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DEARBOT, -V ;^^V: ^^ 

SSGEIVBD last Sfttttrdsy^'by tliree mtilt wMck 
te at OBce, tn^ letters fiom Mr. HMte, 
nd jTonn of the 8th, K. S. 

It was I who mistook your meaning inth regard 
to your German lettoi* and not you who expressed 
it 111. I thonght it was the writing of the GennMi 
eharactartbaC took up so nttdt of your time, and 
the ic i b i e I advised yon, hy the frequent writing of 
diftt clwwncter, to make it easy and familiar to you. 
Bat since it is only the propriety and parity of the 
Omvaan language which make your writing it s* 
tattoos and laborious, I will tell yon, I shall not be 
iiic4 apon that arttele, and did not expect you should 
yet be master of aU fte idioms, deHcaoie^ and pe- 
ettlinritie» of tiwt'dlfficttlt language. That can only 
eome hf use, especially frequent speaking; there- 
farm, when you shall be at Berlin, and afterwards at 
T«ria, where you will meet maay OcnoaoSy prssr 

vol.. n. B 
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t IsORD CHESTSRFIELDS 

take all opportunities of conversing in German, in 
order not onlj to keep what you have got of that 
language, but likewise to improve and perfect jpur. 
self in it. As to the characters, . you form them very 
well, and as you yjtmrself own, better than yo«r Eiw 
glish ones ; but then let me ask yea this qoeadon; 
'Why do yoo not form your Roman characters bet- 
ter? for I maint^. that it b in every man's power 
%> wfite what hwd he pleases, and consequently 
that he ought to write a good one. You form, par- 
ticularly, your e and your I in. aigsag, instead of 
making than straight, a fault very easily mended. 
Tou will not, I believe, be angry with thb little cri- 
ticism, when I tell you, that, by all the accounts I 
have bad of late from Miv Harte and others, this is 
iko only criticism that you give me occasion to 
make. Mr. IIarte*s last letter of the Uth, N. S. 
particularly, makes meextremely happy, by assuring 
me, that in every respect you do extremely well. I 
«m not afraid, by what I now say, of making you 
too vain ; because I do not think that a just con* 
aciousness, and an honest pride of doing well/ can 
he called vanity ; for vanity is either the silly affecta- 
tion, of gpod qualities which ope has not, or the sil- 
lier pride of what does not deserve commendation in 
itself. By Mr. Harta's account you are got very 
near the goal of Ofvek and Latin,, and therefore I 
cannot suppose that,. a* your seAse increases,. your 
endeavours and your speed will sla ck e n» in finishing 
• the small i^mains of your course. Consider what 
lustre and 6cltU it will give you, when you return 
here, to be allowed to be the best scholar, of a gen- 
tleman, in England.; npt to mention the real plea- 
sure and solid comfort which such knowledge will . 
five you throughout your whole life. Mr. Harte 
tells me another thing, which I own I did not ex- 
ptect; it is, that when you read aloud, or repeat 
gutsof plays, you speak veiy properly and distinctly. 
This relieves me from great uneasiness, which I was 
Wider upon account of your fpimer bad.enondatipn. 
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LETTEBS TO HIS BOV: 3 

.So OB, and attend most diligently to this imiKntuit 
alids. It ia» of ail tka pwaa ^nd dtaqrant dl 

Gomte Fntiagan wb»liaab«aBhae«fe«ifemiw^ 
nigfat, far from disaTowing, coofinns all tiiat Mr. 
Harte has said to yonr advantage. . He thinks he 
shall be at Toxin itiu<^ about the time of your ar- 
rival there* and pleases himself -with the hopes of 
. being usefiil to yon: though, should yon get there 
.before him, he says that Comte da Perron, with 
.vfaom you are a Carourite,. will take that care. You 
9ee by this one instance^ and in tlie course of your 
life you will see by a million of instances, of what 
use a good reputation is,, and how swift and advan- 
tageous a harbinger it is, wherever one goes. Upon 
tiiis point too Mr. Harte does you justice, and tells 
.me, that you are desirous of- praise from the praisop 
worthy; this is a right and generous ambition, and 
without which, I fear, few people would deserve 
praise. 

But here let me, as an old suger upon the theatre 
of the world, suggest one consideration to you, 
which is, to extend your desire of praise a little be- 
yond the strictly praise-wortliy, or else you may be 
»pt to discover too much contempt for at least three 
parts in five of the world, who will never forgive it 
you. In the masa of mankind, I fear, there is too 
great a majority of fools and knaves, who siogl^t^ 
from thoranmber^ must to a eevtain degree be re- 
spected, though they are by.no means respectable. 
And a man, who will show every knave or f&ol, that 
he tiiinks him such, will engage in a most ruinous 
war, against numbers much superior to those that 
ha and his allies can .bring bito the field. Abhor a 
knave, and pity a fool, in your heart ; but let neither 
<lf them unnecessarily see tliat you do so. Soma 
econplaisaoce and attention to. fools is prudent, and 
not mean: as a silent abhorrence of individuia 
knaves is often necessary., and not criminal. * 
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Ar j»« viU «ov won part with. laord ViiltMMy, 
ivitiiwhom, dttring your stay together at Leipaigy I 
suppose you have formed a conaezioxi, I tou^ihie 
4AuA yea will eentinae it by letters, which I would 
advise yoa to do. They tell me he is good-nafearedy 
•nddoes not want parts ; which anof themselves two 
'good reasons for kcepiag ii up ; but there is also a 
Siird raasen, wtdch ia the coarse of the world is not 
to be despised t his father camiot live long^ and will 
leare him an immense fortune, wMch, in all erents, ~ 
«riU make Mm of some coasaqpience, and, if be has 
fMBtsinto the' bargain, of very great aoaseqae'nee; 
so that his friendship may be extremely -well worth 
your culttvatiag, «epeoially as it will not eost you 
above one letterin one month. 

I do'Bot know whether this letter will find you at 
Xeifaig; at least it is the last I shall direct there. 
My naact to either you or Mr.Harte will be.direetad 
to Berii»; but as I do not know to what house. or 
street there, I suppose it will remain at the past> 
hvase till youaaad for it. Upon' your anival at 
Berlin you will «end me your particular dinctioB, 
and also pray be minute in your accounts of yonr 
reception there, by these whrai I recommend yon 
4o, ar wdl as bylhose to whom tiiey present you. 
Remembertoo, that yon are going to a polite and 
litttrate court, where tho gracn will best introduce 
you. 

Adieu. GodUessyouI and may you cMrtinae to 
deserve my love as much as you now es^j^ it f 

P. S. Lady Ghestarfteld bids me telL you, that she 
decides eatiiely in your fivrour, against Mr. Gr6V«». 
kop, and even against herself; for she does not 
think that she could, at thb time, write either so 
good a character, or so good Oerman. Pray write 
lier a Oerman letter upon that fubfect, ia which 
you may tell her, that, like the rest of the world, 
you approve of her ju dg esae a t^ beeaase it is ia 
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jonr ftivoar; and timb yoa trae Oenaaas eaiuio^ 
aUttw Danes to be competent j«dgs» of yo«r Km* 
gnaga, &ib# 

LETTER CLXXUI. 

Idmdtn, Jkcmitf 3(H 0^5. 1746^ 

DEAR BOY, 

T DIRECT thu lettarto Beiiia, vbero I suppooa 
'' it will a0ier find yoo, or at leMt wait but a very 
ttttie time fox you. I cannot help being anxious fds 
your snoceu at thia youir first appearance upon the 
gnat stage of the world; for though the spectator* 
are always candid enough to give great allowance^ ^ 
and to show great indulgence^ to a new actor ; yet*, 
fimn the first impressious which he makes upoa 
Ihero^ they are apt to decide* in their ow^^minds at 
leas^ whether he will ever be a good one or not : if 
be eeems to undentaud what he says, by speaking it 
properly; if he is attentiYe to bis part, instead of 
steriog negligently about; and if, upon the whole» 
he seems ambitions, to please, Uiey wUUngly pas» 
eves, little awkwardnesses and inaccuracies, which 
Oey ascnbe to a commendable modesty in a young 
and oneaperienced actw. Thegt pronounce that he 
will be a good one in time ; and, by the encourage- 
ment which .they g^ve hin^ make him so the soomer* 
This I hope will be your ease : you have sense enough 
to understand your part; a constant atteotiott and 
aa^sHDn to ezodin it, wkb a careful obsetvation of 
Che best actara^ will insiritably qualify you, if not 
for the firstt at least for.coosiderable parts* 

Tour dress (as. insignificant a tiling «& dress is iA 
itself) is now become an object worthy of some at* 
tantion; fori confifss I cannot help forming some 
o|Miii<m of a man^s sense and chsracter from hto 
dnss } and I believe meat people do as weU as my«^ 
wAL Any affectation whatsoever in dress impliea,^ 
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6 LORD CRBSTERFIELiys 

in my mind, « fttnr in the trnderttanding. Most mf 
oar young fellows here dispiey some cftu«cter>or 
other by their dress ; some affect the tremendoos, 
and wear a great and fiercely-cocked hat, an enor- 
mous sword, a short waistcoat, and a black cravat : 
these I should be almost tempted to swear the peace 
against, in my own defence, if I were not convinced 
that tliey are but meek asses in lions* skins. Others 
go lin brown frocks, leather breeches, great oaken 
cadgels in their hands, their hats uncocked, and 
their hair unpowdered ; and imitate grooms, stage- 
coachmen, and country bumpkins, so well in their 
outsides, that I do not make the least doubt of their 
resembling them equally in t^eir tnsides. A man 
of sense carefully avoids any particular character ia 
his dress ; he is accurately clean for his own sake-; 
but all the rest is for other people's. He dresses as' 
well, and in the same manner, as the people of sense 
ind fashion of the place where he is. If he dresses 
better, as he thinks (that is, more) than they, he ia 
A fop ; if he dresses worse, he is nnpardonably neg. 
Ugent ; but of the two, I would rather have a young 
fellow too much than too little dressed ; the excess'^ 
on that side will wear off, with a little age and re- 
flection ; but if he is negligent at twenty, he will be 
a sloven at forty, and stink at fifty years old. Dress 
yourself fine where others are fine, and plain where 
others are plain ; but take care always that your 
clothes are well made and fit you; tor otherwise 
they will give you a very awkward air. When yoa 
are once well dressed for the day, think so more of 
it afterwards; and, without any stiffness for fear of 
discomposing that dress, let all your motions be as 
easy and natural as if you had no clothes on at all. 
Bo much for dress, which I maintain to be a thing of 
consequence in the polite world. 

As to manners, good-breeding, and the graces, I 
liave so often entertained you upon these important 
subjects, that I can add nothing to what I have for. 
uaerly said. Your own good sense will wggest 4e 
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LETTERS TQ BIS 80K* ^ 

yoa4li« substance of them ; and observrntioa, ezpe- 
riaacs, ' aiid good company, the several modes d 
them. Your great vivacity, which I hear of fron^ 
many people, will be no hindrance to your pleasing 
in good company; on the contrary, will be of use to 
you, if tempered by good4)reeding, and accompa- 
nied by the graces. But then I suppose your viv». 
dty to be a vivaciQr of parts, and not a constitution-^ 
al restlessness ; for the most disagreeable composi- 
tion that I know in tlie world, is that of strong ani- 
mal spirits, with a cold genius. Such a fellow is 
trouHesomely active, frivolously bysy, foolishly 
lively; talks much, with little meaning, and laughs 
more, with less reason : whereas, in my opinion, » 
warm and lively genius, with a cool constitution, is 
the perfection of human xiature. 

Do what you will at Berlin, provided 70a do hot 
do something all day long. All I desire of you is, 
ti»t you wiU never slattem away one minute ia 
idleness, and «n doing nothing. When you are not 
in company, learn what either books, masters, ofr 
Mr. Harte can teaeh you ; and when you are in com- 
pany, learn (what company only can teach you) the 
characters and manners of mankind. I really ask 
your pardon for giving yon this advice; because, if 
yon are a rational creature, and a thinking being, as 
I suppose, and verily believe you are, it must be un- 
necessary, and to a certain degree injurious. If I 
did not know by experience that some men pass 
their whole time in doing Aothing, I should nofe 
think it possible for any being, superior to Monsieur 
Descartes's automatons, to squander away in abso. 
lute idleness, one single minute of that small por- 
tion of time which is allotted us in this world. 

I have lately seen one Mr. Cranmer^ a very senii- 
ble merchant, who told me he had dined with you, 
and seen you often at Leipsig. And yesterday I 
lAV an old footman of mine, whom I made a messen- 
ger, who told me be had seen you last August. Ton 
wUl easily imagine, that I was not the less glad to 
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stm them, beemnft they had seen yon ; end I •«»* 
itoioed them both nenowly, in Ibeir lespectiTe d*' 
pwtments ; the fioniMr ai to your mind, the latter 
at «x> your body. Mi.Cranmerg«vemegreataatie» 
HcHamf. net only by what he told me of hims^coiK 
cendng yoe, but by what he was conmiiarioned ta 
tell me from Mr. Maacow. A» be speaks Oermaa 
perfectly himself I asked him bow you spoke it; 
and be assured me very wcU for the time, and that 
a very little moce pcaetioe woold* make yon perfect 
]y master of it* Tbe msssenger toldme yon wene 
much gsDwa» and, to the best of his gneae, withi» 
two iocheaas tall as I am ; timt yo« wece plumpy 
and looked healthy end strong: wUch was all I 
oould eapeet^ or hope^ iinom the sagacity of ihm 



I send you» my deal ichild (and yon will not 
donbt) very sineefely> tlie wishes of Uie season.- 
May yon deserve a great nnmbes of happy new 
years; andv if you deserve, may yon have them I 
Many new«yeacs, indeed, you may see, but hmppy 
ones you cannot see without deserving tliem. These, 
virtue, honaur, and knowledge^ alooe can merit, 
alone can pnodoce. JHi tibi dsn^amsos^ de H nmm 
cetera SIMMS, was a pretty piece of poetical fiatteiy, 
where it wa& said ; I hope that in time it may bejio 
flattory when said to you. But I assnxe you, that 
whenever I camot apply the latter patt of the lio* 
to you with tmth, I shalt. aeitboi say, tliink, nor 
wishtholormer. Adieu.! 
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LETTER CLXXIV. 

Jjandout January lOr O, S. 1719. 

DEAR BOY^ 

T HAVE received your l^ter of the SUt Decern- 
^ bet, N. S. Your thanks for my present, as yo« 
«ali ity ejiceed the value of the present; but the use 
which you assure me that yon will make of it, is tlw 
thanks which I desire to^receive. Due attention to 
tiie inside of books, and due contempt for the out« 
^de, is the proper ZQladon between a man of sense 
and bis books. 

Now that you are going a little more into the 
VQf Id, I will take thi$,occasi(m to explain my inten- 
tions as to your future expenses, that^ you may know 
what you have to expect trom me,, and make your 
plan accordingly. I shall neither deny nor grudge 
you any money that may. be necessary for either your 
improvement or pleasures; I meau the pleasures of 
a rational being. Under the head, of improvement 
I mean the ,best books, ai)d the best masters, cost 
what they willj I also mean all the expense of 
lodgings, coach, dress,, servants, Sec. which, accord- 
ing to the several plac^ where you may be, shall be 
respectively^ necessary to enable. you to keep the 
best company. Under the head of rational pleap 
sures I comprehend, first, proper, charities to . real 
and compassionate objects of it ; secondly, proper 
presents to those to whom you are obliged,, or whom 
you deure to oblige; tliicdly, a conformity of .^x-. 
pense to that of the company which you keep; as in 
public spectacles, your share of little entertainments, 
a few pistoles at games of mere commerce, and other 
incidental calls of good company. The only two hc- 
ticles which I will never supply are, the profusion of 
low riot, and the idle lavishness of negligence and 
luoDeaa. A fool squanders away, without. credit or. 
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10 t(MU> CRS8TBlt«mA>S 

advantage to himself, more tban a. man of wnie 
spends with both, llie lattor employs bis money 
as he does his time, and never spends a^shilling of 
the one, nor a minate of the other, but in something 
that is either nsefol orratiodaUy pleasing to himself 
or others. The former bays whatever he does not 
want, and does not pay fw what he does want. He 
tennot withstand tiie diarms of a toy-shop ; snnff* 
boxes, watehes, heads of canes, &c. are his de- 
stmction. His servants and tradesmen conspire 
with his own indolence to cheat him, and in a veiy 
little time he b estonisbed, in the midst of all the 
Yidicalons saperilaities, to find himself in want of 
all the real c om fo rts and necessaries, of life. With- 
out care and method the largest fortune wUl not, 
and iMi them almost tiie smallest will, supply all 
necessary expenses. As fares you can possibly, pay 
feady money for everything you buy, and avoid 
bills. Pay that money too yourself, and not through 
the hands of any servant, who always eltlier stipu- 
lates poundage, or requires a present for Ids good 
word, as they call it. Where you must have bills 
(as for meat and (kink, clothes, &c.) pay them re- 
gularly eveiy month, and wi^ your own hand. 
Kever, from a mistaken ceconomy, buy a thing you 
do not want, because it is cheap; or, from a silly 
pride, because it is dear. Keep an account in a 
book, of all that you receive, and of all that you 
pay; for no man, who knows what he receives and 
what he pays, ever runs out. I do not mean that 
you should keep an account of the shillings and hal& 
crowns wliich you may spend in chair4iire, operas, 
&c. ITiey are unworthy of die time, and of the 
ink that they would consume ; leave such firinutfc 
to dull, peony-wise fellows ; but remember in (Pco- 
aoniy, as well as in every other part of life, to hav<e 
the proper attention to proper objects, and the pro- 
per contempt for little ones. A strong mind sees 
things in their true proportion ; a weak one views 
' 'n through a magnifying medium, which, like 
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ftM aUiittle-obiActt, but cannot reociTtt ginat «n«k 
I hare known many » man paitiiN' a viner* byia** 
ing a peony, and w ia ng ling lor twoiMnee» who «a» 
lutdoing Umaelf at the sava tina» bj ]Mn§ «bova 
his income, and not attrnding to eaaeotial artidtat 
wbictL -ware above his jjortte The snm ebaiactav> 
istie of a sonnd and strong mind M» toiindineTeiry 
thing thoae certain bonndst ' qnoa ultra jcitraM 
ncqnit conaistere reotnm/ Theia benn^aiAa» ava 
mailed ont by a very fine line, which only good 
aoMe and attention can diseovar; itianraieb too 
Anefor volgar ejeai. . In ma n n e cs, this Uneis good* 
breodingi beyondit,istrooUesooieeef«aMi^2 short 
of it, is nohecoming negUgenoe an d in att enti on* . In 
aMorals, it divides ostentatioas pniitanism from fil> 
vinal relanatifm ; in religion, sopeiatitiou from ia* 
pie^ ; and, in short, everj virtue firom its kindred 
vice or weakness* I think yon have sense enooi^ 
to discover the line: keepita^i9ainjOttreje,and 
learn to walk upon it; resjb.vpon JCr.> Harte^ and be 
will poise yon, tiU yon aseablo to go alone, Bylbo 
way, these arc fewer people who walk well npoa; 
that line, than upon the jlack-rope ; and». them^ 
fore, a good pesfbnier sbineaao omch the more. 

Tour fiiend Comte Pertingne^ who constantly in* 
<|nlnB after yoi|, has written to Comtofialmour, tho 
governor of the acadeaqr at Tosin, to prepare • 
soom for yon there, inunediatriy after the Asosfti 
flion i and has recommended yon to him, in a man- 
ner whiefa I hope yon wiU give him no reason to 
sopent or be ashamed of « As Comte Satanonr'a son» 
now residing at the Hague, is my pertienlar nc:* 
quaintanca, I shall have regular and authentie ao> 
coonta of all that you do at Turin. 

During your stay at Bcriin; 1 expect that yo* 
should inform yourself thoroughly of the pr ma nl 
state of the dvU, military, and e ccle ai a s tie al gO' 
vevamvit of the King of Fmiiora demioioMr pertip 
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eultfly of the iniiitBry, mhUAk h upon a better #K»t^ 
teg io that cowkti^ ttmn in any other in Eorope*. 
¥oa will attend at the reviews, tee the troops exer- 
cised, and inquire into the numb«« of troops and 
compunies in the respective regiments of horse, foot, 
•ad dr^EOOQs ; the numbers and titles of the com. 
missioned and non-commissioned officers <in the se* 
veral troops and companiea; and also, take care to 
karn the iechoieal military terms, in tiie German 
langeage; for -though you are not to be a military 
man, yet these mlMtary matters are so ft«quently 
the subjects of conversation, that you will look 
vei!yawkwardlyifyoaare ignorant of them. More- 
over, they are commonly the objects of negotiation^ 
and, as such, fall witiiin your future profession . Yo« 
most also inform yourself of the reformation which 
the kiVg of Prussia has lately made in the law, by 
which he has both lessened the number and short* 
enwi the duration of law-snits : a great work, and 
worthy of so great a prince 1 As be is indisputiJ>Iy 
the ablest prince in Europe, every part of his go- 
vernment deserves yoor most diligent inquiry, and 
your most serkms atlentioa. It mnst be owned th«t 
yon set <Mit well, as a young poHtidan, by beginning 
at Beriin, and then goii^; to Turin, where you wiU 
see the next ablest monarch to that of Prussia ; so 
Ibat if you are capable of making political refleo* 
jtlons, those two princes will furnish you with suffi. 
eient matter for them. 

' I would have you endeavour to get acquainted 
with Monsienr de Maupertuis, who is so eminently 
distinguished by all kiad« of learning and merit, that 
■one should be both sorry and ashamed of having 
been even a day <in the same |rface with him, and not 
to have seen him. If yon should have no other way 
of being introduced to Um, I wilt send yon a lettat 
from hence. If onrienr Cagnoal, at Berlin, to whom 
I know yoo are recommended, is a very able ma» 
of .bwiiitisi thoroughly informed of every part -of 
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JBwope; and 'his acquaiataaoe, if yoo dMerve utd 
improve it as yoa should do, maj bo of great use to 
yoo. 

Remouber to take the best danci^-master at B^- 
lia, more to teach joo to sit, stand, and walk grace- 
fall J, than to dance finely. The graces, the graeea; 
remember the graces ! Adieu. 



LETTER CLXXV. 

London, January 24, 0. 8, Vf^. 

•PEAR BOY, 

T HATE received your letter of the ISth, N. S. in 
'■' Mrfaich I was snrpHsed to find no mention of your 
spproacliii^ journey to Berlin, which, according to 
the first plan, was to be on the 20Ui, N S. and 
upon which supposition I have, for some time, di- 
rected my letters to you and IVbr. Harte, at Berlin. 
I should be glad tiiat yours were more minute with 
r^ard to your motions and transactions; and I de- 
sire, that for the future tbey may contain accounts 
of what and whom you see and bear, in your several 
places of residmce; for I interest myself as mudiin 
the oMnpany you keep, and theplearares you take^ 
as in the studies you pursue, and therefore equally 
desire to be informed of them all. Another thing I 
desire, which is, that you will acknowledge my 
letters .by their dates, that I may know which you 
- do, and which you do not receive. 

As you found your brain considerably affected by 
die .cold, you were very prudent not to turn it to 
poetry in tiiat situation, and not less judicious in 
declining the borrowed «d of a stove, whose furni^* 
gatioo, instead of inspiration, would. at beat have 
produced what Mr. Pope calls a aooecrXtsn qf wU. 
I will show your letter to Duval, by way of j»»t»fie»- 
tion fornot answering his chaUepge ; M»d^lt»»in»^ 
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auwt aUow tba valiiUty of it ; for a frosen bnia is a» 
«iifit to awwoi A challenge in poetiy, aa a bloa^ 
iword i9 for single combai. 

You iDay» if yon pleaac^ and therefore I flatter 
myaelf that you will, profit coaaiderahlj by yooc 
•U^y at Berlao, ia the axticles of manaen aad useful 
kaowledge. Attention to what you will see and 
hear there, together with proper inquiries, and s 
Iktle care and method in taking notes of what i» 
most material, will procure you much useful know- 
ledge. Many young people are so Hght, so dissi- 
pated, and so incurious, that they can hardly be 
said to see what they see, or hear what they hear; 
that iSf they hear in so superficial and inat unlive a 
manner, that they might as well not see nor hear at 
aU. For instance ; if they see a public building, a» 
a college, an hospital, an arsenal, &c. they content 
tliemaelTes with Hha first coi^ d'tM, and neither takf 
the time nor the trouble, pf iufonning themselves of 
the qaaleiiAl paru of them, which aw the constitutioi^ 
the ndea, and the ocder and oeconomy in the inside* 
Ton wili, X hope^ go deepeiv and make your waif 
into the substance of things. For example,; shonld 
you see a regiment reviewed at Beslin or Potsdam* 
instciad of ooatenting youxself with the general gUt. 
ter of the collective corps» and sayi^c, jiarma»i«er4 
«raoffiMt, * that is veiy £ne/ I hope you will as^ 
wfaataumbm of troopa or. companies it consists of; 
vhat number of officers of the etat mqfor, and what 
mmnhtat oi MuiaUenu ; how many »a«^^!c<cr», or 
neii-oommissioned officers, as teiQttmts, wrporait^ 
•Mpt»aadM,fresf ccvportUt, &c. their pay, theSe 
dothioff, and by whom; whether by the colonels 
w captains, orcommiMariea appointed for that pur. 
pose; to whom they are accouniahle; the method of 
veeraiting, compktiBg,^<ik 

The same in ciarU mattem ;. inform yonnelf of th» 
jwiMlietion of a court of justice ; of the roles and 
members, and endo«meota,f of a coUege oranaca* 
demy^ and net. enlgpof the *ii»»>«rtiffiiM of the n. 
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tpeeclw edifices : aa4 let yoor letten to ■!• oootala 
tbmB informations, in proportfon es ^roa oeqniM 
them. 

I often reflect, with the most flettirfBf hopes, 
itinr prond I shall beof you, if yon should preftt,' as 
yon may, by the opportoi^ties witidryon Ikmrt had, 
•tiU liave, and will have, of arriving atperfisetion ; 
and, on the other hand, with dread of the grief and 
shame yon will give me if yen do not. May the first 
be the case !—Ood bless yon f 



UBSTEK CULXYl. 

Londcn, FOruary^, d. S» 17»f. 
DEAR BOT, 

YOU are now come to an age capable of refleetion; 
and I hope yon will do, what however few peo- 
pie at your age do, exert it, for yonr own sake, in 
the search of tmth and sound knowledge. I will 
eonfeas (fori am not unwilling to discover my se- 
crets to you) that it ik not many years since I have 
presumed to reflect for myself. Till shcteen or se- 
venteen I had no reflection, and for many years af- 
ter that I made no use of what I had. I adopted 
the notions of the books I read, or the compaay I 
kept, without examining whether they were jost or ' 
not; and I nther Chose to run the risk of easy emnv 
than to take the time and trouble of investigating 
truth. Thus, partly fioni laafaiess, partly fhmi dis- 
•Ipation, and partly from the mawtaiie fumte of 
r^ecting fashionable notions, I was (as I since found) 
hurried away by prejudices, instead of being guided 
by reason ; and quietly cherished error, instead of 
seeking for truth. But since I have taken the trou- 
ble of leasoi^ for myself, and hate had the eon- 
nige to ownthatldoso. you cannot *n>^«5^ 
nrach my noUoosOf things are altered, and Inhow 
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lUffsrent a light I now see them, from that in irUth 
ItfaaottKkg vifMwd them through the deceitful medi' 
w mt fnfmMtm «r atalkHily. t^, I maf possibly 
■till retMn iBMiy wion, whtcfa, frooi leaf haHl^ Iwft. 
perhaps grown into real opinions ; for it is very diflGh> 
cult to distinguish habits, early acquired and long 
entertained, from the result of our reason and re> 
flection. 

My first prejudice (for I do not mention the prejik* 
dices of boys and women,-such as hobgoblins, gbosta, 
dfeams, spilling salt, &c.) was my classical enthusi- 
asm, which I received from the books I read, and 
the masters who explained them to me. I was con- 
'vinced there bad been no common sense nor com- 
mon honesty in the world for these last fifteen hun- 
dred years ; but that they were totally extinguished 
with the ancient Greek and Roman governments. 
Homer and Virgil could have no faults, because they 
were ancient; Milton andTasso could have no merit, 
because they were modem. And I could almost 
have said, witli regard to the ancients, what Cicero, 
very absurdly and unbecomingly for a philosopher, 
Bays with regard to Plato, * Cum quo errare malim, 
i|u4m cum a^iis recti sentire.' Whereas now, with- 
out any extraordinary effort of genius, I liave disco- 
vered, that natur«> was the same three thousand years 
ago, as it-is at present ; that men were but men then 
as well as now; that modes and customs vary ofteb, 
but tliat human nature is always the same. And I 
can no more suppose, that men were better, bravei^ 
or wiser, fifteen hundred or three thousand yeani 
ago, than I can suppose that the animals or vegeta- 
bles were better Uien than they are now. I dafe 
ikssert too, in defiance of the favourers of the aiv- 
cients, that Homer's hero Achilles was both a bmte 
and a scoundrel, and consequently an improper clia^ 
■acter for the hero of an epic poem ; he had so little 
Kgard for Ids country, that he would not act in de- 
fence of it, because he had quarrelled with Agareem- 
Bon about a w e ; and then afterwards, animated 
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If primto Msen t i a ta t oalj, be went ateat klUiag 
ptople tMMlj, IwUleaU it»becMne be knew bimself 
iiv«faMrable; and ye^ inwlmraUe as be was, be 
woro the atroogeat enneor in the world ; wbicb I 
hmaUky apprdMad to be a biaadar; oc a beaie ihoa 
rhpiiad ta bia Tuliiesablebeel would bave becasoA* 
aiaat. On the otfaea haiad, witii snfamissieii to tbe 
J M ro auMa of the in edai a e» J aaaert wttb llr> Drjdeiv 
Aet tbe Devil la in tratb tbe ben of Mutual poem 1 
Ua plan# wbicb be lays, pvnaea» aad at last exe* 
cataaybeiagtiiesubieetoftbepeeai. PnnaaUarbidi 
rnmailfiialhiiiii I impaitiaU^ coadode, tbat Hat aa* 
rieati iiad tiieir eaceUeodea and thdr defects, tbeir 
virtaea and tbeir vicea, just like the modems: pe* 
daauyandaJertatioa of leaning dearljr dedde in 
fnoaroftbefSmxaar; Tanitj end ignorance, as peiw 
va^arily, in fomar of tiie. laltec. Rebgiona pre* 
jadioea kept pace widi a^ classical ones; and tlitre 
waaa time when I tbon^t it impossible foe the ho* 
neatest maa in tbe woxid to be saved, outof the pale of 
the church of Eaglandi not considering tiiat mattera 
ef opinion do not d^Mnd apm.the will ; and that it is 
aa aaturalyand aa allowable, that another man should 
differ ia opinion fima me» asihatl shonlddiffsr from 
bbB4 aadthatfr if we are both sincere, we are both 
blamelesa ; and sbeold conseqneatly have mataal i»> 
dalgeace for eadi other. 

The neat prv^adices 1 adapted were thoae of tbe 
tesM SNomlc^ in wUeh, ea I waa determined to shine, 
I took what are commo^called th* gcntsel Tices 
to be necessary. I had heard theon redcoaed so, 
and, witlioot farther inqair^ I believed itt or, at 
leeat, sbeald bare been ashamed to have denied it^ 
for fear of exposiaf myself to the ridioale of thoae 
wbiwil considered aa the medela of fine geatlemeo. 
Bat I am now neitber ashamed nor afraid to assert, 
tin* thoae geafeael 'vices, as they are faiaefy caUed, 
an oaly so aumy blemishes in tbe cbavaeter of even 
a ama of tbe world, aad what is caUed a fine gentle^ 
nma, and degsadebiM in the opiaioa of thoae very 
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people, to whom be hopes to recommoid Um^f by 
them. Nay, this prejudice often extends s« ^Bkx>» 
that I have known people pretend to. vices tbey hikdL 
not, instead of carefully concealing those they had. . 
: Use and assert your own reason; reflect, examine^ 
and analyze every thing, in order to form a soan«l 
and mature judgement ; let no ovro^ tfa impos* 
upon your understanding, nuslead your actions, or 
dictate your conversation. Be early what, if you 
are not, you will when too late wish you had been • 
Consult your reason betimes: I do not say, that 4 1 
will always prove an uneniug guide; for human 
reason 'is not infallible ; but it will prove the least 
erring guide that you can follow. Books and con- 
versatiou may assist it ; but adopt neither, blindly 
and implicitly: try both by that best rule which 
God has given to direct us, reason. Of all the trou- 
bles, do not decline, as many people do, that of think- 
ing. The herd of mankind can hardly be said ^ta 
. think ; tlieir notions are almost all adoptive; and^ iu 
general, 1 believe it is better that it should be so ; as 
such common prejudices contribute mcMre to order 
and quiet, than their own separate reasonings would 
do, uncultivated and unimproved as they are. . We 
have many of those useful prejudices in this eountiy» 
which I should be very sorry to see removed. TIm 
good protestant conviction,, that the pope is both 
Antichrist and the whore of Babylon, is a more«f« 
factual preservative, in thi»country, agaii)st popery, 
than idl the solid and unanswerable arguments of 
CbiiUngworth. 

. The idle story of tlie Pretender's having been iq- 
trodaced in a warming-pan into the queen's bed, 
though as destitute of all (vobabUity as of all foun- 
dation, has beenmuch more prejudicial to tlie .causa 
of Jacobitism, than all thatMr. Locke and others have 
written to show tlte uni«asonabl«>e8S and absurdUty 
of the doctrines of indefeasible hereditary right, and 
unlimited passive obedience. And that siUy, sao* 
f uine notion, which is firmly entertained here, tfai^t 
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•ne Saglislmitttt can beat three Frenchmen, eneou' 
nges, and has sometimes enabled one, EdgtisbmaD* 
irreality, to beat two. 

A Frenchman ventures his life -with alacrity pour 
ihmmeur du Roi : were yon to diange the object 
which he has been tanght tohavein view, and tell him 
that it was pour U tien de la Patrie, he would very 
probably ran away. Snch gross local prejudices pre- 
vail with the herd of mankind ; and do not impose 
•pon cultivated, informed, and reflecting minds: but 
tiien there are notions equally-false, though not so 
glaringly absurd, which are enterU^ned by people of 
•operior and improved understandings, merely for 
want of the necessary pains to investigate, the pro- 
per attention to examine, and the penetration requi- 
site to determine4Jie truth. Those are the prej udices 
which I would liave you guard against, by a manly 
exertion and attention of your reasoning faculty. 
To mention one instance, of a thousand that I could 
give you— It is a general prejudice, and has been 
propagated for these sixteen hundred years, that 
ferts and sciences cannot flourish under an absolute 
government; and that genius roust necessarily be 
cramped where freedom is restrained. This sounds 
plausiMe, but is fidse in &ct. Mechanic arts, as 
igricnlture, manufactures, «c. will indeed be discov* 
raged, where the profits and property are, from the 
nature of tlie government, insecure. But why the 
despotism of a government should cramp the genktf 
tX a mathematician, an astronomer, a poet, or an orft. 
tor, I confess I never could discover. It may indeed 
derive the poet, orthe orator, of the liberty of treat- 
ing of certain subjects in the manner they would 
wtoh ; but it leaves them subjects enough to exert 
gemos apcip, if they have it. Can an author with 
i«M0O complain that he is cramped and shackled, if 
he is not at liberty to publish blasphemy, bawdry, or 
sedition? all wliich are equally prohibited in the free- 
st govenments, if they are wise and weU>fegulatad 
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ones. This is the pieacBt general coBplaiat of 
IVenoh euthon ; but, indeed* cbielly of thebnd c 
No wonder, say the j> that Englend pmdaoee so many 
greet geniuses; people theremey think eethej p i e — e» 
end publish whet they think. Verytme; bat who 
biadeH them fnm thinking as they please ? If, i». 
deed, they think in a manner destmctn* of aU reli* 
gioa, morality, orgood-roaonec^ or to the distailmne* 
of the state ; an absolute goTemment will certainlgr 
more effsetually pn^nl^t them from, or punish them 
to€f publishing aueh thoughts, than a free cme coakft 
do. But how does that cramp the genius of an epic, 
dramatic, or lyric poekl or how doea it eormpt the 
eloquence of an orator, in the pulpit or at the barf 
The number of good Ftench auttMos, such as Cor» 
aeiUe, Racine, Moliere, Bmleau, and La fbntafaiey. 
who seemed to dispute it with die Augustan kg^p 
flourished under the despotism of Louis XIV. ; md 
the eelebnted authors of tiie Augustan age did not 
shine, till after the fetters were rivettedupon tfie 
Reman people by that cnttH and worthless emperor^ 
The revival .of letten was not owing either to anyr 
free goveoment, bet to the encouragement and pro* 
teotionQfLeoX.andFkaaeis-I.; the one as abaolete 
a pope^ and the other as despotic a prince, aa eeav 
reigned. Do noi mistake, and imagine that, while I 
am only exposing a pr^ ndke, I am {^leaking in fiivouF 
of arbitrary power; which from my soid I aUkor,«wl 
look upom.as a gross and ctimi e al vielation.of the «► 
twalrigiitsofaiaokted. Adieu. 
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iMtdM, Fa, 28,0,3. 1749. 
DEAR BOY, 

I WAS Tocy nrach plaased with the aoeoant tliat 
yaa gvn me of your rece p tion et Berlta ; but I 
WW still better pleased with the eooonnt which Mr. 
Barte leat me of your maimer of reo^Thig tiiet re- 
ception; for he iej» you behaved yoonelf to those 
Mo w u e d heads with all the respect and modesty due 
to them ; but* at the same time, without being any 
mqee embarrassed, than if yen had been ctrnversing 
with your equals. This easy respect is the perfee- 
tion of goed4>reeding» which oothing but superior 
good sense, or along usage of the world, can produce j 
and as-ln jroor case it could not be tlie latter^ it is a 
plsaring ittdicatioa to me of the foimer. 

Tow will now, in the course of a lew months, have 
been rubbed at three of tlie considerable courts of 
Kuiope, Berlin, Xmsden, -and Vienna ; so that I 
hope yon will arrive at Turin tolerably smooth, and 
ft for the last polish. There yon ma^ get the best; 
there lieing no court I know of that forms more well* 
biud and agreeable penple. Remember, new, that 
good-NtiedIng, genteel carnage, address, and even 
dress (to a certain degree), «re become serious ob^ 
jeeta» and deserve a part of your attention. 

The day, if well employed, is long enough (or them 
all. One half of it bestowed upon your studies, and 
your exercises, will finish your mind and your body ; 
the remaining part of it, spent in good company, wiM 
form your maiuiers, and complete your charaoten. 
What would I not give, to have yon read Demoe- 
tfaenee eriticidly in the morning, and understand him 
batter 4l»» an/ body j at aeott» behave yenrself bet> 
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ter than any person at court; aud» in the evenings,-. 
trifle more agreeably than any body in mixed comp»<-> . 
aiet ! All this you may compass if yon please : j«^ 
have the means, you have the opportoaitieat 
them, for Ood's sake, white yoa mmgy aai ~ 
salf that aU^ecomplisiMA w» HM 1^ 
you. It eotlndy ilep— ia vpeo these two years ; 
th^ «e tb» ilvcMve ones. 

' i sent you here enclosed a letter of recoromeAda- 
tioB to Monsieur Capello, at Venice, which you wHl 
deliver him immediately upon your arrival, accom- 
panying it with compliments from me to him and 
Madame ; both whom you have seen her«. He will, 
I am sure, be both very civil and very useful to jon 
there, as he will also be afterwards at Rome, where 
he is appointed to gO; ambassador. By the way, 
wherever you are, I would advise you to frequent, 
as much as ypu. can, the Venetian ministers; who 
are always-better^ informed of the courts they reside 
at» than any ether nunister ; the strict and regular 
account^ whidi they are obliged to give to their 
own government, maJiiog them very.diiigent and in> 
quisitive. 

You will stay at Venice as long as the Carnival 
lasts ; for, though I am impatient to have you at Tu- 
rin, yet I would wish you to see thoroughly all that 
is to be seen at so singular a place as Venice, and at 
•o sbowish a time as the Carnival. You will take 
also particular care to view all those meetiags of the 
gQvemment.which strangecs are allowed to see ; as 
the assembly of the senate^ &c. and likewise to in. 
form yourself of that peculiar and intricate form of 
f ovenunent. . There are books that give an account 
of it, among which the best is Amelot de la Hous* 
aaye: this I would advise you to read (Nrevionsly; 
it will not only give you a general notion of tiiat 
constitution, but also furnish you with materials for 
proper questions and oral informations upon the 
place, which it always the best. There are likewise 
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■ig; of tite best raasten, ivhich deserve yoor atte«> 

I suppose you will be at Vienna as soon as Ms 
letter will get thither; and I suppose, too, that I 
Bust not -^rect above one more to yon there ; nhfr 
width mj next shall be directed to yon at Venice, 
-the only place where a letter will be likely to find 
fon, till you are at Turin ; but you may, and I de« 
-nre that you will, write to me from the several places 
in your way, from whence tii»post>goes. 
' I will send yon some other letters, for Venice, t» 
Vicnni^ or to your banker at Venice, to whom y«« 
will, wpon your eihivai thme, send Ibv tbeok; for I 
will take care to have yo« so reeommended from 
place to placoy that yo« shatt not run through tiion, 
as OMSt of yMir cetrntryroen do, without the ad- 
vantage of seeing and knowing what best deserve 
to be seen and known : I mean, the men and the 

God Mess yoii» and make yon answer my wishes-: 
I will now say, my hopes ! Adieu. 



LETTER CLXXVin. 

DEAR BOY,. 

T DIRECT this lettervte your banker at Venice, the 
'- sorest |4aoe for you to meet with it, though I sap- 
pose, it will be there -some time before you ; for, as 
your intermediate sti^ any where eiie will be but 
short, and as the post from hence, in this season of 
easterly winds, is uncertain, I direct no more letters 
to Vienna ; where I hope both you . and Mr. Harte 
will have received the two letters which I sent you 
tospcstively; with a letter of recommendation to 
Monsieur Capello at Venice, whicl^ was. enclosed in 
mine to you. I will suppose too,. that the inland 
post, on your side of the water, has not done yoo 
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jiutiM; for I reoehred bat one aiogie lotter floB 
yoo, and one from Mr. Hwte, during your whole 
sUj at Berlin ; from whence I hoped for aad ez> 
faded very |>anicalar aacowtt. 

I persuade myself that the time yon stay atVcidce 
will be properly employed, in seeing all tliat is to be 
seen at that exttaordinary place, and in conTeraing 
with people who can inform yon, not of the raree- 
ahows of the time, bat of the oonstitutloB of tbe go- 
vernment ; for which purpose I send you the en- 
closed letters of reoommendatloa Ihwi Sir James 
Gray, the lnng*a resident at Venicey bat who is now 
in England. Iliese, with mine to Honsiear Capello, 
will carry yoo, if yon will go» into the best compa- 
ny at Vcnibe. 

But tiieinipoitant point, and the important place, 
<is Turin; forthere I ptopeae your slaying a eonat- 
•derable time, to pursue your studies, learn your ei- 
«iciaes, and fonn. your manners. I own I am not 
without my anxiety for the consequences of your 
alay there ; which must be eitiier v«ry good or very 
bad. To you it will be entirely a new scene. Wlier> 
«ver you have hitherto been, you have conversed 
chiefly with people wiser and disoreeter than your* 
aelf ; and have been equally out of the way of bad 
advice or bad example ; but in Uie academy at Tu- 
rin, you will probably meet with both, considering 
the variety of yonng fellows of about your own age ; 
among whom it is to be expected tiiat some will be 
diraipalMl and idle, others vicioua and profligate. I 
will believa, till the eoutmry appears, that you hmvB 
•aagndty enough to disttngoish the good from the 
bad eharaeters, and both sense and virtue enough to 
shun tiie latter, and connect yourself with tiie for- 
mer; but however, for greater sceority, and for 
your sake alone, I must acqnmnt you, that I have 
sent positive orders to Mr. Harte to carry you (»ff in- 
-atttitly to a place which I have named to him, upon 
the veiy first symptom wUch be shall disconror in 
you, of drlnkiag, gamingi idleness^ or disobedjenoe 
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to his orders; so that whether Mr. Harte infbnns me 
or not of the particulars, I shall be able to judge of 
your conduct in general, by the time of your st^y 
at Turin. If it is short, 1 shall know why; and I 
}>romise yoo, that you bImII soon find that I do ; but 
if Mr. Harte lets you continue there as long as I 
propose you should, I sbaU then be convinced, tbat 
you make tlie proper use of your time, which is the - 
only tiling I have to ask of you. One year is the 
most that I propose yon should stay at Tarin ; and 
that year, if you employ it well, perfects you. One 
year more of your late application with Mr. Harte, 
will complete your classical studies. You will be 
likewise master of your exercises in that time ; and 
will have formed yourself so well at that court, as 
to be fit to appesr advantageously at any other. 
These will be the happy effects of your year's stay 
at Turio, if you behave and apply yourself there as 
you have done at Leipsig ; but if either ill-advice, 
or ill-example, afiect and seduce you, you are ruiiw 
ed for ever. I look upon that year as your decisive 
year of probation : go through it w^U, and you wiH 
be all-accomplished, and fixed in m^ tenderest af- 
fection forever: hot should the contagion of vice or 
idleness lay hold of you there, your character, your 
fortune, my hopes, and consequently my favour, are 
all blasted, and you are undone. 1 he more I love 
you now, from the good opinion I have of you, th6 
greater will He. my indignation, if I should have rea- 
son to change it. Hitherto you have had every p6fi 
Bible proof o( my affection, because you have de^ 
served it ; bu| when you cease to deserve it, you 
may expect every pbssible mark of my resentment. 
To leave nothing doubtful upon this important point, 
I will tell you fairly before-hand, by what rule I 
shall judge of your conductr— by Mr. Harte's ac- 
counts. He will not I am sure, nay I will say more, 
be cannot be in the wrong with regard to you. He 
can have no otlier view, but your good; and you will 
I tin sure allow> that he must be a better judge of 
YOL. II. C 
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it tJ»«« yd* art poaAWr >••'»•«'•«•• "^^l*** •« 
to MtUAed, I »h«ll b* io too; b«t whtttetcr be » 
4iuatto6cd wkb yoo, I ihaU Ue mwh mows*. If 
ht c«impUin»» you miMt be gnUtfi, «nd I ateU nait 
jM«r« the lewt regard for Miir tW«f tfcftt yoo awr **- 
lecf in your owb defeoee. 

I wiU now UU y<m whi.* I expect wid iasitt apM 
AtMn y«» ak Tiirin I first, tlMkt yo« purwe your rf«»- 
•ioal and other studie* every raorains, with Mrv 
HM-t€» as long, «id » whatever maaoet Mr. Uorto 
«iMtit be pleased to require: aeeeadly, that you lesfm 
•M«tBrni|>tedly yoor exerdae. otf ridtng, danciog. 
and faiicior. thiitUy, that ye« make yearself nmtm 
of the Italian laftgi-ge j and lastly, tiiat you paas 
. ,onr ereoiagsi* the best company. I also f^vajw 
Vstekt confonnity to the hfu« and ^U^rf^ 
ocademv. If yon will bnt finish your year m tbii 
»M»iratTnni, I havo aoUiing fiurthet to aak of 
yon: and I wiU giwyou every thing that you ca« 
Mk of se: you shail after that bo entirely yeor owa 
natter; I shall think yon aafo; shall lay aside ^1 
Witooiity over you, aod fitiendship shaU be our mj- 
tnaland only tie. Weigh this, l^^ T^^ 
beietely in your own mind, and conaider wiMther 
the apptication, and the degree of r«»tr«int,^ whkh I 
neuire but one year more, will not be amply ropnd 
by ell the adTantageSk and the perfett Uberty. wWA 
youwiUwcii^aattheendof it. YoufowagoQ* 
senao will, I am s«ure, not allow you to^tesitat^ oa» 
»om«nt in y«ttrehoioe*-4iJtod bless ye«l Adseo* 

p Sw Sir James G«^« lelteit not being yet mm^ 
m«.'as I thongbt they would, I shaU endoao tkoM 
rW««TXk I believe WiU ,at to Vonloe • 

sdonasyou* 
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IATTE& GLXXIX. 

Zoniomf JfyrU It, O. S, 1749k 
DEAR BOY, 

I RECEIVED by the last naU ft totter from Mr. 
Ii«te» dstHl VrtLgw, April the 1st, N. 9. ; for 
vUdi I doira 70a wiU retura him ray Il)aak$» and 
anve him, that I extremely approve of what he h«s 
dMt» aaiTprofoses eventnally to d<s io your way to 
TafiOb WlM> would have thoaglit you were old 
enough to have been bo well acquainted with the 
heroes of the Beilmn Tricenmale, as to be looking 
out for tfauir great graadsoos in Boliemia, with that 
affiRtfton with whid> I an> iuformed you seek for tfaf 
Wallsceins, theKinskb, &c.? As I cannot ascribe 
it to yowr age, I must to yow consummate knowi* 
ledge of Instoiy, that makes every country, and 
every century as it were yeurown^ Seriously; I 
am toldy that ye« are bofh wry strong and very cor*- 
rect in history; ofwhidi 1 am extremely glad. This 
is useful knowledge. 

Omite da Perron and Comte Lascarit are arrived 
here ; the -former gaw me » letter from Sir Charles 
WiliiMBs, the latter brouglit me yout orders. They 
are very pretty men, mid have both knowledge and 
manners, which, though they always ought, sektom 
do go tugeChop. I examined them, particularly 
Comte Lasearis, conoeraing yon : tiieir report is a 
very f«vourable one, especially ou the side of know- 
ledge : the qnieltBess of conception, which- they aU 
low yooy I cm earily crectit ; but the attention, 
wfaaoh tlicy add i»>it, pleases me the more, as I own 
I expected it less. Go on in the pursuit and the in- 
crease of knowledge ; nay, I am sure you will, for 
you now know too much to stop ; and if Mr. Harte 
would let you be idle, I am convinced tliat you 
would not. But now that you have left Leipsig, 
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and are entered into the great world, remember 
there is another object that must keep pace with, 
and accompany knowledge ; I mean manner^ po- 
liteness, and the graces ; in which Sir Charles Wil- 
liams, Uiongh very mach year friend, owns you are 
▼ery deficient. The manners of Leipsig muat be 
shook off; and in tliat respect yoa tnust pat oi^ the 
new man. No scramUing at your meals, as at ^ 
German ordinary; no awkward of ei l mos of gknses, 
plates, and saltcellars ; no horse-play. Oo the 
contrary, a gentleness of manners, a graceful car- 
riage, and an insinuating address, must taka tbeir 
place. I repeat, and shall uerer cease reptatmc 
to you, the Oracet, the Graeei, 

I desire that as soon as ever yon get to Tviia» 
you will apply yourself diligently to the Italian Ian. 
gnage, tiiat, before you leave that place, yo« maj 
know it well enough to be able to speak toleraUj 
when you get to Rome, where you will soon make 
yourself perfBCtly master of Italian, from the daflj 
)aece<isity yon will be under of speaking k. In the 
mean time I insist upon your not neglecting* me^ 
less forgetting, theGeiman yoa already know, which 
you may not only continue, bui impiwve, by ajpeak- 
Sng it constantly to your Saxon boy, and as often as 
you can to the several Germans yon will meet with 
in your travels. Ton remember, no doubt, tiiat yoa 
must never write to me from Turiu, but in the Oe»- 
m^ language and character. 

I send you the enclosed letter of reoommendatiott 
to Mr. Smith, the king's consul at Venice, who.cao» 
and I dare say will, be more useful to yoa there 
than aoiy body. Pray make your court, and behave 
your best to Monsieur and Madame CapelLo, who 
will be of great nse to you at Rom«. Adieu 1 Tour's, 
tenderly. 
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LETTER CLXXX. 

London, April ig, O. S. 1749. 

DEAR BOY, 

rilHIS letter will, I believe, still find you at Venice, 
-*- io all the dissipation of masquerades, ridottos, 
operas, &c. With ail m j heart ; they are decent 
evening amusements, and very properly succeed that 
aerious application to which I am sure you devote 
yonr mornings. There are liberal and illiberal plea- 
aores, as well as liberal arts. There are so^e plea- 
sures tliat degrade a gentleman as much as some 
trades could do. Sottish drinking, indiscriminate 
gluttony, driving coaches, rustic sports, such as 
fox-cliaaes, horse-races, &c. ase, in my opinion, infi- 
nitely below the honest and industrious professions 
of a tailor and a shoe-maker, which are said to 
dinger, 

■ As > you are now in a musical country, where 
singing, fiddling, and piping, are not only the com- 
mon topics of conversation, but almost the principal 
objects of attention, I cannot help cautioning you 
against giving into those (I will call them illiberal) 
pleasures (though music is commonly reckoned one 
of the liberal iu-ts) to the degree that most of your 
countrymen do, when tl^ey travel in Italy. If yon 
love music, hear it ; go to operas, concerts, and pay 
fiddlers to play to you ; but I insist upon your uei- 
tiler piping nor fiddling yourself. It puts a gentle, 
man in a very frivolous, contemptible light ; brings 
faim into a great deal of bad company ; and takes up 
a great deal of time, which might be much better 
employed. Few things would mortify me more, 
than to see you bearing a part in a concert, -with a 
fiddle under your chin, or a pipe in your mouth. . 
1 have had a great deal of conversation with Comte 
du rerron, and Comte Laacaiis, upon your sulo<ect: 
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•Dd I will tell yott very truly what Comte An 1 
(who, in my opiuon, is a very pretty man) said of 
you. < II a de I'esfnzt, itn Sfwmr pen conunun & 
son age, une grande vivacity et quand il aura pria 
des maaieiesil MMsa par£Mt; <ar il faut avouer qu'il 
sent encore le college ; mais cela viendra.* I Y^aa 
▼ery glad to hear from one whom I tliink so good a 
judge, that yon wanted nodiing bat4<«v mmmiar e M j 
which I am ^^oavtoocMi foa will stam aaon acqairey 
In tbecan^paay whidi heaoefarwafiis yon areMlMly 
to keep. But I SMMt add too, that, if jKMiahooM 
aot«k04)ttire them, aU the rest wrill be of Taiy little 
we to yon. By manicre*,*! do not mean faaae oem- 
laoa ctvUifty i ^very body want have that wba voolii 
•ot be lucked out of company ; bat 1 maan tngagiar, 
ioMavstiQg, shining manners ; a dbtiogoisbiair p«. 
Htenesa, aa skmoat irseaistiblc addccss^ a Baperiur 
^ncefafaiess in all yon say or do. it is dds aioa# 
that can pve all yenr other talants their fall ktstra 
and value; and cQiMeqaenUy, it is tUs w^ich 
should now be the principal object of your atten- 
tion. . Observe minately wherever you go, the 4d- 
lowsd and established Btodels of good*bvecili^, aa4 
form yourself upon thea. Whatever ptoaaes jam 
■lost in otiiecs wlU iafaAliUy please otben ki yon. 
I have oftien repeated tius to yoo; aowis yoar tioM 
of patting it in praotioe. 

Fray mdn aiy cosipUments ta Mr. Haste, aad tell 
Mm I have reoeivediiis ietleriirom Vieaaa, of tjie 
16th, N. 8. but that I shall not tiaaUe hki witk aa 
answer to it titt I have reotived the o^artetler 
^rhicfa be -proniises aw, npaa thesid^eetof ona«f 
cay last. I long to iuir firota lum aftoer your •(ittie> 
taent at Turin: the moalftis that yoa are to pass tlien 
wrili be very decisive Mies for yoa. Hie etvrdses 
jDfIke aoade«iy, and the manaers af oourts mast ta 
attended ta aad acqidred, aod at thfe saow time 
your ether atadiescontiDaed. I aa sopeyna wm 
not pass, aar desire, aae single idte haarthere ; for 
J do mt Ibrcne that yaa.eaa, ia aoy ^art of your 
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iitk, fm^ 4M tU mo0kt to freaier toteretC tirair 
fkom iieat«i« «t Toria. 

Wfl will talk herg «ft er ilkont your stmy vt Rone, 
aad In «Cber parts ef Italy. This only I will ««wr»- 
•om mm tA to yon, wliieh w, t* eatnei flM spirit «f 
ewiryplac* you go to. 1b those places wMch are 
oaly«9lfi««islied hy classical fame, and Tal«aUe 
»MMias«f aatMialty, iMva year Glassies In year 
lna4aa4lB ymnr lM*d; ooBiparetbe ao ei eut t«o> 
iMfhy a«id desevlptioM wiHi the nedera ; and Mvsr 
Mltetska Mtca. Ihniie wUl AimUh yo« with %». 
•toess saswgh oT «Mt eert; batthen it femishee 
jma wHh maoy o«her «bjeets w«U deservinf yowr s*- 
Wiatisii ; e«eh as deep «ec)esiaMieal craft aad pa- 
Hiy. Adim. 



LETTER OLXXXI. 

Zdmdm, Jpril n,0, 5. m9. 
DEAR BOT, 

I il AV£ sfoalvod yoor letter ftcm Tie&a^ of th« 
^ 49th,^.8. ybich fjyas «a giaat nneaai ofsi uimo 
Mr.2iarte*sacco«DU Tan end I hava reason to ia. 
trrast ouraaUwa 'vaiy psrUoaiarlf iaavery thisf that 
raiates to bin. I aviglad, boweircr, thatiu>boaeis 
btokcAordisWcaled ; whiob bainf the case, I hope hm 
wil ba\(a haaa ahla to pumue his jovrasy to Veaice j 
ift that anfpnsiriftw I direct this latter to you at Tu* 
oa; wheM it «iU siU^r Aad, or at least not wait 
To^ l09g Cor fou, as I calcaiate that you will ba 
thace^theaiMie^ AsattoMtk^ 2f. a. IhfO^you 
icAectkow BUieb jF^Qhave tado Uiera^ and that yo« 
V detMrnsioed to eni^y W9rf mtumut of your 
tinae accordiogly. Yoa have yoiur rUssiosl aad se* 
VtMr stadias to eootiooe with Mr. Haste; yoo 
have yo«r aitercisM to lee^ ; ihe turn aad saaaaecs 
of a court to anquire, MJservinf alws#s some tinie 
(ertbf dM«BtMM«KiMiut«4«d pWaiWW ^ ♦ «»»^ 
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tieman. You see that I am never against ple —n reg* 
I iQved them myself when I .was of jour age, and it 
is as reasonable that you should love them bow: 
but I.insist upon it, that pleasures are very comWaa- 
able with both business and studies, and have a rooch 
better relish from the mixture. The nten who caa- 
oot join business dnd pleasure, is either a formal 
coxcomb in ^e one, or a sensual beast in the other. 
Tour evenings I therefore allot for company, assem- 
blies, balls, and such sort of amusements ; as I look 
upon those to be the best schools for the manners of 
a gentleman, which nothing can give but use, ob? 
servation, and experience. You have, besides, Ita- 
lian to learn, to which I desire you will diligentlj 
apply; for though French is, I believe, the languafs 
qf the court at Turin, yet Italian wUl be very ne- 
cessary for you at Rome, and in other parts of Italy; 
and if you are well grounded in it while you are ak 
Turin (as you easily may, for it is a very easy Ian- 
guage), your subsequent stay at Rome will maka 
you perfect in it. I would also have you acqi^ra 
a general notion of fortifications : I mean, so fk£ 
as not to be ignorant of the terms, which yon will 
often hear mentioned in company ;- such as BaveUnp 
Bastion, Otocii, Con t rucarpe, iHc, In order to 
tills, I do not propose tiiat you should make a study 
of fortification as if you were to be an engineer: 
but a very easy way of knowing, as much as yoa 
need know of them, will be, to visit often the fortill* 
cations of Turin, in company with some old ofiker 
, ar engineer, who will show, and explain to yon, the • 
several worics themselves ; by which means you will 
get a clearer notion of than than if you were to see 
them only upcm paper for seven years together. Go 
to originals whenever yon can ; and trust to copies 
and descriptions as little as possible. At your idle 
hours, while you are at Turin, pray read the history 
of the House of Savoy, which has produced a great 
many very great men. The late king, Victor Ama» 
d^, #at undoubtedly one ; and the present kfaig is. 
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tenoropiDiao, anotlwr. In geanal, I befitiw thM 
little pwrncM ate more Mkdy t* te great ■!«% Uhw 
those -whose more extensive dominions, and aoferior 
MiengUi , flatter tfaena witfa a^secori^; ivhidi com- 
■ool]^ pfodncea nefUgenee and indoieoee. ABttIa 
paoc8» in the neigUHiariiood of great omm, must, ha 
alert, and Look o«t sharps if hm woold sa co se his avtt 
dsninioaa; nuidi more still, if ha vonid enlarge 
Ihem. HeflM M tw a tuhfiBrccnjuncturetyor fdw a i i n a r 
laaMka them. So princes hanre ever posaesaad this 
art better than those of the Hoase of Savoy ; vkm 
have enlarged dieir dominions prodigiously within a 
centnrj, by profiting of conjunctures. 

I send you here anelosed, a letter from Comte 
Lascaris, who is a warm friend of yours : I desire 
tbsft yo» widl answer it very soon, and very cordial- 
ly ; and remember to make your compliments in it 
to Comte du Perron. A young nian should never 
he wanting ia theac attentions ; they cost little, and 
Wing in a gneat deal, by getting yoa people** good 
word and affsction. They gain tiie beiur^ to which 
I have always advised you to apply yonrsekf partioif- 
lariy ; it guides ten thousand for one that reason is« 



I caimot end this letter, or (I bdieve) any other, 
withoat repeating my recommendtOion of the graeau 
Tbey are to be met with at Turin: for God's sake, 
saertice to tbem, and they will be propitious. Peo^ 
pie mistake grossly, to imagine that the least awk* 
wantnesa. in either matter or manner, mind or body, 
is aw indifferrnt thing, and net worthy of attentioft* 
It may posatfaly be a weakness in me (but in short wa 
are aH so asade) : I confess to you fairly, that when 
yaw Shan oone home, and that I firat see yea, if I 
•ad yo« ungracefkl in your address, and awkward 
Ib your person imd dress, itwUlbe impossible fcnr 
vse to love yow hatf se well as I shevld otherwiaa 
do^ let your iairiiuie merit and knowledge be ever 
io great. If that wonW be ^ur case with me, aaJt 
etally wwrtd, tadga bow nw«b wwse U might be wil» 

ca 
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othert» srhohavie not theaame affectioo and partUIU^r 
for you, and to ^hose hearts you most make your 
own way. 

Remember to write to me constantly, while yo^i 
^fure in Italy, in the German language and character, 
till you can write to me in Italian ; which will not 
be till yon have been some time at Rome. 

Adieu, my dear boy ; may you turn out, what Mr. 
Harte and I wish you ! I must add, that, if you do 
not, it will be both your own fault, and your own 
misfortune. 



LETTER CLXXXII. 

London, May 15, O. S. 114^ 
DEAR BOY, 

THIS letter will, I hope, find you settled to your 
serious studies, and your necessary exercises a« 
Turin, after the hurry and dissipation of the Cami- 
(V9l at Venice. I mean that your stay at Turin 
should, and I flatter myself that it will, be a useful 
and ornamental period of your education ; but at the 
^anie time I must tell you, that all my affection for 
you has never yet given me so much anxiety as that 
:which I now feel. While you are in danger, I 
idiall be in fear; and you are in danger at Tu- 
rin. Mr. Harte will, by his care, arm you as well as 
he can i^aiust it ; but your own good sense and re- 
solution can alone make you invulnerable. I am iii' 
formed, there are now many English at the academy 
at Turin ; and I fear, those are just so many dangers 
for you to encounter. Who they arc, I do not know ; 
but I well know the general ill couduct, the inde- 
cent b^iaviour, and the illiberal views, of my young 
.countrymen abroad; especi^ly wherever they are 
in jnumbers together, 111 example is of itself 
dangerous enough ; but those who give it stidom 
stop tb«re; they add their infamous exhortations 
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uid invitHtions ; and, if these M\, they have recovrte 
to ridicale ; -which is harder for one of your age and 
inexperience to withstand, than either pf the former. 
Be upon your guard, therefore, against these batto* 
ties, which will all be played upon yon I You are 
not sent abroad to converse with your own country- 
men: among them, in general, you will get little 
knowledge, no languages, and I am sure, no man- 
ners. I desire that you will form no connexions, 
nor (what they impudently call) friendshipa, with 
tiieae people; which are, in truth, only combinations 
and cMispirades against good morals and good man> 
ners. There is commonly, in young people, a fodlity 
that makes Ihem unwilling to refuse any thing that is 
aaked of them ; a mauvaUe honte, that makes them 
ashamed to refuse ; and, at the same time, an ambi- 
tion of pleasing and shining in the company they 
keep: these several causes produce the best eflfiect 
in good company, but the very worst in bad. If 
people had no vices but their own, few would have 
so many as they have. For my own part, I would 
aooner wear other people's clothes than their vices ; 
and they would 6t apon me just as well. I hope you 
will have none ; but, if fever you have, I beg, at 
least, they may be all your own. Vices of adoption 
are, of idl other, the most disgrticefol and unpar- 
donable. There are degrees in vices, as well as in 
virtoei ; and I must do my countrjrmen the justice 
to say, they generally take their vices in the lowest 
degree. Their gallantry is the infamous mean de> 
baochery of stews, justly at^nded and rewarded by 
the loasoftbeirheuth as well as their diaracter. Their 
pleasom of the table end in beastly drunkenness^ 
low riot, broken windows, and very often (as they 
well deaerve) broken bones. They game, for the sakeof 
ttie vice, not of the amusement, and^ therefore carry 
it to excess : undo, or. are undone by th^ oompa- 
nions. By such conduct, and in such company abroad, 
they come home the unimproved, illiberal, and uagen- 
llemanlike d-eattares, tfavtooe daily sees them; tfaftt is. 
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In^hmjmMk, *md to dn «feFeet>> for OB0 sever ai««i» 
ibora ui goad cmmput^j; vbeM UneyJmve ncathM* 
oaDBtrs to proMBt fehenselvo^ ftor raorit tD be ■» 
ceiwwd. Bwttt with 4he manners of foetwim ap4 
gmoni, thef msmmt tbeir dresg too ; for, jro« imut 
hsve obeenred titem in the etfeeto befe, itt diitj blMt 
ftocka, vitii oaken atioka in tfieir liaods, «ad (bar 
teir-gi«B4y «ad uapowdered, Uacked «y uader tfectr 
Ju(ts«f«acnenDeM«is<£ Thus fiaiahedaad edone^ 
6y thair traorete, tb^ beoeme tfie daaurberi of pk^ 
liowee; tbey toeak the windeva, «<ed oomwoely <be 
-faMtdlordiv ef Ihe tawcnM vfaene tbej 4|riok ; end em 
mt oBc^tlieeHfpoit, the tervor, aad tbe vktuns, of th« 
tonr4gr4iouMa they defeat. Tiieae ^or «iaUkem 
feofiletfai4k ttey eUae, «iKi ee fthqrcie indeed^ bM 
*is, «tpatra<actMn«biMs«iathed«fik. 

I Ma Mt new preacbMig io yBM, like jm old leUow^ 
«poa eil^r rcli g ie na or nonH CMtte; ien peMued. 
cid jtm. dastotwant tbebest iaatruotions of Xhat kind^ 
^ot I am edviting jou as a iriead, as a nuin «f tbe 
Hvofid, as mae who vottld not have jou old «rhil« 
jmx ere yoaog, battrotfld iieve you lake ail tkm 
fitaaaaffcs thactreoeea points eat and tbet -deeencr 
wairants. I will tberefore suppose, for a^timent** 
MduB (for npen no other aoco«nt<an it be aappoae^), 
iNat «il the ideas abe ro ■ en ti o a ed were perfectly ia* 
noeent ia tbeoMelvese tbcy weald stiU degrade, mO^ 
iy, andelak, thoaewlkopratitiaedibeQi; woaUe^ 
ethret their Tiaiiif ia the wodd, bydebenng llie« 
oliaiBctars; and «iva Ihem a lowtttra<«f miad ead 
ttMBaaia, abaelately iiMaeaaisteat with their — 'iiag 
any figure in wpper life, aad «reat baaiaess. 

Whet I hanre mew aaid, tegetber with year ««« 
geadeenae, is, i hope, enftcieot to ana jou 4«aMat 
tHeae d a c tian,theiaeitationa,-orthe pn > tit i ^ i^jda». 
Utloiia (for i eofaet call ttaeni tenptatioDs) ef thoM 
wafortDaateyaaag people. Oa the other hMid,whe^ 
■ilieywoakt engage ytn ip these e rh raa es, coaOn^ 
yoBieelf with a deoent bat ebBady mSmmli moki 
t nm ti'# v a ta y ayoa each phda peiatfc. ¥•• Mt «aa 
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l«iiflC to cQMvert Ckam, aad, I trvat, loo wise to be 
•oAv«rted by then. Shnn HJa^m noL onlf ia realitf , 
but even in appeiiraace, if yon woold be well roceiv* 
•d in good comp«By ; for peopAe will always be ^y 
ef jreoe^viug a nan, who comes from a place wliera 
tlK plMgae rages, let liin look ever so healthy. 
Tbefe are soaie cxpiessioas, both in French and Eng^ 
lish, and same cbaracters* hotii in those two and ia 
oCbor CMUtiies, which hmv«, I dare »ay, misled amny 
young nea to their niia. ' Une homi^te d^baucbe, 
use jolte ddbaacbe ;* aa ac^reeuble rake, a man of 
pleasure. Do aet think that thia aeaas debaudiery 
tnd peoOigacy : notiuBg liJie it. It SMesB at ewst 
Hie accidental aad anfine^voBt irregalsritim of youth 
aad vivacky, ia opfmilion to dulncss, formality, and 
want of spirit. A coauneroe gmiemtf inseosihly 
fanned adth a wowsn of fashion ; a giass of wine or 
tafo too awdh umranly taken, in the warmth aad joy 
of gpod coBipaay; «r some iaaeccnt frolic, by which 
•obody is lajaied ; are the atauiot boonds of that 
life af ipleasaMs, which a nan ef sense and decency, 
arfao has a regard for his character, will allow him- 
aelf, ar ba allowed byotlveis. Those who transgress 
them in the hopes af^iiaiag, miss their aim, and be> 
came iafiwneas, 4a- at least coatnniptible. 

The ksiglh er shortness of yonr stay at Turin will 
aaftcioatiyifltfonnaie (evea though Mr. Harte should 
w>t) of yeorODndaottlKre; for, as I have tsld yna 
tefase, Mr. Harle has the strictest orders to carry 
you away immadiately from thence npan the first 
^nl leMt syaiptom of infcctiott that te discovers 
atom yaa ; and I kaawJnm totwtooaaoscientinaB- 
4y serapailoMa, aadtaanracfa yonrfiriead aadnwnv, 
•at CO axacote then eaactiy. Marsover, I will ia- 
iam foo, that I ahaU have coastaiA aecoaaU of 
iraar tahaviaur Aan Coobix! Sahn oar, the guwemor 
af «be acadnay, whaae aon is aaar liere, and my par- 
•kakr Maad. I have ab» other good efaaanels of 
iacoU«ean» «f wtmdk I da aat appiise yon. But, 
•apf^eaiiwCtiMaUtaanasitweUatTantt, yet, as I 
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propose your being at Rome, for the jubilee at Chris t> 
mas, I desire that yon will apply yourself diligentlj 
to your exercises of dancing, fencing, and riding, at 
the academy ; as well as for the sake of your health 
and growth, as to fashion and supple you. You muat 
not neglect your dress neither, but take care to b* 
^ien met. Pray send for the best operator for th« 
teeth at Turin, where I suppose there is some £a- 
mons one, and let him put yours in perfect order; 

' and then take care to keep them so afterwards yoarw 
self. Yon had very good teeth, and I hope thenar* 
•o still ; but even those who have bad ones should 
keep them clean ; for a dirty mouth is, in my mind, 
ill manners : in short, neglect nothing that can pok- 
sibly please. A thousand nameless litUe things, 
which nobody can describe, but which every body 
feels, conspire to form that whole of pleasing; ai 
the several pieces of a Mosaic-work, though sepa- 
rately of little beauty or value, when properly join- 
ed, form those beautiful figures which please every 
body. A look, a gesture, an attitude, a tone of 
voice, all bear their parts in the great work of plena- 
ing. The art of pleasing is more particularly necea- 
aary in your int^ided profession, than perhaps in 
any other; it is in truth the first half of your bua^ 
xiess ; for if you do not please the court you are sent 
to, you will be of very little use to the court yon 
are sent from. Please the eyes and the ears, they 
will introduce yon to the heart; and nine timet In 
ten the heart governs the understanding. 

Make your court particularly, and show distio- 
guished attentions to such men and women as are 
best at court, highest in the faahiMi, and in the opl- 

« nion of the public ; speak advantageously of them 
behind their backs, in companies who you have rea- 
son to believe will tell them again. Express yoor 
•admiration of the many great men that the House of 
Savoy have produced ; observe, Aat Nature instead 
of being exhisusted by ttiose efibrts, seem to have re- 
ddttbled them, in the persons of the present king. 
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foid the dnke of Savoy; wondw, at this nite» where 
it will end; and cooelnde, that it must mid in the 
flDvernment of ail Eorope. Say this lihiewise where 
R will probably be repeated ; but say it unaffectedly, 
and, the last especially, witii a kind of a^fouementi 
These little arts are very allowable, and must be 
made use of in the course of the world ; they are 
ideasing to one party, usefot to the etiier, and inju- 
rious to nobody, 

What I have said with regard to my countrymen 
in general does not extend to them all witiiout ex- 
ception ; tliere are some who have both merit and 
manners. Your friend, Mr. Stevens, is among the 
latter, and I approve of your connexion with him. 
Ton may happen to meet with some others, whose 
filendship may be of great nse to you hereafter, 
either from their superior talents, or their rank and 
fortune ; cultivate them : but then I desire that Mr. 
Harte may be ihe judge of tliose persons. 

Adieu, my dear child ! Consider seriously the 
importance of the two next years to youf character, 
your figure, and your fortune. 



LETTER CLXXXIII. 

landen, May 2£, O. & 1749b 
UEAR BOY, 

I RECOMMENDED to you in ray last an inno- 
cent piece of art ; that of flattering people behind 
their backs in presence of those who, to make their 
own court, much more than for your sake, will not 
foil to repeat, and even amplify the praise to the 
party concerned. This is, of all flattery, the most 
pleasing, and consequently the most effectual .>- 
Tliere are other, and many othrr inoffensive arU of 
this kind, which are necessary in the course of the 
world, and which he who prattisea the earliest wUl 
please the most, and rise the soonest. The spiriu 
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Mid -nvntatjf of youtb w» apt to tivgliect &en ai 
iiMl«ns» or reject them as trombktaoxam. B«^ «iko«* 
q«eut knowledge aod expodeBce of tbeimM-va* 
nuid iM of their importaoiccy commoal^iriiea it m 
too late. The priocipel of these tiungs is the ma- 
ster j clone's tempor, and that coolness of aind, aod 
serewty o£ cotintesuoioe, wfaicfa hiadcrs vs finm die* 
Govering, bgr voids, actions, or e«ca looks^ Aos« 
passions or sentiments by which we mto imrardly 
moved or agiitated ; and the diseovvry of ivhicli 
gives co(rier and abler people such infiBke advairtagoa 
over us, n<A only in great boMnsss, b«t in all tb» 
most commcm occ urr ences of life. A man who doeo 
not possess hLnself enough to bear disagreestilo. 
things withoot visible marks of anger ud change of 
qouutenance, or agreeable (wes without sadd«9 
bursts of joy and ezpaosion of conateDanec^ is at 
the mecry of e%-ery artful knave, or pert coxcomb s 
the former will provoke or please you by design, to 
catch uDguardcd words or looks, by which he will . 
easily decijpher the secrete of year heart, of which 
you should keep the key yourself« and trust it wiCk 
uo mau living. The latter will, by his absurdity, 
and without intending it, produce the same di>co- 
veries, of which other people will avail themselves. 
You will say, possibly, that this coolness must be 
aonstiiutional, and consequently does not depend 
upon the will ; and I will allow th^t constitution 
has some power over us ; but I will maintain too 
that people very often, to excuse themsdves, veiy 
unjustly accuse their constitutions. Care and rew 
flection, if property used, will get the better; and a 
man may as surely i^et a habit o^ letfeiBg his reason 
prevail over his constitution, as of letting, as most 
people do, the latter prevail over the fyrmm. If yo« 
find yourself sobjeci to sudden starts of passion, or 
madness (fur I see no difereace between them, but 
in their doratioB), resolve within yourself at leas«» 
never to speak one word while you feel thateaiotiim 
^tidn you. D«iennhi« too, to heep^ yoar oowttch 
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as munoTed and unembaiTassed as posaiblej 
which steadiness you may get a habit gf bj constant 
attention. I should desire nothing better, in any no; 
gotiation, than to have to do with one of these men 
of warm, quick passions, which I would take care to 
set in motion. By artful provocations I would ex- 
tort rash and unguarded expressions ; and by hint* 
ing at ail the several things that X could suspect, in- 
fallibly discover the true one, by the alteration it oo; 
casioned in the countenance of the person. ' Volto 
sdolto am pensieri stretti' b a most useful maxim in~ 
business. It is so necessary at some games, such as 
bcrlanf gmnxe, &c. that a man who had not the 
command of his temper and countenance, would in- 
&Uibiy be undone by those who had, even though 
they played fair. Whereas in business, you alwaya 
play with sharpers, to whom at least you should 
five no fair advantages. It may be objected, that I 
am novr recommending dissimulation to yon: I both 
own and justify it. It has been Iqng said, ' Qui ne- 
scit dissimulard, nescit regnare :' I go still farther, 
and say, that without dlssiinulation ^o business can 
be carried on at all. It is nmulation that is false, 
mean, and criminal ; that b, the cunning which 
Xord fiacon calls crooked, or leHrhanded wbdom, 
and which b never made use of but by those whp 
have not true wbdom. And the vame great man 
says, that dissimulation b only to hide our own 
cards: whereas simulation b put on in order to look 
into other people's. Lord Bolingbroke, in his ' Idea 
of a patriot king,' which he has lately publbhed, and 
which I will send you by tlie first opportunity, says 
very justly, that simulation is a.aileUo; not only 
an uiyust, but an unlawful weapon, and the use of 
it very rarely to be excused, never justified. Where- 
as dissimulation b a shield, as secj'ecy b armour; 
and it b no more possible to preserve secrecy in bu- ^ 
sinesa without some deg^ of dbsimulation, than it ' 
b to succeed in business without secrecy. He goes 
on and says, that those two arts, of dissimulaliou 
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t&d secrecy, are li%e flie «Iloy mingled «pMi pvr^ 
ere ; e little is neeesaery, «mt irlll not <lebft9e tit# 
coin below its proper staadnnl ; but if mere thim 
ttwt little be employed ftheit is eifniiltftioQ end otm. 
BiDg), the ooin loses Hs -cm-pency, end tlie ooiner bit 
credit. 

Make yourself abselnfec mestar, therefore, of yonr 
temper ami. your ceanteaanee, so f«r, «t leae^ «s 
that no visible change do -appear in either, irhatev«r 
yon may -feel tirwtn-dty . This may be difieirft, hot 
H is by «o means impossible; and asa matt of sense 
sever attempts im po ss i b ilities, on one hand; on the 
rnher, lie is never -(fiscottn^fed by dmealdes ; on 
the eoBtraiy, he redonbles his industry and his dffi- 
geooe ; he perseveres, and infeUtbly prevails at last. 
In any point which pradence bids yon pnraoe, mad 
which a manifest ul^ity attends, let d ifficui tte s «iiy 
animate your indnstiry, not deter yon from diepufw 
suit. If one way has failed, try anoth«- ; be active^ 
persevere, and you will conquer. Some people are 
to be reasoned, some flattered, some imimidated, 
and some teased into a thlog ; bat ih general all -are 
to be broui^t into it at last, if -skilfully applied to, 
properly managed, and indefetigiMy attacked in 
their several weak places. The time should likewise 
be judiciously chosfn ; e\'ery man 1ms bin moUia 
tempera ; but t^at is far from being all day long ; 
and yon would choose yoxw time very ill, If you ap> 
^ied to a man about one business, when his head 
was full of another, or when his heart was full of 
grief, anger, or any other drsagrecable sentiment. 

In <order to jmlge of the inside of -others, stady 
jroor own 5 fur men in general are very much alike j 
tmd ttiottgh one Itas one prevailing passion, and aQ> 
-other has another, yet their operations are modi the 
same; and whatever engt^^ or disgusts, pleases or 
, -offends you in others, will, -mtrtatU mutandis, m- 
iptge, disgust, plrase, or offend others in yoo. Ob- 
serve with the utmost attention^ alt the operations 
of yonr own^ndnd, fSbt nMore of yonr paasioiiSy and 
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Itowim m^tictm «lKit 4et»naMe yow-«4ll; an* 
jm m«y, in a g»«*d«gn», kii»*rail Biaiifc*«d. Wm 
anmoe ; de jou find 9>o«i«elf tmrt miA mortiie* 
vhm Miotiier mftlm yov i^t hb Bvperiontif, mat 
jnmrown «if«ri«rHy, In knowl^Age, pwts* n&k, or 
fertnae? yon witl certainiy take great care not tor 
■eke a p^aon, ^r4K>ee g!M»d wUl. eoodword, iaCeraM, 
cfteem, orfnend^m 70a vnuld fata, feeltkaten- 
yerieiHy U yo«, te eaee you have it. If disasraa- 
«Me insimwdfrns, el jr 6&eers, or repeated cantradie- 
«eas, tease and irritate fon, "wouM yoa ase tbem, 
vtMreyoowuhtoeasageaadpleaM? Sttreljaot; 
aal I kope yon wirtj to engage and please, aima* 
aaivemally. The temptation <>fa^ing a woMt a»* 
vk^ thing, «r ftoi»m«e, and the laalicioiis apptaaea 
«ltlrwlikh ic is commoriy i weiwe d, has «iadepea» 
(le iHwcaa say lliem, and stttl oftener people vA» 
Midc Ifcey eaa, bat caanet, and yet try, more«o«^ 
aties, and impiacdDle oaes toe, than any nne other 
thtttg that I knew of. 1¥1ien sach tblags, then, shall 
happen to be said at yoar expense (as somcAiraes 
«iey certainly vrtll), reflect serioasly npon the sent** 
nefttsofuueaainess, anger, and resentroeai, which 
ftey excite in yen ; and eoander-wbetber it can 'be 
prodent, by the same means, to excite the same sen^ 
flments in oU»ers agsinst yon. R is a decided fartly 
to toee a friend for a jest; tratinmymind, itisnot 
a nrach less degree of fofly, to tatkt aki anemy of an 
indifiereot and neutral person, fcrthe sake of a^en 
mee. When things of tMaklnd happen to be said 
ef yon, the most prudent way is to seem not to 
sappose ihtrt thfey are meant at y«u, but to Assem- 
ble and conceal whatever degree of anger you may 
fcel hiwardly ; and should theybe so pliaa, that you 
eavQOt be anpposed ignorant of their oMaalog. tn 
join in the laui^ of the compaay agAwt ywnaelf j 
i»dmewtedgethe«ttobeafciraaa.«ndlhe jeette 
good one, and play oif the wbble thing in seeming 
U« fcmmmr; b«tb,ne«eans ^epj ^ ^««2* 
way, which only shows that yarn are bolt, a«i p 
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Hihes the victory which yoa might hair* toaomlmd* 
Should the thing said, indeed, injure yonr hooovuv 
or moral chvacter» there is but one proper repljv 
which I hope you never will have occasion to miiktt. 
% A> the firanale part of the ir<Mrld haa some influ- 
eoce, and often too much, over the male, joar ooa-' 
duct with regard to women (I mean women of 
&sbion, for I cannot suppose you capable of co^ 
▼ersing with any others) deserves some share ia 
your reflections. They are a mmierous and loqoft- 
<4ott8 body: their hatred would be more prejudiciul 
than their fiiend^p can be advantageous to yon. 
A general complaisance and attention to that sex isy 
therefore, established by custom, and certainly ne. 
cessary. But where you would particularly please 
any one, whose situation, interest, or connezioiiSy 
can be of use to you, you must show particular pre- 
ference. The least attentions please, the greyest 
charm than. The innocent, but pleasing flattcny of 
their per8<m8, however gross, is greedily swallowed, 
and kindly digested ; but a seeming regard for their 
uiiderstandings, a seeming desire of, and deference 
fyr tlteir advice, together with a seeming confidence 
iA their moral virtues, turns their heads entirely ia 
your favour. Nothing shocks them so much as the 
least appearance . of that contonpt, which they are 
apt to suspect men of entertaining of their c^ac^ 
ties : and you may be very sure of gaining their 
friendship, if you seem to think it t^rorth gaining. 
Here dissimulation is very often necessary, and evee 
simi|h4ion sometunes allowable; which,,as it pleases 
them, may be useful to you, and is injurious to n^ 
body. 

. This torn sheet*, which I did not observe when I 
began upon it, as it alters the figure shortens toe 
the length of my letter. It may very well afford itf 
my anxiety for you carries me insensibly te these 

* The original is written upon a sheet of ^ptn^etf 
the comer of which is tcxn. 
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Iragtiis. I ftin apt to fltttter myself, thtt my expe- 
rience at the latter end of my life, may be of use to 
jDU at the begioiing of yonn ; and I do not grudg^ 
tile greatest trouble, if it can procnre yov the least 
advantage. I even repeat frequently the same 
tMttgs, the better to imprint them on your young, 
and I suppose, yet giddy n^nd ; and I shat^ think 
tibat part of my time the best employed, that contri- 
butes to make you employ yours well. God bless 
*M, child ! 



LETTER CLXXZIV. 

London, June 16, O. S. I749. 
DEAR BOT, 

I DO not guess whe^ this letter will find yon ; 
but I hope it will find you well : I direct it even- 
tually to Laubaeh; from wlieace I suppose you hava 
t^en care to have your letters sent after you. I 
received no accoimts from Mr. Harte by last post, 
and the mail due this day is not yet come in; so that 
my informations come down no lower than the 8d 
June, N. S. the date of Mr. Harte's last letter. As 
I am now easy about your healtii, I am only curtons 
about your motions, which I hope have been either 
to Inspruck or Verona; for I disapprove extremely 
of your proposed long and troublesome journey to 
Switieriaod. Wherever you may be, I recommend 
to you to get as much It^ian as yon%an, befora you 
go ^tber to Rome or Kaptes : a little will be of 
great use to yoa upon tlie road, and the knowledge 
of the gFamraatical part, which you can easily ao- 
quire in two or three months, will not only fiscilitate 
yonr progre s s, but accelerate your perfection in that 
iuBguage, wlien yon go to those places where it is 
generally spoken, as Naples, Rome, Florence, Aec. 
• Shonid the state of your health not yet admit of 
your usual application to Ixtoks, you may in a great 
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' i\av» UMi I h«|M y«a wiU rfais that l^ss. k^ aM» 
faL and iiutciieiive eoMvenstian* with Jf s. Uactoi 
yoo mayv far exaaipie^ clniB« bim to give yaa, ia 
coovaMaUoB, the iMiUiaw, at leaatt of Mr. Lock«'« 
lo(i8 ; » geatnl notiom of «thks, «ad ft v«rbal epi. 
tome of rbctonc; of aU vbksh Mr. Harto wiU giv« 
yo* ckaarar klaaa in half an kMir by word of moatb, 
toaa the baokaof laost'of the daU feUow^who bav« 
miltea open Aqm »tt^ie cte irou^l do in a week. 

I have waited so long for the post, which I hoped 
would come, that the post, which is just going oat» 
obliges me to cut this letter short. God bless joa, 
my dear child^ and restere yva seon to perfect 
health! 

Miy cogplinaeati to Mr. Harte, to whose care 
yonr life is tlie least thing that you owe. 



L£TT£& CLXXXV. 

X<mcion« Jtfne S^^ 0. & 174gw 
DEAR BOY, 

THE outside of year letter of the 7th, N> 8. direct- 
' ed by yovr own hand, gafire me mere pl eam re 
than the inside of any other letter ever did. I re- 
ceived it yesterday, at the saow time with one frooi 
Mr. HarU, of the 6th. They anrived at a very pro. 
per time, forthey fboed a coeseltatien of plqrnciaBe 
in mjr roem» upoe acooont of a-fisver which I had 
&r £»ur or five days, bMtwhieh bee new entire^ left 
me. As Mr. Harte say% that yonr leafe, eow and 
then, gave yea a little pain, and thai yoersweliinge 
come and ge yariably; b«t as be meetaoes aotlunf 
of your coughing, spUtiag, or sweating, the dectort 
take it for granted, that you are entirely free freaa 
those three bad symptoms ; snd from Iheeee eeo^ 
dude, that the pain which yen eo— tiraes fsei i^a 
jronr hMgs« is ealj tymptomscicai tf year rhfaii^ 
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tic dMordcr, firom the preuare of themuclM^ 
vfaichhimienlbefiKeplAf of tbe longs. But^bowk 
•ver» sa the luagsare a point of the otmott iniport> 
aaco and delieacj» they inaUt upon yom 4nukkk§^ 
in all eraaUr asses' milk twice a de^, and goata' 
wb^j as oiiteu as jou please, tbe oftener the bettn: 
ia jonr oommoa diet thej recommend aaatteatioa 
to pectorals, such as sago, barley, turnips, &c^ w 
These rules are equally good in rheumatic as ta ooi^ 
samptive cases; you will therelibre, I hope, stnsdy 
observe them; for I take it for granted yoa are 
above tbr silly likhaga or dislikings, in which silly 
people indulge their tastes at the eapease of their 
healths. 

I a{^protre of your going to Vsaice aa much as I 
disapproved of your going to Switcerlaud. I su^ 
pose that you are by this time arrived, and iu that 
SB|if>e6>tioii I direct this letter there^ But, if you 
should fiod the heat too great* or the water offensive 
at this time of the year, I woald have you go imaMr 
diately to Verona, and stay there till the great heat* 
are over, before you return to Venice. 

The time you will probably pass at Venice will al- 
low you to make yourself master of tliat intricate 
and singular form of government of which few of 
oar travellers know any thing. Read, ask, and see 
ev«ty thing that is relative to it. There are, iika> 
wise, many valuable remains of the remotest antiiufc- 
ty, and many fioe pieces of the Amtica Modtmo i 
all which deserve a dtfiep-eut sort of attention from 
that which your countrymen commonly ^ve Ibem. 
Ibcy fo to soe tliem, ,as they go to see tlie liens, 
and the kings on her»eback, at the Tower here ; only 
to say that they have seen them. You will, I aaa 
sure, view them in another light ; you wUi .consider 
them as you vould a po«B^ to which ind^d th^ 
are a-kin. Tou will observe whether the sculptor 
has animated his stone, or the j>»inter his canvass, 
into the ju»t expression of those nentiments and pas- 
sions, which should characUriae and mark their 
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several figures. Yoa -will examine likeirise, irhetiMr 
in their groupes there be a unity of action, or pro> 
per relation ; a truth of dress and manners. Sculp- 
ture and painting are very justly called liberal arts ; 
a lively and strong imagination, together whh a just - 
observation, being absolutely necessary to excel in 
Ifcither; which, in my opinion, is by no means the 
case of music, though called a liberal art, uad uow 
in Italy placed even above the other two ; a proof 
of the decline of that country. The Venetian school 
produced many great painters, such as Paul Vero- 
nese, Titian, Palma, &c. by whom you will see, as 
well in private houses, as in churches, very fine 
pieces. The last supper, by Paul Veronese, in tb« 
chttrch of St. George, b reckoned his capital per- 
formance, and deserves your-attentibn, as does also 
the famous picture of the Comaro family, by Tltiaiu 
A taste of sculpture and painting is, in my mind, as 
becoming, as a taste of fiddling «id piping is unbe- 
coming a man of fashion. The former is connected 
with history and poetry, the latter^with nothing that 
I know of but bad company. 

Learn Italian as fast as ever you can, that you 
may be able to understand it tolerably, and speak it 
a little, before you go to Rome and Naples. There 
sj% many good historians in that language, and ex- 
cellent translations of the ancient Greek aiid Latin 
authors, which are called the CoUatm; but the only 
two Italian poets that deserve your acquaintance 
areAriosto audTasso, and they undoubtedly have 
freat merit. 

Make my compliments to Mr. Harte, and tell him, 
that I have consulted about his leg ; and that; if H 
was only a spnun, he ought to keep a tight bandage 
about the part, for a considerable time, and do no- 
thing else to it. Adieu ! Jubeo tt bene valtrt^ 
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LETTER CLXXXVI. 

London, July 6, 0.8, 1740'. 

DEAR BOT« 

A S I am now no longer in pain «bont jonr bealtii, 
<^ which I trust is perfectly restored; and as, by 
tiie various accounts I have had of you, I need not 
be in pain about your learning, your correspondence 
may, for the future, turn upon less important points^ 
comparatively, though still very important ones ; I 
mean the knowledge of the world, decorum, man* 
oers, address, and all those (commonly called little) 
accomplishments, which are iriisolutely necessary tn 
give greater accomplishments their full value and 



Had I the admirable riogoj^Oygrs, which render* 
•d the wearer invisible; and had I, at the same time, 
those magic powers, which were very common for* 
merly, but are now very scarce, of transporting my- 
self, by a wish, to any given place; my first expedi- 
tion would be to Venice, there to reeonnoUrt yoo^ 
unseen myself. I would first take you in the morn<fc 
ing, at breakfast witii Mr. Harte, and attend to 
your natural and unguarded conversation with him; 
from wlience I think I could pretty well judge of 
3ro«r natural turn of mind. How I should refoic* 
if I overheard you asking him pertinent questioni 
upon useful subjects! or making judicious reflectiont 
upon the studies of that morning, or the occttireaces * 
of the fbnner day ! Then I would follow you into 
the different companies of Uie day, and carefniiy 
observe in what manner you presented yoonelf to, 
and behaved yourself with, men of sense and dign»> 
ty; whether your address was respectful, and yet 
easy ; your air modest, and yet unembarrassed : and 
I woald at the same time penetrate into their 
tkonghtt, bs ofder to know whether your first ahord 
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made that advantageous impression upon their fan^ 
cies, which a certain address, air, and manners, ne« 
ver fail doing. I ireutd afctnnardB follow you to 
the mixed companies of the evening, such as assem- 
Wi^ atopf>era, Ice. and tiiere watch if yon trifled 
gracefully and geuteelly; if your good-breeding and 
politeness made way for your parts and knowledge, 
irith mhtU pAeasure should I hear pecf le cry oat, 
< Che ^uhate oavaliAre, com* ^ pulila, diiinvolto^ 
•pkitOBO !* If all these things tvmedout to my 
nmd, I wooM immediately asswoie atj owti shape, 
beoMne viaibie, and embrace you ; bttt> if the eoo* 
trary happaaed, I woald preserve my inviaibilitj^ 
make the bast of say way hame again, and sink m j 
disaf)f>ointneirt ufoa you and the worid. As« un^ 
fertmaately, tbeee aufMrmatural powers of 0eaift, fia&> 
ties, sylphs, aitd ^otAW, have had the fiite af the 
oracles they succeeded, and have ceased for aeaaa 
time, I must content roysalfCtlll we meet natucaUy, 
and in tha common way) wi^ Mr. Harte*s writtba 
aocoants of you, and the verbal ones which I now 
anil then receive from people who have seen you* 
However I beUeve it would do you no hana. If you 
would atwaya imagine that I were present, and saw 
and heard evei^r thing yoa did and said. 

Hiere is a certain concurrence of variaas little cir>- 
camstaaoes, which Gom|>eee what the Frendt call 
Vuimablcj and which, now you are entering into 
(he wadd^ you aaght to make it your partidriar 
study to acquire. Without them your leaning will 
be pedaMtry, your conversatian often impraper, aU 
ways aapleasaat, and your figttre, however good in 
xtMi^ awkward and unengagin^. A diamond,, while 
yough, has indeed its intrinsic value ; but till jto- 
lished is of no use, and would neither be sought for» 
aor worn. lis ^eait lustre, it is true, proceeds {hum 
its solidity, and strong cohesion^ parts; but witl»> 
oat the last peUsfa, it would remain fnt evo- a dirtyv 
nmgh raiaeral, in the cabiuefes of aooie fk-^ tturious 
Wlacton. You iMve, I hope, that aaUdlty aad c*> 
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ftMbn of p«iu ; tak* &0V «s much palito to get the 
butre. Good coiopanjr, if you make the right uoe 
p( it, will cut you. iuto abape, and give you the true 
brilliant polish. jS,propo$ of diamonds; I have 
lent you by Siriames Gray, the king's minister, who 
vill be at Venice aboot the middle of September, mj 
pwa diaiaond bucklea, which axe fitter for your 
young feet» than for my old ones : they will proper«> 
ly adorn yoa ; tiiey would only expose me. If Sir 
James finds any body whom he can trust, and who 
will be at Venice before him» he will send them by. 
that person ; but if he aliould not,. ' and Uiat you 
should be gone ftxan Venice before he gets tiiere, he 
will in tlMt case |pve fchem to your banker, Mon- 
sieur Cornet, to forward to you wherever you 
may then be. You are now of an age at which the 
Nidoining your person is not only not ridicelous, but 
^oper and becoming. Negligence would implji, 
jtitber aa indiffBrence abont pleasing, or else an iur 
folent. aeoDpnty of pleasing^ without using those 
meaaa to which oilers are obliged to have recoursei 
A thoreiigti cleaniiDess in your person is as necessa* 
tg for. your own healtli, as it is not to be offensive to 
Ather people. . Washing yourself, and rubbing your 
ItodjF and limbs frequently with a flesb-brush, wiU 
conduce ^as much to liealth as to cleanliness. A paj>> 
licular attention to the cleanliness of your mouth, 
teetb, bands, and nails, is but common decency, ia 
order not to«Sca)d people's eyes and noses. 

I send you here eaclosed a letter of recommend^- 
.4ioo to the Duke of Niverneis, tiie Frendi ambaas»> 
idor »t Rome; wjho is, in my opinion, one of the 
prettiest men I evc^r knew in my life. I do not know 
a better mode) fioryou to form yourself up«in: pray 
observe and frecjuent him as much as you can. He 
will show you what manners and graces are. I shall* 
by sucoesaive pasts, send you more letters, botli for 
Rome, and Naples, where it will be your own fault 
catircly» if you do uot keep the very best company. 
Aa you wiU meet swanns of Germans wherever. 
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course of assoft' or'gOats* mUk, for on* m u good •• 
liie other, ami po«ii>ly the tattor » tke b«sl; aad 
let yoor common food be m poctonil m fcn can ooa» 
▼enieutly make it. Pray tell Mr. Harte tbat^ accord* 
ing to hit desire, I have wrote a letter of tbanka to 
Mr. Firmian. I hopevyou write to Mm too, ftom 
time to time. The letters of reoommeadatioa of & 
man of his merit and leamiaf viti, to be sure, bo 
of great ose to you araon^ the learaed world in 
Italy ; that is, prorided ymi take care to keep up to 
the character he gires you in them, oCharwiae th»f 
yriW only add to your disgrace* 

Consider that yoo have loet a good deal of tira« 
by youriilnpss; fetch it up now you are well. At 
present yon should be a good qecono m lst of jowt 
moments, of which company and sights will claim 4 
consideraMe share ; so that those which remain lor 
Btady mast be not only attentively, but greedily ooi^ 
ployed. But iirdeed I do not suspect you of one 
tingle hioment's idleness in the whole day. Idl»> 
ness Is only tJie refage of weak mmds, and the holi- 
day of fools. I do not call good company and Ubtw 
ral pleasarcs idleness, far from it; I reoommend «# 
you a good share of both. 

I send yon here enclosed a letter frtr Cardinnl 
Alexander Albani, which you will give him as ooaai 
as ynu can get to Rome, and before you doKoar any 
others ; the purple expects diaft preferoneo : go nest 
to the Due de NivemoL% to urbom )roo are recoa»>. 
mended by several people fttParfo, as woU at by myw 
aelf. Then you may carry your other ieittm* occ** 
dotially. 

Remomber to pry narrowly into vvery part of Urn 
fovermnentt^Tenice; inform yourself of tke Malo. 
ry of tliat repoblfc, especiaHy of its most temarttMfc 
mna ; such as Che Ligve de Cambrof, ife 1M0, by 
"which it had lile to have been destroyed ; and Che 
conspiracy formed by the Marquis db Bednav, the 
Spanish ambassador, to subject it to tho «row« «f 
Bpaia. The faonoas disputes between Aat lepeMIc 
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C&d tfaa pDpe an voitk your knewledg*! Md the 
-irritings of the celebrated and ieanied i^ Paoia 
di Sarjd^ upom tb«t oocm>i>b» worth your r««di»g. 
It was once tfte greatest cemmercial power in Bvn 
iope» and Ik tin 14th and 15th ceuturiea nade » 
coiisid6cabi« figure ; but at pveeent its commeree ia 
decayed, and its richca oonaotiaeiatly decroMed; 
«ttd^ far from meddling now witii the affauv of the 
CoQtineitt, it omtob ita security to its neatraUty and 
ineffieiency ; uid that aecurity will last no longer 
thantiU one of the great powers in Europe engrosse* 
the rest of Italy; an event which this century possi- 
bly asqrt but which the next probably will see* 

Tonr friend Comte d'Eansiedlcn* and lua gOTera« 
or, have been with ma this moment* and delivered 
me your letter from Berhn, of February the Mth, 
K. 8. I like them both so well, that I am glad you 
did ; and still merp glad to hear what they say of 
yoo. Ow on, and eontinue to deserve the praises of 
those vho deserve praises themselves. Adieu. 

I break open this letter to acknowledge yonrs of 
the 3Mh June, N. S. which I have but this iastast 
received* thoagh thirteen days antecedent in date 
to Mr. Harte's lest. I never in my life heard of 
bathing four honrs s day, and am impatient to hear 
•f your saf^ anival at VeniaB* after so extraordin** 
ry aa operation. 



LETTER CL^XXYTII. 

Umdon, JuLjt 30, 0. & 1749*. 
I>EAR BOY, 

MR. HARTE'S letters and yours drop in upon 
no most ifregttlarly ; for I received by the last 
^p«t ono f^om Mr. Htkcte^ of the gth, N. S. an4 tha^ 
whw)i Mr. eveiretth^ hnd repeaved firoin him, the 
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f<iH b«for«, was of the X3Ui; at last, I soppose, 1 

•halt receive them «U. 

I an vety glad that my letter, with Dr. Shaw*» 
e|rinion, has lessened yoar bathing ; for since I was 
bora I never beard of bathing four hoars a daj, whids 
would surely be too much, even in Medea's kettle^ 
if you waaited (as yon do not yet) new4K>iling. 

Though, in that letter of mine I proposed your go« 
iag to Inspmck, it was only in opposition to Lau<^ 
sanne, which I thought much too long and painful 
• journey for you j but you will have found, by my 
subsequent letters, that I entirely approved of Ve- ^ 
nice, where I hope you have now been some tirae^ 
and which is a much better place for you to reside 
^t, till you go to Naples, than either Tieller or Lao^ 
bach. I love capitals extremely; it is in capital»- 
t^at the best company is always to be found, and 
•ensequentiy the best manners to be learned. The 
tery best provincial places have some awkward- 
nesses that distinguish their manners from those of 
the metropolis. A propo$ of capitals ; I send yoa 
here two letters- of recommendation to Naples, fr6m 
Monsieur Finochetti, the Neapolitan minuter at the 
Hague, and in my next I shftll send you twomore, 
from the same person to the same place. 

I have examined Comte Einsiedlen so narrowly, 
concerning you, that I have extorted firom him m 
confession, that you do not care to vpeak (German, 
unless to such as understand no other language. At 
this rate, yon will never speak it well, which I am 
very desirous that you should do, and of which you 
would, in time, find the advftnUge. Whoever has 
not die command of a language, and does not speak 
it with facility, will always appear below himself, 
when he converses in that language: the want of 
words and phrases will cramp and lame his thoughts. 
As you now kuow German enough to express yoiu^- 
self tolerably, speaking it very often will soon make 
you speak it very well: and then yon will appear in 
It whatever you are. What with your own Saxoft 
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Bervant, and the swarms of Germans you wUI meet 
with wherever you go, you may have opportunities- 
of cooversing in fthi^ kMM^ge half the day : and I 
do very seriously desire you will, or else all the 
paiifu yqu hav« Already UUfaen atK>iit it are lost. You 
will remember likewise, that, till ybu can write in'' 
Italian, you are alwaya to write tame in Ombhui. 

Mr* Han«*» 4KK\iectM;r« coacermog jrouv diatftapM 
•OBOM fcabe a very reaAMable ona ; it agrees eo^jrely 
with Vffi^tp wJaich -is th« upiverfal rule by which 
every man. judges of aaother oao's opinion. T^t 
wh«teyer nayhav^ been the cause of your rheumatj^ 
disonder, the eifscts are »till to be attended to; anda» 
theremustbeikremaiDiagaerimony in your blood, yott 
ought bo hav» regard to that, in your rojpcum die;|, 
aa well as in your laedicines ; both wluch should b% 
of «, sweetening aUkalio^ nature, and ftromotive of 
perspiration. KheuwaiUfi complaints are yery apt to 
set^rn, and those rstoros would be very vexatiotui 
aodd^trimeutaUo you, atyoura,ge,andiuyoiircoipjrsa 
of tnwelf. Your time is, now particularly, inesti- 
mable; and every hpur of it, at present, worth vaore 
th3n a year will be to you twenty years hence« You 
are now laying t^e foundation of your future charac- 
ter-and fortune; and one single stone wanting in tii^t 
foondation is of ,iaoce consequeuce than fifty in tlie 
saper3tr^€ture ; which can always be inended and 
embeliiahedy if the foundation is solid. X9 carry on 
the metaphor of bvildlng : I would wish you to be » 
^rintbian edi&ce» upon a Tuscan fouudation ; the 
latter having the utmost strenglb and solidity to 
support, and the former all possible ornaoaeats to 
decorate. The Tuscan column is coarse, clumsy. 
#nd unpleasant ; nobody looks at it twice ; t^ie €0- 
WPthi»n fluted column is beautiful and attractive ; 
^nty without a solid foumiatij^ni canJha^dly be seen 
twicer becavse it must soon- Uuf^tde 4ov))- Yours 
aaecti9n»t«lj» 
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LETTER CLXXXIX. 

London^ Augtat 7, O. S. 17^9* 
DEAR BOY, 

BY Mr. Harte*s letted to me of the 18th July, K. S. 
which I received by the last post, I am at length ' 
informed of the particulars both of your past dis- 
temper, and of your future motions. As to the 
former, I am now convinced, and so is Doctor Shaw, 
that your lungs were only symptomatically affected ; 
and that the iheumatic tendency is what you are 
diiefly now to guard against, but (for greater security) 
with due attention still to your lungs, as if they bad 
been, and still were, a little affected. In either 
case, a cooling, pectoral regimen is equally good. 
By cooling, T mean cooling in its consequences, not 
cold to the palate ; for nothing is more dangeroos 
ttianvery cold liquors, at the very time that one 
longs for them the most ; which is, when one is very 
hot. Fruit, when full ripe, is very wholesome ; bnt 
then it must be within certun bounds as to quantity ; 
for I have known many of my countrymen die of bloody 
fluxes, by indulging in too great a quantity of ftiiit, 
in those countries, where, from the goodness a&d 
ripeness of it. they thought it could do than no 
barm. Ne quid niml$, is a most excellent rule in 
every thing ; but commonly the least observed by 
people of your age in any thing. 

' As to your future motions, I am very well [leased 
with them, and greatly prefer your intended stay Ht 
Verona, to Venice ; whose almost stagnating waters 
must, at this time of the year, corrupt the air. Verona 
has a pore and clear air, and, as I am informed, a 
great deal of good company. Marquis Maffei, alone, 
would be worth going there for. You may, I think, 
very weU leave Verona about the middle of Sep. 
tember, when the great heats will be quite over* 
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«nd tbcB nuke the best of jrour way to Naples j 
where, I own, I want to have you, by way of precau • 
tioa (I hope it is ratiier over-caution) in case of the 
least remains of a pulmonic disorder. The anaphi- 
theatre at Verona is worth your attention ; as are al- 
so many buildings there and at Vicensa, of the ia- 
moos Andrea Palladio, whose taste and style of boild- 
lag were truly antique. It would not be amiss, if 
you employed three or four days in learning the five 
orders of architecture, witii tlieir general propor- 
tions ; and you may know all that you need know 
of them in that time. Palladio's own book of archi- 
tecture is tlie best you can make use of for that pur- 
pose, skipping over the lowest mechanical parts of It, 
such as the materials, the cement, ^c. 

Mr. Harte tells me, that your acquaintance with 
the classics u renewed ; the suspension of which h«B 
been so short, that I dare say, it has produced no 
coldness. I hope, and believe, you are now so 
much master of them, that two hours every day, va- 
interruptedly, for a year or two more, will make you 
po-fectly so ; and I think you cannot now allot then» 
a greater share than that of your time, considering 
the many other things you have to learn and to do. 
You must know how to speak and write Italian per- 
fectly : you must learp some Logic, some Geometry, 
and some Astronomy ; not to mention your exercises, 
where they are to be learned ; and, above all, you 
most learn the world, which is not soon learaec^ 
and only to be learned by trequeating good and v4 
rions companies. 

Consider, therefore, how precious every moment 
of time is to you now. The more you a|:^ly to your 
business, the more you will taste your pleasures* 
1b9 exercise of the mind in the morning whets th« 
^petite for the pleasures of the evening, as much mfi 
the exercise of the body whets the appetite for dii^ 
JMX. Business and pleasure, rightly understood, mu* 
tually assist each oti>er ; instead of being enemies, aa 
^Uy or duU people often think them* 27o man taptet 
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pleniutci truly, who does not etm th««l b^ (H^vlMI 
hnflifi«s9 ; and few people do bnsiiieks ireH, who 4o 
fiotbing else. Bemember, that wheB I speak of ple«. 
Sores, I Always meat) Uve elegeat pleaaotes of a rft> 
fiofial beiug, Hod not die brutal ones of a ewino. 1 
tnettn let bonnt cherts short of gtattony ; Wine, ftt. 
finitely short of drunkenness; play wkliout ttie feast 
laming; and gtiUantry, Without debaachery. There 
Is a Ihie in all these things, which men of ^ense, for 
ffeater security, take care to keep a good deal on thtt 
fight side of; fM* sidcness, pain, contempt, and ia. 
famy, lie immediately on the other side of it. Meli 
*6f sense imd merit in idl other respeets, may ha«« 
bad some of tiiese failings; bnt then those few ex- 
amples, instead ot inviting us to imitatiOB, shotM 
OMly pot US the more apon oaf guard against such 
^^eaknesses. Tfhoever thinks them fiuhionaMe, wiA 
<liot be So himself: I have often knoKfa a f a a htensibte 
•MaA hitve some olie vice ; but t never in my -fife knew 
•k ticfotis man a fashionable man. Vice is as d«. 
ftadtng as it is criminal. God blbss you, my desfir 
«faltd! 

LETTER CXC. 

London, Auguit 10, 6. 5. 1749.' 
S£AH BOT, 
^ ET «s tesume thr reficciietis tipofi «ie», Cb«ir 
"^^ tfifbractftri, thwr fAamri&rs ; In a wotd, oor l^sflMF* 
tions upon the world. They may help yon to fMrtt 
fMttttSf, tta to ItnbW others : a knowledge very tise. 
ffel it ail agei, t^ery tm^ at yours. It seems fts if it 
we^b MfbAdy's buMnt^s to oembmbicate it vb yo^if 
iMto. Their masters teaeh them, singly, tiie htiieiia- 
|b», bt tSib «cten«(ts of tlbHr several depaiMMMs; 
alMi are iffdeed generally incapable of teadnnqg thMi 
tiib wofra ; xheti parMits are tm?en so tM>, tft at )<mb% 
■eg Ktz n orag it; crtherwom avocations, ittdiffRfettc^, 
OT nbtti ttn 'OpislMi, (Xtst tJkM>wifi| them id^ tli% 
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«««]M (iBk they eall it) H the bert wr; of teaobing it 
th«iD. ThiB last notion is in a great depee true ; 
that it, the world can dmiMess ue\'er be well know* 
by theory: practice is abaolatfly necessary; but 
tureljr it is of great nte to a young man, f efore \ft 
Mts out for tlmt country, falf of mazes, windings, and 
•■ffniBgs, to htt^ft at least a general map of it, mad« 
by some experienced traveller. 

There is a certain dignity of manners absolutely iie- 
«nBary, to make even the most vidnable character 
wittier respected or respe,ctiAle. 

Horse-play, romping, ftwquent and loud fits of 
lan^ter, jokes, waggery, and indiscriminate fhmiHt- 
srftf , wtll sink both merit and knowledge into a de- 
gfee of contempt, ^ey compose at most & merry 
fellow; and a merry fellow was never yet a respect- 
iAie man. f ndiscriminatii finniliarity either offends 
your soperionr, ,or ehe dubs you their dependent 
and led^aptain. tt gives your rafniors jnst, but 
tronbleKmie and improper, claims of etpiality. A 
joker is near akin to a buffoemY i<nd neither of thei& 
is tlse least rdated to wit. ^KHioever is admitted or 
•oogllit for, in company upon any other account than 
that of his netit and manners, is never respected 
there, but only made use of. We will have such-a- 
«me, fbr he tings prettily; we will invite such-a-one 
to a ball, for be dances well ; we will have socfa-a' 
tme «t supper, (br he is always joking and laughing; 
'WV trill tsk another, ttecatrse he plays deep at all 
gxthCfS, or t>ecause he can drink a great deal. These 
mtt mil vflifylftg dlstinetimis, mortifying preferences, 
*atl exclude ail ideas of esteem and regnrd. Wlio- 
ever is had (as it is called) in company, for the sakt 
•f tmy one thing singly, is singly tiiat thing, tnd 
win tiietrcr be considered in any other light ; conse- 
qiH S U tl y never respeeted, let his merits be wtrat th*^ 
will. 

' Tlilt dignity of mantiers, which I recommend S6 
nach to you, is not only as diligent from pride, as 
true ooaitig« ti ftora blvstBitng. or trite wit froi^ 
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Joking, but is absolutely incontisteBt vith it; Ibr b«» 
tiling vilifies and degrees more tban pride. TIm 
pretensions of the proad man are oftcoer tieat a d 
with sneer and contempt than with indignation ; «• 
we offer ridicnioosly too little to a tradesman, wbo 
asks ridicnlouslj too much for his goods ; but we do 
not haggle with one who onlj asks a just and reason* 
able price. 

Abject flattery and indiscrinunate assentation do- 
grade, as much as indiscriminate contradiction aad 
noisy debate disgust. Bat a modest assertion of ooe*8 
own opinion, and a complaisant acqui e scen c e in other 
people's, preserve dignity. 

Vulgar low expresnons, awkward motions and ad- 
dress, vilify, as they imply eUher a very low turn of 
mind, or low education, and low company. 

Frivolous curiosity about trifles, and a laborious 
attention to little objects which neither require nor 
deserve a moments thought, lower a man, who from 
thence is thought (and not unjustly) incapable of 
greater matters. Cardinal de Rets very sagacioa»> 
ly marked out Cardinal Chigi for a little mind, 
from the moment he told him he had wrote three 
years witli the same pen, and that it was an excellent 
good one still. 

A certain degree of exterior seriousness in looks 
and motions gives dignity, without excluding wit 
and decent cheerfulness, which are always serious 
themselves. A constant smirk upon the face, and a 
wluffling activity of the body,, are strong indica^ons 
of futility. Whoever is in a hurry shows that the 
thing he is about is too big for him. Haste and hurry 
are very different things. 

I have only mentioned some of those things which 
may, and do iii the opinion of the world, lower and 
sink characters, in other respects valuable enough; 
but I have taken no notice of those that affect and 
sink the moral character. They are sufficiently ob- 
vious. A man who has patiently been kicked, may 
U veil pretend to courage, as a man» blasted bf 
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-vices aod ciimet, may to dignitj of aoj kiud. But 
•a exterior deceocj, and diguitjr of manners, viH 
even keep tucb a man longer from sinking, than 
otherwise be would be : of such consequence is the 
vi 'VftttaVy even though affected and put on ! Pray 
read trequently and with the utmost attentiooi tmj, 
get by heart, if you can, that incom|Murable chapter 
in Cicero*s Offices, upon the to «rf tvoy, or the DecO' 
rum. It contains whatever is necessary for the dig- 
nity of manners. 

In my next I will send you a general map of 
courts ; a region yet unexplored by you, but which 
you are one day to inhabit. The ways are generally 
crooked and full of turnings, sometimes strewed 
with flowers, sometimes choked up with briars; 
rotten ground and deep pits frequently lie concealed 
under a smooth and pleasing surfoce : all the paths 
are slippery, and every slip is dangerous. Sense aod 
discretion must accompany yon at your 6r8t setting 
out ; but, notwithstanding those, till experience is 
your guide, you will every now and then step out of 
yom way, or stumble. 

I«ady Chesterfield has just now received your 
German letter, for which she thanks you ; she says* 
tile language is very correct ; and I can plainly see 
the character is well formed, not to say better than 
your English character. Continue to write German 
frequently, that it may become quite fanuliar to yoa. 
Adieu. 
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London, 4ug, 81, 0. 5. 17i9» . 
IDKAR BOT, 
T>Y the last letter that I received from Mr. Harte, ^ 
*^ of the 3l8t July, N. S., T suppose you are now 
either at Venice or Verona, and perfectly recovered 
of your late illness ; which, I am daily more and. 
moi^e convinced, had no consumptive tendency : 
however, for some time still, faitea comnte sHl y en 
nooitt be regular, and live pectorally. 
■ Ton will soon be at courts, where though yoa' 
will not be concerned, yet reflection and observation 
upon what you see and hear there may be of use to 
you, when hereafter you may come to be concerned 
in courts yourself. Nothing in courts is exactly as 
it appears to be ; often very different, sometimes di- 
rectly contrary. Interest, which v\ the real spring 
df every thing there, ^equally creates and dissolves 
friendships, produces and reconciles eiimities; for as 
Dry den very justly observes, ' politicians neither lovt 
nor hate.' Thisis so true, that you may thimk you con- 
nect yourself with two friends to-day, and be ohliged* 
to morrow, to make your option between them as ene- 
mies : observe, therefore, such a degree of reserve 
with your friends as not to put yourself in their pow- 
er.if they should becomeyourenemies; andsuch ade-> 
free of moderation with your enemies, as not to ma^e 
it impossible for them to become your friends. 

Courts are, uuquestionably, the seats of politeness 
and good-breeding ; were they not so, they would l>« 
the seats of slaughter and desolation. Those who 
now smile upon, and embrace, would affront and stab 
each other, if manners did not interpose \ but ambi- 
tion and avarice, the two prevailing passions at 
courts, found dissimulation more effectual than \io> 
lence; and dissimulation introduced that habit of 
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f^tmtaa which dUtingoitbM the eevrtier Aom th» 
coQOtry-gantleraaa. In the former case the •tnmg* 
est body would prerail ; in the latter^ the stroogett 
miad. 

A man of paita and efficiency need not flatter every 
body at coart; bnt he most take great care to offend 
nobody persmiaUy; it being in (he power of very 
many to hart him, who cannot serve him. Homer 
sappoees a chain let down from Jupiter to the earth, 
to connect him with mortals. There is, at all courts, 
a chain which connects the prince or the minister 
with the page of the back-etairs, or the chambermaid* 
Ihe king's wife, or mistress, has an influence over 
kim ; a lover has an influence over her; the chamber* 
maid, or the valet-de-chambre, has an influence over 
both ; and so ad ifufinitum, Tou must therefore 
not break a link of that chain by which you hope t» 
climb up to the prince. 

Ton must renounce courts, if you will not con* 
aive at knaves, and tolerate fools. Their number 
makea them considerable. You should as little 
quarrel, as connect yourself, with cither. 

Whatever you say or do at conrt, you may depend 
upon it, will be known ; the business of most of those 
who crowd levees and anti^cbambers being to repeat 
all that thry see or hear, and a great deal that they 
neither see nor hear, according as they are inclined 
to the persons concerned, or according to the wishes 
of diose to whom they hope to make their court. 
Great cantiffn is therefore necessary ; and if to great 
caution you can join seeming frankness and open- 
ness, you will unite what Macbiavel reckons very 
difficult, but very necessary to be united, voUo icMr 
toepemitriHretti, 

Women are very apt to be mingled in court ii^ 
triguea; but they deserve attention better than con> 
fidenoe : to hold by them is a very precarious tenure, 

I am agreeably interrupted in these reflections, by 
a letter which X have this moment received from 
fiaron Furmian. It coataiiu your panHJ^ic, *^^ 
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iritbth*stroBg«n|m>6nt«tioteiaiafiatU«, tiiaAli^ 
doe* jFO» ctAy j«sti««k 1 reoeivedl thift fitwurabto 
•ee«unt of fou ndtii ^ileasura!, aa<f 1 canMi|QM*at» 
it to you with as much. While jrou desertftt 
ptmtn, it is roMombld yov shoakl know tlmt you 
mwt with it ; and i make w> doabt imt it mil es»« 
«murag« yoo in perstveriof to detenre it. This is 
MM paragrapii of the baron's letter. • Sas m««ff% 
dans UB aft si tcBdj«» regimes seloa tootes lea lots 
d'lHM Bwrale exaf te at sens^ ; son application (ttiat 
Is what I Kke) k tout ce qui s'appeUe ^tude s^riease» 
el belles lettres» ^tosgn^ de Tombre mime d*iis 
into pMsMcaque ; le eendent tr^s-digne de vos 
tendres soins i et )*ai rhoeneur de Tens assexr qua 
ekacea se tomra beauooup da son oonmerce aia^ et 
de BOB amitM t fen ai prelt^ avec plaisir ici et 4 
VleBiie» et je me erais tr4s-he«feux da la permissioa 
qu'il m*a accurdee de la conlinuef par la voie de let* 
tWtf*/ Reputation, like health, is prtsenred and 
tttcreesed by the same means by which it is ac<)uir«d* 
CTeotiiMK to deidre and deserve praise, and yon will 
certainly find it. Knowledge, adorned by maoneve^ 
win infallibly ph-ecvre It. Consider, that yon have 
bet a HtUe way Airther to get to your joevney'is ead^ 
therefaM, Anr God's aake, do aetalaeketi yoorpece: 
e*e year and a iielf more of sownd application, Msm 

* ' NMwitbitanding his great yeotk, bis manaere 
ere regelated by the most unexceptionaUe rules ef 
cense, and «f morality. Hb application (that a» 
-wha* I like> to every kind of aeriooa stwdy, as well 
as to pdlite Kteratere, withenC eventbe least ^> p sa e 
ttaoe of ostentatious pedson^, rendfr him worthy ef 
your most tender affection ; and I have the bonosv 
e# iMttrittg yoe, that e««ry one cannot bet be 
pleased with tlie acqoisitiou of his aaquakitanoa^ 
and of his frtendslnp. I have profited of It, both 
here and at Vienna ; and sbaH estbam myself very 
happy to make nse of the petmiasien he has fiv«» 
tte; ef eonUnnInf it by lettor.* 
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ffirtc as«Bres ne. trill flnkh liis work} mi^ vImii liis 
vert is fiaisheA well, yoar ova wtUlietiMy cMitjr 
*me nftorwaixl*. i:;«»m«i»»bi«*et/e9fraMiai»a# 
iaraatmial pmits of thait vork , awd 1 iMf tnat yo« 
will give M inoch of yoor «i*eation to tiimn a* te 
joorboolts. Bv^rytlnOf ri0p«ida«poatheai4«Maaft 
A noi ofni fiitica 4 vaiM.* The vnioM onmfi— >■■ 
yn BOW go iato will procure tbem jroa, if yea wtU 
careftdly obeenre end form yoorwlf vpon Ihoee «fa» 
MiTe tbeni. 

A^ica! GodMeMjom! and may you irerd< a »f i e 
l3Mt afflbetioB wttb which I an now, Yean. 



LETTKR CXGII. 

Lon^km, Septmher S,0*S, 11(49. 
DEAR BOY, 

I HAVE received youT* ftoar LaubMh, o£ Mm ITtfa 
of August, N. S. with the eadoMd £ar Conte 
tMcax^t, wMcb I have gi«en hin, aad wiU which 
he is extremely pleaited, as I ant with yew aocomt 
of Carsiete. I am very gtad that ye« attead t$, 
and tnferai yewrsttlf e^ the politkal ebjecta of tbe 
countHes yeu go through. Tr^do «nd maouftietufet 
are very oontlderable, net to say the nost iaaportaat 
ones ; for though armies and navies are }^m shunug 
fHarlcS of tfie strength, of omrotrio% they wovid bo- 
very ill paid, aad eonaequeotly ight very ill, if ai^ 
nefiaetures and eotsineroe did not sapjiort thoHi. 
Ton have eertahriy observed, in Clermany theiacfi> 
elemcy of great-powen, with geaat teaal* of caoairy, 

and swafRis of n««, whtoh are ahaolataly osaieas. 
If not peid by ether powers who haro the r sle ui aa a 
«f maau^MMrea aad eoannerce. TMa wo haoo 4«te- 
•ly esperiencod to be the cue of tfao tiro emprsssas 

of OernMuiy aiMl Rws st a: ' Bagiaod, ftanoo, aod 

Spain, most pay linir rfspoctkae allei» or they aaey 

as weU be withotft then. 
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I have not tbe Inst ob)Cctiott to yonr teVtDif, ioM 
tiie bargaiOy the obMrvAtion of nataral curiosities; 
tbey are very welcome, provided they do not talce 
up the room of better things. Bat the forms of g»> 
vemment, the maxims of policy, the strength or 
weakness, the trade and commerce, of tlie several 
countries you see or hear of, are the important ob- 
jects which I recommend to your most minute in* 
4|oirieSy and most serious attention. I thought that 
tile republic of Venice had by this time laid aside 
that dlly and frivolous piece of policy, of endea- 
vouring to conceal ttieir form of government, which 
any body may know pretty nearly, by taking the 
pains to read four or five books» wliich explain all tbe 
great parts of it ; and, as for some of the little wheels 
of that machine, the knowledge of them wopld be 
M little useful to others, as dangerous to themselves. 
Their best policy (I can tell them) is to keep quiets 
and to offend no one great power, by joining with 
another. Theb escape after the lea«iM<2fC^MM6r(iy 
should prove a useful lesson to them. 

I am glad yon irequent the assemblies at Venlee. 
Have you seen Monsieur and Madame Capello; and 
how did they receive yon ^ Let me know who are 
the ladies whose houses ypu Arequent the meet. 
Have you seen tiie Comtease d'Orselska, princess of 
Holstein ? Is Comte Algarotti, who was the tenant 
there, at Venice? 

You will, in many parts of Italy, meet with nunv 
bcrs of the Pretender's people (Engfish, Scotch* and 
Irish fugitives), especially at Rome ; and probably 
the Freteoder himsrif. It is none of your business 
to deciaiw war on these people, as little as it Is your 
interest, or I hope your inclination, to connect your- 
self with them; and therefore I recommend to yon 
a perfect neutnUity. Avoid them as much as you 
can with decency and good manners; -but when yon 
cannot, avoid any political conversation or debatM 
with them ; tell them that you do not concern your- 
•elf with political matters; that you ace neither #^ 
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maker nor » d^poser of kiafs ; that vb#a yott teft 
Ei^laa<l, yeo left a king in it, and have not since 
heard either of his death, or of any revelation tliat 
has happened ; and that you take kings and king- 
doms as you find tJiem ; bat enter no Author into 
matters with them, which can be of no nse* and 
might bring on heats aadqaarrele» When yo« speak 
of the old Pretender, yoa will call him only the 
Chevalier do St. George , bat mention Mm as seldon 
as possible. Shoald he dwace to speak- to 3roa a( 
any assembly (as I am told he somettees does to the 
Bnglish), be sure that yoa seem not to know him; 
and answer Iwn eivilly, bat always either in Frencli 
or in Italian ; «id |^ve him, in the former, the ap> 
pellatioa of motuieur, and in the latter of aigncrtt 
Sbonld yoa meet with the Cardinal of York, yoa 
wiU be under ao difficolty ; for he has, as cardial 
an ondoobted right to eminaua. Upon the wholes 
see any of ttiose people as little as possible ; when 
you do see them, be civil to them, upcm the footing 
of strangers ; but never be drawn kto any alterca- 
tions with them, about the imaginary right of their 
kingt as they call him. > 

It is to no tort of parpose to talk to those people 
of the natural rights of mankind, and the particular 
constitation of this ooontry. Blinded by prejudices, 
soured by misfortunes, and tempted by their neces- 
sities, they are as incapable of reasoning rightly, aft 
they have hitherto been of acting wisely. The late 
lord Pembroke never would kiiow any thing that bo 
had not « mind to know ; and ta this case I advise 
you to follow his example. Never know either the 
father or the two sons any otherwise than as foreign* 
ers ; and so, not kaowiog their pretensions^ you hav« 
DO occaaion to dtspnie them. 

1 can never help recommendiag to yoo the utmost 
attention and care, to acquire let manUrm, la tour' 
Tturt, ei lt» graeta dCun gtUmnt homme, tt cftm 
hmnme de eour. They sliould appear in every look* 
io evfr^ aotiOB ; in your address, and evan in year 
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4M»%if ymi iMo«14 either |il«a»« ortiam iu tbe worlit. 
Ttefc yott.niftgF 4o imtb (anU tecb am la your pow«r> 
» most udtaikj wiahMi you, liy Tours. 

P. 8. I nade Gooila LaMwris show me jrour letr 
tBr» w^uoh i lik«sd Twy well : tiie atjle wea caajr and 
aatana,eiMLfc)««FKacb,|tfeUycemKt. TtieBewecw 
•e foir ^ttha ie the Qftlw«fa{)^y« 4)^ » little mora 
•toenrmtioB of t^e i»eae Freacb eotiiors, will mek« 
f»» • -coritfeet fvaater of tbet «e€«aaerar lavguage, 

J enU not oeneeal from yoa tbet 1 beve lately ba4 
esunaoriiiiiarsrgOQdaiMri^uMtaof you from annaatts^ 
peded and jtndidout pemQi>» vHie |»nQmia[.a me, that 
n^lk at iittktt more of tbe worM, your manoers aad 
•dUieaa wall equal your kiio«ied«e. Tki* is tba 
more |)tea&in« to me^ qa Ukoae weise tite ivo artidca 
of wfa«Bblwaslbemosfc<iaii^ftiU Xheae comme«- 
ilataMs mill nQU I am pemiia^edy malie jroi« vain 
•ad /coJMomicaU ^«t oiiy QBOMurage jpoh to giP ob 
ia titt rigitt way«- 



L£TT£R CJ^Cm. 

lanOan, September 13, 0. 5. af4{K 
DEAR EOT, 

IT seems flixtraor<Uaary« but it la veiy traci, tliat mj 
aoKiety for you mcreases in prppertioa to tbe good 
accottflts wbif h I receive of you from aU bauds. I 
^iwiiisemya«lf so muob from yo% that 1 dread.Uie 
h»mt diai^;>Hoi&lo»eak. You are aow so near tbe fiort 
svhidat I bave so loBg wisiieU aod laboured to biiag 
ye« safe iato, tbat my ceaoeru would be doubled 
should you be sfaipwreoked vritbin sight of it. Tbe 
object, therefore, of this lett^r^ (laying aside all 
tbe authority of a parent), to conjure you as a 
friend, by tiie affertioa you bave for me (aad surely 
yoti iwve reason- to have some), and- by the regard 
yea liave fiar yourself, to ga 09, vith «Mid«itj[ aud 
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,»„..., M-^ to cofsr^ete thut irark wbicb pf laU y«u 
hare MsrioA o* ao weU, asd which k> nov ao near 
beiag fiMah«du Itfy wishes and my plaa v«re, t* 
make j»« sliiiM. aad dUtin&uUb yourself, equaUy ia 
the learwd and lb« polite iwtld. JPew U*ye b«ea, 
aU* w d« it. ZM^ laaiaiBg ia geaeralljr taiuted 
witfa ^ad^ntry , av at kmt iioadoruad l^j muiae^ ; aa 
on the ofeher baad» polita oiaiiiiari, a«d «ba euro of 
dtowtfld, ara too oftc« uaaaii^rted by k»ovle<*4«k» 
and ooaaaquently «Dd«ootampt»Uy ia tbe &iv«lott» 
HiflMffffriff^ of dnwiog-rooms and naelte. You ara 
now sot ov«r the dry and AiOicnlt ftarta of lowrning; 
what xemaitts Kqaires oMch more time than trouble* 
You have ioat lane by yaurillnfiaa ; yon must re- 
fain tt ■our or noror. 1, therefore, most earn«Uy 
desire, l»r your own sake, that for these next six 
moatbs, at least aix hours every monnng wniMer* 
luptcdly may be inriolaWy sacred lo your studiea 
with Mr. Harte. I do hot know whether he will re- 
qnire so much j bat I know that I do, and hope you 
wUl, and coaaequentiy prevail with him U> give you 
that time : I own it is a good deal ; but wlaea both 
you and he consider, that the work wUl be so much 
beuer, aod so much sooner dwie, by such an asw- 
tiuous and continued application, yeu will neither 
of you think it too much, end each will find Ms ac- 
count in it. So much for the mornings, which, from 
your own good sense, and Mr. Harte's teodernesa 
and care of you, will, I am sure, be thus well em- 
ployed. It is not only reasonable, but useful too, 
that your evenings should be devoted to amusements 
and plaaauKs; and therefore I not only allow, but 
recommend, tbaf they should be employed at as- 
aembUes, balls,- jpec«wcte», and in the best compa- 
nies, with tliis restriction only, that the conse« 
qweuces of the evening's divei-sions may not break 
in upon the morning's studies, by breakfastings, vt 
■its, and idle parties into the country. At your age 
you need not be ashamed, wlien any of these mom* 
ing |«itiaBM«upivpo5Bd, to say, i^uaiiatbefctabe 
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exettsea, for you ire oblised to ctoirote yoar i 
ings to Mr. Hnrte ; that 1 vill have It so, mmI tfanet 
jott dare not do otiierwise. Lay it ttU- upon me ;. 
thoMgh IjHn penraaded> itirlll beaa mttcb yovrowm 
iiicltaatioo as it is mine. Bet these Mvoteus itf e 
people, whose time hangs ttpea their own hnmlsr 
and who desire to make otliers Use theirs toOr iir« 
not to be reasoned with : and indeed it would be 
doing them too much honour. The shortest «iwUr 
aiiSvenaTe«he4)est; Jemmtof, Idartnott inatead 
of I will not; for if you were to «>ter witii Omdi 
into the necessity of study, and the nse ft i l nms of 
Itnowledge, it would -only furnish them with ajttter 
for their silly jssts ; which, though I would not facve 
you mind, I would not have you invite. I will sop. 
pose you 9St Reme, studying six hours unintemtpt- 
edly with Mr. Harte, every morning, and |ietaing 
your evenings with the best oorapany of Rome, ob- 
serving their manners, and forming your own : nod 
I will suppose a number of idle, sauntering, iUitarate 
English, as there commonly is there, living entirety 
with one another, supping, drinking, andsittnsg op 
late at each other's lodgings ; commonly in riots and 
s^pes when drunk, and never in good oompanj 
when sober. I will take one of these pret^ lisiiows» 
and give you the dialogue between Mm and your- 
self; such AS I dare say it will be on his side, and 
such as I hope it will be on yours. 

EnglUhman. Will you come and breakfost with 
me to>iAorrow; there will be four <x five of .our contt^ 
trymen; we have provided chaises, and we will drive 
somewhere out of town after breakfut i 

Stanhope, I am very sorry I cannot ; but I us 
obliged to be at home all morning. 

Bnglitkman. Why then we will come and break- 
fast with you. 

Stanhope. I can't do that neither: I am e» 
gaged. 

MfttfUhuMm* Well then, lei it be the nect day, . 
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• Simtkopi, Totelljroiillietrtttb^itednMnDdftf 
In tbe moniliig} for I tieltiMn- go ost^ tior sfe« any 
kBdy.at home, befbM twnlvei 

• AifUfftmim. And i^hut tlN» detil ^ yott d6 
Vith yonnelf till twelve o'clock ? 

8ttiiaape. X am not bytftyscAf; I am irith Ifr. 
Barte. 

Engtti/iman, Then What the dedl do yoti d« 
vith him ? 

, JConAoipe} We stody diffsreiit thiogft ; #e read ^ 
we converse. 

Engl^hnuM, Teiy ^f6tty amtMemelit iftde^d ! 
Axe yoa to taike orders theii? % 

Stanhope* Yes, my father'^ orders, I belteve I 
most take. 

JBngliBhman, Vfhj, hast thou bo more jfpifit thifr 
to mtifd an old fellov a tbodsami milH off! 

Stanhdpe, If I doi^t mind his orders, he won't 
napd my draughts. 

JSnglishman. Wliat, does the old prtg thr*at«ft 
theaf Threitelied folks live long: iM^er mind 



SiMthope, Vo, I can't say that he has eter 
threatened me in hii life ; hot I believe I D«d best 
not provoke him. 

EngUihmMi. Pooh j you wotfld Have one angry 
letter finom the old fallow, and there wotfld be an 
end <»f it. 

Stanh^pi. Yon mistake htm mightily ; he al wayg 
does nkore than lie says. He has never been angry 
with me yet, that I remember, in his lirfo; trat if I 
were to provoke him, I am sure he would never for- 
give me : he would be coolly Immoveable ; and I 
might beg and pray, and write my heart out, to no 



Mngti9h0»€tn. Why then he is an odd dog, tbsat't 
all I cransay: and pray are you to obey yonrdty* 
nnrso too^ this sufte nHat'thiii aam^-~Mr, Harte'? 

Stnfiftopc* Yee. 

BngUMhmtm, So he st«ft yos lOl mondrig With 
vol.. II. B 



by Google 



74 LORD CBEgSEtLnELD^S 

Greek, end Latin, end logic, end ell that Igad, I 
have a dry-nurse too, but I never looked into e book 
with him in my life ; I have not so.miiclvas seen the 
face of him this week, and don't care a. iouae if I 
never see it again. 

Stanhope. My diy-nurse never desires any thing 
of me that is not reasonable, and for my own good ;' 
and theretoe I like to be with him. 

Bnglithman. Very sententious and edifyingr, 
upon my word f at this rate you will be reckoned a 
very good young man. 

Stanhope. Why, that will do me no barm. 

Englishman. Will you be with us to-morrow ia 
the evening tlien ? We shaU be ten with you ; and 
1 have got some excellent good wine ; and we'll be 
very merry. 

Stanhope. I am very much obliged to you, bat 
I am engaged for all the evening to-morrow} first at 
Cardinal Albioi's, and then to sup at the VenetiaBi 
ambassadress's. 

Engluhmian. How the devil can you like being 
always with these foreigners ? I never go amongst* 
them, with all their formalities and ceremoniee. I 
am never easy in company with them ; and I don't 
know why, but I am ashamed. 

Stanhope. I am neither ashamed nor afiraid : I 
am very easy with tliem ; they are very easy with 
me ; I get the language, and I see their characters,. 
by conversing with them ; and th^ is what we are 
sent abroad for, is it not ? 

EngUihman. I hate your modest women's com- 
pany, jrourwomeu of fashion as they call 'em: I don't 
know what to fay to them, for my part. 

Stanhope. Have you ever conversed with them? -. 

Englishman. No : I never conversed with them ; 
bat I have been sometimes in their company, though ' 
much against my will. 

Stanhope. But at least they have done yon no 
hurt ; which b probably more than you can say of 
the women you do convent with. 
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Engliaftman, That's true, I own ; but for all 
tbat» I wooid rather keep company witli my tnrgeon 
half the year, than with your women of fashion the 
jemc round. 

' Stanhope. Tastes are dtffere»t, you know, and 
every man follows his own. 

Englishman, That> true ; but thine's a devilish 
odd one, Stanhope : aU morning with thy diy-ourse; 
all the evening in formal fine company; and all day 
U>n9 aft-aid of old daddy in Englfmd. 1 hou art a 
queer fellow, and I am afraid there's nothing to be 
made of thee. 

^lanAope. I am afraid so toe. 

Engliahman, Well then, good night to yonV 
you have no objection I hope to my being drunk to- 
aiffat, which I certainly will be. 

SiemTiope. Kot in the least ; oor to your being 
sick to-morrow, which you as certainly will be ; and 
10 good night too. 

Tou will observe, that I have not put into youi 
Viimth those good ai|[uments, which upon such an 
occasion wo«ld, I am sure, occur to you ; as piety 
and affection towards me ; regard and friendship for 
Mr, Harte ; respect for your own moral character^ 
and for all the relative duties of man, son, pupil, 
and citieen. Such solid arguments would be thrown 
away upon such shallow puppies. Leave tliem to ' 
their ignorance, and to their dirty disgraceful vices. 
They will severely feel the effects of them when it 
will be too late. Without the comfortable refuge of 
learning, and with all the sickness and pains of; a 
ruined stomadi, and a rotten carcase, if they happen. 
to arrive at ol<i age, it is an uneasy and ignominious 
<me. The ridicule which such fellows endeavour to 
^ow upon those who are not like them, is, iu the 
opinion of all men of sense, the most authentic j>a- 
negyric. Go on then, my dear child, in the way 
yon are in, only for a yeai and a half more; that is 
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til X ask you. After that, I promise that yfttt tfamll 
be your own master, and that I will pretend to hb 
Mher title thaa that of your best asd truest fHend. 
You shall receive advice, but no orders from me; 
and in truth you will want no other advitSe, but such 
as youth and inexperience must necessarily reqoire. 
Tou shall certainly want nothing that Is requisite, 
net only for your eonvenieney, but also for yonr 
pleasures, which I always desire should be gratified. 
You will suppose, that I mten the pleasures <r«it 

White you are learning Italian, which I hope yott 
do with diligence, pray take care to continue your 
Oermaa, which yon may have firequent opportuni- 
ties of speaking. I would also have you keep op 
your knowledge of tlie Jta puUiewn imperii, by 
looking over now and then those iTiatimable ma- 
mttcript§t which Sir Charles Williams, who arrived 
here last week, assures me you have made upon 
that subject. It will be of very great use to yon, 
when you come to be eoncerned in foreign affairs ; 
as you shall be (if you qualify yourself for them) 
younger than ever any other was : t mean before 
you are twenty. Sir Charles tells me, that he will 
answer for your learning ; and that he believes yon 
will acquire that address, and those graces, wbidl 
are so necessary to give it its fnH lustre and value. 
But he confesses, that he doubts more of tiie latter 
than of the former. The justice which he does Mr* 
Harte, in his panegyrics of him, makes me hope, 
that there fs likewise a great deal of truth in his en* 
comiums of you. Are you pleased with, and proud 
of, the reputation which you have already acquired P 
Surely you are, for I am sure I am. WHl you do' 
any thing to lessen or forfeit it ? Surely you will 
not. And will you not do all you can to extend 
and increase it f Surely you will. It is only goihg 
on for a year and a half longer, as you have gone 
on for the two years last past, and devoting half 



by Google 



LETTEHS TO MIS SQK, 9f 

4b« d49 oiUjr tp application, and yov vill b* wi« t» 
make the earliest figure and fortiwe in tjie vorii 
Ibat ever nia9 made. Adien. 



LETTEE CXCIT* 

Jjondon, Sept€mb€r99, O.S. 1740. 

B£AR BOY, 

TF I had faith in philtres and love-potions, I should 
'■ suspect that you had given Sir Charles Wiiliama 
9ov[k^ by the manner in vhich he speaks of you, not 
only to me, but to every body else. I will not re> 
pe«t to you what be says of the extent and correct^ 
nesa of your knowledge, as it might either makf 
you vain, or persuade you that you had already 
enough of what nobody can have too much. Toy 
wiU easily imagine howm^y questions I asked, aii4 
lu>v narrowly I sifted him upon your subject: he an* 
awered me, and I dare say with truth, just as I could 
))ave wished, till, satisfied entirely with his account* 
of yoor character and learning, I inquired into othwr 
matters, intnnsically indeed of less consequence, 
^ut still of great consequence to every man, and of 
more to you t^ian to almost any man; I mean your 
fbddr^Mf manners, and air. To these questions, the 
fame truth which be had observed before obliged 
bim t9 give me much less satisfactory answers. And 
fs he thought himself in friendship both to you and 
me, obliged to tell me the dis^greeaUe as well aa 
the agreeable truths, upon the same principle I think 
myielf obliged to repeat them to you* 

^e told me then, that in company you were fire* 
quently most proookiingly inattentive, absent and 
dintroU i that you came into a room, and presented 
yourself, very awkwardly; that at table you con- 
stantly threw down knives, forks, napkins* bread, 
&c. «nd that y^n neglected ypuT persoti and '' — 
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to a degree unpArdoaM>le at anj age, and mnehmore 
so at yoar yean. 

These tilings, how Iminateml soever they may 
aeem to peopU; who do not know the world, and the 
natore of mankind, give nie, who know them to be 
exceediiigly material, very great concern. I have 
long distrusted you, and therefore frequently admo- 
nished you, upon these articles ; and I tell yon plain- 
ly, that I shall not be easy tUl I hear a very different 
account of them. I know no one thing more- offen- 
sive to a company, tlian that inattention and dia» 
traction. It is showing them tlve utmost o^ntempt; 
and p<>ople never forgive contempt. No man is dis- 
trait witli the man he fears, or tiit* woman he loves, 
which is a proof that every man can get the better 
of ihhtdistraetion when he thinks it worth his white 
to do so ; and take my word for it, it is always worth 
bis while. For my own part, I would rather be in 
company with a dead man than with an absent one ; 
for if the dead man gives me no pleasure, at least be 
shows me no contempt; whereas tiie absent man, 
silently indeed, but very plainly, tells me that he 
does not think me worth his attention. Besides, can 
an absent man make any observations upon the chai- 
racters, customs, and manners of the company? No. 
He may be in the best companies all his life-time (if 
they will admit him, which, if I were they, I would 
not), and never be one jot the wiser. I never will 
converse witli an absent man; one may as well talk to 
e deaf one. It is, in truth, a practical blunder, to 
address ourselves to a man who we see plainly nei- 
ther hears, minds, nor understands us. Moreover, 
I aver, ^hat no man is in any degree fit for either 
business or conversation, who cannot, and does not; 
direct and command his attention to the present ob- 
ject, be that what it will. Yoto know by experience, 
that I grudge no expense in your education ; but ! 
"Will positively not keep you a fiapper. You may 
read, in Dr. Swift, the description of these flappers, 
and the use they were of to your friends the Lapu- 
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tans, whose minds (Galliver says) are so taken up 
with intense specnlatioDS, that they neither can 
speak, nor attend to tlie discoarses of otherk, without 
1>eing roased by some external taction apon the or> 
^Ds of speech and hearing ; for which reason those 
|ieopIe who are able to afford it always keep a flapper 
in their family, as one of their domestics ; nor ever 
'mtAk atwat, or make visits, witlibut him. This flap- 
)>er is likewise employed diligently to attend his 
master in his walks ; and upon occasion, to give a 
'soft flap upon his eyes ; because he is always so 
wrapped up in cogitation, tliat be is in manifest 
'danger of felling down every precipice, and bounc> 
ing his head against every post, and, in the streets, 
of jostling others, or being jostled into the kennel 
himself. If Christidh will undertake this province 
into the bargain, with all my heart ; but I will not 
allow him any increase of wages upon that score! 
In short, I give you fair warning, that when we meet, 
if you are absent in miud, I will soon be absent iii 
body; for it will be impossible for me to stay in the 
room ; and, if at table you throw down your knife', 
plate, bread, &c. and hack the wing of a chicken for 
half an hour, without being able to cnt it off, and 
your sleeve rH tlie time in aoother dbh, I must rise 
from table, to escape the fever you would certainly 
give me. Good God ! how I should be shocked if 
you came into my room, for the first time, with two' 
left legs, presenting yourself with all the graces and 
dignity of a taylor, and your clothes hanging upon 
yoa, like those in Monmouth-street upon tenter- 
hooks ! whereas I expect, nay require, to see you 
present yourself with the easy and genteel air of a 
man of fashion, who has kept good company. I ex- 
pect you not only well dressed, but very well dress- 
ed ; I expect a gracefulness in all your motions, and 
someUiing particularly engaging in your address; 
All this I expect, and all this it is in your power, 
by castt and attention, to make me find ; but, to lell 
jwi the plain truth, if I do not find it, we shall not 
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i^vmf vfry much t«»gt^«r; for I caaMt «Im4 
^^tt^tioa ap4 avkvardnesi; it would •sduigwr 
fE)jr h^Ith. Yoi| have often seen, Md I )|^v« •• 
Qf(en made j^on observ«^ L**'a dUtingnithed inalp 
^do^ and awkwardness. Wrapped «pw lU^ft • !*• 
puta^ ^ iQtense ^loughfe, and pouiblj s amet y of 
4a no thottgbf at all (which I believe is very oftes th« 
9asf of absent people), he does not knpw hU WUMI 
intimHtB acquaintance by sight* or answers thera •• 
^ he were at cross purposes, lie leaves hi* hat i« 
9^0 room, his sw<urd in another, and would leave hit 
shoe* in a third, if hi* buckle*, though awry* dM 
n^ s^ve them; his legs and arm*, by hi* awkward 
TVmagemeot of them, seam to have uvdefgoaa th« 
ga^^ e ^ ^ ordi nmrt j and his head, always 
V«^wing upon one or other of his shoulders, seems 
to have received the first stroke upon » bl0«k« I 
^i^c^rely value and esteem him for his partis Imn^ 
iug, and virtue ; but for the soul of me I cannot 
iove him in company. . This>ill be universally th« 
^e, ii^ commoi;! UCe, of every inattentive awkward 
man, 1^ his real m^nt and knowledge be ever *• 
great. When I -wm of your age, I desired lo shlae^ 
«s &r as :( was ah^, in every part of life ; and waa at 
9tt^ntiv« to my m^oAers, my dress, and my air, i« 
^mpany pn evcujnga» a* to my books and my tutor 
ill the morning*. A young fe^ow (hould be ambit 
Upqs to shiiie in every thing; and, of the two, aU 
ways rather 9v«r«^ tha» imderdo, Thf«» tliingt 
gre by up m#ABf trii^ai they arp of infinite conaar 
nuance tQ those who are tp be thrown into the grea| 
world, and irho would ms^e a figure or a fortune ia 
^. It i* Witt sufficient to deserve well ; ona mm% 
please well too. Awkward disagrteaUe merit will 
never carry aay body fiir. Wherever yov find a goed 
^cii^ma*tAi^ pray let hj^ put yon upon youi 
^uDches i not *o much for the wke of dancing, at 
for comiug into a room* ami presenting your*el(L 
genteelly and gracefully. Womeiw whom you oaghl 
W«i»de«v9«r Xn pifMd, cwQot foifive « inMfM m4 
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• w k w afd ak and gestares ; * il le«r ftiut da brilfauit.^ 
Tbe generality of men are pretty like tiiem, and are ' 
equally, taken by the same extorior graces. 

I am very glad that yoa have received the diar - 
«Qnd buckles safe ; all I desire io return for them 
is, .that they may be hackled even upon yourfeet,- 
and that your stockings may not hide them. I should 
be aorry you were an egregious fop ; but I protest, 
that of the two I vrould rather have yon a fop than a 
sloven. I tiunk negligence in my own dress, even 
at my age, when certainly I expect no advantages^ 
firom my dress, would be indecent with Regard to 
Otiters. I have d<me with fine clothes ; but I will 
have my plain clothes fit me, and made like other 
people's. In the evenings 1 recommend to you the 
company of women of fashion, who have a right to 
^tention, and will be paid it. Their company will 
smooth yonr manners, and give you a haUt of iat4 
tention and respect; of which you will find the ad* 
vantage among men. 

Hy plan for you, from tbe begimung, has bisea to . 
m^e you shine equally in the learned a&d in tbe po- 
lice world;, the former part is^lmoM com{rfeted t<» 
my wishes, and will, I am persuaded, in a little 
time more, be qniteso. The latter part is still in youV 
power to com|dete, and I flatter myself that you will 
do it, or else the fonow part will avail 3rou very lit- 
tle, especially in your department, where the exte- 
rior address and gracas do half the business ; they 
must be the harbingers of your merit, or your merif 
will be very coldly received t all can and do jli^c^ 
of tlie former ; few of the latter. - 

Mr. Harte tells me, that you have grown very 
much since yonr illnets : if you get up to five feet' 
tm, -itt even nme inches, your figure will probably, 
be a good one ; and if well dressed and genteel wiU 
probably please ; which is a mu(^ greater advantage 
to a man, than people commonly think. Lord Bacon 
calls it a letter of recommendatioa. 

I would iriah yoa to be tbe gmi^hamOt VIkhiwic 
£2 
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Utdm^, Yo« a«e nearer it, if yea ptoflM^ Ifcai 
•««r mxj body was at yoar age; tmA if you will hntp 
for the coarse of this next year only, exart ymw 
whble attttitioB to yoar atodies in tlw momiaf , and 
to jmn address* maaners, air and t mt rt m rt, ia llw 
«v«idag» yon will be tba bum I wisb yoo, aod tli» 
BSB that is rarely smd. 

Oar letters go at best so inwgniarly, and ap oflMi 
B^acarry totally, that, for greater security, t r epe at 
tbe same tiiiogL Soy thongblackaowladgedbyslaat 
past Bir. Haite*s letter of the tth September, N. S. 
I acknowledge it again by thisto yea. IftfaissbonU 
find yon still at Terona, let it nsfonn you, that I 
wiA yon wonld set out soon for Itaples^ nnlesa Mr* 
Bane should think it better for yon to stay at ▼•• 
rata, OT any other place on ttiis side Rome, tUl yon 
go there for the jubilee. Kay, if be 4ikes it better, 
I am yery willing tliat you should go directly firon 
\lerona to^ome; for you cannot have too mndi of 
Borne, whether upon account of the language, tii« 
cnrioeitdes, or dw company. My only reason for 
manti<ming Kaples is, for the sake of tbe climate^ 
iqion account of your health ; but if Mr. Hartn 
lUnks your health is now so well restored as to bn 
above climate, he may steer your conme wherever 
he tiiinks proper; and, fi» aught I know, your goin^ 
directly to Rome, and co n asq u e nt iy staying there an 
much the longer, may ba ai wcU aa any tbinf else* 
I tidtak yon aod I cannot put oar aftirs in better 
liandB than in Mr. Haite's; and I wUl tajce hia in. 
fUHUlity against the pope^ with soom odds on Ua 
side. A propot of the fopa; rsmcoiber to be pre- 
sented to him before you leaireRome, aadgo thronglt 
the necessary ceremmdes for it, whether of kissing 
llis sllpoer or bis b— «h ; for I would never deprive 
m3rs«>f <^ "oy thing tiiat I wanted to do or see 1^ re» 
Aniag to comply with an established custom. When 
I was in CathoKo countries, I never dedined k nee l 
Ing in their chui«bea at thidr elevation, noretsn.^^ 
whflNwIkeatlwlMBtwent by. UitacompWMMtt 
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dae to <li« evMom of the place, end bj no meeae, as 
•onM ailly people have imugined, aa implied appro- 
batiott of their doctrine*. Bodily attitudes and situ* 
atioos are things «o yery indififorent in tliemielveii 
that I would qnarrel vitii nobody about them. It 
may, indeed, be imfMroper for Mr. Harte to pay that 
tribute of coroplaiMnoe, upon account 'of hia chi^ 
meter. 

Thia letter is Tcry long, and possibly a ^Kry tedft* 
••s.<me; but my anxiety for your periection is sq 
great, and particulariy at this criticai and decisi?u 
period of your life, Ihail am only afraid of omitting^ 
but never of repeating, or dvelling too long upon 
any tiling that I think may be of the least use to 
you. Have tiie same. Anxiety for yourself that I 
have for yon, and all will do veil. Adieu, my dear 



LETTER CXCV. 

London, Stpttmber Sft, 0. S, lT49b 
DEAR BOT, 

AVUIi&AR, ordinary way of thinking, acting, or 
speaking, implies a low education, and a habit «f 
low company. If oung people contract it at aehaol» 
or among servanta, with whom they are^oo oflaa 
used to convene; but after they frequent good com* 
pany, they must want attention and observation vary 
macb, if they do not lay it quite aside : and, indeed, 
if they do not, good company will be very apt to lay 
them aside. The various kinds of vulgarisms are in* 
finita t I cannot pretend to point them out to you ; 
but I will give some aamples, by which you may 
guesa at the rest. 

A vulgar man is captious and jealous ; eager and 
Impetuoua about trifles. He suspects himself to be 
alighted, thinks every thing ttiat u said meant at 
|dM:if the cwnpany happens t» langht he la pee. 
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suaded'tliejr luigh at him; he gfows aagryaod testy* 
nay ft somethmg very impertineiit, and draws, himself 
into a scrape, by showing what be calls a proper spi- 
rit, and asserting himself. A man of fashion does 
nAt suppose himself to be either the sole or principal 
object of the thoughts, 16oks, or words of the comp> 
pany, and never suspects that he is either slighted 
or lauglied at, unless he is conscious that he deserves 
it* And if (which very seldom happens) the comr- 
pauy is absurd or ill-bred enough to do either, he 
doies not care two>p«nce, unless the insult be so gross 
and plain as to require satisfaction of another kind. 
Ashe is above trifles, he is never vehement and 
eager labout them ; and wherever they are concern- 
ed, rather acquiesces than wcangles. A vulgar raan*s 
eoftversation always ^voors strongly of the lowness 
of his education and company. It turns chiefly 
upon Ills domestic affairs, his servants, the excellfent 
order he keeps in his own family, and the little anec- 
dotes of the neighbourhood ; all which he relates 
with emphasis, as interesting matters. He is a 
mat-gosdp. 

Vulgarism in language is the next and distinguish- 
ing characteristic of bad company, and a bad ednca- 
tioo. A man of fashion avoids nothing with mote 
eare than that. Proverbial expressions, and trite 
Sinyiiigs, are the flowers of the rhetoric of a vulgar 
man. Would he say, that men difiter in their tastes ; 
he both supports and adorns that opinion by the 
good old saying, as he respectfully calls it, That 
f whkt is one man's meat is another man's poi- 
soA.* If any body attempts being tmart, as he calls 
i^ upon him ; he gives them -ttt/br taf , ' aye, that he 
does.' Pie has always some favourite word for the 
time being; which, for the sake of usuig often, b« 
commonly abuses: such as tMulily angry, «as<^ kind, 
iattiy handsome, and vaatty ugly. £ven his pro- 
mtadation of proper words *carria'tiie mark of tlie 
beast* along witli it. He calls the earth ytarth; he 
is obltiged not obliged to, you. He goes to wwr^. 
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•ad not tatvarda snch a place. He sometimes affects 
hard words, by way of ornament, which he always 
mangles like a learned woman. A man^ of fashion 
never has recourse to proverbs, and vulgar apho- 
risms; uses neither favourite words nor hard words ; 
bat takes great care to speak very correctly and 
grammatically, and to pronounce properly ; that is, 
according to t\\4 usage of the best companies. • 

An awkward address, ungraceful attitudes and ac- 
tions, and a certain left4iandedness (if I may use that 
v<M^), loudly proclaim low education and low com- 
pany ; for it is impossible to suppose that a man can 
have frequented good company, without having catch- 
ed something, at least, of their air and motions. A 
new-raised man b distinguished in a regiment by his 
awkwardness ; but he must be impenetrably dull, if 
in a month or two's titne, he cannot perform at least 
the common manual exercise, and look like a soldier. 
The very accoutrements of a man of fashion are 
grievous incumbrances to a vulgar man. He is at a 
loss what to do with his hat, when it is not upon his 
bead; his cane (if unfortunately he wears one) is at 
perpetual war with every cup of tea or coffee he 
drinks; destroys tiiem first, and then accompanies 
them in their fall. His sword is formidable only to 
his own legs, which would possibly carry him fast 
enough out of the way of any sword but his own. 
His clothes fit him so ill, and constrain him so much, 
that he seems rather their prisoner than their pro- 
prietor. He presents himself in company/ like a cri- 
minal in a court of justice ; his very air condemns 
him ; and people of fashion will no more connect 
iStmselves with the one, than people of character 
will with the other. This repulse drives and sinks 
him into low company; a^gulf from whence no 
man, after a certain age, ever emerged. 

Lea manierea noblea et aisia, la'toumure ePun 
%oiMne da etmdiHont le ton de la bonne compagnie, 
teagracea, leje ne tfaia quoi qui plait, are as r 
Mfsvj to adorn and introduce yot;^ intrinsic "■ 
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and knowledge, m the polish is to the dkai«id» 
which without that polish woald never be worOf 
whatever it might weigh. Do not imagine that thee* 
accomplishments are only useful with woromi ; they 
are much more so with men. |n a public assembi jp 
what an advantage has a graceful speaker, with 
genteel motions, a handsome figure, and a liberal 
air, over one who shall speak full as much goml 
sense, but destitute of t^iese ornaments ! In busl> 
nesaliow prevalent are the graces! how detrimental 
is the want of them I Bjr the help of these, I hav« 
known some men refuse fisvours, less offensively 
than others granted them. The utility of them is 
courts and negotiations, is inconceivable. Tou gaim 
the hearts, and consequently tlie s^cfets, of nine U 
ten that you have to do with, in spite even of their 
prudence, which will, nine times in ten> be the dap« 
of their hearts and of their senses. Ckmsider the law 
portauce of these things as they deserve, and yon 
Fill not lose one moment in the pursuit of them. 

Tou are travelling now in a country once so hf 
mous both for arts and arms, that (however dcf^M- 
rated at present) it still deserves your attention and 
reflection. View it, therefore, with care, compare 
its former with its present stale, and examine inte 
the cause of its rise, and its decay. Consider it das- 
^cally and politically, and do not run through it, as 
too many of your young countrymen do, musiadly, 
and (to usQ a ridiculous word) knich-kmmckieaU^ 
Ko piping or fiddling, I beseech you ; no days lost 
in poring upon almost impereeptiUe intagUot and 
cam€09j and do not become a virtuoso of small 
Fares. Fbrm a taste of painting, sculpture, and 
architecture, if you please, by a oveful examination 
of the works of the best ancient and modem artists ; 
those are liberal arts, and a real taste and know^ 
. ledge of them become a man of fashion veiy welU 
But, beyond certain bounds, the man of taste adit 
and tlte frivolous virtuoso b^ius. 
Your friend Jiendes, the foed SMUiitwi. dfaati. 

^ ' \ 
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«itft mm yesterday. He has more good-aatore aod 

g f cr o wtj tban' parts. However, I irili sliow him 

all thtt civilities that his kindness to you so justly 

deacnres. He teUs me that you are taller than I atn, 

which I am v«ry glad of: I desire yon may excel me 

in every thing else too ; aod, fax from repining, I 

shall rejoice at yoer superiority. He commends 

yo«r friend Mr. Stevens extremely ; of whom, too, 

I have heard so good a character from other people, 

that I am very glad of your connexion with him. 

It may prove of use te you hereafter. When you 

meet with sueh sen of Englishmen abread, who, 

cither from their parts or their rank, are likely to 

Make a figure at home, I would advise yon to culti> 

vate them, and get their favourable testimony of yon 

beiw» espeskUy those who are to return to England 

before you. Sir Charles Williams has pufied yon 

(ae the mob call it) here extremely. If three or four 

mere people ef parts do the same before you come 

beck, your f rst appearance in London will be to 

great edvantsge. Many people do, and indeed ought 

lo, take things upon trust ; many more do, who need 

eot; aod tew dare dissent from an established opi* 



LETTER CXCVI. 

London, October i, O. S. 1749. 



I 



BEAR BOY, 

RECEIVED by the last post your letter of the 
^ 28d September, N.S. but I have not received that 
from Mr. Harte, to which you refer, and which you 
my contained your reasons for leaving Teroua, and 
ntnming to Venice ; so that I am entirely ignorant 
of them. Indeed the irregulaHty and negligence of 
the poet provoke me, as they break th^ tiiread of 
tfaeMce«»ti I waaC to receive from jou, and of the 
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instructions and orders which I send y«a almost 
every post. Of the-se last twenty i>osts, I am aure 
that I have wrote eighteen, eitlier to you or Mr. 
Harte ; and it does not appear by your letter that 
all, or even any of my letters, have becjh received. I 
desire for the future, tliat both you and Mr. Harte 
will constantly in your letters mention the dates o# 
mine. Had it not been for their miscaniage yoa 
would not have been in the uncertainty you seem to 
be in at present, with regard to your future motions. 
Had you received my letters, you would have been 
by this time at Naples ; but we must now take things 
where they are. 

Upon the receipt then of this letter you will, as 
soon as conveniently you can, set out for Rome, 
where you will not arrive too long before the juIm« 
lee, considering the difficulties of getting lodgings, 
and other accommodations, tlicre at this time. 
I leave the choice of the route to you ; bnt I do by 
no means intend that you should leave Rome after 
the jubilee, as you seem to hint in your letter: on 
the contrary, I will have Rome your head-quarters 
for six months at least ; till you shall have, in a man- 
ner, acquired the Jus civiialia there. More things 
are to be seen and learned there, than in any other 
town in Europe : there are the best masters to in- 
struct, and the best companies to polish you. In 
the spring you may make (if you please) frequent 
excursions to Naples ; but Rome must still be your 
head-quarters, till the heats of June drive you from 
thence to some other place in Italy, which we sliaU 
think of by that time. As to the expense which you 
mention, I do not regard it in the least; from your 
infancy to tliis day, I never grudged any expense 
in your education, and still less do it now that it is 
become more important and deci&ive. I attend to 
the objects of your expenses, but not to the bums. 
I will certainly not pay one shilling for your losing 
your nose, your money, or your reason ; tliat is, I 
will not conlribute to women, gaming, and drinks 
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{■ft bmt I will most cb«ei ipUj supply not only every 
litriii BTj, but every decent expense you can make* 
I do not cure wbftt khe )>(>st masters cost. I would 
Ittve yon aa well dressed, lodged, and attended, as any 
msonable man of fasbion i s in his travels, I woald 
hve yoo have that pocket.money that should e^ 
aUeyov to make the proper expense eTttn Aoim^le 
komm^' In short, I bar no o^iense that has neither 
viee nor folly for its object; and, under those tw« 
fiMQnahle restrictioos, draw and welcome. 

Aa for TiM^ you may go ther^ hereafter, for • 
■MBlll or two; but you cannot conveniently resido 
1jbm9 wm an academician, for reasons vrhich I have 
foimorly communicated to Mr. Harte, and i^^Juch 
Mr. V|Uettes> since -his t^mn here, has sliown me \b 
a still stronger light than he htul done by his letteif 
^om Turin, of which J sent copies to-I{r. Hart«» 
thoofb probably he never received them. 

After you have left B,q9\«, Flor?n«e is one of thf 
plaoet with whieh yow ahoul^ be thoroughly ac- 
quainted. I know that tbere ia a great deal of g^m* 
iog thero ; but %t the »wne t4me^thei>e are, in every 
pl»«e, seme people wliose fortune are either to9 
smnll, or whose understandings are too good, to al* 
low tbem to pli^ for »ny thing above trifles } tn^ 
with those p^ple yoo will associate jrovrself, if yo« 
have not (as I am assured you have not in the least) 
the spirit of ga«ing in ynu. Moreover, at suspect- 
fd plucest tocb as Rorence, Turin, and Paris. ( shall 
be more nttenUve to yonrilraugbts; and such aa eiu 
feed a proper and bandsom« expense will not be ann 
iwered ; lor l ean ets&ly know whether you game of 
not, withoni being u>lil. 

Mr. Haite will determine' your roHte to Rome u 
te shall tbipk bo»t; whether aieng the coast nf thn 
Adtintic or that of tho MediterraaeM* it is eqttf4 
to me ; but y«u wiU observe to come back a differ* 
f nt way frgm that you went, 

Since your health ia so well restored, I am aoi 
fwy Ihnt yen WW nin;»»d tft Veniao; for 1 »»^ 
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capitals. Every tiling i^bcst at capitals ; the best 
masters, tlie best companies, and the best manners. 
Many otlwr places are worth seeing, but cftpicalft 
only are worth residing at. I am very glad tiiat 
Madame Capello received you so well ; Monsieur I 
•was sure would : pray -assure them both of my re- 
spects, and of my sensibility of their kindness t» 
you. Their house will be a very good one for yoa 
nt Rome ; and I would advise you to be domestic i6 
it if yoa can. But Madame, T can tell you, require* 
igreat attentions. Madame Micheli has written a 
very favourable account of you to my friend the 
Abbe Grossa Testa, in a letter which be showed m^, 
andin which there are so many civil things to my- 
self, that I would wish to tell her liow much I think 
myself obliged to her. I approve vei> much of the 
Allotment of your time at Venice : pray go on so fw 
a twelvemonth at least, wherever you are. You will 
find your own account in it. 
\ I like your last letter, which gives itie an acviMint 
of yourself, and your own transactions ; for though 
I do not recommend egotimt to you with regard 
to arty body else, I desire that you will use it with 
me, and with ine only. I interest myself in all that 
yon do ; and as yet (excepting Mr. Harte) nobody 
else does. H^must of course know all, and I desire 
to know a great deal. 

I am glad you hav^ received, and that yon like, 
the diamond buckles. I am very willing that yo«t 
should make, but very unwilUng that you shouhi 
cut, a figurtj with them at the jubilee : the ctUHng m 
Jtgure being the very lowest vulgarism in the Eriglisfei 
language, and equal in elegancy to * yes; my lady,' 
and *no, my lady.* The words v€ut and vattly you 
will have found, by my former letter, that I hail 
proscribed out of the diction of a gentleman, unless 
in tiieir proper signification of Hee and bulk. Noi 
only in language, but in every thing else, take great 
care that tlie first impressions you give of yeurstif 
may be not only fttvouraUe, but pleasing, engagnif , 
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«9, seducing. They are often decisive : I confess 
^y are a good deal so with me ; and I cannot wish 
for farther acquHintaacewith a man whose first o^rcC 
tod address displease me. 

So many of my letters have miscarried, and I 
blow so little which, diat I am forced to repeat the 
same thing over and over again eventually. This is 
one. I have wrote twice to Mr. Harte, to hare 
TOUT picture drawn in roiniatare, while you were at 
Venice, and to send it me in a letter: it is all one t6 
me, whether in enamel or in water-colours, provided 
it is but very like you. I would have you drawn ex- 
wdy as yoQ are, and in no whimsical dress. I lay 
more stress npon the likeness of the picture, than 
Qpon the taste and skill of the painter. If this be 
sot already done, I de«ire that yon will have it done 
forthwith, before you leave Venice ; and enclose it 
in a letter to me ; which letter, for gr#ater secorftyj 
I would have you desire Sir James Gray to enclose 
iff his packet to the officei u I, ftsr the same reason^ 
send tills under his cover. If the ptcture'be done 
upon vellum, it will be the most portable. Send 
me, at the same time, a thread or silfcof your own 
length exactly. I am soUdtans about your figure f 
convinced, by a thousand instances, that a good one 
is a real advantage. Men§ $ana in cofp&re tano, is 
the first and greatest blessing ; I woald add ef jmb 
chro, to complete it. May you have that, and every 
other! Adieu. 

Have yon received my letters of recommendation 
to Cardinal Albanl, and the Duke de Nivemois, at 
Home? 
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London, OcCoAcr (^ O. Sp 174iK 
DEAR' BOY, 

IF Dm l«ltor iiid» yen %t ftU, pf which I am Tery 
<ioabtfiil, it will find yoa at Venice, prt pariag for 
59ttr jovn^ to Roiae, vbloh, by my Ust letter to 
Mr. Hurte, 1 Mivistd you t* tMkt aloagtU« coMt of 
Ih* i^drlftlic tbr^oth Rimiitt, Lorette, Ancoiw> dec* 
|iUw»« UuH KTt all worth •ottng, bi^t not worth ttiif * 
iiif ftt. iUil twch I reekoo allptocet, where th# 
9jn only ere employed. Renwiof wf entiquityt 
paWe buUduics, peintings, «ciilptttree» &c, eaght t^ 
)n» Men, end Ihet with » proper degree of etteotioa ; 
hut this it tooA'done* for they ere only ootsidee.' It 
i9 net M with mere importMit objecU* the im ide» 
ef which muat be ieen>; nnd they reqnire end d«- 
MTve nMidi mere ettea^on. Tbo charactert* the 
headv and the hearts of men* are the nsefvl soienee 
ff which I would hate yo« perfect oiesUr. Thai 
•eaenoe is best tangbi and beat learot in eapitnls, 
where every hnman peMion hu its ohiect and e»> 
arts alt iu force, or all its art, in the pursoit. I b^ 
lieve there is M place in the worl d where every passinn 
is bttiier, appears in more shapes, and is eondncted 
with more art, than at Rome. Thrrefore. when yon 
•se there, do not imagine that the Capitol, the Va^ 
tican, and the Pantheon, are the principal objects e^ 
year curiosity ; but for one minute tiiat yon bestow 
upon those, empl<^ ten days in informing yenrself 
of the nature of that government, the rise and decay 
of the papal power, the politics of that court, tiie 
triguet of the cardinals, the tricks of the conclaves; 
and in general every thing that relates to the inte- 
rior of that extraordinary government, founded origin- 
ally upon the ignorance and superstilion of mankind ; 
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«xt«Bd«d by the wiakness of some pribees, md the 
ttmbition of others ; deciinin^ of late, in propoftioa 
«8 knowledge has increased ; and owing its present^ 
precarioas secniity, not to the f«iigion, tlie affecttont' 
or the fear of the temporal powers, but to- the jM* 
loosy of each other. The pope's exeoaunniiicatlooa 
are no longer (keaded ; his indulgences littio 9oli» 
cited, and sell Very cheap ; and his territories, for* 
midable to no power, are coveted by many, and -will 
moat oodoabtedly, within a centwy, be m^UmI 
out among the great powers who have now a foe4> 
log in Italy, whenever they eain agree upon the di* 
vision of tlie bear's skin. Pray inform yourself tho- 
ronghly of th« history of the popes, and of the pop» 
doa ; which, for many centnries, is interwoven witb 
the history of all Snrope. Read the best anthor* 
who treat of these matters, and especteHy FfS 
Paolo de BauffhUts a shorty but very material 
book. Ton will find at Romo some of all the roll' 
gions orders in the Christian world. Inform your^ 
self oarefally of then^ origin, their fonaders, their 
rales, their reforms, and even their dresses : get «•• 
qoaiated witb some of all of them, but particotar^ 
with the Jesuits, whose society I look upon to be 
tlMs most i^ie and best-gotverned sodety in the worUI.< 
Get acquainted, if you can, with their genend, who 
always resides at Rome, and wbo^ though h« has n* 
seeming power out of his own society, has (it may 
be) more real influence over the whole world, thaik 
any temporal prince in H. They have almMt en- 
grossed tlia edncattott of youth ; they are, in gene^ 
ral; confeseors to most of the princes in Europe ; 
and they are the principal missionaries out of it ; 
which three articles give them a most extensive in- 
fluence and solid advantages ; witness their settle- 
ment in Paraguay. TheCatholies in general declaim 
against that society, and yet are all governed by ki- 
dividuals of it. They have, by turns, been banish- 
ed, and with infimy, almost every eoontry in Eu<' 
rope ; and have always found meant to be restoredy* 
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even with triamph. In short, I know no govern- 
ment in the world that is carried on upon such deep 
principles of policy, I will not add, morality. Con- 
verse with them, frequent them, court them ; bat 
know them. 

Inform yourself too of tliat infernal court, the In- 
quisition; which, though not so coiisid^-rabie at 
Rome as in Spain and Portugal, will, however, be 
a good sample to you of what the vilUny of some 
men ^an contrive, the foUy of others receive, and 
both together establisb, in S|Hie of tlie first natural 
principles of reason, justice, and equHy. 

• These are tlie proper and useful objects of the m,%. 
tendon of amanof >env^ when he travels; and. 
these are the objects for which I have sent you 
abroad ; and I hope you will return thoroughly inform 
•d of them. 

. I. receive this very moment Mr. Harte's letter of 
the 1st October, N. S. but I have never received 
hip former, to which be refers in this, and you ref«r 
in your last ; in which he gave me the reasons for 
your leaving Verona so soon : nor h%ve I ever re. 
oeived that lettm- iu which your case was stated by 
your physicians. Letters to and from me have worse 
lock than other people's; for you have written to 
me, and I to you, for these last three months, by 
way of Gerotauy, ^itb as little success as before. 

• I am edified with your morning applications, and 
your evening gallantries at Venice, of which Mr. 
Hffte gives me an account. Fray go ou with bath 
there^ and afterwards at Rome; where, provided 
you arrive in the begianing of December, you nwy 
suy at Venice as much longer as you please. 

Make my compliments to Sir James Gray and Mr. 
Smith, with my acknowledgements for the great civi<> 
lities they show yo«. 

I wrote to Mr. Harte by the last post, October the 
6th, O. S. and will write to him in a poet or two,, 
upon the contents of his last.. Adieu 1 Point dt 
iMractums, and remember the graces, . 
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LETTElt CXCVIH. I 

London, October 17, O. S. 174^ 
DEAR BOY, 

I HAVE at la»t received Mr. Harte's letter,- of die 
19th September, N. S. from Verona. Your rea- 
sons for leaving tiiat place were very good ones; and 
as jott staid there long enough to see what was to be. 
seen, Venice (as a capital) is, in my opinion, a mucb 
better place for your residence. Capitals are alwaya 
tbe seats of arts and sciences, and the best compa<' 
nies. I have stuck to them ail my life- time ; and I 
advise you to do so coo. 

You will have received, in my Uiree or four last- 
l^ters, my directions for your fartlier motions to an-, 
other capital ; where I propose that your stay shall 
be pretty considerable. Tl»e expense, I am well, 
aware, will be so too ; but tliat, »n I told you before^ 
will have no weight, when your improvement and • 
mtvantage are in the other scale. I do not care a 
groat what it is, if neither vice nor fully are the ob> 
jects of it, and if Mr. Harte gives his sanction. 

I am very well pleased with your account of Car- 
niola : these are the kind of objects worthy of your . 
in<|uixies and knowledge. The produce, the tasces^ 
the trade, the manufactares^ the strength, the weak- 
n«8S, the government, of the several countries which 
a man of sense travels through, are the material, 
points to wliich he attends; and leaves the steeples, 
the marketplaces, and tlie signs, to the laborious 
and curious researches of Dutch and German tra- 
vellers. 

Mr. Harte tells me» that he intends to givo yon,: 
by means of Signor Vicentini, a general notion of. 
civil and military architecture; witli which I am very 
well pleased. They are frequent subjects of conver. 
sation; and it is vexy right that you should hx*: 
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tome idea of the latter, and a good taste of the fotm. 
er; and you may very soon learn as much as yo« 
need kaov of either. If you read about one third 
of Palladio!s book of architecture, with some skilAd 
pcnrson, and then, vitb tbAt person, examine the best 
buildings by those rule«, you will know the different 
proportions of the different orders ; the several dia- 
meter! of columns ; their intemrimnniations ; ttieit 
•ov«nd nses, ft^. The Corinthian order is chielijr 
lised in magnificent b«iil<tings, where wnameot and 
deeofalion are the principal objects ; the Dorie is 
ealenlated for strength ; and the lonie pertnkce of 
the Doric strength, and of the Corinthian ornaments* 
The Composite and the Tnsean orders are more m^ 
dem, and were anknown to the Greeks ; the oneis t09 
light, the other too clumsy. Yon may soon be ••« 
^fMinted with the considemble parts of civil nroMt^c- 
ture; and for the minute and medianical parts of K» 
leave them to masons, brteklayers, «nd Lord Barlings 
ton ; who has, to a certain degree, lessened hlms^f 
, by knowing thefo too well. Observe the same me* 
tiiod as t6 miUtary archltectore : nnderstand tfa* 
terms, know the general rales, and tiien see them ta 
execntion with some skirfnl person. Oo with Mm« 
engineer or old offioer, attd view with care the real- 
fortiftoations of some strong plac*; and you will get 
a clearer idea of bastions, half-moons, hom^work^ mi^ 
velins, glacis, Ase. than all the masters in the worM 
could give you npon paper. And thus much I would 
by all means have you know of both civil and milk 
tary architecture. 

I urould also h«ve you acqolrs a liberal taste of the 
two liberal arts of painting and sculpture ; but with- 
ottt desoending into those nHtmlim, whicli our mek. 
dem virtuosi most affectedly dwell upon. Observe 
the great parts attentively ; see if nature be truly 
represented ; if the passions are strongly ezpiessed ; 
if the characters are preserved; and leave the trifling 
parts, with their little jargon, to affected puppies« 
Iwvnldndvbe you also to fead tbeltfstoryef th« 
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plifnters and scuTjjtors; and I Icno v none better than 
^elibidii^s. Thefe'are many in Italiap : you will in- 
finn yourself which are' the best. It'is a pa^t of his-, 
tofy, very eutertaihing, carious enougfi, and not 
quite useless, fi^ these sorts of tilings I would h^ve 
y^u know, to a certain degree'; but remember, that 
they must onIy*be the amusements, ancl'no't t&o'bu-'* 
•loesSy of a man of parts. 

Since writing to me in German would take up so^ 
s&uch of your time, of which I would not now'have 
one moment wasted, I will accept of your composi< 
tion, and content myself with a'hioderate peruian 
letter, once a fortnight, to Lady Chesteriieldj or. 
ifr. Greveokop. My meaning was, only fhat you 
should not forget what youliad aTread^ learned of the' 
German language and character ; but, on the con- 
trary, that by frequent use, it should gfow^nore easy 
and familiar. Provided you take'care of that, I do 
sot care by what means: but I do desire, thai you' 
will, every day of your life, spealc German to some- 
body or other (For you will meet with Germans 
enough), and write a line or two of it every day, to 
keep your hand in. Why should you not (for In- 
stance) write your own little memorandums ancl' 
accounts in that language and character ? by which 
too joa would have thi^ advantage into the bar- 
gain, that, if mislaid, few but yourself could read 
theita.' 

I am extremely glad to hear, that you lik^ the pa- 
semblies at Venice well enough to sacrifice some sup. 
p^ to them; for I hear that you do not dislike your 
suppers neither. It is therefore plain, that there is 
somebody, or something, at those assemblies, which . 
you like belter than your meat. And, as I know 
there is none but good company at those assemblies,^ 
I am very glad to find that you 'like good company' 
so well. I already imagine you a Ifttle smoothecl by * 
it; and that you have either reasoned yourself, or 
that they have laughed you, out of your absences and ^ 
dhtractiom; for, I canriotsuppose that you go there 
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to ioiult them. I likewise imagine, that yoa irish t* . 
be welcome, where you wish to go ; and consequent- 
ly, that yon both present and behave yoursetf tiMMr 
tn galant homme, et pits en bourgeatB* 

If you have vowed to aay iMdy there one of those 
eternal passions, wMiA I have sometimes known, by 
great acddest, last three months ; I can tell yon, 
tint without great attentions, infinite politeness, and 
engaging air and manners, the omens will be sinis- 
ter, and the goddessun propitious. Priy tell roe, 
what are the amusements of those assemblies ? Are 
they little commerdai play, are they music, are they 
la belle conversation, or are they all three ? T file-t- 
on le parfait amour .' T d^bit'on les beaux senti- 
ments? Ou est-ce qu^on y parle ^pigramme? And 
pray, which u your department i Tutis depone in 
anribus. Whichever it is, endeavour to shine, and 
excel in it. Aim, at least, at the perfection of every 
thing that b worth doing at all ; and you will come 
nearer it than you would imagine; but Chose always 
crawl infinitely short of it, whose aim is only medi- 
ocrity. Adieu. 

P. S. .By an uncommon diligence or the post, I 
have this moment received yours of the 9th, N. S. 

LETTER CXCIX. 

London, October 81, O. 3. I749. 
DEAR BOT, 

BY my last I only acknowledged, by this I answer, 
your letter of the gth October, N . S. 
I am very glad that you approved of my letter of 
September the l£th, O. S. because it b upon that 
footing that I always propose living with you. I win 
advise you seriously, as a friend of some experience ; 
and I will converse with yon cheerfully, as a compa- 
nion : the authority of a parent shall for ever be laid 
aside ; for, wherever it is exerted, it is useless; since, 
if you have neither sense nor sentiments enough Xm 
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JUlow my advice as a ftiand, your uttwUliog obedi' 
ence to mj orders asafather» will be a very awkward 
aad unavailiag one, both to yourself aad me. Tacitus, 
•peakiog of an army that awkwardly and unwillingly 
obeyed its generals, only from the fear of puoishmenCy 
says, they obeyed indeed, ' sed at qui malleat jussa 
imperatorum iuterpretari quam exoqui.' For my own 
part, I disclaim such obedience. 

You think, I find, that y6u do not understand Ita* 
lian : but I can tell you, tliat, like the bourgeoit 
gentilhomme who spoke prose without knowing it, 
yon understand a great deal, tliough you do not 
know that you do; for, whoever understands French 
•od Latiu so well as yon do, understands at least 
half the Italian language, aud has very little occa- 
sion for a dictionary. And for the idiom, the 
phrases, and the delicacies of it, conversation, and a 
Uttle attention, will teach them you, and that soon j 
therefore, pray speak it in company, right or wrong, 
d tort <nt d trencerg^ as soon as ever you have got 
words enough to ask a common question, or give a 
common answer. If you can only say duongiomo, 
say it, instead of saying bon Jour; I mean, to every 
Italian ; tlie answer to it will teach you more words, 
and insensibly you will be very soon master of that 
easy language. You are quite right in not neglect- 
ing your Oerman for it, and in thinking that it will 
be of more use to you : it ccrtaiitly will, in the course 
of your business; but Italian has its use too, and is 
an ornament into the bargain ; there being many very 
polite and good authors in that language. The rea- 
son yoo assign for having hitherto met with none of 
i^y swarms of Germans, in Italy, is a very solid one ; 
and I can easily conceive, that the experience neces- 
sary for a traveller most amount to a number of tha- 
len^ grotchent and kreutzcrt, tremendous to a Ger- 
man fortune. However, you will find several at 
Rome, either ecclestasttcs, or in the $uUe of tlie im- 
perial minister; and more, when you come into the 
Milanese, among the qufen of Uungary^s officers. 
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Besidtos, you Iiave » Saxon serviint, tO"«Hi»iik'I1iOj^ 
j&n «peak nothias^ bttt German. 

I have had ih» most obliging letter inthtf^worM^ 
from Monateur Capello, in which he^fepeidcs vftfj adw- 
vantageoustyof you» and f>romiaes j6u his pfAUcUoa^ 
at Rome. I have wrote'bim an anMr^ by which I 
hope I have domesticated yon at hi» hSM there*: 
which I advise you to frequent as mneh as yen cam 
II est vrai qn*il ne paJie pas beaucoup de sa figure ; 
bat he has sense and knowledge at betttom^ with a ' 
gveat ezpOTlence of business, having been already 
embassador atMadrid, Vienna, and London. And I- 
am very sure that he will be willing to give you any 
informations, in that way, that he can. 

Madame was a capricious, whimsical fine lady, tilt* 
the small-pox, "vrhxch she got here, by lessening hex'* 
beauty, lessened her humours too ; but as I presume 
it did not change her sex, I trust to that for her 
having such a share of them left as may contribute 
td smooth and polish you. She, doubtless, still* 
thinks, that8heha8beantyenoughremainlng,to entitle' 
her to the attentions always paid to beauty ; and she 
ba» certainly rank enough to require respect. Those 
ar« the sort of wbmeu vrho polisli a young man the 
most ; and who give him that habit of complaisance, 
and thatflextbility and versatility of manners, which ' 
prove of great use to him with men, and in the course 
of btiflluess. 

You must always expect to hear, more or less, 
frbm me, npon'that important subject of manners, 
graces, address, and diat undefiuable Je ne sfaU 
quoi that ever pleases. I have reason to believe, 
that you -waxSt nothing else ; but I have reason to 
fear too, that yon want these ; and that want will 
keep you poor, in the midst of all the plenty of know- 
ledga* which y oo may liave treasured up. Adteo .* 
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LETTfiR CC. 

Laudtm, Ninember'S, 0. 8. 1749 . 
DEAR BOY, 
J^^QM the tima that jou bave.h»d life, it baa V^m 
*■ the phDcipal »od favourite otkject of mine, |o 
make you as perfect as the imperfections of bum^ 
•nature .will allow: ia tbis view, I have gr^idged w> 
jMdas nor expcuase in jo.ar education ; convinced th^t 
education, more than nature, is tbe ca^ise of that 
^eat difference which we see in the «ba¥acters pf 
men. While jou.were a cbildi .1 aodeavottred |o 
form your heart habitually to virtue and honour, 
.before your understan4ing was capable /9f showuig 
Oro^ tbeir beau^ <and utility. XhQ9e pi^n^iples, 
.which you then gpt,,Uke yoi^r graa^nar rules, ool^ 
hj rote, are now, I ;»m pers^afled, ^neA autd «oa- 
^rmed bg roaso/i* .And lAideed tli)^ »xe:to pUinani 
, clear, that they r«quire>lM>t.a.v«rjrfnQdeiate4«grae 
.pf uoders^nding, either tp comprebeniid or pcaotiae 
tbem. X^rd Shaftesbury yi^s, ver^r i|)rettily» that 
be WQ|ild be virtuous for bis owa ^ake, thougb nobo- 
.4y ver&taknow it; as heiwi^iild bei(l«an for bis own 
,sake, though nobo<^ w^re toaae hm* I liave, thare- 
f£9re»;iiacejou hftne b»d tlie use qf your ieaso9» Aever 
^rittep toyou upontbo»e subjects: tb^tpeak best for 
themselv^ ; .^ I-^should now juHAu.soon tbiok 4f 
warning y^u^ravely pot to fall into the dirtortbefiw, 
IIS into disbpnour or vioe. Tbis view of. mine, I eon" 
jiider as fplVy attaii»ed. My iM^t objeatwas, aouod 
and ^sefuI Uctfniog. My pwn q»e ^nt, Jfir- Barter's 
afLerirards, ^nd qf.latc (I will owa it.tO;ypur praise) 
jroar own application, iiave,iQMe.tbiii answeiad mor 
«aj)ecU|ions in th^tparlicMl^r; JMmI'I bAveowMnilo 
be^Ava, jrill.a^^{wer^«ii,iny.wi»he». iAU ll*»t ce- 
ma|o8>fiDr me tben.tp.^ish, to f«fosuMad.4o incul- 
cme, to orilor, 4w4(V> iMiAt ttppQ, is«oQd»brcedinc» 
K^jHIt jrlwbi ^1 9Wf «^r (|iiiili6fi»t»9M>KiU(b» 
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lame, nnadoraed, and tx> a certain degree unaTBiHDfk 
And here I fear, and have too much reason to belieye, 
that you are greatly deficient. The remainder of 
this leuer, therefore^ shall be (and it will not be the 
last by a great many) upon that subject. 

A friend of yours and mine has very justly definiMl 
good*breeding to be, the rtiuU qfmuch good ienae, 
tome goodrnaturtt and a UUU ulf-denial, /br the 
take qfotherif and with aviemtoobtain thetame iau 
dulgencefrom them. Taking this for granted (as I 
tliink it cannot be disputed), it b astonishing to me, 
that any body, who has good sense and good-nature 
(and I believe you have both), can essentially fiail in 
good4n«eding. As to the modes of it, indeed, they 
vary according to persons, places, and circumstances ; 
and are only to be acquired by observation and ex- 
perience ; but the substance of it is every where and 
eternally the same. Good manners are, to particular 
societies, what good morals are to society in genenal; 
their cement, and khtir security. And, as laW5 are 
enacted to enforce good morals, or at least to prevent 
the ill efi«ots of bad ones ; so there are certain rules 
of civility, universally implied and received, to en- 
force good manners, and punish bad ones. And in- 
deed there seems to me to be less difference, both 
between the crimes and punishments, than at first 
one would imagine. The immoral man who invades 
another's property, is justly hanged for it ; and the 
U14>red^man, who, by his iU-roanners, invades and 
disturbs the ^uiet and comforts of private life, is by 

• c<Mtnmon consent as justly bamshed society. Mutual 
complaisances, attentions, and sacrifices of little cofi- 
veniences, are as natural an implied compact between 
civilised people, as protection and obedience are be- 
tween kings and subjects : whoever, in either case, 
iriolates that compact, justly forfeits all advantages 
ari^ng from it. For my own part, I really think, 
that, next to the consdousness of doing a good ac- 
tion, that of doing a civil one is the most pleasing ; 
'and the epithet which I should covet the most, next 
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to tbat of Aristides, voald be that of ' well-bred.' 
Thus mudi for good-breeding in general: I will 
BOW consider some of the various modes and degrees 
of it. 

Very few, scarcely any, are wanting in the respect 
which they should show to those whom they acknoi^- 
ledge to be infinitely their superiors ; such as crowo* 
ed heads, princes, and puUic persons of dbtinguisb*- 
cd and eminent posts. It b the manner of showing 
that respect, which is different. The man of fashiopi, 
and of the world, expresses it in its fullest extent, 
but naturally, easily, and without concern : whereas 
ft man who is not tsed to keep good company, ejt- 
presses it awkwardly; one sees that he is not us«d 
to it, and tiiat it costs him a great deal : but I never 
^aw the worst-bred man living guilty of lolling, whisW 
ling, scratching his head, and such like indecencies, 
in company that he respected. Ilk such companies, 
therefore, the only point to be attended to is, to show 
that respect, which every body means to show, in an 
easy, unembarrassed, and graceful manner. This is 
vhat observation and experience must teach you. 

In mixed companies, whoever is admitted to make 
part of them is, for the time at least, supposed to be 
upon a footing of equality with the rest ; and conse- 
qnently, as there is no one prii^cipal object of awe 
and respect, people are apt to take a greater latitude 
in their behaviour, and to be less upon their guard ; 
and so they may, provided it be within certain 
Bounds, which are upon no occasion to be transgress- 
ed. But, upon these occasions, though no one is 
entitled to distinguished marks of respect, every one 
claims, and very justly, every mark of civility and 
good-breeding. Ease is allowed, but carelessness 
xmd negligence are strictly forbidden. If a man ac- 
costs you, and talks to you ever so dully or frivolously, 
' it is worse than rudeness, it is brutality, to show him, 
by a manifest inattention to what he says, that you 
think him a fool or a blockhead and not worth hear- 
*ing. It is much moro so with regard to women -, 
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^ho, of Mrl^atever rank they are, are intiUed, in.con« 
sidcration of their sex, not only to an attentive, but 
an officious good-breeding from men. Their little 
'vants, likings, dislikes, preferences, antipatliies^ fan- 
cies, whims and -even impertinences, must be ofii- 
'{riousfy attended to, flattered, and, if possiblr, guessed 
at and anticipated, by a well-bred man. You muH 
never usurp to yourself tliose conveniences aqjcl 
agremens which are of common right; such as U\e 
Best' places', the best dishes, &c. ; but on the c,ontra« 
>y, always decline them yourself, and offer ti)em to 
others ; who, in their turns, will offer them to yoja : 
so that, upon the whole, you will in yuur turn en- 
joy your sliaro of the common right. It would be 
endless for me to enumerate all the parlicuUr iu- 
sLinces in wliich a well-bred man shows his good- 
breeding ill good company ; and it would be injuri- 
ous to yon to suppose tliat your own good sense will 
not point them out to you ; and then your own good- 
nature will recommend, au.d your self-inter;est i^- 
force, the practice. 

Tliere is a third sort of good -breeding, in which 
people are most apt to fail, from a very mistaken no- 
tion, that they cannot fail at all, I mean, with re- 
gard to one's most familiar friends and acquaint- 
ances, or those who really are our inferiors; and 
there, undoubtedly, a greater degree of ease is not 
only allowed, but proper, and contributes much to 
the comforts of a private, social life. But thatea^e 
and freedom have their bounds too, which must by 
no means be violated. A certain degree of negl,i- 
"gence and carelessness becomes injurious and insult • 
ing, from the real or supposed inferiority qf the per- 
sons : and that delightful liberty qf con,versatiqn 
, *flpbng a ,few friends is soon destroyed, ^ liberty 
jqfftefi has been, by being carried to Ucentiou^snes^. 
]But example explains things best, and 1 >pill put a 
pretty strong case. Suppose you and .me alone tp- 
gether ; I believe you ^iil allow that 1 have as goqd 
ajri^ht tp unljjmte^ /cegi^om iji your company, |s 
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cither you or I cao possibly have in any other ; and 
I am apt to believe, too, that you would indulge me ' 
in that freedom, as far as any body would, hut^- 
notwithstanding thb, do you imagine that I should 
think that there were no bounds to'that freedom ? I 
assure you, I should not th\nk so ; and I take myself 
to be as much tied down by a certain degree of 
good manners to you, as by other degrees of them * 
to other people. Were I to show you, by a manifest 
inattention to what you said to me» that I was think* 
ing of something else the whole time; were I to yawn 
extremely, snore, or break wind, in yourcompanjr ; I 
should think that I behaved myself to you like a 
beaat, and should not expect that you would care tx> 
frequent me. No. The most familiar and intimate 
habitudes, connexions, and friendships, require a 
degree of good-breeding, both to preserve and cement 
them. If ever a man and his wife, or a man and his 
mtotress, who pass nights as well as days together, 
absolutely lay aside all good-breeding, their inti- 
macy will soon degenerate into a coarse familiarity, 
iafallibly productive of contempt or disgust. The 
best of us have our bad sides ; and it is as imprudent, 
as It is ill-bred, to exhibit them. I shall certainly 
not use ceremony with you ; it would be misplaced 
between us : but I shall certainly observe that de> 
gree of good-breeding with you which is, in the 
first plsice, decent, and which, I am sure, is abso- 
lutely necessary to make us like one another's com- 
pany long. 

■ I will say -no more now, upon this important sub- 
ject of good-breeding ; upon which I have already 
dwelt too loug, it may be, for one letter ; and upon 
which I shall frequently refresh your memory here- 
after: but T will conclude with these axioms : 

That tlie deepest learning, without good-breeding, 

is unwelcome and tiresome pedantry, and of use no 

where but iu a man's own closet ; and consequently 

of little or no use at all. 

Jbat a man, who b not perfectly well-bred, li on- 
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iiaiMAtal ■■ finds hU «KC«iiit in it tpooHhe^bolt. 
-The third s6rt of -good-bveediag-is local, and ivvfri* 
•-•uljinodiicd, io oot oaly d7ffer«it couatncs, bat 
^ ia 4iffereat towns of the ttmie cooatrj. Bat it most 
he HMmded upon the two forner sorts : tiiey are the 
•■Mtter ; to which, in tins case, ^uhtoo ^aod csisfeovi 
•oljr give the different shapes and impreseioaa**- 
Wboever has the two first sorts, will euifty acquire 
this third sort of goodibpeediag,- which, depends stng- 
ly i^ion attention and ohservatiou. It is, proper^, 
rthe poUah, the kistre, tiie last fintshiog strokas, «f 
tgood>breedii»g. It is tp be found only in capitals, 
^sowievMi there it vanes; tliegood<*breediag of Roim 
tdiffenngy in some things, from that of Paris ; tfaatef 
:Fans,.in otbass, from that ^f -Mtfdnd ; and that «f 
MtHrid^ inmanyUkiags, from that of Londcn. A 
'wan^f sense, therefore, earefnHy attends to the local 
naaners of the respective places where he is, aad 
-takes for bia models theae personswhomheobaervts 
to be at thehead of fortoon and goed breading. He 
aratchas how thay address thamseliws to tliair aupa> 
-liafs, how ^ey accost their equ^ and homr they 
'treat their infofiovs ; -and lets none of these little ni- 
•eties asca p o him, whidkare to good'breeding'What 
dfehe lastdtUoate arid masterly toaehes are to ogeod 
'psctore; ond of winch tiie vulgar have no notion, 
i^nt bjT^bich^goed judges distinguish' the master. 
-He attends even to tlieirair, dress, and motieas, 
laad imitates them, HberaUy, and nat servilely; 
-lie -copies, but does not mimic. These -personal 
<«giaoea'«reof vary great censequeoee. Diey anti4i* 
pate the sentiments, before, merit eao enifagethe un- 
•derslanding; they eaptivale the heart, and g«ve 
-rise, T 'btKeve, to tlie>exb«vagant notions of chansks 
«nd philtres. ^«ir-«0ettB were so^orprising, tiiat 
'they iiw ere re ek onad sapenMtoral. The'inos&^raee> 
ftil«Ml bM^bted man,'«nd tlie handao w e s t and gan- 
tisalatt-womeo,'give- the most phBtrcs; «sk1, as X 
vafUy««li««e, wilfaont the least ^tsstotance of the 
4BfU. 'Pray hMMt^Hly^riU dfewsM.^Mtwhini'^" 
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jrour dress ; let it have du briliani : I do not men 
by « clumsy load of gold and silver, but by tlie laafee 
aud fashion of it. Women Uke and require it; tbey 
think it an attention due to tbem : but, on the other 
hand, if your motions and carriage are not graceful^ 

.genteel, and natural, year fine ciotiaee will only 
display your avkwardoess the more. But I am un* 
willing to suppose y on still awkward ; far sorely, 
by tlus time, you must have catcbed a good air in 
good company. When you went from hence, you 
were not naturally awkward ; but your awkwardness 

. was adventitious and Westmonasterial. Leipsig, I 
apprehend, is not the seat of tbe graces; and I pre> 
tume you acquired none there. But now, if yoo 
will be pleased to observe what people of the first 
fashion do with their legs and arms» heads, and bo- 
dies, you will reduce yours to certain decent laws 
of motion. Ton danced pretty well here, and ought 
to dance very well before you come home ; for what 
one is obliged to do sometimes, one ought to be able 
to do well. Besides, ia beUe darue donnt du hrU- 
lant d tin jeunt homme, and you should endea> 

•vour to shine. A calm serenity, negative merit and 
graces, d» not become your age. Yon abould be 
alerts adroit^ v^fs be wanted, talked of, impatiently 
expected, and unwillingly parted with, in company. 

. I should be glad to hear half a doaen women pf 
fashion say, * O^ est done le petit Stanhope? Que ne 
vient41? II fiaut avouer qu'il est aimable.' All 
this I do net mean singly with regard to women as 
the principal object : but with regard to men, and 
with a view of making yourself considerable. For, 
with very small variations, the same things that 
please women please men ; and a man whose man- 

. ners are softened and polished by women of fisshion* 
and who is formed by them to an habitual attention 
and complaisance^ will please, engage, and connect 
men, muqb easier gndmore daan he would otherwise. 
You must be sensible that you cannot rise in the 

> world, without formiag coaaexioos, and eogagix^ 
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diftrait ehu««Cers to conspire ih your point. You 
mast male them your dependents, without their 
knowing it, and dictate to them while yon seem to 
be directed by tbem. Those necessary connexions 
can never be formed, or preserved, but by an uninter- 
rofyled series of comfdaisance, attentions, politeness, 
and some constraint. Yon mute engage their hearts, 
if jon would have tfartr support; yon must watch ~ 
the moUia tempera, snd captivate them by the pgri- 
mmt, and ^anns of conversation. People will not 
be called out to your service only when jrou want 
them ; and, if you expect to receive str^gth from 
tbem, they must receive eiUier pleasure or advantage 
liom you* 

I received in this instant a letter from Vr. Harte, 
of the 8d K. S. which I will answer soon ; in the 
mean time, I return him my thanks for it, through 
you*. The constant goo«i accounts which he gives 
me of yotl, will make me suspect him of partiality, 
and think him le m^deein Tttnt-miewt. Consider, 
therefore, what weight any future deposition of his, 
against you, must necessarily have with me. As 
iu that case he will l>e a very unwilling, he must 
consequently be a very important witness. Adieu. 



LETTER ecu. 

DEAR BOY, 

MY last was upon the subject of good4»reeding : 
but, I think, it rather set before you the unfit- 
Best and disadvantages of ill4)reeding, than the uti- 
lity and necessity of good : it was rather negative 
. than positive. Tliis, therefore, shall go forther, and 
explain to you tlie necessity, which you, of all peo- 
ple living, lie under, not only of being positively 
andactively weli^bred, but of shining and distinguish- 
ins yourself by your good-breeding. Consider your 
owB titaation in every particular, and judge wh*. 
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. tber it is not «Menti«Uy your 'voUtmt, ^ j o ur m mn 

tgood^NHMding to others, to secure theirs to yaa ; 
and that» let me aafture you, is the only way of dtAmg 

■ it ; for people will repay, and with interest too, in- 
«lC«Qtioo^ with inaUenfeioQ, neglect with nefflect,aad 
ill-m«aners with worse ; ^hioh may engage jout in 
vecy<Us4greeaUe.aiairB. In ihe next pteee, yo«r 
IH^Iesiftoa peqvires, mmre Uttn any otiMr, the nicest 
«nd most distiufwiabed good-breeding. Yea will 
negotiate with v^y littlesicceas, if you do net pro* 
^dously, by your manners, condHaie and engage the 
affections of Ummo with whom you are to negotiato. 

. Can yon ever .fft into the confidcnoe and the aecvets 
of the courts where you may happen to reside, if 
you have net those pleasing, insinuating manners, 
whicsh slone can precurethem ? Upon ray wwd, Ido 

.not say too much, when I a«y, that superior. good* 
breeding, insinuating maimers, and genteel address. 
Me Imlf your, bu s i n ess. Your knowledge will hare 
but very little inftuence upoathe mind, if your man^ 
aers )M«i^udioethe heart against .you ; bat,. on the 

. other hand, honreasily.will yon datpe the nndcrstnnd- 

•ing, where jou have imt engaged the heart! and 
beaits are, by no mesou, to be gained by that mere 
common civility which every body (rtactises. Bow- 
ing again to those who bow to you, answering 
drily those who speak to yon, and saying no- 
thing offensive to any body, is such negative good- 
breeding, that it is only not being a brute ; es it 
would be but a very poOT commendstton of any man's 
eleanlineas, to say, that be did notstink It is an 
Actvve, cheerful, eficieas, aedncing goo di bs ee dinf, 
•that must gaiutyou the |;ood<«rUl and isstflentimati 
ef the men, and the affections of 'the women. Von 
<nust cacefnUy watch and attend) to their pessioas, 
<tbeir itastes, their little hnmeuM and weihnetses, 
.and ail^r audeomnt. You mnstdo it, at *ttM same 
>time,ivith alacrity snri twtprmmmnt, •nd>nat as4f 
fMi gtadiwMly tmnrieissnieil i to.hMi»nrtheir<i>e>k« 
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•For > inatiakce ; svpposa y«ft- invited' anybody to 
dine or sup with 3roii» yoK ought to reeoliet if yev 
had oteerved that they had any favourite dish,. and 
take care to provide it-for them-; andy irhen 4t can)e» 
yoo should- 8ay» * You seemed-to me; at such- aud 
sueb a plaoe, to give this dish a preference} and> 
therefore I ordered iu this is the wine that I obaerr- 
ed yott^like, andthefeforelproeured eome.* The- 
more triflingr<these tkinftsare, the- more^they prove 
yeur attention- for the person* and are consequently 
the mere engaging*. Coasait ytfur owu breast, and ■ 
recollect bow these little attentions when shown > 
yeu by others,' flatter thafe degree of self-love and < 
vaaityt fromwfalohsno man living is free. Reflect 
how they incUae and atto^et you -to- that person, 
and bow you aveprepifeiated afterwards to all which 
that persoo says or does* The same causes will- 
have the same effects in your favour. Women, iu • 
a great degree, establish or desvoy every man's > 
repuUtiou of good>breediog; you must, therefore, 
in a manner, overwb^m them with these attea- 
tloasj they are used to thenot they expect them, 
and, to do> them justice, they commonly reqnite 
them* You must be sedulous,* and rather over-ofll- 
' doua- than undes, in precuring them their coaches, 
their chairs, their conveniences, in public places ; 
not see what you shoukl not see ; and rather assist, 
where you cannot help seeing. Opportunities of • 
showing these attentions present themselves perpe- 
toally; but, if they do not, make tl>em^ as Ovid- 
advises his lover, wiien he sits in the Circus, near 
hie mistress, to wipe -the dust off her neck, even if 
there be none; * Si nollus, tamen exeute nullum.' 
Ybur conversation with women should always be • 
r«spectfol; but^ at the same time CTfTOU^, and always - 
sddfesecd to their vanity. Every thing you say or 
do should conviaee them of the regard you have • 
(wheclier yfiu have It or net) for tbeh- beauty, their • 
"i^lt, or their merit. Mem have possiMy as much vaii- 
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iy as women, though of another kind ; and both art 
and good-breeding require, that instead of roorti- 
fying, you should please and flatter it, bj words, 
and looks of approbation. Suppose (which is by no 
means improbable) that, at your return to Eogland, ' 
I should ^lace you near the person of some one of 
tbe royal family ; in tliat situation, good-breeding, 
engaging address, adorned with all the graces that 
dwell at courts, would very probably make yon a 
favourite., and, Arom a favourite, a minister ; but all 
the knowledge and learning in the world, witiiont 
them, never would. The penetration of princes sel- 
dom goes deeper than the surface. It is the exterior 
that always engages their hearts ; and I would never 
advise you to give yourself much trouble about tiiar 
understandings. Princes in general (I mean those 
Porphyrogenets who wre bom and bred in purple) 
are about the pitch of women, bred up like them, 
and are to be addressed and gained in the same man- 
ner. They always see, they seldom weigh. Your 
lustre, not your solidity, must take diem ; your in- 
side will afterwards support and secure what your 
outside has acquired. With weak people (and they 
undoubtedly are three parts in four of mankind), 
good-breeding, address, and manners, are every 
thing ; they can go no deeper : but let me assure 
you, that they are a great deal even with people 
of the best understandings. Wliere the eyes are 
not pleased, and the heart is not flattered, the 
mind will be apt to stand out. Be tliis right or 
wrong, I confess, I am so made myself. Awkward- 
ness and ill-breeding shock me to that d^ree, that 
where I meet wilh them, I cannot ^nd in my heart 
to inquire into the intrinsic merit of that person : I 
hastily decide in myself, that he can have none; and 
am not sure, I should not even be sorry to know that 
he bad any. I often paint you in my imagination, 
in your present Umtananza; and, while I view you 
in the light of ancient and modern learning, useful 
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^ind oroamental knowledge, I am champed with U^e 
prospect ; but, when I view you in another light, 
and represent you awkward, ungraceful, ill-bred, 
with vulgar air and manners, shambling towards me 
,with inatten^on and distretctionSf I shall n.ot pre- 
tend to describe to you what I feel ; but will do as 
a skilful painter did formerly— draw a veil before the 
countenance of the &ther. 

I dare say you know already enough of architec- 
tore, to know that the Tuscan is the strongest and 
.most solid of all the orders ; but, at the same time, 
it is the coarsest and clumsiest of them. Its solidity 
does extremely well for the foundation and bietse^floor 
'of a great edifice ; but, if the whole building he 
Tuscan, it will attract no eyes, it will stop no passen- 
jecs, it will innte no interior examination ; people 
will take it for granted, tliat the fiuishing and fur- 
lushing cannot be wprth seeing, where the front is so 
unadorned and clumsy. But if upon the solid Tus- 
can foundation, the t)orin, the Ionic, and the Corin- 
thian orders rise gnulwMl^ with all tlieir beauty, 
proportio. ", and ornament, the fabric seizes Uie mo$t 
incurious eye, and 5tops the most careless passenger, 
who solicits admission as a favour, nay, often pur- 
chases ic. Just so will it fare ,with jour little fabric, 
which at present, I fear, has more of the Tuscan 
,th<ta of the Cgrinthian order. You must absolutely 
change the whole ftout, or nobody will knock at tlijB 
door. The several parts, which must compose th|s 
^vy front, ^re ^l^ant, ^y, natjyural, superior, 
good breeding ; 90 engaging ^dress; .genteel in9« 
j^il^; jm insinuatinjs soCtn^ in your looks, 
.wonls, find aci^s; ^spruce,. lively air; fj^shioi^- 
^e i\sv^ ', 9{id all t^e^lil^^, that ^ joung fcllfifr 
jjhpqlfi have. 

fj^l^e^ovi frpuld dp a iprc^ 4ejd.fpr,ipj sjtk^ ; 
jfnd ^f^if^tf^t^ cpnsidi^, ^t ^onr returp ^ere, w)>at^ 
«|^^iAgj^i|>tni|£nt W( fopceru |t would be tp me, if >I 
i5pJ^|>ot>^^epH^pi«m tj)dp.aiP haMW»«f 
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my houie and table ; and if I should be ashamed to 
present you to those who frequent both. Should 
you be awkward, inattentive, and diitrait, and hap- 
pen to meet Mr. L**at my table, the consequences of 
that meeting must be fatal: you would run your 
beads against each other, cut each other's fingers 
instead of your meat, or die by the precipitate infu* 
sion of scalding soup. 

This is really so copious a subject, that there is 
no end of being either serious or ludicrous upon it. 
It is impossible, too, to enumerate, or sute to you, the 
various ca^es in good-breeding ; they are infinite ; 
there is no situation or relation in the world, so 
remote or so intimate, that does not require a 4^- 
gree of it. Tour own good sense must point; it 
out to you : your own good*nature must incline, 
and your interest prompt you to practise it : and 
observation and experience must give you the man- - 
Aer, the ur, and the graces, which complete Umi 
whole. 

This letter will hardly overUke you till yob are 
at or near Rome. I expect a great deal in every 
way from your six months stay there. My morning 
hopes are justly placed in Mr. Harte, and the ma- 
sters he will give you ; my evening ones, in the Ro- 
man ladies : pray be attentive to both. But, I must 
hint to you, that the Roman ladies are not * les femmea 
Sfavantes, et ne vous embrasseront point pour Tamour 
du Orec.' They must have * il garbato, il . leggia- 
dro, il disinvolto, il Insinghierp', quel non sbtb^ 
che place, che alletta, che incanta.' 

I have often asserted, that the profoundest learn- 
ing, and the politest manners, were by no means 
incompatible, though 90 seldom found united in the 
same person ; and I have engaged myself to exhibit 
you, as a proof of the truth of thu assertion.— 
Slionld you, instead of that, happen to disprove me, 
the concern indeed would be mine, but the loss will 
'be yonra. Lord Boiingbruke is a strong instance oa 
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foy side of the question: he joins, to tlie deepest eta- 
dition, the most elegant politeness and good-breed- 
ing that ever any courtier and man of the world «u 
mdomed with. And Pope very justly called him 
•all-accomplished St. John/ with regard to his 
knowledge and his manners. He had, it is true, hif 
fonlts, which proceeded from unbounded amlntion, 
and impetuous passions ; but they have now subsided 
by age and experience : and I can wish you nothing 
better than to be what he is now, without bang 
what he has been formerly. His address pre-engages, 
his eloquence persuades, aiid his knowledge informs, 
aU who approach him. Upon the whole, I do de- 
' tf re, and insist, that, from »fter dinner till you go to 
bed, you make good-breeding, address, and manners, 
your serious object and your only care. "Without 
them, you will be nobody : with them, you may be 
any thing. 

Adieu, my dear child! Hy compliments to Mr. 
Kane. 



LETTER CCIII. 
Jandcn, November f4, 0. 5. 174^ 

DEAR BOY, 

EVERY rational being (I take it for granted) 
proposes to himself some object more important 
than mere respiration and obscure animal existence. 
He desires to distinguish himself among his fel- 
low-creatures J and, • alicui negotio intentus, praf- 
• clari facinoris, aut artis bonas, famam quserit.* C«- 
sar, when embarking in a storm, said, it was not 
necessary he should live, but that it was absolutely 
necessary he should get to the place to which he 
was going. And Pliny leaves mankind this oiily 
saumative; either of doing what deservee te bf» 
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%rritteji, or of writing what de9vrv^s to be r^d. /^ 
for those who do neither, <eorum vitam inorternqt^e 
juxta existimo, quooiam de titraque siletur.' Yofi 
have, I am convinced, one or both of these objec^ 
in view ; but you. must know and use the necessaiy 
means, or your pursuit will be vain and frivulons. 
In either case, 'sapere est prindpium et fons;' byt 
,it is by no means all. That knowledge must 1)0 
adorned, it must have lustre as well as weight, or it 
will be oftejier taken for lead than for gold. Know- 
ledge you have, and will have: I am easy upon that 
article. But my business, as your friend, is not to 
compliment you upon what you have, but to tcdl 
you with freedom what you want; and I must tell 
you plainly, that I fear you want every thing but 
knowledge. 

I have written to you so often, of late, upon 
good -breeding, address, les manieres HanteSt U^e 
graces, &c. that I sl^all confine this letter to ano- 
ther subject, pretty near akin to them, and whiffy 
I am sure, you are full as deficient iu ; I mean, 
style. 

Style is the dress of thoughts; and let them be 
ever so just, if your style is homely, coarse, and 
vulgar, they will appear to as much disadvantage, 
and- be as ill-received, as your person, though ever 
so well proportioned, would, if dr^sed in rags, dirt, 
and tatters. It is not every understanding that can ~ 
'it'.r .,r !-,Liu r, but every ear ciLn .-u' '^m ^ !i;.ige, 
.more or less, of, style : and, were I either to speak or 
write to the public, I should prefer moderate matter, 
adonied with all the beauties and elegancies of style, 
to the strongest matter iu the world, ill-worded and 
ill -delivered. Your busiae^s i^, negotiation abroad, 
and oratory in the bouse of commons at home.-.- 
V^hat figure <;an you make in either case, if your 
£tyle be inelegant ; I do not say bad ^ Imagiqe 
yourself writing an officc'lctter toasecretary of statf, 
irbich^]£t^ u to tue^q^ J^ the )rhple cab^t coh#- 
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cU; afitfTttiy postibiy ttft^hirafas'laid befoft paHi&<r' 
id«nt. Anf obe-barbarisiki, soiftci^m, or vulgurism itf ' 
it, wmiM/in a very feWdays» dfcolate through the' 
lAolfe Uagdmn, to ybdt- disgrace afkd ridicnle. F^r* 
iHSeaiitfe; I will ftupt>o8e you had written the folio v- 
iDg letter from the Higue, to the'secretary of state^ 
at London; and leave you to sappose the conse-' 
qtenceiof it. 

MTLORD, 

, I had, last n^;ht, the honour of your lordship's- 
letter of the 24th ; and will set about doing tike or- 
ders contained therein; and ^f so be that I can get 
that affair done by the next post, I will not fail Jior 
to give your lordship an account of it by next poet. 
I have told the French minister, as how that \f that* 
affair be- not soon concluded, your lordship would * 
think it all long of him; wd that he must have ' 
n^lected ybr to have wrote to his court about it. I 
must beg leave to put your lordship in mind, as hOtt>, 
that I am now full three quarters in arrear : and if 
so be that I do not very soon receive at least one - 
half-year, I shall cut a very bad figure; for this- 
here place is very dear. I shall be vastly beholden 
to your lordahip/or tAot th^e mark of your favour; 
and 80 I rest or remain, Taurs,- &c. 

Tbu win tell me possibly, that this is a earieatura" 
of an UHbetal khd ideiegant style: I will admit It; 
bdt assure yon at the same time, that a dispatch 
with lesi than half these faults would blow yori up- 
for'e^er. It is by no means sufficient to be free 
fiblfi faults id'Sj^aking^ and writing ; yon must do' 
bdtik correctly and elegaiitly. In faults of this kind , 
itfs tiot ' ille optiihus qui minimis urgetor ;' but he ' 
isC unpardonable, who has any at all, because it is his ' 
own fault: he'taeed only attend to,-obseTve, and imi- 
tate; tJitf best authon. ^ 

jeis * verf true saying, thata ftian must be bom^ 
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a^poet, but that he may make himself an orator;* 
and the very first principle of an orator, is to speak 
his own language particularly with the utmost pu* 
lity and elegancy. A roan will be forgiven even 
great errors in a foreign language ; but» in his own, 
even the least slips are justly laid hold of and ridi- 
culed. 

A person of the house of c^roons, speaking two 
years ago upon naval affairs, asserted, that we had 
then the finest navy upon the face qf the yemrth. 
This happy mixture of bluuder and vulgarism, yon 
may easily imagine, was matter of immediate ridi* 
cnle; but I can assure you, that it continues so still, 
and will be remembered as long as he lives and 
speaks. Anotlier, speaking in defence of a gentle- 
man upon whom a censure was moved, happ^y said, 
that he thought that gentleman was more liable to 
be thanked and rewarded, than censured. Toa 
know, I presume, that liabie can never be used in 
a good sense. 

Tott have with you three or four of the best Eng- 
lish authors, Dryden, Atterbury, and Swift ; read 
them with the utmost care, and with a particular 
view to their language ; and they may possibly cor- 
rect that curious if\fdictty of diction, which you 
acquired at Westminster. Mr. Harte excepted, I 
will admit that you have met with very few English 
abroad, who could improve your style ; and with 
many, I dare say, who speak as ill as yourself, and 
it may be worse ; you must, therefore, take the more 
pains, and consult your authors, and Mr. Harte, th« 
more. I need not tell you how attentive the Ro- 
mans and Greeks, particularly the Athenians, were to 
this object. It is also a study among the Italians and 
the French ; witness theii respective academies and 
dictionaries, for improving and fixing their langua- 
ges. To uur shame be it spoken, it is less attended . 
to here than in any polite country ; but that is no 
reason why you should not attend to it; on tha 
contrary, it will distinguish you the more. Cicoro 
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WKlf^, ^try truly, that it is glorious to excel other 
men in that very article, in which men excel brutes ; 
tpeech. 

Constant experience hns shown me, that great pu- 
rity and elegance of style, with a graceful elocution, 
cover a multitude of faults, in either a speaker or a 
writer. For my own part I confess (and I believe 
most people are of my mind) that, if a B|jeaker should 
ungracefully mutter or stammer out to me the sense 
of an angel, deformed by barbarisms and solecisms, 
or larded with vulgarisms, he should never speak to 
me a second time, if I conid help it. Gain the heart, 
or you gain nothing ; the eyes and the ears are the 
only roads to the heart. Merit and knowledge will 
not gain hearts, though Uiey will secure them when 
gained. Pray have that truth ever iu your mind. 
Engage the eyes, by your address, air, and motions ; 
sooth the ears, by the elegancy and harmony of your 
diction ; tfte heart will certainly follow ; and the 
whole man, or woman, will as certainly follow the 
heart. I must repeat it to you, over and over again, 
tbat, with all the knowledge which you may have at 
present, or hereafter acquire, and with all the merit 
that ever man had, if you have hot a graceful ad- 
dress, liberal and engaging manner, a prepossessing 
air, and a good degree of eloquence in speaking and 
writing, you will be nobody : but will have the daily 
mortification of seeing people, with not one tenth 
part of your merit or knowledge, get the start of 
you, and disgrace yon, both in company and in bn- 
•iness. 

Tou have read Quintilian ; the best book in tho 
world for an orator ; pray read Cicero dt Oratore; 
the best book in the world to finish one. Translate 
and re-transtate from and to Latin, Greek, and Eng- 
lish ; make yourself a pure and elegant English style; 
it requires nothing but application. I do not find 
that God has made you a poet, and I am very glad 
that he has not: therefore, for God*s sake, make 
Tomrself an orator, which yon may do. Though I 
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sHH calf y6ft boy, 1 consider "yoo n'o longer ai •utK ; * 
tlai, w)ieh 1 reflect upoif the prodigious quantity or 
manure that has been laid upon you, 1 expect yoa^ 
stiouM 'produce more at eighteen, than uncnlci^^it^ 
BoiJs do at eigh^ahd.twenty. 

Fray tell Mr. Harte, I have received his letter of' 
tie 13th v. S. Mr. Smfth was much in the right, 
nbtto letyoti go, at this time of the year, by sea; in 
the summer y6u may navigate as much as you' 
pfisase; as for example, firom Leghorn to Genoa, &€• 
Adien. 



xiemiti cciv. 

London, Ndoembcr 26, 6. S' 1740- 
DEAR BOY, 

X/tfHihE the Roman republic flourished, while ^ 
' glo*7 ▼a^ pursued, and virtue practised, and 
while even little Irregularitcs and indecencies,* not 
cognfztible by law, were, however, not Uiouglit be- ' 
Idw the public cai^i^ ; censors were'establl^ed, dis. 
cfcflonklly to supply, in particular cases, the inevit- 
afile defects of the law, which must and can only' 
b^ general. This employment 1 assume to myself' 
"w^tb regard to your little republic, leaving tlie legis^ 
Uftlvepowfer entirely to Mr. Harte; I hope, and be-' 
liHe, that he wfll seldom, or rather never, have occa- 
sltm to exert his supreme autliority ; and I do by no 
means suspect you of any faults that may require* 
tfiat interposition. But, to tell you the plain truth, 
I^m of opinion, that my censorial power will not be' 
i:^Tess to you, nor a sinecure to me. The sooner ' 
ydh make it both, the better for us both. I can 
nWr ffxercisc this employment only upon hearsay, 
d^,' at "most, written evidence; and therefore shall * 
ekerciie it with great lenity, and some diflBdence ; 
but when we meet, and that I can form my judge- 
n^fit iipon oealar'aiifi auricular e^dente, I shall 



by Google 



BV tnon wtt vWMWt*MipfopnMyyJ| 



Ib4Mv iVB^wtyriibd(PMy'AonrfWiM'(flticvy tlMfirl«lHH 

m&m, I bwv olfeM thMfH «n» ttM» *l«^'ttM 
thw iw fm«#ii»ilrhkii fMple 4a f aa t wd I — ■ 
lM%-tha»lw«riotov»,«id'ii»ir4*taat«. ■' ni » j l iil 
ikMe #iej love, ^ •• iritwliii ' Ja Jn tg aaw , •bfv^ 
Mi^ioiM, wqr «IIri apaflldltf t« UmIt' fiMMit 
Vbera tbcjr ImM* tlwy tMM thMiAtvity fey HMIbmI 

loved jott to that nrtHafcwl lanMr/ ' tt g i j&ar^al^ 
9mtji I BMds jott tlie«hi«et«fhBy'aiott Mfiovfat- 
i w ri t ii, «Mid not ny phi^tliifig. f < o M ik e < -jovr 
iiMlfOMl,*natyont«lranionra'or/kiMiM; •atiPtbill 
c«MlBa» to do to irHHe yoa ^want itr wfal«k'ii411i]iMi' 
iMybethetate dwing oor joiat Hygg ; tm wi j i 
terlttf ttie dUFereneeof oar sges^ 'kk^>e#iirie<«f 
Mtnw, -yen will hardly Imre' acquired e«p <toM< 
M#«tfc of yoor own, while I shall be itt a coodkkwf 
lendlDgyonanyoriniiie. Peoplete general will nodi 
batter bear beiiif toM of their Ticea or erimcs, 4ha* 
oftbeirHCdeftaihigsaodweakBessea. THey»iiiaa«a 
degree* justtiy or^xcnae (a» they tbtoli) llie fonMi\ 
by'atrottg p ai i i o n» » a^dnctitfii, and artificet of otberv^ 
bot to be told of, or to confess, their Httla faHiaga 
and weakneases/lmpUes an inferiority of parts^ taa 
dionuyiag to that selMove and Tamty^ wMcb aM^bi- 
■ epa r ab l e ftfm cm natvrea. I have beeaintJiiim 
a»oagh with several people, to tell them, thatlhif 
bad said or done a verj erindnal thing; but I'naver 
was Intimate enoogh with any-man to tell- hbnireiy 
iariottsly, that he had said or done a very ft>6lisb oMl 
Votbittg less than theretatfonr between yo«i att<f«iA 
can possiWy a a thoria e that freedom ; but, nrtwnateiy 
for yon, mj parental rights, joined to my eeaaiartlft 
powers, give it me Id Its fbllest extent, and my cda< 
cem Ibr yon wttlmake m«eic«rtit. - Ke}atce» tbct^J 
VOL. II. Q 
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Htn, Ihat tbsteis one pMMa ia ths worid, ^vbo^cw 
•ad viU feell you vbat will tw yerj mefolto ytm^ 
\aum, and yet what bo other ma IMng «OD]rt:«r 
would teU yon. Whutover I sImU celi yoo^of tbis 
Idod, yov ore very rare, em hove no oAerniaitfve 
Dwa yoor intercft: I en neitber be jealoat nor 
ontiow of your repotatt o o or yoor foctoor, wMch 
Im«»t bo both deairoM and prand to eatablteh antt 
pgOBOO^i I cannot be yonr wni, either ia love or in 
taeinest; onthe contvary, I waat the rays of year 
ffMag, to reiect new lastre upon my aet^g Ugfat. 
laordir to thia> I ahaU analyse yoo niantsiy, and 
ccoMrf yoo freely, that yoo may not ^f poartUe) 
hovooneaiagle spot when ia yoor nieridaaa. 
• There to aothinf that a young feUow, at iMrfnt 
«ppea»neeiB the world, has more reason <o dnad, 
nad eDBaeqneaily should take more pains to avoid, 
than hav&ng anyndienlo fixed upon him. .It de. 
gndes bim with the most reasonable pertof raa&. 
kind; but it ruins him witli the rest; and I hate 
be»wn Mmj a man undone by acquiring a ridicn- 
.lotts nick-naaro ; I would not for all the riches in the 
world, that yoo alkonld acquire one when yoo rotara 
to England. Vices and crimes exate hatred and 
Mproaeh ; faUings, weaknesses, and awkwandneaees, 
•Mite ridicule; they are laid hold of by mimics, 
who, though very contemptible wretdies themselves, 
often, by their buffoonery, fix ridicule upon lUetr 
betters. The little defects in manners, eloMstioa, 
address, and air, (and even of figure, though very 
«aj«say) are the objects of ridtcule, and the c«isea 
«C nicknames. Too cannot imagine the frief it 
'w^d.give me, and the prejudice it would do yoo. 
If, by way of distinguishing yon from others of your 
name, you slmald happen to be called Matteaag 
Stanhope, Aht&it Stanhope, UUbred Stanhope, or 
Awkwardk Left-legged Stanhope: therefore, take 
^great care to p|it it out of the power .of ndicalo4t> 
self to give you any of these ridirvious epitheto} iar 
tf you get one. It Will stiekto you^likoitho c 



by Google 



LVTTBSS TO VIS SOlr. 128 

^'^hiiU The^ery fitst d^ tint I see yon, I «h«U ^ 

b»ab)e to teli 70ii» and oerUtinl j shftM toU job, vlMt 

diglPM oC fhttger you «re m"; ind I hope, that xty 

'AdmooikMiis^ M'cenaoiv may ^vott the fmaamtm 

. ^ 1iM.jpid>]k^ AdnRmitkma are »btrmy» umAil ;» ts 

• ^itcoile-or net ^ Horn are the beatgiidge 7 U i> yMfr 

■ «ini pketan' mhir h I arad ycm, dnmrtt at mym^ 

" t|nett» . hf • ladgr at Venice v pray let me knowliaMr 

'4rv iniyenr conscience, yoe tluiik it lake ; for tiitffe 

;are tome porta of it whioh i irifth may, and othcN 

•«Fhich.I should beaorry were.: laettd yon, literal' 

ly, the copy of that paxt of. her letMr, to her fiinid 

, #kn«r which reltttes to yon. 

TelliMr.Jiarte, that I hawe tbttmoaMnt' received 
: Usjletter of the S9d» N. S. ; and thai I approve ex- 
j te e ai tdy of'tbe iong stay you^-bave; nwuie at Ve»iee. 
IJove loag xeaidencea at capitaU; nmaing- p«tt 
^fthvdogb .di€erent places.ia a. most unprofitabk way 
.^tnar«UiB&.aiidadimttof jao«pplioati«B, -Adiw. 

.-* 'SdoB «08 ordres, j'ayAoigaeiiseiiieBt examine 
fe.jcttne Stanhope, et je crois Paveir approfo9ili. 
TBatvtud le portrait qne je creis trte^fidMe. II a le 
msage joU, Tair epnituel, ct ie regard fin. - Sa figure 
eat a paeseot tropqaarree, mids VU grandit, ^ooime 
ilren i cneore et le tamrct F^toffe, elle Mraboniye. 
ila.«ertBineitientl>eaaoQ«p-d'aoqnit, et on m'ampre 
.'iivrile^ait JLfimd lot lancoes, t^avantes.. Feor^le 
lteDfOia,,je-a(ais qu'il le parle parfiMtement hiffp ; 

■-'.• flncompllancfli to yoor ordefs^ I here .examii^d 
. yenqg ^Stanhope/carefoUy, aad tliink I have peiye- 
;4i»fead into Ua cbamcter. Thifia hia portrait, which 
. rtalie tate^a^ailiilol one. HiaJface is plea:dfig. bis 
. iiwiirtiaiiniK minitilni. inilhiilnnli flninr Hisfiggre 
f jsjitepiBiiwt raMtct itoo tqaare ; hut if he ahppu .pp, 
. ^mioAiti^im mamt and yearn fQt,^he viU tfaea\be 
•A&nqgoodaoae. /J|ehns„ iipdoebt«dlytj« great fi^d 
.Mf^Mt^tind teovlcdgo^ l..am>aa«»ie^.tbat,h« ini #a. 
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LETTEBS TO BIS SOK. Itj 

IbI |»)t point, pnift4«*tl ttivitetaat d« les mrw, X( 
TfNn a^vrex biea de qaelle importance elles. aonti 
Monsieur son per« le s^ait nual, les poss^ant lai 
mftme comme il fait. Bref, «i le petit Stanbope •«- 
^niert les graces, il ira loin, je tous en r^ponds : si 
non, il s'akrltera court dans nne belle carri^re, qv'il 
ftonrroit antrement fournir.* 

Tou see, by this extract, of what consequence 
•ther people think these things. Ther^r^' X hope 
jrou will no longer look upon ihem as trifles. It is 
the character of an able man to despise little things 
in great business ;'' but then he knows what things 
are little, and what not. Be does not suppos<i things 
little, because they are commonljr tailed SO; but by 
the consequences that may, or may not, attend them. 
Tf gaining people^d afflictions and interesting their 
hearts in your favour, he of consequeuce, as it un- 
doubtedly is ; he knows very well, that a happ^ 
eoneurrence of all these, conunonty called little 
<hiogs, manners, air, address, graces, &c. i8 0fth« 
utmost consequence ; and will never be at rest tOl 
he has acquired them. The world is taken by tlic 
outside of things, and we must take the world tat it 
is ; you or I cannot set it right. I know at this time 
a man of great quality and station, who has not the 
parts of a potter; but rais<>d himself to the station 
he is inj sbgly by hating a gnlceful figure, polite 
manners, and an Engaging address, which, by thd 
way, he only acquired by habit; for he had not sense 
enough to get them by reflection. Parts and habit 
should conspire to cbtnpT^e you. You will have tb« 

should not* it wowld be great pity* since be so well 
4e««rvet to possess them. You know their import 
•Bae« My tord his father kaews H to<», he being 
natter of tbeneU. To condndf, if little Stanhop* 
VfoqnhKea the graoes, I prpmiseTyoa, he will midte'hlt 
way; if not, iw wtU be stopfineeovrM^ th» goal of 
wbacli te allB»lfr•t^iB ^tb boMttn* 
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tf6 LORD CHESTERnELD^ft 

habit of good compsny, sad yoa hsTe i t flWtHm itf ^ 

yovr power. 

LETTER CCV. 

London^ December Si, 0,S, 1740* 
DSARBOY» 

*npHOSE who suppose that men in general act ra- 
'* tlonally, because they are called rational crea- 
tures, know very little of the world ; and, if they' , 
act tiiemselves upon that supposition, will, nine 
times iu ten, fiod themselves grossly mistakeji. 
That man is animal bipes, implume, ritUnUt X en- 
tirely agree ; but for the raHonale, I can only allow 
it him in actu prima (to talk logic), and seldom in 
actu tecundo. Thus, the speculative, cloistered 
pedant, in his solitary cell, forms systems of things 
as they should be, not as they arc; and writes as de- 
cisively and absurdly upon war, politics, manners^ 
and characters, as that pedant talked, who was so 
kind as to instruct Hannibal in tlie art of war. 
Such closet politicians never fail to assign the deep- 
est motives for the most trifling actions; instead of 
often ascribing the greatest actions to the most tri- 
fling Causes, in which they would be much seldomer ' 
mistaken. They read and write of kings, heroes, 
and statesmen, as never doing any thing but upon 
the deepest principles of soand policy. But those 
who see and observe kings, heroes, and statesmen, 
discover that they have head-achs, indigestions, hu- 
mours, and passions, just like other people; ti9€rf 
•he of which. In their turn, determine their iMIti, 
in defiance of their reason. Had we only r^kd in' 
tlito life of Alexander, that ttfr barat Persepotti, it* 
lirould doubtless have been accounted for flroicn d^^ ' 
|ioUcj: ire should h«ve been told, that hii ttew cou- 
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^■est^coolfl not bare been Mcored, witbont^tii^ de- 
atraction of that capital, which would have been 
the c one tont seat of cabals, conspiracies, and revolts. 
Bat ladiily we are informed at the same time, that 
this hero, this demi-god, this son and heir of Jupiter 
Anunon, happened to get extremely drunk with hit 
w— e ; and by way of frolic, destroyed one of tli* 
finest citieft in Uie worid. Bead men, therefore^ 
f onrself, not in books, bot in nature. Adopt n» 
systems, bnt study them yourself. Observe their 
weaknesses, their passions, their humoqrs, of alt 
which their understandings are, nine times in ten,^ 
the dupes. You will then know, that they aie Uf 
be gained, influenced, or led, much ofteoer by littln 
tHngsthan by great ones; and, consequently, yon 
wi)l no longer think those things little, which tend 
to snch great purposes. 

Jj6t OS epply this noiir to tlte particular object of- 
Miis letter; I mean, speaking in, and influencing, 
public assemblies. Hie nature of our eonstitution 
midges doquence more useful, and more iwcessary, 
in this country, than in any other in Europe. A c^- 
tsln degreeof good sense and knowledge is requisite 
for that, as well as for every thing else ; but beyond 
that, the purity of the diction, the elegancy of style, 
the haipsony of periods, a pleasing elocution, and a^ 
fTUfceful action, are the tilings which a public speak- 
er should attend to the most; because his audience 
certainly does, and understands them the best ; or 
l«ther, indeed, understands little else. The late 
X4prd Chancellor Cowper's strength, as an orator, 
Vkj by no means in his reasonings, for very often he 
hJuarded very weak ones. But such was the purityt 
mtA elegancy of his style, such the propriety and 
^hifUiQS of his elocution, and such the gracefulnese^ 
o|( bis action, that he never spoke witliout universal 
^lyJan/ie : Ui^. ears and tlie eyes gave, him up the 
iMfurts and uie under^tandinga of die audience. 09, 
^,,<^l|tni;y,<thc late Lord Townsbeud always spoke, 
iptierially, with ailgument and knowledge ; tffit n»> 
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«let«DH bwtfinayiei»lyimgiinii»ali<i4 iJ^Wtfi'^waU 
{Willis M4e^flMiiiM^lii9^MM nh ii— ii W i > M i 

ipf (iiMkk«r X ever kaoir iaoiyUieti .Ha ri nw i < hm 
immAihe foraU>l3ir«f»b«l tkMmdiuampmt^y^it, 
^alltr'.deftnnlj. i^«t. bj^i»«wuMc» of i i iM n rti^<» 
A BfMt geoteel ig^n* .« graeeAil n e bl » « ir» astntfao* 
^kmsiMoiee^enelfig^^ai^of itfle^ eadeatranftlKtBf 
ipi|iliesUh.^B8plr«<l to maJteJiim iheiiaostitfiiWlim 
IsnoiMNrf^ MiieppliMKiedepeekeE I eaeraeirw I w«« 
t««»li7*te4> lilw«fchess; but wImb i eiMnetlMMie, tai 
MeUyeoMidffreil what be kuAi wmd, etoipped^f Ml 
Ifaose ornatnenU ia which he bad i tm m td it» I oAnp 
ftmsd the aMtHer fluu^^ tb^agg iw ae iKti tiBaah^ aal I 
•vaa wuHnced of the power of tlMseiad'vmtitiovfe 
e«BciiJiifi»*tiMiiinataiMee». which i gu oi — ■ ■• f4tt— » 
^^Bd- only cidl» tripos oaes^. Cioanv ip In*- bMk 
4f ^folore^ ia Of dnr to raiM thadigDitF •< tlM* pr«^ 
ftMian whteh bewcU knew bjnwallto ba«Miba.kei« 
«f^ •■•tttt,^ that a,eoiBplet»MalooauMt ^.* aoMi* 
ylale every tbiog) lawyer^ phihMDpliaf^ dMM, Ad^ 
Vtea would, be extreoMiy wrell, if itwaw piwihlei 
MHiia»*a life Is not'loag.eaavfb; aad I holdMw 
tr ba tbe eompletest ocator^ wfaa ip e ah i 4h» beM 
«poii tiMik aobjeet wlikk ocona^ vlMta bappy ekniar 
of itoidsv wboM Ivreiy iwHiaitieaij wb aeii e lufUo a 
aadt actioa adorn aad grace ^nattaiv a* tte Hai* 
tadeitbat Aey excite that att ea da a amt j 
pMrimaafbiaaudieace. . 

Too wiU ba of the faoaaa mt < 
ya«r4»aof age^ and yoo. i 
ihare. If yon weald aaka« fifaae* ar a.- iMMaa^' ii' 
adareovatry. Thisyomcaaaaaeada^witbrnitlkit' 
aoVrectaaM and degae^ aayaafi oam • 
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XSTOBRS TO HIS SOW. ' fjg 

Cwe ttad bbsetratioQ will do it; but do 
»o» flatter yourself, thst lUl die knowledge, senye 
•^4 cvMonhig la the world, will ever make you » 
popular Md applaaded speaker, without the oroa- 
.oeau and tbe gr«6« of style, elajuUon, and action. 
?!"** *"? yy?* *"^' **>"«»» coarsely delivered, will 
Mai^ ttoir<««ightliKR pHvBteeonversation, with two 
or thKo people of sense: bol in a public aMemblv 
ttey wUlhave none, if naked and destitute of the 
•dmtatea I haws motioned. Cardinal de Reta op- 
•«««■» ^"fy j^rtiy, tbat every numerous assembly |i 
•»«J>ji»««wi«ed by their passions, Immonrs. ai^l 
aaotHQiM, »iiieli notMngr but eloquence ever did, or 
•over caa-eiigace. .This is so important a considera- 
tion fotAvery body in this country, and more parti- 
aUMy for you, tbut I earnestly recommend it tp 
y«w moat aeriolts can and attention. Mind your 
jUetioo i».wbal»var language you either write or 
•p^aki ODBtratt a liabit of correctness and elegance. 
C«»tider jmratgrle^ even in the freest conversation. 
wdttOKivnitiar letters. After, at least, if not be, 
«Bre,.y«tt bcvtt s^d any thing, reflect if you could 
Mt fa«w:aakl it beiifcer. Where you doubt of the| 
PMpna^ oreloganoy Of a word or a phrase, consult 
•J»e g«MMl dead or living authority in that langnagei 
Uaoyomrsclf to translate, from Various languages 
UHo Smiish: eowect those translations tUl theysi^.. 
ti«ftF y»ar aar,as weH as your understanding. . And 
h0,.«a«ii»ee(l of this tratta, that the best sense aifd 
wa«m in the worM win. be as unwelcome in a pub- 
Hcaasiosb^, wittiottttteBe ornaments, as they will 
IB pnWie eompMiee, without the assistance of man- 
nersaad pimtwess. If you will please people, you 
•war pteaae-theiB to their own way; and/ as you 
ewwo* make them what they should be, you must 
tabe thMi as .tbey are. I repeat it again, they are 
^B^U^Mtakfabf^tgriment; and by what flatten 
t he i Raen a e e ami thrtr bearts. RabfJab fim wrote a 
iiMf»«Kelleii»book,-wiiieh nobody liked; then, da^ 
*— ' -* *- ' I JO- the puUic taste, be.wrote ' 
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4M LORD eaxTBXKnxun 

/OttflflBtQH ttd pMitegnnsI^ wUch srofy bAdy ifbtd^ 
jBtravngant m it itbs. Adimi. 



LETTER CCVI. 

Idmdm, Dee«mber9,0» S. If^ 

DEAR BOY. 

TT b BOW above forty jmn iiae» I hfltvo aaaw 
«> fpokfo nor wtittao our siaflo iMrdI, wWio«»gi«w 
|Pf mjTMif at leaat one mawwifi ttaM to oaaridMv 
irbether it waa a good oB«or a haA ona^ and irfba- 
thir I ooaltf not find oat a bottar te toplaaa. -Am 
vahaniioiiiotn and raggad period^at tiiU ttaM> 
•hocks my aar* ^ and f » lika all tba rart of «M 
^rorid, win villfaigiy exchanga and giva «p mmn 
degree of rongh eense^ for a good degree of pJeaeiMg 
tooad. I wiU firoely and truly o«ra to yoo, without 
either vanity or faha modaaty* that whatever fepA* 
tation I have acqoirad, as a speaker, fa OMiia 'O'artag 
to my eoBstant attention to my dictloDr than toaiy 
matter, whieh vas neeesaarily Justthaaamoas other 
peo|)le't. When you oeme into perlinmeot, ymm 
rapnlation, as a aprakor, will depend mneh mom vp* 
on your vrords, and yoor peri0d8« tiiatf npon tiieanlK 
ject. The aame matter ooenrs eyiaily to ov aij be iy 
of common sense» npoa the 'eamo'<|aflBtion: -tho 
dmaing it vraU, is what eariteatba atteMhm and 
admiration of the andieia*.' ' ' - 
• It Is in parliament that I havo set myheeft npoa 
your makiof a figvret it -iS' thaw that I -want «o 
have yoo Justly proud of yDur9elfy'and.t»nahe> mo 
justly prOod of you. • TUa meens that jvmwtat^Lbm 
a good speaker there ; I use tho vponft mmtt, bt eanaa 
I kfiow you -may if yov Will. - The uarigaiy who aro 
always mistaken, look upon a' s peahe r> atad'aaoinet 
with the tame astaaishmcnt aaduAaitailanv taUng 
them hoUi for pretematunl phsenoracaa. • IMs s 
dtseouragea nMny yovg OMn- ff 
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ri «&d igMufpaalcni ai»iiUUnf to tmn 
tbtiv Jtftlest •oiiliciei:ed «s tomt thing very mttaqrdU 
aMjli^filiiotApeeutiArgiftofOodtDfaiselefct. Bttt» 
U* yoa Mid I AudjrM Mkl Mmplifjr this gOMi tp«rtc 
•r; t«C w. strip Wm •£ (hoM «lv#atitloM pltfttM^ 
wiik wblob .hi» ovn pridr, <toA th« igBAraBC# of 
flMnrfJisn decked him } AMI we alMH find Ue l!krtt^ 
^eftaituMi <tf hiai to be no mom than tWy s-^ man 
•t good coouboa eeMe*. who reeeoM JsMly, ted 
i B ptii im jhiaapetfi eiegi^tttly, ^w tfaf wbjict i^ies 
nUdb bt ip ee h a.. Tfaw is, swelyr ap witoherift 
i«'itl«f. Ammct of sease, withoat » anpflrfor and 
titnniihing degaeB o€ parts, will act talk aoaicnid 
Vfma«fe^««kjeek;> Mv wiU he, if he has the least 
taele JW.a p p Hr a ti o n, -taik iaelegaatly* What^ thea 
doea.aU this ndgbty'ait andmyltory 6f •j^ttkln^ 
Itt^tariiameiif textaot ♦o » > <Wby» ao veraiiMii this; 
that the roan, w h i ysp ea h s ia the boose of ^ommbits, 
speaks ia that house, and to four hundred piople, 
ttet epiaiea, «poB a gimo sshjcet, whkh' he weald 
Make aoidiffieolt^of epeaking ia tey bous* in Bng: 
laa4, fDvad the An, «r at'table,(tD uny ituiteeb p«o« 
ide wbuHe e y eri tottee jaidtgeaj perhaps, and severer 
•jMitlcs of what hesays, than aaiy foirtecn geattefllieii 
•f the house of commons. 

I have spoken frequently in parliament, and not 
ahrv* without some ajpplause; aftd Uierefore I can 
assure yoo, frommy experience, that there is very 
Iktlo^lA it. ghe^iiigiiiey of the style, aad the 
turn of the periods, make the chief impression npoa 
the hearers. Give them but one or two round and 
te(tteaiBaapeflodtfSn4speech«Wbldi they will reiaiii 
aadMptati tad they wU gd hone'ib well satisfied, 
as^pfffle de #eu te opera, buauniiig all tiie way 
dM'Urtwa fiMMrita cnaes that haVe struck tbeir 
««i,<'aaA'W«re ^eeMy leaaglit. MMt people liave 
MA^bwIitw batei judgement; tickl^ thoie fenn, 
sMd^ «ep«md apiiWH, y^ will eatch th^ judgem^ntk, 
•Mbuitbey^ef*. 
t)«le^ ^ Ass k Mt that be Wis at the top of hir 
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LOK» {CSHBVrmiiTIUsD^ : 



ffof9amn:((ar in his tim% cloyM»fj wai w j p w afci. 
tioo), in order to set binuelf ofiF, defines, in Ws tn**^ 
tise de Oratort, an orator to be sudi • man nsiMwetv. 
VM, or never will be; iindr by tiiis foUaciMis «rgn> 
roent* says, that he must know every art and scieneai^., 
whatsoever, or how shall he. speak upon tbivmf ' 
Bnt.widi submission to so great an authority, tay^ 
definition of an orttor is n^remely «Uiferent firoii^ 
and I believe modt truM- than his. I call that mas 
an curator, who reasons justly, and expresses himself 
elegantly, upon whatever«iU>>Mt he treats* BroUemc 
in geometry,, equa^ns in. algebra, processes in elu^ 
misti;yj' and experiments in anatomy, are never»-tbat 
I have heard of, the objects of eloquence ; and there- 
fore J humbly conceive that a man may be a veiy^ . 
fine speaker, and yet know nothing of geometry*, 
algebra, chooiistry, or anatomy. The snbjecto of aU 
parliamentary debates, are sui^ects of c<uamon seaa* 
singly. 

Thus I If rite whatever occurs to me, that I think, 
may, contribute either to fonn or inform you. liajF> 
my labour not be in vain ! and it will net, if yon- 
will but have lialf the concern for yourself, thatX 
bav«CpFyo9, Adieo. 



LETTER CCVn. 



London, DeumberM, 0»&- ]f49. 
I^ARBOYr . /; ' 

T ORD Clarendon, in his history, Baya.of Mr. Johftr. 
'-^ flampden, '(hat he had a head to cet^crim** . 
tongue to persuade, and a hand to ,exflc«te. any a^^ ^ 
chief.' I shall not now ei^ter int» the jrrlntff nf > .. 
t}iis charapter^of Mr. Hampden, to whaMvi>cav«i»> . ^ 
stand against the illegal demand of slnp^n^am*!^ Ar 
owe our present liberties ; but I mention it tp g9>mm^ o i> j 
the cl^aracter, which, with the alteratioi^ of n^f «jp^^^ 
C^e word, food, instead of mitchitf, I would have 
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yoBlrip llt to, Htfil uM ytmr titiiMit mdea^ura to 
<MH'»i. The head to contrive, Ood must to a c«r- 
tMirf fd a gre e hmtt {hren you; bat it is In your oWi 
pu wtt' HoAt iy to improve it^ by study, observmtioo, 
■ ml ' Wl lfe ^. tibn. As for the Umgut to penuade, it 
«lkdMy depends upon yourself; and withont it tb« 
beat bead tirtll contrive to vcty tittle pnrpose. The 
baod'to execute depends likewise, in my optnion, in 
m great measnre opon yoorself. Serious reflection 
will ahrays give courage in a good cause ; and the 
eoufl^e arising fibm reflection is of a much superior 
natara to the animal and constitutional courage of 
a fb0b«olttter. The ftmner is steady and unshaken, 
whei^ the norisif is digmu vindiet; the hitur is oft* 
eoer' Ittproperlj dian property exerted, but always 

The second member of my text (to speak tcdesl- 
wtiaAly) ehall be the subject of my fbHowiog dis- 
eovrse; tAefong«(e<oj>erniaiIe--asjudiciotts preach- 
«rs rocommend those %'irttte8 which they think thrtr 
savem^ audiences want the most ; sudx as trutii and 
contftMKioe, at court ; disidterestedness, in the city ; 
and sobriety, in the country. 

Ten must certainly, in the course of your little 
experience, have Mt the different effects of elegant 
and inelegant speaking. Do you not suffer, when 
people accost you in a scaminering and hesitating 
manner; in an untonefnl voice, with fislse accento 
and isUeaees; puasHsg and blundering through 
Idedsms, barbarians,, and vulgarisms, mi s pl a r i pg • 
even their bad words, and inverting all method i 
Boe^tiiot tMs prejudice you against their matter, be 
Itwtabtitwill; nay even against their persons? I 
■msoMkdioeSme. On the otiter hand, do you not 
fltel ^oufMlf indhsed, prepossessed, nay evta en- 
gsged, in Esvour of 6iose wiro address you in tiie di- 
seet Wblrt^y manner? The effects of a torrect and 
■dotiM'ftlyie, of method and perspicuity, ure incre- 
dihlir«M^irds* pmoasioB: they often supply thft 
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154 LORD CH£8rESmU»'B 

want Qf^reauvm. «ad winmeBt ; Imt, whM naM hi 
thesuiiportof reason, Mid wtgWDaiW th«yare irmkb 
ible. Ibe. French attend verymudi-to the parity 
^od elefancjrof theif style* ereo in coniBMm ooavctv 
aation ; inMmnchthatit is a eharacter,'\o saj df » 
mm^gi^ilnarrebiau ThdccooversaUoosfreqoett^ 
Jf turn upon the dettcanes of their laninage, and 
an academy ia empleyed.in fixing it* The: Crtuemi 
in Italy* has the saxveolyect ; and I have net widi 
very Saw Itniians, vbo did/not speak their own lib* 
gnage. coirectly and elegantly. How mnch mm^ 
neeeasaiy is itibr anEnglishnen to dn ao, irhoi»«a 
speak it in ajmhlic aasetnUyrlrhere the lawa aind'lU 
hertieaof Ma coQntcy are th» subjecU of hit delihei^ 
atioal Xhetongneth^woold.pefBiiedetherejni«al 
not content itself with mere articulation. Todkaeef 
what .pa&i» Demosthenes took to correct his aiito- 
relly bad elocution ;.yDa know thai he diclaini«d by 
thesea^de iu storms,. to |»«pare liimself foetiie 
noise of thektomnltneuaeasembUefl heirastoj|Mnh 
tof «nd you can now judge of the eorMctaest and 
elegancy of hia tt^l^. He thought all these Jliagt 
of consequence, and he thought right; pray do >eii 
think so too. It i» of tfa» otteost conae^eaeVto 
you to be of that opinkm. If yon have the Je^ 
defsctin yoor.docution^ take the -utmost ens* sai 
peine ta correct it. Donotnegteetyonrstyle^iHMl* 
etver^langoage yon speak &^ oriwhomerenyou apeak 
t^ «MR it yoor fbdtmatt. SediMways for tl» beat 
words, and the h^fiesteacpaserioBSyoneaafiddi 
Do not content- yonsielf with. being>tersly undsp 
stood f but adorn year tiionghts^ aii4 dress thsn ai 
yon would yonr psruen y which,; howSMr weii proi 
portioned itmigfct be, it woail beteryiihpaopet tmi 
i n d o c eni to leriabit na|«|, br chraw wnsss d>r»iJ 
timn people of yoar sort are. . >S 

I have sent youfr ion packet which yo«r Leipaig 
acqnaintance, DnvaU lends to his esgdipebdeikt 
Bnmp, Urd«oliqgbnk«i!sbeait»w|iisb ke^Bhlisll» 
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ed «^oait a jear afo*. I desire that jroa wilt feed it 
over end over egein, with particular attrattca 
^0 the etyle, and to all those beauties of OTatoiy 
with which it is adorned. Till f read that Iwoir, 
J confess I did not know all the extent and powm 
«f Um English language. liird Boliagbroke has both 
a- tongue and a pen to persi|ade; his manner of 
speaking in private conversation is fnll fa elegant as 
lis writings ; whatever subject he either speaks or 
writes upon, he adorns it witb the most splendid 
eloqoeo c e ; not a studied or laboured eloquence, 
but such a (lowing happiness of diction, whidi ^m 
flare, perhaps, at first) is become so habitual to him, 
that even. his most familiar oonvenations, tf taken 
down in writing, would bear tlie press, without dia 
iaast correction either as to method or style. If fab 
eoadtttit in the former part of his life had been eqtlal 
to all his natural and acquired talents, he would 
flM»st justly have merited the epithet of ^all-aocon* 
pUshed.' He is himself sensible of liis^past errors; 
those violent passions which seduced him In his 
youth, have now subsided by age ; and take him as 
he is now, the character of all-accomplished is mora 
his due than any man's I ever knew in my life. 

But he has been a most mortifying instance of l!ie 
violence of human passions, and of the weakness of 
the most exalted hnman reasons His virtues and 
Ms vices, his reason and his passions, did not blend 
themselves by a gradation of tints, but formed a 
shining and sudden contrast. Here the darkest, 
^re the most splendid colours : and both rendefed 

, more shining from their proximity. Impetfuoslty, 
excess, and almost extravagancy, characterised not 
only his passions, but even his senses. His youth 
was distiuguislied by all the tumult and storm of 
pleasures, in which he most Ucentionsly triumphed, 

^ disdaining all decorum. His flue imagination was 

^ Letters on the Spirit of Patriotism, end on the 
Idea of a Patriot King. 
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often baited and exbaastod with his body, ia cafe> 
brettng and deifying the prostitute of tiien^it; aod 
Ms eomrivial joya were piuhed to all the extrav»- 
finey of frantic bacchanala. Those passions wet^ 
interrupted bat by a stronger, ambition. The foriD* 
er impaired both his coastittttion and his character; 
bnt the latter destroyed both hb fortune and hia 



He has noble and generous sentiments, rather tha^ 
fixed, reflected priodplea, of good-nature and friend- 
ship ; but they are more violent than lasting, and 
suddenly and often varied to their opposite ex« 
tremes, witii regard even to the same personst He 
receives the common attentions of dvility as obliga- 
tions, which be returns with interest ; and resents 
with passion the little inadvertencies of human na- 
ture, which he repays with interest too. £vea a 
differenee of opinion upon a philosophical subject 
would provoke, and prove him no practical philoso- 
pher at least. 

Notwithstanding the dSs^pation of his youth, and, 
tlie tumultuous agitation of his middle age, he has 
an infinite fund of various and almost universal 
knowledge, which, from, the clearest and quickest 
eoaception, and hapfrfest memory, that ever man was 
blessed witii, he always carries about him. It is bis 
pocket^noney, and he never has occasion to draw 
upon a book for any sum. He excels more particu- 
lariy in histiMry, as his historical works plainly prove. 
The relative political and commercial interests of 
«v«ry country in Europe, particularly of bis own, are 
better known to htm, than pertiaps to any man in it; 
but bow steadily he has pursued the latter, in hia 
pNiblic conduct, his enemies, of all parties and dc- 
aoatiaations, tell with joy. 

He engaged young, and distinguished hiauelf, {n 
business : and his penetration was almost intuition. 
I am old enough to have heard him speak in parlia- 
Bient: and I remember, that though prejudiced 
agaiast him by party, I felt all the force and change. 



by Google 



ummiijs TO HI5 son. tsoi 

f<l||^«lMa^c«. Iik« Belial, la MilMi, lie <i)p«(i« 
tb«ic9r«9api)Mrtbeb«ttorc«ii»e.' AU DMiAUraM 

wi^QVM^j bi>^ Bfunv voioe, «U><»aiaB«, liMWr 
k4ae; .aod «bove «11. the pureit «aA OMMt |k«i4 
diokioo, .witb M>e jpsiost metepUon, aA4 bm|t|)iMl 
Inag^; bad nosed torn to the pott of aeiyfteif^et 
liM et j^Bnic-#iuM«eiit9.yean oi^i ei^ «•• nt ^«hkb 
otben.aic Iw^dU .thought. fit foi;.tbfi wauiUmtfu^ 
plojrments. 

Dariof his long exile in France» he applied liim* 
•elf to study with his characterislical ardoor; and 
there he fonned, and chiefly execoted, tlie plan of a 
great philosof^ical work. The common bounds of 
Jniuikan knowledge are .too nanair.for his warm and 
aspiring imagination. He must go ejrtra fianunan', 
tia mcenia mundi, and explore the unknown and 
ankaoiwahle legioiis.of metjtphysics, -whkii epea an 
viteanded field fior the eacuieioos of en afdeni 
imiginntioB» where endksa cei^ectnnt sopplgF tb« 
delKt of unattainable knowledge^ and too eften 
mipboth its name ofid imfloeoce. 

Hehae had a. vmj baodaome peraoo, witis* tnost 
iJUginy addtesa in has airand nurnnftrsr ha baa all 
tbe d%niiy and good*breeding whkba manof quali- 
^ ahoold or can faave, and which so ftm, in ibia 
•e«ntiy at least, really tattve. 
. ^ttproliMaeabimaelf aDeist; believiaginageae* 
sal ^roeideooe, butt doubling o^ 4hoogb by no 
■■jam nt^ectJng (aa ia eounonly auppeaed^ ttaeiaaf 
MtaUty of the aovl, and a future state. 

Upoutbewihole af this axtraordina^ man. vbat 
eMiLve say, b«t— Ala^ poor humau uatyisa 1 

1» your destinatiea you wiU have fipequiut ooca- 
iiaB* to ^peak.te pidilk; to ptincea and statan^ 
afceaa d ; toOe house of co maww s , at home; j<ida» 
Iheft whether eloquenee is nerepsary far you «r neat 
not only oomafton elequepce, which is -rather fvo* 
ftepn laulta, thaa adoxaed by beauties; but tbebigbr 
MlytbMMDatshi^iA&defvetofebi^Miiee. VerOodT^ 
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ukm^ hav« tfab ^lyeci lAtrAys in jovrTlei^ Mid:i» 
yoor tbottfhtft. Tone yoar toofue «as^ to p«ruM> 
sraa, and tot no juring <listoaut «oe«aU aver AU^ 
froBi it. Contract a habit of ffp«iakiBg weU) apoa^ 
etvy occaaioB* and negloct jo«rartl in^ no im*« 
Boquenco and good^nreeding aloo^ vitti aoc «■• 
coajbig small dagrae of porta and kaowlodi^, iriU, 
Qtwryanaaagreatway; with yoor parts «adlF«»v* 
lodga thctt, how Cu-viUthej not cany joaf Adiaal 



LETTER CCVIII. 

h$nimh December id, O* S. 1?40^ 
DEAR BOY, 
IS lattar will, I bopa, find yon safaly asivod. 



»T«] 



and well srttlod, at Rome, after the usual dia- 
tr6ssf« and accidenu of a winter joomey* widch, 
are very proper to teach you patience. Yoor atay 
there I look upon as a very important period of your 
life; and I do believe that you will fill it op well. I- 
hope yoa will employ the mornings diligently with. 
Mr. Hart^ ia acquiring weight; and the ewaninga ta 
the best companies at. Rome, in acquiring lustre. 4J 
formal, dull fether, would recoomiend to you to plod^ 
out the evenings too, at home, over a bookt by a.dim^ 
taper; but I recommend to, you the. evenings foe 
your pleasures, which are as mncha paitofyooi;. 
edttCAtion, and almost aa necessary a one, as yoni^ 
morning studies. Go to whatever assemhliea oc 
•pc rt oclf t people of fashion go to ; and, when, yoi^ 
are there, do as they do* Endeavour to outshine 
those who. shine there the most ; get the garbo, t^. , 
merOiienuh, the Uggiadria, of the Italians; s^ake 
loye to the most impertinent beau^ of condition, 
that you meet with, and be gallant vtith all tho resU 
Speak Italian, r{gb( or wrong, to eveqr body; «ndL 
if Km^ hmlfm^at 909fs«lf fiftt ftx: joar faofi^ 
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f Bdbody ClM iviK fatiq^ it» you Ibr it» tFInt 
i» tlMVHIly^ftyeo sp^^ it pftfeetlji^ wbkh I expcet 
^•WVHtl 4iD$ bM!«a8»1 001 tan you miiy» fre$»i« yon 
lei««:R(Mi«^. 'IFIew* the flMMttmrioufl remains of im^ 
t^Miy "i^ltlr^ ttaisieat s^t» wd they •wilt et«ftr ii|» 
to-^Mnt^tefiiy }Mi#Boges Of the claasieal Attthon t p«K> 
ti«M«rQi^^blBl¥«^ end Antoaine ooliimiis; «b«i» 
yofftfiHi^the warlike iMtnimeutt, tiiedtesMs, and 
tiHtAmiifAi^ oniauieiito of the IloauAs. Boy «te» 
the prints end explaaetimis of all these respecteUe 
remains of RoouiB grandeur, and'compure them witi> 
the originals. Most yonng travellers are contented 
with a general view or diose thiAgs, say they ate 
very fine, and then go abont their business. I hope 
yMHKll%iciuniaelliemtn»vevydaff^entway. Jp- 
prqfondiMtez every tiling yon see or hear; and leam» 
if you can, the why and the wheritfore. Inquire 
fatlftSfei teeatring'aad Hie objects of the inniittierableL 
pr«eMiioii8 Which you wttl see at Rome at this tSMti 
AMfht-^at alt Oe ceranonieB, wd know the reason, 
•i< aiC l^ait the prMenc^s, of them ; and however ab- 
•ttttf they maty be, see and speak of tlien witii great 
decency. Of all things, I beg of you not to herd 
wCeh yoafdwn countrymen, but to be always either 
wfBrth« Rottfans, or with the foreign mioisters re- 
Mhr at Rome. Y<m are sent abroad to see th# 
ndbttiers and eharaeters, and learn the languages, of 
dURMbteoumri^ ; and not to eonverse With EngHsfa, 
in>'Sli|K8h ; which wonld deftat idl &0S0 endtf. 
AMMftg your gnkver company, I recettttend (as f 
kavtf done befbie) the J^oits to you ; whose l«am. 
In^ aiid*Mdress will both please and improve your 
Infofnr foursdf;; as much as you can, of the histo- 
ry, pdi<f , and piiictlee of that society; from th« 
time of its founder, Ignatius of Loyola, who was 
hHiiS^ a ioad-man. If yon would know theirinora- « 
IHy, *^^iHn find It ftilly and rfdmhraWy stated, tn 
• tesl&ttret d'ton^rotincial,' by the fiimous Mon* 
8l*dtFiiWi«^ 'rind U is a book very Well worth you* 
r«kding^ i^ pM^ see ^lutt tkoy tee, or htikr 
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iHnit ihfjMmt; thtt to, thej see aad hMr •• infth 
|«ativeljr wmI toperficialljf that they ma&vvj ItlUt 
the better for wb«t thfj do see end hear. Tbifc I 
4ere my^ Mither S^ nor will be, jour cue. Yjom 
win ttii4«iMM<l, refteci upon, epd e^ai^qntmUj^rer 
tein, vhat you Mie en4 heap. Yoa have still twft 
yeers.good* bat ik» more, to form yoorcbifactAr A4 
Ibe.morldjdeotiively; for withia. two v^nihv. alter 
yotw vrival iir £«glfmd» H ^oU be lUmUy vt4 
ti*«voGabl9 determiaeki one way or aneth^* ia Hm 
«pUii(M of the p«bUc Qevote* therefor^, these tn^ 
yewft te thf ponmit of perfection, t^l^on^ to b« 
«v«ry b<v}y*e o^eet,- though in lome-particalan «»• 
•ttiinable; thoee iwbp atrive and labow thei^oe^ 
wiU c«m* tibe VMrest to it< But «bD5^ all thisfik 
«im, at it in the two important artaof-epealriilt ah4 
fleayine; without them, all your otbrr t«l0i)la vn 
VuOmed- and erippled. Th^ are the wiafs'wjpmi 
mshioh: yoa. m«at9e»r abo?e eth^ people; ^ iU m af 
tbem yio« wiULooly^trawl viti» (b« <1«U mM^jof iim% 
hhid.- Preposidpt by ymr tiXt a4dreai» and maar 
«ei«>l pemoadeby yoor toafaaj and you wilt eas^y 
«aecata 'what year head hat ct atriTed. I deeivf 
that yoa wiU «end me vwj minato aoeoanta from 
Itom»} aotof irharyoa,M«k bat of whom yoa eaat 
•fyoarplMMi«i.aad«nl«rt#Dmehte, TeUmewhat 
«omp«aief yoa fr>iipiaat most, aadhow yea are re. 
ptim^. < Mi dka aaaho M la liagua ItttUum va 
^m^ e^ta lit |»irl».AielMnaata» ma in ogai eaa« Mr 
«Dfaatpaiiwla anqpra per potav alia IUm^ padarta 
bfa»a puttta. Xa 4tmn» I'imafnano meftUQ Mial 
dei mABttii* lAddl^ taro ngmm* •! Tieordi dal 
garbo, 4elU geatilMaa, e della iJoggiailiiAh coat 
taa t i aa ca tf aiit ad^^raviliefa.* 
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UBTTER CCIX. 

"DBARBOT, 

npHE kiMMvUdce «f maakiad U • vtHf vatifA hamm. 
* tedgv €pr avery Imdy; aaiost aeetuaxj Me!#»t 
f An, who we desliiMd to aa active, pvUio life* Yoa 
liiU have to doinith aU •oit»'OC dritfacfeen; yo* 
Aaald, thanifor«,'kjio««h«n tbosougUy, is avder 
III manago tii«na«b|jr. This kiuwledge ia not to b« 
§umn ayatewaats K n U y ; yottanstacqwreitywMaeli^ 
bf-jfoor own oteanrationasdaagfMdQr: I will g&vt 
jpra toob Idnta as I thiokmay he osefdl laad-navha 
in joar tatendcd progrcM. 

. I hava often told yon (and it is mosfrtroe) that^ 
ndih regard to mankindr wc niasfe not draw genfini 
coaehiaions from certain patticularpanciides^thhlighk 
in Hip main, tnieones. We mostnotsappoie thac^ 
bneansoa nan is a lation^ animal, .ho wtU, than* 
Ii9re, aiways act frntiooaUy ; or,, becaose he has «nci» 
ersncho jprtdendaant "passien, that he will act in- 
miaUj and inmsaqnenttaUy in the pannit of itd 
lioi we are eonplicated niacfaines ;* ancl though Wi 
havo ana anin spring that gives motion to;the wholes 
vt have an inftaity of 4ittie wheels which, w their 
laro^ aetard, predpitatei, and eometiiDes stop that 
«M«»a» JLefeaseaiemplify. I wiUsappesnamhitlttif 
^he <as it eornnwrnly is) the predominant passhm 
fl(f)a4ntbister of state ; and I will snppoae that mini* 
Mv to he an able one* Will he, therefore» invaria* 
My poiaae the object of that predomioant passion t 
May 1 he sure thathe will do so Andso,^ beeaaie iw 
oaghtf Nothing less. Sickness^ or tow Spirits, may 
damp this predondoaat passion ; hnmoor and peo> 
vishneSB may trinmph over it{ inferior passions may, 
at times; snrpriaa it, and prevail. Is tliis anibitiooa 
naiawiaa anjofoaa? Indiscreet and angnantod con* 
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M«BO« made in tender moneatt* tbtAs-^^Peftrid* 
mbtrets, ni»y defiMt elt hktcheoies. It he «twt.' 
cknu? Some gfefct Inortfeive object Middeaty ^pi^* 
seating itself, may unimvel all the work ef faie amM. 
lion. Is be p sssw n a t e ? 0«tta4ietk» and. prto* 
^Mtkk (sometimes^ it may be, too, artfoUy intended) 
aMjr extort nah and inconsiderats expressiotte, otn^ 
tioos destractftve of fais maiii object Is ke-^mi^ 
and open to flattery? An aftfbl, flatteriog fiMov^l^, 
■uiymtsiead hhn. And e»en laainesi hi sy, at eertiia 
moment^ make faim negleot or omit tbc aecessaiy 
steps to that height at wbiefa he wants toanis*. 
AMk ficet, tten, fortbc ptednminant passion oMim 
'Charaetsr wldch yon mean to engage and infliioMe, 
but without defying or despising thtr inlinior'pea. 
aions: ^get then^ in your interest «oo,^4brnow«^«id 
then they will have their turns, 'la Tmj rates jug 
ma/uothaireit m yoor^power to caa tri ba^ u ^to the 
gratificatiou of the frevadmg pawiou j then(ukwtlik 
next best to your aid. There «remaiqr«yett«e»«a 
•veiy man, and when you «aoaot gist at hiaa tfaietogb 
thegreatooe^ try the serpentine onw,-aud j9m ^i^ 
araireatlast. ., , 

There are two inconsistent passieus, iwhich hoirw 
ever firtquastly accompany each other, libemanmid 
^e, and which,. ItfM man and wifetooi- an'^^eoi^ 

aonly dags upon each other ; I mean mnbiMair «iad 
avarice: the latter is efttn- the tree rswsu.irf ^le 
€»imcr;'and thea is the predominant paistoin - It 
teems so baiM beenso in Cardinal Maaaviaj wte CM 
eny thing, submitted to any things and fortu«««a^ 
thing* ibr the sakeof plunder. HeiovedmnAooui*. 
ed power like an osurflr; because it canaad^nt^it 
along with it. whoever should have formed^ hie 
•pinion, or token his measures, singly Itom the«t»b 
bitious part of GanUnai MaaarinVohaMetar/ -w««i4 
hanre found hknself oten ntistekem^ Brnnaiuhe jtm^ 
(oaad this out, made their Swtuaefrl^lettlttfhftt 
cheat them at play* On the ceetrasyj^ Gardtoat 
Bicbeli«a'apievaiUii« passion secns to have beu* 
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■ m b itiiM ; tad fais immense fkhes, onl j tb« aatantl 
•oitMqMaces of tht aabitien gnuified ; aad yet I 
mukaao dovbtbvtthatAiiibttioB-had now aad tliM 
-to ttHifwitb the former, and awice with the la^ 
lev. K inhetien (by tfae way) je to etrong » preef of 
Ihe 'inoaq^taDcy of human iiatore» that I caoaat 
heip ahetirvim to yea^ that, while he abeolntely 
famaed both his king and hiii«oaBtry, andwat, in 
%fMatdegvee, tbearbiter«f tbefotaof alllawpi^ 
teweemoTC jeakMUoftbegieiat repatatieBofGer> 
aaiUa* than of the p»«rer of Spain; and more flattetw 
ad mth being tiaaoght <wbat he vat aot), the beet 
•feet, than with bei^ than^t (what he cartain^r 
.^aMi>>Cha ftaeeMMtHatmman in Europe; andaAiirs 
HocNLatiU, while be was fconcertiag the critieian 
VfpnthoCtd. Coald one think thie possible, if ode 
dMJMtkaowittobetrae? Ttioagh men are all df 
onft.«ooiposi^oo, thaaaveral ingredients are sodi^ 
fmfaoAj proportioned in each individaal, that no ta^B 
jpra axaetly alike; and no one, at all times, like him- 
uAiw The ablest man wUI, sometimes, do weak 
0iofi» the prendest man, mean things; the honest* 
est man, ill things; and the wickedest man, good 
«nes. . Stody individuals then, ^ud if yoo take (as 
yen Qoght to do) their outlines from their {prevailing 
yassion, sospend your last finishing strokes till you 
Mve etteoded to, and diseoveicd, the operations of 
Ihdr inforior p aa ii o wi^ appetites* and humours. A 
ffkan'a.gfaarai charaeter may be that of Ae haoeat* 
^tgOMm in the world: do not dispute it; you might 
be^ihoeghi envious or ill.«tftoi)ed : but at the same 
lioM* do net take this probity upon trust, to sn^ a 
^egtfe aa to put your life, fortune, or reputadoii in 
^poerer. This honest man may happen to be yoiw 
«iwt in power, orioterest, or in love; tliiee paiiioHa 
Ihaft ofteai put honesty to most severe trials, ia whick 
ftUsleo often east. But first analyse this Jkonestmaa 
jfiMnelf; end then, only, 70U will be able to Judge 
bMi.Csr you.may, or may not, with safety trusi 
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Women mrewadi mortt ttke'fliicli ofhiar tfaaa^BMBf; 
fbey h«vc, ia trtt(b, bat two pamfnusj rmaty mi 
ifvre : tliese are their U Ki t w a tHil ctaMctsriitiet. Aa 
Agrippina mirf saaifice-them to'<mttHtlMi» ar-«M«»> 
•allnatD lost; batsocfa lattuMis am Mm ; aad,te 
g«Mral,aU they say, attd all tliey do, iMidB -to «li« 
Xratfiieation of their vanity <or their love. «- He irhto 
ittten them mott, pleaaes them best ; and they «* 
most in love with htm, who they think is the ttoet in 
tore Vith tliem. No aduladon i« too ttNmg fiir 
them ; oe asaidnity too great ; no simnkttioB'of fws* 
Hon too gross: as, on the other hand, the least 
word or actioil that can pOMiMy be conitraed intern 
iH^t or eontttnpt, is unpardonable, and never fbrw 
gotten. Meh are, in this respect, tender too, ataid 
Will so<mer foigive an injury Uian ali insnit. Some 
men are more captions than otliers; some are always 
#mng-h««ded : bnt every man living has snch m 
thare of vanity, as to be hart by marks of Might aM 
contempt. Everyman does not pretend to be m 
poet; a maaiematidan, or a ttiitesnilm, Md const- 
dered as soeh ; bat every man pretends to troanQon 
S«bse, and to fill his plaee ita the worid with cbmmoa 
decency; tod conseqnenfdy does not etoily foii^ve 
those negligences, Inattentions, and slights, wbieh 
seism to call in question, or utterly deny him, botb 
these pretensions. 

Suspect, In general, thos«who remaricably affett 
any one vtrtue ; who rdse it above all others; and 
Who, in a manner, intimate that they possess It ex« 
dusively. I say, suspect them, for they are com- 
monly impostors : but do not be sure that they arw 
always so; for I have sometimes known saints really 
ftllgiotts, bluMerers really brave, reformers of |Oaa- 
ners really honest, and prudes really chaste. Fry 
into tlie recesses of their hearts yourself, as far as 
you are able, aud never implicitly adopt a character 
upon common feme; which, though generally right 
as to the great outlines of diaracters, is always 
wrong in some particulars. 
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Be upon yottr gvmrd against those, -who, upon very 
alight acquaintance, obtrude their unasked and un- 
' merited Mendbhip and confidence upon yon ; for 
the^ probably cram you -with them only for their 
own eating : but at the same time, do not roughly 
reject them upon that general supposition. Examine 
farther, and see whetlier those unexpected offers flow 
from a. warm heart and a silly head, or from a designing 
head and a cold Iieart ; for knavery and Folly have 
often the same symptoms. In the first case, there is 
BO danger in accepting diem; ' valeant quantum va* 
lere possunt,' In the latter case, it may be useful to 
seem to accept Uiem, and artfully to turn the battery 
«pon him who raised it. 

There is an incontinencyof friendship among young 
fellows, who are .associated hy their mutual plea< 
'cures only, which has, very frequently, bad conse« 
quences. A purcel of wfum hearts, and unexperi- 
enced heads, heated by convivial mirth, and possibly 
a little too much wine, vow, and really mean at ther 
time, eternal friendships to each other, and indis- 
creetly pour out their whole souls in common, and 
without the least reserve. These confidences are as 
indiscreetly repealed, as they were made ; for neV 
pleasures^ and new places, soon dissolve this ill-ee- 
roented conneikion ; and then very ill uses are made 
of these rash ocmfidences. Bear your part, however, 
in young companies; nay, excel, if yon can, in ail the 
social and convivial joy and festivity that become 
youth. Trust them with your love^ales, if yoa 
please ; but keep your serious views secret. Trust 
those only to some tried friend, more experienced 
Oian yourself, and who, being in a different walk of 
life from you, is not likely to become your rival ; for 
I would not advise yon to depend so much upon the 
kfoic virtue of mankind, as to hope, or believe, that 
your competitor will everbe your friend, as to theob. 
jeet of that competition. . 

These are reserves and cautions very necessary to 

VOL. ir. II 
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BEAR BOY, 

GREAT talents, and great virtues (if -3K» sh»ol<t 
have them) vili piocute 70a the respect anti 
the admiratioa of raankiad ; but it is the lesser ta.- 
knts, the Itmorea virtut€h which most pfocore yo9 
^ir love and affection. I3ie former, unassisted and 
unadorned by the latter, will extort praise ; but will, ' 
at the saqoe time, excite both fear and envy; two 
seutiraents absolutely iueompetible ^ilh lov« attA 
affection. 

C«sar had al> the great vices, and Cato ai tb« 
Sraat virtues, that men could have. But C«sar ha4 
the Unipre* virtute$, whieh Cato wanted, and wbicl> 
made him beloved, even by his eneimes, and gained 
him the hearts of mankind, in spile of their reason; 
vhUe Cato was not even beloved by his frioids, not- 
withstanding i)ne esteem and respect which, they 
could not refuse to his virtues; and I am apt ta 
Ibink, that, if C^sar had wanted, and Cato poeeesa- 
ed, those Uniort$ viHutes, the former would no« 
h9ve attempted (at least wiljh success), ai»d the lat- 
ter could have protected, the liberties of Rome. Mr, 
Addison, in his Cato) says of Cesser (and I beUev* 
'with truth) 

• Cmse en his virtues ! they Ve undone his cowitt^.* 

By which he means, those lesser, but engaging vir- 
tues, of gentleness, affability, complaisanee, and 
^eodphumour. The knowledge of » scholar, the cei^ 
rage of a hero, and the virtue of a Stoic, will be ad* 
vnred ; but, if the knowledge be accorapiuiied with 
arrogance, Uic courage with ferocity, and the virtue 
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#ith litfMlM« MMrit^r, th« MIA Witt M*«r b« loviMl« 
The heroism of Charles XII. of Sweden (if his brntt^ 
Parage deserved that aame) v« uoiversaUy ad- 
mired, b«t the mati no where betoved. Whereal^ 
Henry IV. of Fnoice, #ho iMd fall as i&aeh eodnige, 
ikid was nmdi looger togaged m wers, was geoerally 
beloved, upon abeotmt of his leaser and sodalTirtnes* 
Ve are All so fonned, that our attderstaodiags ard 
generally th^ dupes of o«r hearts, that ia, of our pas- 
Ao&s ; and the sureA w^y to the fbmer is thi^ogh 
the IMter, which maat be engaged by the letriorei 
virhUa alone, and the manner of exerting them. 
Hie insolent mility of a proud man is (for example), 
if possible, more shocking than his rudeness could 
be ; because he ahows yen, by Hii manner, that he 
thinks it mere condescension in him ; and that his 
^dness atone b^t^wi upim you what you have no 
pretence to claim. He inUmates bis protection, in- 
stead of his friendship, by a gracious nod, instead of 
i MtH bow; ab'd rather signifies hi& consent thai 
you may, thaft his invitation that you should, siti^ 
walK, eat, of drink witii him. 

Hie Costive liberality of a purse-proud man inftultif 
Ae digresses it sometimes reHeves : he takes care to 
rtake yon feel your own nusfortunes, and the diJBer- 
cnce between your situation and his; both which he 
inshiuates to be justly merited: yours, by your fol- 
fy; his, by his wisdom. The arrogant pedant doe^ 
not communicate, but promulgates his knowledge. 
Re does not give it, but he inflicts it upon yon ; and 
b, if possible, more desirous to show you your own 
ignorance, than his own learning. Such manners as 
these, not only in the particular instances which I 
Rave mentioned, bat likewise in all others, shock and 
revolt ^at little pride and Tanity which every man 
has in his heart ; and obliterate in us the obligation 
fbr the'favour conferred, by reminding us of the mo- 
live which produced, and the manner which accom* 
Ipanied it. 

These faults point out th^ir opposite perfections ; 

Digitized by Google 



143 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S 

and your own fOod iense will natnnllysiiggest thma 
to you. 

But, betides these lesser virtues, there are what 
may be called the lesser talevts, or accoonplishinents, 
which are of great use to adorn and recommend all 
the greater ; and the more so, as all people are. 
judges of the one, and but few are of the other. Eve- 
ry body feeU the impression,, which an engaging ad- 
dress, an agreeable manner of speaking, and an easy 
politeness, makes upon them ; and they prepare th» 
way for the favourable reception of their betters. 
Adieu. 



LETTER CCXI. 

Lmdon, Dec, «6, O. S, 1749. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
>HE new-year is the season, in which custom 



T 



seems more particularly to authorise civil and 
harmless lies, under the name of compliments. Peo- 
ple reciprocally profess wishes which they seldom 
form ; and concern which they seldom feel. Thb ia 
not the case between yon and o^e, where truth leaves 
no room for' compliments. 

' Dii tibi dent annos, de te nam castera sumes,* was 
said formerly to one, by amau who certainly did not 
think it. WitJi the variation of one word only, I 
will with great truth say it to you. I will make the 
first part conditional, by changing, in the second, the 
nam into n. May you live as long as you are fit te 
live, but no longer ! or, may you rather die, before 
you cease to be fit to live-, than after I My true ten* 
derness for you makes me think more of the manner, 
than of the length of your life, and forbids me to 
wish it prolonged, by a singfe day, that should bring 
guilt, reproach, and shame upon you. I have not 
malice enough in my nature, to wish that to my 
greatest enemy. Tou are the principal object of all 
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my cares, the only object of all my hopes : I have 
DOW reaaon to believe, that you wil^ reward the 
former, and answer the latter ; io that case, may yoa 
live long ! for yoa must live happy ; * de te nam 
caetera sames.* Conscious virtue is the only solid 
foundation of all happiness ; for richtfs, power, rank, 
or whatever, in the common acceptation of the word, 
is supposed to constitute happiness, will never qwiet, 
much less cure, the inward pangs of guilt. To that 
main wish, I will add those of t^e good old nurse of 
Horace, in hb Epistle to ^bullus : *Sapere ;' you have 
it in a good degree already : * £t fari ut possit qute 
lentiat.' Have you that ? More, much more is meant 
by it, than common speexh, or mere articulation. I 
fear that still remains to be wished for, and I ear- 
nestly wish it you. Qtatia and Fama will inevita- 
bly accompany the abovemen tinned qualifications. 
The Vdletudo is the only one'that is not in your own 
power : Heaven alone can grant it yon; and may it 
do so abundantly ! As for the * mundus victas, non 
defidente crumen^* do you deserve and 1 will pro- 
vide them. 

It is with the greatest pleasure that I consider the 
fair prospect which you have before you. You have 
seen, read, and learned more, at your age, than most 
young fellows have done at two or three a&d twenty. 
Your destination is a sliining one, and leads to rank, 
fortune, and distinction. Your education has been 
calculated forit; and to do you justice,that education 
has not been thrown away upon you. You want but 
two things, which do not want conjuration, but only 
care, to acquire; eloquence and manners: that is, the 
graces of speech, and the graces of behaviour. You 
may have them ; they are as much in your pow^r as 
powdering your hair is : and will you let the want of 
tbem obscure (as it certainly will do) that shining 
prospect which presents itself to you ? I am sure you 
will not. They are the sharp end, the point of the nail 
that you aro driving, which must make way first for 
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(he larger and more solid part» to «^er. So|ynin| 
jrour moral character as pure, and yoor knotrledge 
as sound, as I really believe them both to be; j^oa 
irant nodiing for tiiat perfection, which I have S9 
constantly wished you, and taken so much pains 
to give you, bitf eloquence and politeness. A tonn^ 
who is not bom with a poetical genius, can aever 
be a poet, or, at best, an extreme bad one; but ere* 
iry man, who can speak at all, can speak ele- 
f antly and correctly, if he pleases, by attendtng to 
tibe best authors and oraton; and, indeed^ I would 
ndvise those, who donot speak elegantly, not to speak 
ftt all ; for I am sure they will get more by tlieir si- 
^ce tiian by their speech. As for politeness ; wh»> 
9ver k^eps good company, and is not polite, must 
hare formed a mt^ution, and take some pains, not to 
be so ; otherwise he would naturally and insensibly 
|ux[uire tlie air, the address, and the turn, of tboa* 
|ie converses with. Ton will, probably, in the course 
of this yaiM*, see u great a variety of good companj, 
in the several capitals you will be at, as in any eof 
year of your life; and consequently must (I should 
kope) catch so^e of their manners^ almost wbedter 
fpu will or not; but, as I dare say you will endea- 
vour to do it, I am convinced fom wiU succeed, and 
that I shall have the pleasure of finding you, at 
your return here^ oae of the best-bred men iu £q- 

I imagine, that vbeu yon '•Mive my letters a^ 
pome ta those parts of then which relate to elo? 
iiuence and politeness, yon say, or at least thii^l^ 
* What, will be never have done upon these two sub* 
jepts ? Hss he not said |dl he can say upon them ? 
Why the sane thing over and over again f If yo« 
do think or say so, it must proceed from yeur not 
yet knowing the iniidte fanportsoce of these two ae» 
compUshments, which I cannot reoommehd to you 
too oltpQ, nor inculcate too stroBgly. Butif, ontbe 
fQutrvy, 9o« tre eonvinofd of the utility, gr retbif 
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4b»«oc!ie«iitjr, •£ tlioM ««« luroooifUsluMato, mad 
4«e dl9lemiMd to acqv^e tbem, my ropsaUd ad- 
Aoaiiiwis ure ooVy «filiiec««Mij> •ad I gradfe no 
jtPo«fale, vhiclicaii poMiUy beof the leaai u9e «p 

J Aa|Aer b«9mI^ tbat jroiir aUf at Rone vtll go a 
.fieat way tmrards aoftwerinf aU my view* : I am 
tmt»U triU, if yon enploy yovdaie, and y«ar vbolft 
tiOHBy aa yoo aliould. T*«ir first raominc jboiin, I 
vo«ld have yoo deveie to yoer graver stadies vith 
Mr, Harte; the middle part of the day I weald have 
^amf loyed in sedag tfaingt, aad tiie evenioga ia aec- 
iiifpeepk. Yon are not, I hope, of a Uuiy« inaetive 
turn, in either body or raind ; and in that case, the 
day is full long eno«gb for everj tideg; e^peeialiy at 
Rome, where it is not the fashion, as it is here, and 
at Paris, to embeazle at le^t half of it at table. But 
i^ by accident, two or t))ree hours are sometimes 
'vaating for some useful purpose, borrow them from 
your sleep. Six, or at most seven hours sleep is, 
JBor a coutancy, a* moidi aa you or any body can 
trant : more is only laziness and dozing ; and is, I 
am persuaded, both unwholesome and stupifying. 
l£t by cheace, yoar hmtoeis, or jroar pteasare^ 
.abeuld-keay yea ap till loM-,ar five o'clock in the 
flBendac, I would adviae you, however, to rise ««- 
#etly at your naual tiom, that you auiy not lose the 
•fstacioos naraing boats, and that the waat of aleep 
4nay ioroe yea ta «o to bed earlier the aeat niybt. 
ma is what I was advised to do whan very yoaag, 
4qr every wise mau; and ^lat I aaaare you I alaraya 
^did, itt the most diasipelad part of way life. I hava 
«ery oftea goae to bod at six in the naoraiug, aad 
£09% Baftw«thstaadiag» at eight ; by which me«aa I 
^Dt aiaay hoars in the auuaiag, that my compaoious 
Ofliti and the wantof sleep oblifad me'to keep goad 
kaan Iheaext, or at least the third night. To tUa 
imxthnd lawathegiaatest part of my raadii^ ; for, 
4ma tareaty tQ fiwty, I sboaU cermfaily have >fead 
^BffyMttle, iriha^aot heca ap wbMe my ao^aaiat- 



by Google 



152 LORD CHESTERFTEtD'S 

Ance.i were in bed. Know the true value of time*; 
snatch, seize, and enjey every moment of it. Ko 
'idleness, no lasiness, no procrastination : never put 
off till to-morrow what you can-do to-day. Tha(t 
was the rule of the famous and unfortunate pension- 
«ry,*De Witt; who, by Strictly following^ it, fbund 
time, not only to do the whole business of tlie re- 
public, but to pass his evenings at assemblies and 
suppers, as if he had nothing else to do or think of.' 
' Adieu, my dear friend, for such I shall call yoli, 
and as such I shall, for the future, live with you. 
I disclaim all titles which imply an authority tha^ 
I am persuaded, you will never give me occasion to 
exercise. 
Multat, etftUca, most sincerely, to Mr. Harte. 



LETTER CCXtl. 

I/mdony January 8, O. S, 175#. 
D^R BOY, 

I HAVE seldom or never writt«i to yon upon the 
subject of religion and mondity: your otvn ren> 
son, I am persuaded, has given you true notions of 
both ; they speak best for themselves ; . but if they 
wanted assistance, you have Mr. Harte at hand, both 
for precept and examples to your own reason, there- 
fore, and to Mr. Harte, shall I refer you, for the r^ 
ality of both, and eonfine myself, in this letter, to 
the decency, the utility, and the necessity, of scm- 
palously preserving the appearances of both. Whra 
I say the appearances of relipl«,n, I do not mean 
•that you should talk or act Jike a misnonary, or an 
"enthusiast, nor that you should take up a contrO. 
versial cUdgel against whoever attacks the seet yon 
are of; t^is would be both useless, and unbecoming 
your age : but I mean that you should by no meeaa 
jeem to approve, encourage, or i^laud, those libei«- 
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tioe B«t)QM^ wMi strike at relii^ums equally, and 
which are Uie poor threadbare topics of half-wits, 
and miuate phUo8opher«. Even those vpho are sillj 
enoiagh to lauftb at their jokes, are still wise euodgh 
t0 distrust tnd, detest their characters ; for putting 
moral virtues at tlie highest, and religion at the low* 
•St, religion must stUl be allowed to be a eollateral 
seeuritj, at least, to virtue, and every prudent man 
will sooner trust to two securities ifaun to oue* 
Whenever, therefore, you happen to be in company 
with those pretended nprUafortt^ or with thought* 
less libertines^ wlu> laugh at all religion, to show 
their Wit, or disclaim it, to complete the riot ; let no 
word or look of yours intimate the least approba* 
tiols; on the contrary, let a silent gravily express 
your dislike : but enter hot into the subject, and de- 
cline such unprofitable and indecent eontroversies. 
Depend upon this truth, that every man is the wora4 
looked upon, and the leSs trusted, for being thought 
to have no religion, in ^te of all the pompous and 
qpecious epithets he may assume of taj^ritfort, free* 
thinker, or moral philosopher; and a wise atheist 
Of such a thing there is) would, for his own interest 
and character in this world, pretend to some rel^ 
gion. 

Tour moral character must be not only pure, but» 
like Csesar's wife, unsuspected. The least speck or 
blemish upon it is fatal. Nothing degmdes and vi. 
lilies more, ibr it excites and unites detestation and 
contempt. There are, however, wretches in the 
world profligate enough to explode all notions of 
moral good and evil ; to maintain that they are 
merely local, and depend entirely upon the cnstoma 
and fashions of different countries; nay, there aro 
still, if possible, more unaccountable wretdies ; I 
mean, those who affect to preach and propagate such 
absurd and infamous noUons, without believing them 
themselves. These are the devil's hypocrites. Avoid 
as much as poeeible the company of such people, who 
reflect n dbgree of diseredit and infamy upon all wb* 
HS 
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convene with them. But as you may sometimes, by 
accident, fM into snch company, take great care 
tliat no complaisance, no good-humour, no warmth 
of festal mirth, ever make you seem even to acqui- 
esce, much less to approve orappUud, &uch inft- 
mous doctrines. On the other hand, do not debate, 
uor entef into serious argument, upon a subject so 
much below it ; but content yourself with telling 
these apoatUa, that you know they are not serious ; 
that you have a much better opinion of them than 
they would have you have; and that you are very sure 
they would not practise tlie doctrine they preach. 
But put your private mark upon them, and shun 
them for ever afterwards. 

There is nothing so dedicate as your moral cha- 
racter, and nothing which it is your interest so much 
to preserve pure. Should you be suspected of in- 
justice, malignity, perfidy, lying, &c. all the parts 
and ItBowledge in the world will never procure you 
esteem, friendship, or respect. A strange concur- 
rence of circumstances has, sometimes raised very 
bad men to high stations; but they have been raised 
like crinunals to a pillory, where their persons aud 
their crimes, by being more conspicuous, are only 
the more known, the more detested, and the more 
pelted and insulted. If, iu any case whatsoever, af- 
fectation and ostentation are pardonable, it b in the 
case of morality ; though even there I would not ad* 
vise you to a pharisaicai pomp of virtue. But I will 
recommend to you a most scrupulous tend^tness for 
your moral character, and the utmost care not to 
say or do the least thing that may ever so slightly 
taint it. Show yourself, upon all occasions, the ad- 
vocate, the friend, but not the bully, of virtue. 
Colonel phartres, whom yon have certaioly heard of 
(who way, I believe, the most notorious blasted ras- 
cal in the world, and who had, by all sorts of crimes, 
amassed immense wealth), was so sensible of the 
disadvantage of a bad character, that I heard him 
•nee say, in his impudent, profligate manner, that 
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though he would not give one farthing for virtue, he 
would give ten thousand pounds for a character, 
because he should get a hundred thousand pounds 
by it ; whereas he was so blasted, that he had no 
longer an opportunity of cheating people. Is it pos- 
siblCf Uien, that an honest man can neglect what a 
wise rogue would purchase so dear ? 

There is one of the vices above-mentioned, into 
which people of good education, and, io the main, 
of good principles, sometimes fall, from mistaken 
notions of skill, dexterity, and self-defence : I mean 
lying ; though it is inseparably attended with more 
infamy and loss than any other. The prudence and 
necessity of often concealing the trutli, insensibly 
seduces people to violate it. It is the only art of 
mean capacity, and the only i^fuge of mean spirits. 
Whereas, concealing the truth upon proper occa- 
sions, is as prudent and as innocent, as telling a lie 
upon any occasion, is infamous and foolish. I will 
state you a case in* your own department. Suppose 
you are employed at a foreign court, and that the 
ministerof that Courtis absurd or impertinent enough 
to ask yon what your instructions are; will you tell 
him a lie, which, as soon as found out {and foand out 
it certainly will be), must destroy your credit, blast 
your character, and render you useless there ? !Ko. 
Will you tell him the truth then, and betray your 
tripst? As certainly, No. But you will answer, 
with firmness. Thai yon are surprised at such a 
question ; that you are persuaded he does not expect 
an answer to it ; but that at all events he certainly 
will not have one. Such an answer will give him 
confidence in you ; he will conceive an opinion of 
your veracity, of which opinion you may afterwards 
make very honest and fair advantages. But if, in 
negotiations, you are looked upon as a^liar, a^d a 
trickster, no confidence will be placed in you, no- 
thing will be communicated to you, and you will be 
in the situation of a man who has been burnt in the 
cb«ek; and wbo» from that mark, cannot afterwanls 
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fgt m hooMt HtwIihtoJ if he woaW, fc«tmiMt<i» 

tfaiMmtbiaf. 

Locd Baoon very jasUj makes • «ii«Hartinn ket 
tveai sianlaftion aail diftsisMilBtiea; «Bd «Uov»t)» 
letternthar tbM the foimer; bat stiil eh a ew wa^ 
that they ase the wMker tort of politMciMievlM bM« 
recourse to either. A usaa «ho has acaength ef 
ittted, and st>«ofth of parti, wants aeither of them. 
^Certidnly/ says he, «the aUast men that evier wew 
have «U had an opeDsass aad frankness of dealings 
and a oaaae of aartainty and vecaoky ; hut tiien they 
wsM like horses welt nunaged; fortheyeonld tali, 
pasBJng veil, when to step, or tairej aind at asoh 
th na s, ^^en they ^tho^^^t the ease, indeed, eaqeiwd 
some dissinwlatioa, if then they nsed it, it cadw te 
pass, that Htc former opinion spvcad shroud, of their 
good fhith and deafness of defKng, made them, al- 
most invisible.* Therr «^ peo|^ wIm» indnlge tiMa» 
selves in a sort of lying, w^ch they reckon innoean% 
and which, in one sense, is so ; ior it hurts nohody 
but themselves. Thfe sort of lyiog is the spmrieoe 
oflhpring of vanity, begotten nponfoUy; these ftt^ 
pie deal in the marvaUons ; they have seen aease 
things 'that never mdsted; they have seen other 
things whieh they never really saw, theof^ they did 
exist, only because they were thought worth snwiiig 
Ila« any thing remarkable been said or done in any 
plaeei or in any company, they immediately praeent 
and declare theaMelvee eye or ear wt t n ew as ef it. 
liiey have dona Feats themselves, unattempied, er 
at Isaat unperformed, by othem. They are ahraya 
the heroes of Iheir own foblea, and think that they 
gain chasideration, or at least ppesent attention, hy 
it; whereas, In trath, all they get isridienleand. 
contempt, not withenc a good degvee ef distow^f fov 
one must naturally conel«de< that he who w4U tg/t 
any Ke from idloTanf^, will ^Mt seruple tailing « 
greater for iatepest. Had I rahlly seen any thing ae. 
very extraordinary as to be almost ineredttle, i 
wenid keep U to myself, vnlh^rthnn, by-«»Bib9 it. 
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fjm^umf 9mm body vo%m to4o»bt, fimr <»»nimite* 
of 1^ veracit;. It is most ceitiiiia, tbst tbe repatft* 
tkm of chastity is not so necessary for a wmo^a, as 
that of vflsacity is for a man : and with reason ; for, 
it is possible for a woman to be vlrtuons, thongh not 
striedj^chaste; bat it is net possible for a man to be 
irfatoous wiUiout strict veracity. The slips of the 
faat ^tomen an aoMitim>i aaene bodily frailties; 
but a lie in a man is a vice of the mind, and o( the 
heart. For Ood's sal^ be scrnpnlously jealous of 
di» parity of your moral charactrr; keep it immaoi- 
lale, unhlymiihed» unsullied; anditvdU be oosia- 
poof d. Drfamatkm and calumny jwver attack^ 
when tfaese is no weak place ; they magnify, but 
they do not create. 

There is a very great dtflerenee between that pu- 
rity of character, whidi I so earnestly recommend 
to you, and the stoical gravttyond austari^ of c)i*> 
vacter, which I do by no means recommend to yott» 
At your i^e, I would no more wish yo? tobe aCato, 
than a dodioa. Be, and be reckoned, a man of 
ploaouve, as well as a man of business. Enjoy this 
hsppy aad giddy time of yonr lifo ; shine in the 
^OMorea, and in Che company, of people of yonr own 
•fo. TkU is all to be dene, and indeed only can be 
doue, witheat the least taint U the parity of your 
■Mcal character; for those mistaken young foilowiu 
wbo'tUnk to thine by an impious or immoiul Ucoo* , 
tkinissi, shine ooly from thek stinking, like co^* 
ffupted ieih in the dait. Without this purity, you 
oushavo no dignity itfcbaraoter, and wiUwut d^ 
Bity of charaeter it ia impossible le rise in the world. 
Ton mustbo raspaotaUo, if you will bo respected. 
I hawe ha aw n poople slaUora away their character, 
wiliMnit fcsAIy polluting it, the tfonaoquence of 
Which has hoeu that thoy hiave beeoaso innocently 
eoMMiptiUo; their merit has bees dimmed, their 
ptBtoasisih uHMgarded, and all their views <|efoafc> 
ed. Cfaasaeter must bo kept bright, as well oa 
9\ma%, Coutontjoonelfwithmedioerity In nothing. 
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In purity'of character, and in poUteness of manners. 

labour to ^xcel all, if you wish to equal many. 

Adieu. 



LETTER CCXIII. 

Lond4mt January 11, O. ^. 1750. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY I received a letter from Mr. Harte, 
of the 31st December, N. S. ; whicl^I will an- 
swer soon, and for which 1 deure yon to return him 
my thanks now. He tells me two things that 
give me great satisfaction : one is, that there are 
very few English at Rome ; the other is, that you 
frequent the best foreign companies. This last is a 
very good symptom; for, a man of sense is never 
desirous to frequent those companies where he is not 
desirous to please, or where he finds that he dis- 
pleases. It will Jiot be expected in those comp»> 
,nies, that at your age you should have the garbo^ the 
diiinvoUura, and the Itggiadriap of a man of five- 
and-twenty, who haa been long used to keep the best 
companies; and therefore do not be discouraged,, and 
think yourself either slighted or laughed at, because 
you see others, older and more used to the wcfrld, 
easier, more familiar, and consequently rather bet- 
ter received in those companies than yourself. lo 
time your turn will come ; and if you do but show 
an inclination, a desire to please, thovgh you should 
be embarrassed, or even err in the means, which 
must necessarily happen to you at first, yet the will 
(to u^ a vulgar expression) wiU be taken for the 
deed ; and people, instead of laughing at you, will 
be glad to instruct you. Good sense can only give 
you the great outlines of good-breeding ; but obser- 
vation and usage can alone give you die delicate 
touches, and tlie fine colouring. Tou will naturally 
endeavour to show the utmost respect to people of 
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certun ranks and characters, and conseqnontly you 
will show it ; bnt the proper, the delicate manner of 
showing that respect, nothing but observation and 
time can give. 

I remember that when, with all the awkwardness 
and rust of Cambridge abont me, I was first intro- 
duced into good company, I was frightened out of 
my wits. I was determined to be what I thought ci- 
vil: I made fine low bows, and placed myself below 
every body ; but when I was spoken to, or attempt- 
ed to speak myself, obttupui, ttettruntque cornet 
et vox faudbuM hasU. • If I saw people whisper, I 
was snre it was at me ; and I thought myself tlie 
sole object of either the ridicule or the censure of 
the whole company; who, God knovrs, did not trou- 
ble their heads about me. In this way I suffered, 
for some time, like a criminal at the bar; and should 
certainly have renounced all polite company for 
ever, if I bad not been so convinced of the absolute 
necessity of fonning my manners upon those of the 
best companies, that I determined to persevere, and 
suffer any thing, or every thing, rather than no*l 
compass that point. Insensibly it grew easier to me, 
and I began not to bow so ridiculously low, and to 
answer questions without great hesitation or stam- 
mering : if, now and then, some charitable people, 
•eeing my embarrassment, and being ditceuvriM 
fhemselves, came and spoke to me, I considered 
them as angels sent to comfort me ; and that gave 
me a little courage. I got more soon afterwards, 
and was intrepid enough to go np to a fine woman, 
and tell her, tiiat I thought it a warm day : she an- 
swered me, very civilly, that she thought so too ; 
upon which the conversation ceased, on my part, 
for some time, till she, good-naturedly resuming it, 
spoke to me thus : ' I see your embarrassment, and 
I am sure that the few words you said to me cost 
yoii a great deal ; but do not be discouraged for tliat 
reason, and avoid good company. We s^ that you^ 
desire to please, and that is the main point ; you 
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want only the mmawr, and j<m think tbit yon vi»l 
It stUI more Hiaa yon do. Ton mfut go thkootli 
yoar novidBts before yoa ctn profess gODd4MrMd> 
ing ; and . if you will be. my novice, I will prosettt 
yoo to my iic(|u«intuio^ es soeh/' 

You ndll eadly imagine how much ttiis apweh 
pleased me, and how awkwardly I answered it, I 
hemmed once or twice (for it gave me a bur in my 
throat) before I conld toll her, that I was very mncfa 
(Aliged to her; that it was ttoe, that I luid a great 
deal of reason to distmst my own behavioor, not 
Mng nsed to fine company ;. and that I shoidd be 
proud of being her novice, and receiving her iastme- 
tions. 

As soon as I had fumbled out this answer, sba 
called vp three or four people to her, and said, 
* * Sfavea-voos (for she was a foreigner, and I wai 
•broad) que j'ai entrepris ce jenae homme, et qv*tl 
le /ant rassorer i Pour moi, je crois en avoir fait la 
eonqu^te, car il s'est ^mandp^ dans le moment an 
point de me dire, en trcmblaot, qu'il faisoit chattd. 
ir ftiut que vous m'aidiez i le dirouillei-. Ik lui fknt 
ni^cessairement une passion, et s'ii ae m*en jnge pas 
digne, nous loi en chercherons queiqne autre. A« 
reste, moo novice, n'allez pas vous encanna&ller avee 
des filles d'op«ra et des comediennes, qui vous 
4pargneront les fraix et do sentiment et de la pofr 
tesse, roais qui vous en couteront bien plus h toot 

• < Do yoO know that I have ondertaktas this 
yonng man, and he must be encouraged i Aa for llN^ 
I think I have made a conquest of liim ', for he just 
aow ventured to tell me, although trembliogly, that 
it is warm. Ton will assist me in poiishiog faim. 
He must necessarily have a passion for somebody ; 
if be does not think me worthy of being the otajiect, 
we will seek him out some other. However, my no* 
Vice, do not disgrace yourself by freqtienting eper^ 
girls and actresses, who will not require of you sen- 
ifments and politeness, but will be y ourroin in every 
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autre ^gard. Jevoiule dls encore; si vena vovrs 
eneaniiailleai, vou» Hen perdu, mon ami. Ces maU 
hcureuses ruiueront et votre fortune et votre sanity 
corrompront vos moeurs, et tous n^aures jamais le 
ton de la bonne compagnie.' The company laughed 
at this lecture, and I Vas stunned with it. I did 
not k'noir whether she was serious or in jest. By 
turns I was pleased, ashamed, encouraged, and de- 
jected. But when I found afterwards that both she, 
and those to whom she had presented me, counte- 
nanced and protected me in company, I giadually 
got more assurance, and began not to be ashamed of 
endeavouring to be civil. I copied the best masters, 
«t first servilely, afterwards more freely, and at 
last I joined habit and invention. 

All tMs will happen to you, if yon persevere in 
the desire of pleasing and sbining^ as a man of tiie 
world : that part of your character is the only one, 
about which I have at pr^ent the least doubt. I 
coooot entertain the least suspicion of your moral 
character; your learned character is out of question. 
Tour polite character is now the only remaining ob- 
ject' that gives me the least anxiety; and you are 
now in the right way of finishiiq^ it. Your constant 
collision with good company will, of course, smooth 
and polish you. I could wish that you would say 
to Hm five or six men or women with whom you are 
the most aequainted. That you are sensible, that, 
from youth and inexperience, you must make many 
mistakes in good-breeding ; tiiat you beg of tiiem to 
correct you, without reserve, wiierever they see you 
fail ; and that you shall take such admonitions aS 
the strongest proofs of their friendship. Such a con- 
fession and application will be very engaging to those 

respect. I repeat it to you, my friend, if you should 
get into lo# mean company, you will be undone. 
These creatures will destroy your fortune and your 
health, corrupt your morab, and you will never ac- 
quire Ute style of good company ^' 
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to whom yQ« B¥kke lliadi. Tbej.irill t^H o4hen of 
ttiem, wAio.wiU be pleMod frith tixU dUpottti«o, im4 
JB • ImncUy muuKr, teU jroa of anjr Httie otipor 
error. Tbe Duhe At lUverams* Koal(L I mb awa, 
te chamiedf if you dropped Hwh a fthuif to iiiai ; 
•ddiog, that yon' loYod to addreM yonrootf vlvafs 
10 the~ bett masters. Ohterve abo the iWfnmi 
jBodes of good4Mreedliig of '^veml miti ottt, «ftd jcod. 
form yourself to them respectively. Ust aft eaaj 
civiiity wiUi tbe Frendi, more cerenooy with tbe 
Italiast, aud stiU «Mure witb tiie Germans ; but let 
U be without «nbanrasso»ttit, and with «a8e. Biiiy 
Uf by use, to be habitual to yo« ; for, if k oeems 
imwUling aad fbreed, It will a e^i er p l aa s e . *0«uris 
Aristippom decnit color, et res.' Acqpiira an eaas* 
Bess and versatility of naaoers* as well as of mmd; 
and, like thecanelooi^ toko 4he hue of the oompaBy 
yoMarewith. - 

There Is a sort of veteran wmaen of oondidoQ, wbe 
bavhs^ lived alwagrs io th« ^romd wtmtde, and haav 
iog possibly had some gaUantries, together with the 
•xperieuce of fivo«nd' twenty: or thirty years, fona a 
young fellow better than all ihe roles that can ih^ 
giycn him. These women, being past thek bloeo, 
are extremely flattenMl by the4east attontioD inm^ 
yottug leUow ; and they will point out to him theie 
manners aad'OMMstJMM that pleased aad engaged 
jtfaem, when «h^ were in the pride of their yoalfc ' 
end beauty* Wheregrer you go, make iobm of those 
women your firieads, which a very little maUerwiil 
do. Ask their advice; tell them yoor deohts ordifr 
ficukies, as to your behaviour; faeC take grastove 
aot to drop one word of ttieir experience ; in exp»> 
rience implies age, and tiie auspieion of a^a bo «•> 
maoi let her be ever so old, ever forgives.— I long 
for year picture, which Mr. Haite tella me ia bov 
daawiag. I want to see your aoonteaaao^ year 

• At that time ambeaaadbr Aem the coort ef 
France, at Rome. 
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9ir» a»4 «veo your df»«s; th« l>ettcr Oniyiitl «hf«« 
416, the bt«M': I iMa not wise eno««b «9 4e9p»*« wj 
oie«flh«n. Tow idreM, 'et lefMt, is ia foar ova 
pever, aM I liope thet jo^ maud it to • f tiepar 4e^ 
gme, Tpvn, Miiea. 



LETTER CCXIV. 

L9mdon» Jmmmrp ia» O. ^. ir5<l. 
MT PEA^ FRIEND, 

IC^KSID^R t^ solid pert of ftmt Uttle «<»fice 
M so mtmt iMing fioiohed «nd cmopleted, tiiat mj 
paly raowi/Uliff een is ftboul: tke flgabrUishmcotB; 
and tiut n»8t now be your priacipel eve too.'»^ 
Adon youraelf with all those graces and eccempUsh- 
Bmtii, wMsh, without solifdity, we f|ivolou« ; but 
withqat viufib solidity is, to a gseei degiet, aselesa. 
Take one man, with a very loedenAe degree of kflowk. 
Ittlge, but with a pleasiog ««are, a prepoMesaiiit 
eddfMS, graceful ia all that be says aad does, pa- 
UMv Umnt, and, in abort, adorned with aU the lesser 
talents; aad take another maa, with eonnd sease 
•ad pfoloond knowledge, but 'without the ebov». 
mentioned advanuges; the former wtH not only gat 
the bettar of the latter, in every paiaait of every 
mmi, but in truth than will be no sort of coupeci.. 
tian bMween them. Bnt ean aveiy man ac^^ 
these advantages? I say. Yea, if be please; sop.. 
poaiogbelBinasitaation, aadlncironmstaaces, ta 
teqoent good eempaay. Attaat|pa, cAservatioa* 
aad imiftatiaa, wiU most iafiOtibly de it. 

When yoa seea man, wtaosa first olard stiikas 
you, prapoasesses you in bis lawour, and makes yow 
anmrtaia a goad apl«Aoa of him. yoa da oat fcaow 
why ; analyse that abord, and examine within yww- 
Mif the several parts that eampQiiadks aad you will 
gaaerally fiad It to be the result, tba happy assem*^ 
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isultthem. I llkewi « 
welcome, where you w . 
that yon both prescir. 
alant hommet et pas 

you have vowed to -^ 
Dal passions, which 1 
,t accident, last three mr^ 

without great attentions, > 
iging air and manners, th- 

and the goddessun pro^.> 
it are the amusements ot* i 
I little commercial pltfy, a. 
idle cofwersaUoTtt or arc t 
le parfait amour ? Y d t J 
Its ? Ou est-ce qu'on y j . 
f, which is your depart n 
bus. Whichever it is, tn, 
jlinit. Aim, at least, Ht 
g that is worth doing at .1 
lei it tlian you would inir* 
vl infinitely short of it v 
ty. Adieu. 

. S. By an uncommon d , 
e this moment received y 

DEAR BOY, 

Vmylast lonly acVnoNv 
your letter of the 9th kj 
am very glad that yovi 
^.tembe^ the 12th, o, s, 
)ting thai 1 always prop, 
viae you seriou^\y^ aa ^ 
id I will converse with 
on : the authority of ,, , 
iide ; for, wherever it V^ 
■ you liave neither auti V 
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\ atian, you will very soon bt one of 

f vitwble contagion of company shows 

ity of keeping tbe best, and avoiding 

r in every one something will stick. 

_ nerto, I confess, had a very few op- 

jif keeping polite compeny. We«tniinster 

l^doubtedly, the seat of illiberal man- 

'Aratal beljaviour. Xeipsig, I suppose, is 

t of refined and e/egant manners. Venice, 

.f»s done something ; Rome, I hope, will 

i more; and Paris will, I dare say, do 

.;iut; always supposing th^t you fre- 

t companies, and in the intention of 

i forming yourself; for without tliat 

ng will do. 

I a list of all those necessary, oma. 

iplishmeuts (without whiclv no manr 

r please, or rise in tlie woild), which. 

^you want, and which only require your 

Btion to possess. 

jgantly, whatever languagr you speak 

^hich nobody will hear you with plea- 

M>,{|ueHtly you will speak to very little 

tble and distitict elocution; withont 
« will hear you with patience : this 
^y acquire, who is not born with some 
^JTin the organs of speech. You are not, 
it is wholly in your power. You need 
s pains for it than Demosthenes did. 
1,( d politeness of manners and address, 
ti souse, observation, good compasiy, 
„. will infallibly give you, if you will 

tage, and graceful motions, with the 
fashion. *A good dancing master, 
n sour part, and son,e imitation ot 

"*' K-^ely clean in your versoo. and per- 
.ressed, according to the fashion, be 
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blage, of fliodestj onembftrrasted, respect withoot 
timidity, a genteel but iuuififected attitade of body 
and limbs, an open, cheerful, but unsmirUng cowi- 
teoance, and a dnat by no means negligent, and 
yot not foppish. Copy him then, not seryilely, 4Mit 
as some of the greatest masters of painting have 
copied others; insomuch, that their copies have 
been equal to the (Higinals, both as to beauty and 
freedom. When you see a man, who is universally 
flowed to shine as an agreeable, well-bred man, 
and a fine gentleman (as, for example, the Duke d« 
Nivernois), attend to him, watbh him carefully; ob- 
^ serve in what manner he addresses himself to his 
* superiors, how he lives with his equals, and how lie 
treats his inferiors. Mind his turn of oonversatiotty 
in the several situations of morning visits the table, 
and the evening amusements. Imitate, without mi- 
mickiag him ; and be his duplicate, but uot his ape. 
You will find, that he takes care never to say or do 
any iMng that can be construed into a slight, or a 
negligence ; or that can, in any degree, mortify peo- 
ple's vanity and self4ove; on the contrary, yon will 
perceive that he makes people pleased with him, by 
making them first pleased with themselves: he shows 
respect r^ard, esteem, and attention, where they 
are severally proper: he sows them with care, and 
be reaps them in plenty. 

Ttiese amiable accomplishments are all to be ae* 
quired by use and imitation ; for we are. In trutli, 
more than half what we are, by imitation. The 
great point is, to choose good models, and to study 
them with care. Peofde insensibly contract, not 
only the air, thq manners, and the vices, of thota 
with whom they conunonly converse, but their viiw 
tues too, and even their way of thinking. This is so 
true, tiiiit I have known very plain understandings 
catch a cestain degree of wit, by constantly coo- 
versing with those who bad a great deal. Persist, 
therefore, in keeping the best company, and you will 
insaosibly become like them ; but if you a(|d attei^ 
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tiOA «&d observatioiv jou will very soon be one of 
them. This inevitiible contafpon of company shows 
you the necessity of keeping the best, and avoiding 
all othsr ; for in every one something will stick. 
Tott have hitherto, I confess, had a very few op* 
portunities of keeping polite company. Westminster 
school is» undoubtedly, the seat of illiberal man- 
ners )md brutal behaviour. Leipsig, I suppose, ,is 
not the seat of refined and elegant manners. Venice, 
I believe* has doDie Something ; Rome, I hope, will 
do a great deal more; and Paris will, I dare say, do, 
/all that you want; always supposing that you fre- 
quent the best companies, and iu the intention of 
improving and forming yourself; for without that 
intention nothing will do. x * 

I here subjoin a list of all those necessary, oma* 
mental accomplishmeuls (without which n> man 
living can either please, or rise in the world), which, 
hitherto I fear you want, and which only require your 
care and attention to possess. 
■ To ipeak elegantly, whatever language you sprak 
in ; without which nobody will bear you with plea- 
sure and consequently you will speak to very little 
purpose. 

An agreeable and distilict elocution; withont 
which nobody will hear you with patience: this 
every body may acquire, who is not bora with some 
in^ierfection in the organs of speech. You are not, 
- and therefore it is wholly in your power. You need 
take much less pains for it than Demostlieues did. 

A distinguuhed politeness of manners and address, 
which common sense, observation, so<xi company, 
and imitation, will infallibly give you, if^ you will 
accept of it. 

A genteel carriage, and gracefiil motions, with the 
air of a man of fashion. A good dancing master, 
with some care on your part, and some imitation of 
those who excel, will soon bring this about. 

To be extremely clean in your person, and per- 
fectly woll- dressed, according to the fashion, bo 
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llMtvhtt itvitt. ToaraegUiMce of diitt^^MM 
jr«tt were a scho ol ho y ww parioiioMi ; bmt wookl 
aot be 80 now. 

Upon Mw vbolo^ Uke k forgroDted, tfaatv witlii 
o«t these ecrninpHtfimenta, «■ fon teow, ettd ftl 
yettcwdoy vittsvsttjmivtrjFlitlle. Adtes. 



LETTER CCXV. 

iflTY DEAR FRIEND, 

IT U scrioD^ since I have heard from you* that I 
•oppose Rome engroises every momeBt of your 
time ; and if it engrosses it ia the maimer I couUI 
irish, I wiUiogly give ap n^ share of it. I woold 
eatbn'jmMleiiefscainconapnJ. Pat out your time 
bui to good interest, and I do aot desb« to honow 
tfki^h of it. Yoor stodiesy the respectable remains ■ 
of antiquity* and your eveftiBg amusements, cannot* 
ami indeed ought not, to leave yon much time to 
write. Tou will probably never see Rome agaiii, 
and therefore you oughrtp see it well now : by see- 
ing it well, I do not mean, only the buildings, sta» 
tttfls, and paintings, though they undoubtedly de* 
serve your attention; but I mean seeing into tiw 
constitution and government of it. But these tlii&gs 
certainly occur to your own common sense. 

How go your pleasures at Rome ? Are you in 
fashion there; that is, do you live with the people 
who are? tlie, only w^y of being so yourself, in time. 
Are you domestic enough in any considerable boose 
to be called /^pc^StaiiAqpef Has any woman of 
&shioQ and good -breeding taken the trouble of 
amasing and laughing at you amicably to yoor face * 
Have you found a good dScrtiUmte t for these are 
the steps by iritich you roust rise to poUteaess. I 
do not presume to ask if yoa have any attssbm— 1» 
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tautttie I tolWe yewwitt m« A«k« me yb«r cifi^l*' 
deart; bttt tlii» I iHU> say ev«BtaaUy,'tlMt)if y«« 
taKv» oo«» a/Mcl Men jMiycr ifaMMMMi* «r <le jw- . 
f iti wiMt, if JM would iMTt yottr 8Milfi«» pvo^ 
tiovdy received. Women are not so much taken by 
beauty as ine» are* tat preftr tlieee aen i»be show 
them the most «tieiitk>a. 

Would yoo eiig^ the tovaty fllr; 

With gentlest manners treat her; 
WMt traded Kioks ^nd gracehil air, 

I* aoilest aecMta greet inr. 

Terse were but Tain, the Muses Ui&^ 

Without the Graces* aid ; 
TIic god of verse could not prevail 

To stop the flying maid. 
JtHentiott by aitfibtiBMr gaxB» 

And merit can by ctfea; 
So abaft th»Bymph reirard yaur faia^ 

ited Venus erowb your piay'm* . 

A man*s address and manner weigh much mortf 
witli them than his beauty, and without them the 
abbati and the monsignori will get the better of 
you. Tlib address and manner should be exceed- 
ingly respectful) but at the same time easy and un- 
embarrassed. Your chit-chat or entregent with them 
neither can, nor ought to be very solid; but you 
should take cave to turn and dress, up your trifles 
prettily, and make them, every now and then, con- 
vey indirectly some little piece of flattery. A fan, 
a ribband, or a head-dress, are great ;naterial8 for 
gallant dissertations, to one who has got le ton Ugtr 
tt aimabU de la bonne compagnie. At all events, 

• These three stauas are the late Bar) of Gbea> 
terfiald*s. 
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» man had better Ulk too mnch to womMi, thaotoA 
liUle; thayiake sUeooe for dnlluess, anleaa where, 
they thiok the paaakm they have inspired occasions 
it; and in that case they adopt the notion, tbi^ 

Silence in loTe^betrays more woe 
Than wtH-ds, tliough ne'er so witty ; 

The beggar that is dumb, we know. 
Deserves a double pity. 

A propot of this subject ; what progress do yoa 
make in that language, in which Charles the Fifth 
said, that he would choose to speak to his mistress? 
Have you got all the tender diminutives, in etta, 
ina, and eUina ; which I presume he alluded to } 
You already possess, and I hope take care not to 
forget, that language which he reserved for his horse. 
Tou are absolutely master, too, of that language in 
which he said he would convefae with men, French. 
But in every language, pray attend carefully to the 
choice of your words, and to the tarn of your ex. 
pression. Indeed, it is a point of very great conse- 
quence. To' be heard widi success, you rau&t be 
heard with pleasure: words are the dress of thoughts, 
which should no more be presented in rags, tatters, 
and dirt, than your person should. By Uie way, do 
you mind your person and your dress sufficiently ? do 
you take great care of your teeth ? Pray have them 
put in order by the best operator at Rome. Are you 
be>laced, be-powdered, and be>featbered, as other 
young fellows are, and should be? At your age,' il 
faut du brillant, et mtoie un pea de Aracas, mais 
point de mediocre: il faut un air vif ; ais^, et noble : 
avec les hommes, un maintien respectuenx et en 
meme tems rtepectahle ; avec les femmes, un caquet 
Wger, enjou^, badin, mais toujours fort poli.' 

To give you an opportunity of exerting your ta- 
lents, I send you here enclosed, a letter of recom- 
mendation from Monsieur Villetes to Madame de 
$imouetti, at Milan, a woman of the first fashion 
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mad contidem^n there; and 1 ikall, in my luut, 
•end yoa another from the leme person to Madame 
Clerid, at the same place. As these two ladies' house* 
are the resort of all the people of fashion at Hilan, 
those two reoommendations will introduce you to 
them all. Let me know iu due tUue if you have re- 
ceived these two leiters, that I may have them re- 
newed in case of accidents. 

Adieu, my dear friend ! Study hard, divert your- 
self heartily; distinguish carefully between the 
pleasures of a man of fashion, and the vices of a 
scoundrel : pursue the former, and abhor the latter, 
like a man^f sense. 



* LETTER CCXVI. 

London, Februarjfp, 0. <S. 1750. 
MY DEAR FRIBND, 

£RT few people are good (economists of tlieir 



V 



fortune, and still fewer of their time; and yet, 
of the two, the latter is the most precious. I heart- 
ily wish you to be a good (sconomist of both ; und 
yon are now of an age to begin to think seriously of 
these two important articles. Young people are apt 
to think they have so much time before them, that 
they may squander what they please of it, and yet 
have enough left, as very great fortunes have fre- 
quently seduced people to a ruinous profusion. Fa- 
tal mistakes, always repented of, but alwajs too 
late ! Old Mr. Lowndes, the famous secretary of 
the treasury. In the reigns of King William, Queen 
Anne, and King George the First, used to say, 'Take 
care of the pence, and the pounds wiU take care of 
themselves.' To this maxim, which he not only 
preached, but practised, his two grandsons, at this 
thue, owe the very considerable foxtuuM Uiat he left 
them. 

YOl. n. I 
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This holds equally tnm M to time; end I mott 
eernettly reeomttend to yon the cere of thoee mU 
nates and qnarten of boara, in the course of the 
day, which people tiilak too short to desenre their 
attention ; and yet, if sonuned up at the end of the 
year, would amount to a very considerable portion 
of time. For example; you are to be at such a fAmem 
at twelve, by ^ypointment ; you go out at eleven, to 
make two or three visits first; those persons are not 
•t home: instead of sauntering away that interme- 
diate time at a colleeJiouse, and possibly alone, re- 
turn home, write a letter beforehand, for the en- 
suing post, or take up a good book ; I do not mean 
Descartes, Ifalleibrandie, Locke, or Newton, by way 
of dipping ; but some book of rational amusement, 
and detached pieces, as Horace, Boileau, Waller, 
La Bmyere, &e. This will be so much time saved, 
and by no means ill-employed. Many people lose a 
'great deal of time by reading ; for they read frivo. 
lous and idle books, sudi as the absurd romances of 
the two last c«kturies, where diaracters dut never 
existed are insipidly displayed, and sentiments that 
were never felt, pompously described : the orientU 
ravings uid eztravapuKes of Ihe Arabian Mights, 
and Mogul Tales ; or the new flimsy brockuret dtat 
now swarm in Flrance, of tairj Tales, Biflezions 
sur !e Cceur et TBsprit, Metaphysique de TAmour, 
Analyse des beaux Sentiments ; and such sort of idle 
frivolous stuiT, that nourishes and improves the mind 
just asmnch as whipped cream would the body. Stick 
to the best established books in every language ; the 
celebrated poets, historians, orators, or philosopbera. 
By these means (to use adty metaphor) you will make 
fifty per cent, of that time, which ottt«rs do not make 
above three or four, or probably nothing at all. 

Many people lose a great deal of their time by In- 
shiess; they loll and yawn in a great chair, tell 
themselves that tbej have not time to begin any 
thing then, and that it will do as well another time. 
This is a most uafortuiiate di^Kwition, and the great. 
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est dbftnictioa to both IcBowledga tod business. At 
your age jou bave no right Mr claim to laain<^ : I 
have if I piease, being emeritus. Yo« are bttt J«fC 
listed in the iHjrid, and moat b«atttive» diligent, in> 
defatlgable. If e^er yo« pnpom coaunanding witb 
dignity* jMir moat serve up to it wi^fa diligence.— 
Kover pat off till to^marow iHiat you can do to- 

Pispatch is the sonl of boainesb; and nothing con- 
tributes more to dispatch tlian method. Lay down 
n method fsr every thing* and stick to it inviolafaly» 
«a far as unexpected incklents mey alloar. Fix one 
oertidn hour and di^ fa» the week for your aocompts, 
and keep them together in their proper "order; by 
whidi means tliey will raqnire very little time, and 
you can never be much cheated. Whatever letters 
and papers yon keq>, dodcet and tie them up ia 
their respective dasses, so ttat you may instantly 
havetecoursetoanyone. Lay down a method also 
tor your reading, for wfaCdi/you allot a certain share 
of your mornings ; let it be in a coosbtent and con- 
secutive course, and not in that desultory and me> 
thodical manner, in which many people read scrape 
of different authors, upon dlffJerent subjects. Keep 
« usefiil and short eommon^ace book of what yo« 
read, to help your memory only, und not for pedan- 
tic quotations. Kever read history without having 
naps, and a chronological book, or tables, lying by 
yon, and constantly recuved to; widiout wUdi hi- - 
jnory is only a confiued heap of foots. One method 
more I recommend to you, by which I bare found 
great benefit, even in the moat dissipated part of my 
life ; this is, to Hse early, and at the seme hour, 
every morning, how late soever you may have sat 
up the night befbre. This secures you an hour or 
two, at least, of rea^ng or refleetkm, befbre the com- 
mon tnterroptions of die morning begin ; and it will 
Save your constitution, by forcing you to go to bed 
«arly,' at least one night in thrse. 

You will say, it ttay. be» «s many yonng pr ' 
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would, that ftll this order and method is ver^tiou- 
blewme, only fit for doll people* and a disagreeable 
restraint upon the noble spirit and fire of youth. I 
deny it» and assert, on the ^contrary, that it wiU 
procure you both more time and more taste for your 
pleasures; and so for £pom being trohblesome to 
you, that- affcqr yoa IwTe parsued it a month, it 
would be tzooblesome to yon to lay it aside^ Biu»ir 
ness whets the appetite, and gives a taste to plea- 
sures, as exercise does to food ; and bosineaacaQ n«. 
ver be done without metliod ; it raises th^ spUiM 
for pleasures ; and a ipectaele, a ball* an assembljF. 
.wUl much move sensibly affisci a man who has em- 
ployed, than a man who has lost, tiie preceding part 
of^ieday; nay, I wUl venture to say, that a fine 
lady will seem to have more charms toamaq of 
study or business, than to a sannterer. The 8anie~ 
iistlessness rans through his whole conduct ; and he 
is as insipid in Ins pleasures, as inefficient in every 
thing else. 

■ I hope yo« earn your pleasures, and consequently 
taste them ; for, by the way, I linow a great many 
men, who cail themselves men of pleasure, but who, 
in tnith, have uone. They adopt other people's u> 
discriminately, but without any taste of their own. 
I have known them often inflict excesses upon them- 
selves, because they have thought them genteel; 
though they sat as awkwardly upon them as other 
people's clothes would have done. Have no plea- 
sures but your own, and then you will shine in 
them. What are yours? Give me a short history 
of them. * Tenea-vons votre coin 4 table, et dans 
les bonnes compagnies ? y brilles-vous du cot^ do la 
.politesse, de TeBJoueraent, du badinage ? Etes-vous 
galant? FUeB-vonsle|)arfiut amour? £st-il question 
de fi^hir par vos soius et par vos attentions les ri- 
gneurs de quelque fi4re princesse f Tom may safe* 
ly trust me ; for though I am a severe censor of vice 
and folly, I am a ftiead and advocate for pleasum, 
«Bd will €o»tiibiil» aU imny power to yows. 
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' !%#!« is a cMtaln dignity to be Itept up in plea* 
sores, M veil as in bosiness. In love, a man may 
lose hb lieart with digni^ ; t>at if he loses his nose, 
he loses his character into the bargain. At table a 
man may with decency have a distinguishing paUte; 
hot indimi&Dittate voraeioasaesft d^;rades Mm to a 
glutton. A man may play witii decency; but if he 
garaesr be is dfograced. ^vacity and wit make a 
man shine in company; bat trite jokes and loud 
laughter reduce hfan to a bufibon. Every virtno, 
tliey say, has its kindred vice ; every pleasure, I 
am sure, has its neighbouring disgrace. Mark caro- 
fitHy, therefore, the line that separates them, and 
rather stop a yard slmrt, than step an inch beyond 

I wish to Gk>d that yon had as much pleasure in fol- 
lowii^ my advice as I liave in giving it you ! and 
yov may tlie more easily have it, as I give you none 
that is inoonsistent with ymir pleasure. In all that 
I say to you, it is your interest alone that I coubider: 
trust to my experience; youJuiowfou may to my 
affection. Adieu. 

I have received no letter yet from you or Mr. 
Harte. 



LETTER CCXVII. 

London, February 8, O. S. 1750. 

MT DEAR FRIEKD, 

"yrov have by this tinie, I hope and believe, made 
-*• such a progress iu the Italian language, that you 
can read it with ease : I meau, the easy 'books in it ; 
and indeed, in tliat, as well as in every other lau- 
f uage, the easiest books are generally tlie best ; for, 
whate^ author is obscure and difficult in his own 
language, certainly doeanot think .eLearly.. This is, 
in my oyUdon, i^^-^^m of a cckbsated Italian an- 
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thor, towhom the iCaliimSf fhMn tfie admintioii tihey 
kav« of him, have given the epithet of <<«IM?w» ; I 
mean Dante. Though I fonnerly knew Italian ex« - 
tremely well, I could never undentaiid bim s foe 
which reason I had done with him, folW eonvineed- 
that ^ waa not worth the pains neoetM^ to under- 
ttand him. 

Tbf good Italian authors 9X^, in mjmind, but fiswi 
I mean authors of invention; fiar there mre ondoubt- 
edly very good lMsti»ians, and enelleat tianslatora^ 
The two poets worth your reading, and, I was go« 
ing to say, the only two, are TttMo and Ariosto.-^ 
l^asBo's OiermalwmtelAberaia is all together an- 
questionably a fine poem, thoogh it has some low, 
and many false thoughts ia it ; and Boileftu veiy 
justly mak^ it the mark of a bad taiite to compare 
* le clinquant du TaMe k Tor de Virgile.' The ifloage 
irith which he adorns the introductimi of his epif 
poem, is low and disgusting : it is tliat of a froward, 
sick, puking child, who is deceived into a do^e of 
necessaiy physic by du bonbons The verses are 
these: 

Cosi air egro fandul porgiamo aspersi 
Di soavi licor gli orli del vaso : 
Succhi amari ingannato intanto el beve» 
£ dall* inganno suo vita riceve. 

However, the poem, with all its faults about it, 
may justly be called a fine one. 

If fottcy, imagination, invention, description, &c. 
eoostitute a poet, Ariosto u unquestionably a great 
one. His Orlando, it is true, is a medley of lies 
lind truths, sacred and profane, wars, loves, en- 
chantments, giants, mad heroes, and adventurous 
damsels ; but then he gives it you very fairly for 
what it is, and does not pretend to put it upon you 
for the true tpopU, pr epic po?m. He says, 

Le donne, i cavalier, Tarrae, fH ameri * 
Le eortesie, 1' audaci i 
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The eoonexioQa of his stories are admirable, bis 
reflections just, bis sneers and ironies incomparable, 
and his painting excellent. When Angelica, after 
having wandered over half the world alone with Or« 
laodOf pretends notwithstanding, 

— ch* el flor virginal cosi avea salvo. 
Come selo port6 dal matem* alvo.. 

The author adds, very gravely, 

Forse era ver, ma non pero credlbile 
A cbi del senso suo fosse signore. 

Astolpho's being carried to the moon, by St. John, 
in order to look for Orlando's lost wits, at the end 
of the ^4th book, and the many lost things that he 
finds there, is a most happy extravagancy, and con- 
tains, at the same time, a great deal of sense. I 
would advise you to read this poem with attention. 
It is also the source of half the tales, novels, and 
plays, that have been written since. 

The Pastor Fido of Guarina is so celebrated, tJiat 
you should read it ; but in reading it, you will jndge 
of the great propriety of the characters. A parcel of 
shepherds and sliepherdesses, with the truepattoral 
vimpUoityt talk metaphysics, epigrams, toncelti, 
and quibbles, by the hour, to each other. 

Thp Aminta del Tano is much more what it ia 
intended to be, a pastoral : the shepherds, indeed* 
iiave their concetti, and their antitheses; but are 
not quite so sublime and ahstnusted as those ia Pof 
etorFido. I think that you will like it much tfaa 
best of the two. 

Pttrarca is, in my mind, a sing'Mng, lovesick 
poet; much admired, however, by the Italians: but 
an ItaHan who should think no better of him than I 
do, would certunly say, that he deserved hisXosira 
better than his lanro; and that wretched quibble 
would be reckoned an excellent piece of Italian wit. 

The lUjIlan prose-writers (0/ invention I mean). 
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^rbicfa I would reconmead ta jonr acqmlBUnoe, are 
MachiaveUo and Boccacio; the former for the esta- 
blished reputation which he has acquired, of a eon- 
somroate |>olitteian (whatever my own prirate sen- 
timentt may be of either ha» politics or his wo rality) ; 
the latter for his great invention, and for bis natural 
and agreeable manner of telling his stories. 

Guicdardiniy Bentivoglio, Davila, &c. are excel- 
lent hbtorians, and deserve being read with atten- 
tion. The nature of history checks, a little* the 
flights of Italian imaginations; which, in woriit of 
invention, are very high indeed. Translations coib 
them still more ; and their translations of the claa- 
sics are incomparable; particv^Urly the first tea, 
translated in the time of Leo the Xth, and inscribed 
to him, under the title of the OoUana, That origi- 
nal CoUana has been lengthened since ; and, if I 
mbtake not, consists now of (me hnndred and tea 
volumes. 

From what I have said, you will ea^y guess, diat 
I meant to put you upon your guard ; and not to let 
your fancy be daaled, and your taste OMTUpted, by 
the concetti, the quietnesses, and folse thougbtSv 
which are too much the characteristics of tiie Italian 
and Spanish authors. I Uiink you are in no. great 
danger, as your taste has been formed upoD tiie best 
ancient models, the Greek and Latin authors of tiw 
best ages, who indulge themselves in none of the 
puerilities I have hinted at. I think I may say, with 
trath, that true wit, sound taste, and good sense, 
are now, as H were, engrossed by France and Eng- 
land. Your old acquaintances theGermans, I fear, 
are a little below them ; and your new acquaintances 
the Italians are a great deal too much above them. 
The former, I doubt, crawl a little ; the latter, I am 
sure, very often fly out of sight. 

I ^^ommended to you, a good many years ago, 
and I believe you then read. La Mmniere dt biem 
Penter dmu ta Oumraga cf EtgnrU, pmr U Pere 
Bouhourts and I think it is veiy well worth yew 
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roailinc ^C*^» i^^v tbat yoo can judge of it better. 
I do not know any book that contiibates more to 
form « trtie taste ; and you find tiiere, into the bar. 
gain* the most celebrated passages both of the an- 
cients and the modern^, which refresh yonr memory, 
with what yon have formerly read in them separate- 
ly. It is followed by a book mach of the same 
•ise, by the same author, intitled Suite dm Ptmits 

To do jtisUee to the beet English and Drench an* 
tfaors» they have not given into that fslse taste; they 
sdlow no thoughts tn be good, that are not jost, and 
founded upon truth. The age of Louto XIV. was 
very like the Augustan ; Bolleau, MoUere, la Fon> 
taine, Racine, Ut. established the true, and exposed 
the folse taste. The reign of king Charles IT. (meri> 
torions in no other mpect) banished (Use taste out 
of &igland, and proscribed puns, quibbles, acroettcs* 
Arc. Since that, folse wit has renewed its attacks, 
and endeavoured to recover its lost empire, both la 
England and France, but without success ; though, I 
must say, with more success in ftance than in Engw 
land; Addiston, Pope, and Swift, having vigorously 
defteded the rights of good sense; which is more 
than can be said of their contemporary French au- 
tiwrs, who have of late bad a great tendency to le 
f»uifbriUant, U ntghtamntt et FentorHUement. 
And liord Roscoomon would be more in the right 
now, than be was then, in saying, that 

The English bullion of one sterKng line. 
Drawn to French Wire, would through whole 
pages shine. 

Lose no. time, my dear child, t conjure you, in 
fbrming your taste, yoof manners, your mind, your 
every thing : you have but two years time to do it 
ka ; fbr, wlAitever ybu are, to a certain degree, at 
twenty, yon will 1>e, mote or less; all the rest of 
^ur lifo; ' Bfay f tHe « long and happy one ! ^ "' - 

Digitized by Google 



178 l6ri> CBBBrBKsmLsys 

LETTER CCJfVni. 

Londofh BOruary 91, O. S, 1750. 
KY DEAR FRIEND, 
TF Ihe ItBliuk of your letter to Lady Cbesterfield 
^ WM all your owa» I am very well aatisfied vitii 
the progreM whith yoa have made in that laogoage 
in 80 slMMt a time; according to that gradation, yon 
viU in a very little time more be matter of it. Except 
at the Flrench embaaaadoc't, I believe you hear only 
Italian Ipoken; for the Italiant apeak veiy littlo 
itenob, and that little, generally very ill. The 
^Vencb an even with them, and generally apeak It»> 
lianatill; for I never knew a Frenchman in my life 
who could prononaee ihe ItaliaaiO^ ci, otgt,gi. 
Tour desire of pleating the Roman ladiet will of 
ceurae give you not only tiie desire, but the mepn^ 
of tpeakingto them«l^(antly in their own Inaugage. 
The Princeta Borgfaete, I am told,'Bpeakt French 
botii ill and unwillingly ; and therefore you thould 
make a merit to her of your application to her lan- 
guage. . She it, by a kind of pretcriptimi (a longer 
than the would probably with), at the head of tlie 
temiiMNidtfatRome; and can conaequenfly eau^ 
bUah or deatroy a young follow'a fathsonabfe ehara^ 
tei. U%hedecl9x^him9mabaeeU§giadro,€iilima 
will think higi 90, or atleatt thote who do not 
will not dare to tay to. There are jm every great 
town some audi women, wfaote rank, beauty, and 
^tuoe, have contpired to place them at the head 
of the fosbion. They have geno^y been gallant, 
but within certain decent beondt. Thrir gallantriet 
have taught, both ^lem and their admirect, good- 
breeding : without which they could keep up no 
dignity, but wouhl be viliied by thote. veiy^g«Ua» 
triet which put tl^rm in vogue. ^It it- with thgie 
women, at with minittert and fo«»uritet.at coutti$ 
tiiey decide uponikthion and charactert, at thete do 
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on fortunes and preferments. Fey peiUcnlar comt» 
therefore, vberaver yon are, to these female sove- 
reigns of the 6c<ta<«n<mde.- their recommendation 4s 
a passport threap all the realms of politeness. But 
then, remember that they req^pire minute, officious 
attentions. Yon should, if possible, guess at, and 
anticipate, all tlieir little fancies and indinatbaat 
make yourself fomiiiarly and domesticaUy oaeful 
to diem, by offering yourself for all tiieir Uttle ooai« 
uisaions, and asristing in doing the honours of tiieir 
booses, and enterii^ with seeming unction into all 
their little grienmces, bustles, end views ; for they 
•re always busy. If yon are once ften Jlecofo at tfaa 
Palano Borghese, you will soon be in fashion at 
Borne ; and being in fiuhion will soon fissbkon you % 
for tbmt is what yon must now think of very ■Mi>' 
riottsly. 

I am soriy that there Is no good daneittg*master at 
Bene,' to foim yoor exterior air and carriage, whidi 
I doubt are not yet the genteelest in the world; 
But yOo may, and I hope yoo wiU, in the meall 
time, observe the air and carriage of those who am 
reckoned to have the beat, and form your own upon 
them. Ease, gracefulness, and dignity, compose 
the air and address of aman of fashion ; which is a» 
vnHke the affocted attitudes and motions of a ptHi 
mttUre, as it is to the avkward, negligent, clumpy, 
«nd slouching manner of a booliy. 

I am extremely pleased with the account Mrk 
Hart* has given me of the allotment of your time at 
Bome. Those five hours every morning, which yott 
employ in serious studies with Mr. Harte, are laid 
out with great-Interest,- and will make you rich aU 
the rest of your life. I do not look upon the snbso* 
qiient morafnf houn, which you pass with your c^ 
emvni, tobeiUdisposadof; there is a kind of con- 
neaion between tiram ; and your evening diversions 
in -good company -areK in their way, as usefoland neb 
cessary. Tbiai»thoway for you to banre both weight 
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Vid lustre in tb« world ; and Khu it |1m ol^ct whkk 
I always had in view in your education. 

Adieu, my Mend ! go on and prosper. 

Mr. Orevenkbp has jnst received Mr* Uarte*s iet> 
terof thelQtb, N.S. 



LETTER CCXIX. 

Limdcn, MarthB, 0.& 1750. 

YOU NO as you are, I hope you are in baste t* 
^ive; by living, I mean living with lustre and 
honour to yourself, with ntility to society; doing 
what may. deserve to be written, or writing what 
may deserve to be read: I should wish both. Those 
who consider life in that light will not idly lavish 
•ne moment. The present moments are the only 
ones we are sure of, and as such the roost valu^le ; 
but yours are doubly so, at your age ; for the cre- 
dit, the dignity, the comfort, and the pleasure, of 
nU your future mmnents, d^iend upon the use you 
nake of your present ones. 

I am extremely satined with your present man* 
ner of em(^ying your time ; but will you always 
emjdoy it as well ? I am fisr from meaning alwaya 
In the same way; but I mean as well in proportioD^ 
IntheeariatioaoMrageandcireumstances. You now 
study five boon every morning ; I neither suppose 
l!hat you will* nor desire that yon ahonkl, do so far 
the rest of your Ufe. Both business and pleasure 
will justly and equally break in upon those Immus. 
But then will you always employ the leisoretiMty 
leave you in useful studies I If you have bot an 
hour, will you improve that hour, instead of idhnf 
St away ? VOiile you have sueh a fHend and moni- 
tor with you as Mr. Harte^ I am sure yea wall. BUC 
suppose that business and situations should; in six 
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•r M^wn mootbt, call Mr. Harte Mraf ffom lou ; ' 
tell me truly, vbat may I expect and defieaii upoa 
. from yon, when left to yourself? May I be sure 
tbak you will employ soma part of every day* iu add- 
ing something to thai stock of knowledge which he 
will have left you ? v May I hope that you will allot 
one hoar in the week to the care of your own af- 
fairs, to keep them in tiiat order and method which 
erery prudent man does? Bnt, above all, may I b« 
convinced that your pleasures, whatever they may 
be, will be c(»fiaed within Iha circle of good compa- 
ny and people of fa^ion ? Those pleasures I re* 
commend to yon : I will prooM^ lihem, I wtU pay 
far tiran ; but I iirill neither pay for, nor suffer^ thtt 
uiUiecomiag, disgrac^«l» and degiading pleasure* 
(they cannot be called pleasures) of kw and profli- 
gate company. I confiDss» the pleasures of high life 
are not always stricUy philosophical i andlbelieva 
a stoic would blame my indulgenca: but I am yet 
noatoic, though turned of fiva-and'ftfty; and I am 
apt to thii^c that yon are rather lest so, at eighteen. 
Tbepleaenree of the table* among people of the first 
fashion, may indeed som eti mes , by accident, nm 
into excesses ; but they will never sink into a conti- 
nned course of gluttony and drunkenness. The gal- 
lantry of high life, though not strictly justifiable* 
carries, at lee«t# no eBtemal marks of InfiEmy about 
it. KeitbMT the heart, nor the constitntion, is cor- 
nspted t^ it; tteitttar nose nor cha r acte r lost by it ; 
mannars peisihly improved. Play, in good compa* 
ny, is only plagr* end not gaming; not deep, and coo* 
aeqneally not dangenoes, nor dishonourable. It is 
eely the iatech«€ts of other amusements. 
• ThiH I am ewre, is not talking to you like an old 
maa^ piongb it is taUui^ to you like an old friend : 
ibeaeera net hani cenditiena to. ask of you. I am 
certain you have sanie enough to know how reason- 
aUe they are e« my part, how advantageous they 
atfefe yeen; but have you resolution enough to 
l^rfonn them i Can yon withstood the examplet* 
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«nd the invitotioDs, of the profligate, and thdr ioiii^ 
mouf missionariei ? for I have known many a yoosf 
follow seduced by a mmwoaiae honU, that made hkn 
ashamed to refuse. These are resolntions which 
yon mast form, and steadily execate for yoorself, 
whenever you lose the friendly care and asibtance 
of your Mentor, In the mean time, make a greedy^ 
nse of him ; exhaost him, if you «an, of all Ui 
knowledge; and get the projrfief s mantle firom him, 
before he is taken away himself. 

Ton seem to like ftome. HowdoyovgoontlMre? 
Are yon ^got into the inside of tiiat extraordinary go- 
vernment? Has yonr abbate foggini discovered 
many of those mysteries to you i Have yon made 
an acquaintance with some eminent Jeenits? I know 
no people in the world more inttmctive. ToawoalA 
do very well to take one or two such sort of peo|^ 
home with yoo to dinner every day: it would f 
only a little nUitatra and macarofd the more; and 
a three or four hours conversation de iuUe prodooei 
a thousand usefid informations, which short meet- 
ings and snatches at third places do not admit of} 
and many of those gentlemen are by^io means un* 
willing to dine gratis. Whenever you meet with a 
man eminent in any way, feed him, and feed upon 
him at the same time; it will not only improve yon» 
but give you a reputation of knowledge^ and of kwr^ 
ing it in others. 

I have been lately infenned of an Italian be ak , 
which I brieve may be of nse to youy and wldeh, I 
dare say» you may get at Rome, written by one Ak* 
berti, about fourscore or a hundred yeataago^ a thiok 
quarto. It is a classical description of Italy; from 
Whence, I am assured,, that Mr. AddiKm# to save 
himself trouble, has teken most of- his mnarii^ and 
classical references. I am told, that k ia an tmotl 
lent book for a traveller in ital^. • • 

What Italian bookshave yoa read, or aieyo«Ti«d- 
ing? Afiosto, Ihope, isoiifro<tbcm» I^apfd|F 
younelf diligeaUy to Italian ; it ia so easy & Ian* 
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giiage, that, tp^feking it conttanUy, uul reading it 
often, mutt, in six mouths more, make you perfectly 
master of it : in vbich case yon will never forget it; 
ibr ve only forget those things of which we know 
butUttle. 

Bat above all thii^s» to all diat yoo learn, to all 
that yon say, and to all that yon do, remember to 
join the Grocer. All is imperfect witliout them ; 
with them, every thing is . at least tolerable. No> 
thing could hurt me more than to find you unattend- 
ed by them. How cruelly should I be shocked, if, 
•t our first meeting, you should present yourself to 
me without them ! Invoke them, and sacrifice to 
them every moment: they are always kind where 
they are assiduously courted. For God's sake aim 
M perfection in every thing : ' Nil actum reputans si 
quid superesset agendum.* Adieu. Yours, most 
tenderly. 



LETTER COXX. 

London, March IQ, O. ^9. 1750. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
ACKNOWLEDGE your last letter of the«4th 



I 



February, N* S. In return for jour earthquake, 
I can tell yon that we have had here more than our 
•bare of earthquakes ; for we had two very strong 
ones in eightpand>twenty days. They really do too 
much honour to our cold climate: in your warm on* 
they are compensated by favours from the sun, which 
we do not enjoy. 

I did not think' that the present pope was a sort 
ot man, to build seven modem little chapels at the 
expeace of so respectable a piece of antiquity as the 
CoUiseum. However, let his holiness*s taste of 
viri^ be ever so bad, pray get somebody to present 
you to him, before you leave Rome ; and, witliout 
heskfttion, Juss his sUpper, or whatever else the dti- 
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qutite of that toort r eq uk c » » iWoiddlmvvytmsee 
ali tbose ceremonies; and I presame that jou are by 
this time ready enough at Italian to ttn^l«r»ttfnd and 
answer U Santo Padrt in that language. I hope, 
too, that you have acquired address, and usage 
enough of the world, to be presented to any body, 
without embarrassment or disapprobatiaai. If tiutt is 
not yet quite perfect, as I cannot suppose that it te 
entirely, custom will improve it daily, and habit at 
last complete it. I have for some time told you, 
that the great difficulties are pretty well conquered. 
Tou have acguired knowledge, which is the princ^ 
pium etfbru; but you have now a variety of lessor 
things to attend to, which collectively make one 
great and important object. Ton easily guess that 
I mean die graces, the air, address, politeness, and, 
in short, the whole toumure and agrimetu of a 
man of fashion : so many little tilings conspire to 
form that toumure, that, though separately they 
seem too insignificant to mention, yet aggregately 
they are too material (for me, who think for you 
down to the very lowest things) to omit. Foria- 
stance ; do you use yourself to carve, eat, and drink, 
genteelly, and wi^ ease? do yon take care to walk, 
sit, stand, and present yourself, gracefully? are you 
sufficiently upon your guard against awkward atll- 
tttdes, and illiberal, i]l*bred, and disgvsting habits; 
such as scratching yourself, putting your fingers la 
your mouth, nose, and ears? tricks always acquired 
. at schools, often too much neglected aftenrards ; 
but, however, extremely ill-bred and nanseona: for 
t do not conceive that any man has a right to c4dii- 
bit in company any one excrement more than an- 
other. Do you dress well, and think a little of the 
brillant in your person ? Tliat too is necessary, be- ' 
cause it is prioenant. Do you aim at easy, eng^^ng^ 
but at the same time, civil or respectful manners, ae- 
cording to the company yon are in? These, and a 
thousund other things, which you will observe in 
people of fashion, better than I can describe them. 
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•re tibtfAuteAj necessary fbr every mun ; bot still 
vaton for you, than fimr almost any man living. The 
sbowishy the 'shining, the engaging parts of die 
character of n fine gentleman should (considering 
your destination) be the prindpai objecu of your 



When yon return here,. I am apt to tUnlc that yon 
wni find something better to do, than to run to Mr. 
Osborne's at Gray's Inn, to picic up scarce books. 
Buy good books, and read them : the best books are 
the commonest, and the last editions are always the 
best, if the editors are not blockheads ; ^r they may 
pr<^t of the former. But ti^e care not to under- 
stand editions and title-pages too well. It always 
smells of pedantry, and not always of learning. 
Whsftcurioiis books I have (they are indeed but few) 
shall be at your service. I have some of the Old 
Callana, and the Machiavel of 1550. Beware of the 
hibHomanU, 

In the midst of tither your studies, or your plea- 
sures, pray never lose view of the object of your de- 
stimition: I mean, the politioal aflPairs of Europe. 
Follow tiiem politically, chronologicany, and geo- 
graphic^ly, through the news-papers, and trace up 
the facts which you meetwith there, to their soureee; 
as for example: consult the treaties of ^eustodC and 
Abo, with regard to the disputes which you read of 
every day in the public papov, between Russia and 
Sweden. For the affdrs of Italy, whidi are reported 
to be the objects of present negotiations, recur to 
the quadruple alliance of the year I7I8, and follow 
them down tiurough thHr several variations to the 
treaty of Aixla^hapelte, 1748; in which (by the 
bye) you will find the very diflferent tenures by which 
tiie infoot Don PhiHp, your namesake, holds Parrnn 
and Plneentia. Consult also the emperor Charles 
tho Shith's act of cession of the kingdom of Naples 
and Sicily, in 1736. The succession to the Ung. 
doms of Naples and SicUy being a point, which, upon 
the denth of the present king of Spain, U Ukely to 
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oceastoa some disputes, do not loee the thread of 
these matters ; which is carried on with great eate^ 
hat, if once broken, is resumed with diAonlty. 

Pray tell Mr. Harte, that I have sent his packet to 
Baron FIrmian, bj Count Einsiedlea, who Is fooe 
from hence this day to German^, and passes through 
Vienna in his way to Italy, where he is in hopes of 
crossing upon yon somewhere or ether. Adieu, my 
dear Ariend !— XofTi;, Xa^rts. 



LETTER CCXXI. 

London, Metrch 89, 0. 5. 1750. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, * 
OU are now, I suppose, at Naples, in a new 



Y 



scene of oirCi^ enmining all the curiosities of 
Herculanenm, watching the eruptions of Mount Vc^ 
suvius, and surv^ng the magnificent churches and 
public buildings by which Naples is distinguished. 
You h«re a court there into the bargain, which I 
hope you frequent and attend to. Polite manners, 
a ^ersatittty of mind, a complaisance even to eoe* 
Diiea, and the voUo mHoUo with xii» fcntiari itrtHi, 
are only to be learned at courts ; and must be well 
learned by whoever would either shine or thrive in 
them. Though they do not change the natuve, they 
smooth and soften the manners of mankind. Vigi- 
lance, dexterity, and flexibUity, supply the plaoe of 
natui^ forca; and it is the ablest mind, not the 
strongest body, that prevails there. Monsieur and 
Madame Fogliani will, I am sure, show you all th« 
politeness of courts ; for I know no better4>red peo» 
pie ttian they are. Domesticate yourself there while 
you Stay at Naples, and Uy aside the Bnglish cold* 
acss and formality. You have also a letter to Comt« 
Maboay, whoae house I bqpe you freqventt m itis 
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the resort of tbe best pompony. HU snst«r, M«dame 
Bulkeley, is now here, and had I known of your go- 
ing so soon to Naples* I would have got jou» e* 
mbundanti, a letter from her^o ber brother. The 
conversation of the moderns in the evening is full as 
necessary for you, as that of tlie ancients in the 
morning. 

You would do well, while you are at Ks^les* to 
read some very short history of that kingdom. It 
has had grejit variety of masters, and has occasioned 
many wars; the general history of which will enable 
you to ask many proper questions, and^to receive 
useful informations in return. Inquire into the man- 
ner and form 'of that government ; for constitution 
it has none, being an absolute one ; but the most ab- 
■olute governments have certain customs and forms, 
which are more or less observed by their respective 
tTraats. In China it is the fashion for the emperors, 
absolute as they are, to govern with justice aud 
equity ; as in the other oriental monarchies it is the 
«iisC0m to govern by violence and cruelty* The 
king of France, as absolute in fact as any of tliem, is 
by custom only more gentle; for I know of no consti* 
tational bar to his will. England is now the only 
mnaarchy in the world that can properly be said to 
have a constitution ; for the people's rights «id li* 
berties are secured by law*. I cannot reckon Swo' 
doo and Poland to be monarchies; those two kings 
having little more to say than the doge at Venhre. 
I do not presume to say any thing of the constitu- 
tk» of the empire to yoo, who are * jurisperitorum 
Oenaaalcorom focile princeps.^ 

When yon write to me, which, by the way, you 
S9 pretty seldom, t^l mo rather wliom you see, than 
urhat you see* Inform me of your evwuog traB»p 
SM^tiona and acquaintances ; where, and how, you pass 
your evenings ; what English people you meet with, 
•nd a hint of tlieir character! ; what people of learur 
iog you have made acquaintance with ; and, if you 
Will triisi me witlt so important an affair,. what keiit 
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peution iuflames yoo. I interest myself most iii 
what porsonally concerns you most ; and this is a 
very critical year in your life. To talk like a vir- 
tuoso, yoor canvas is, I tliink, a good one, and Ra- 
phael Hetrte has drawn the outlines admirably ; no- 
thing is now wanting but the colouring of Titian, 
and the graces, the morbidezza of Guido ; but that 
is a great deal. Yon must get them soon, or you 
will never get them at all. ' Per la lingua Italiana ' 
•ono sicuro ch' ella n*d adesso profiessore, a segno 
tale ch' io non ardisca dirfe altrft cosa in queUa lin- 
gua se non. Addio.* 



LETTER CCXXII. 

landm, AprU 26, 0. S. 1750. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

A 8 your journey to Paris appfoacbes, and as that 
***■ period will, one way or other, be of infinite con- 
sequence to you, my letters will henceforwards be 
principally calculated for that meridian. You will 
be left there to your own discretion, instead of Mr. 
Harte*8 ; and you will allow me, I am sure, to dis- 
trust a little the discretion of eighteen. Yon will 
ind in tiie academy a number of young fellows much 
less discreet than yourself. These will allbe yoar 
acquaintances; but look about yon first and Inquire 
into their respective characters, before you form any 
connections among them; and, caterii pttribu9, 
single out tbpse of the most considerable rank and 
ftonily. Show them a distinguishing attention ; by 
which means you will get into their respecti^ 
houses, and keep the best company. All tboM 
JiVench young fellows are excessively Itowrrfis .• be 
upon your guard against scrapes and quarrels : bav* 
no pleasantries with them, no ieux de mtOm, no 
coups dc ckambrUre, wUeh frequentljr bring mi 
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iiaarrels. Be as livelj m they, if you please, but 
at the same time be a little wiser than they. As to 
letters, yon will find most of them ignonmt: do not 
reproach them with that ignorance, nor make them 
feel your superiority. It is not their fault ; they are 
all ^red up for the army: but, on the otiier hand, 
do not allow their ignorance andidieuess to break 
in .upon those morning hours which you may be able 
to allot to your se-rious studies. 14 o breakfsstingn 
with them, which consume a great deal of time ; but 
tell them (not magisterially and sententioasly) that 
yoo will read, two or three hours in the morning, 
and that, for the rest of the day, you are very much 
at their service. Though, by Uie way, I hope you 
will keep wiser company in the evenings. 

I must insist upon your new going to what is 
called the English coffee-house at Paris, which it 
the resort of all tiie scrub English, and also of tha 
fugitive and attainted Scotch and Irish : party quar- 
rels, and drunken squabbles, are very frequent there ; 
and I do not know a more degrading place in all 
Paris. Coffee-houses and taverns are by no means 
creditable at Paris, fie cautiously upon your guard 
against the infinite number of fine-dressed and fine- 
spoken chevalien dPinduKtrie and aunhtritrtf 
which swarm at Paris; and keep every body civilly 
at arm's length, of whose real character or rank you 
are not previously informed. 'Monsieur le Comte ot 
Jtfonsieur le Chevalier, in a handsome laced coat, tt 
trta mi», accosts you at the play, or some other 
public place ; he conceives, at first sight, an infinite 
regard for you ; he sees that you are a stranger of 
the first distinction ; he offers you his services, and 
wishes nothing more ardently than to contribute, 
as far as may be in his liitle power, to procure you 
Ut agrimens de ParU. He is acquainted with some 
Jadies of condition, 'qui pref^reut une petite sod^t^ 
agr^able, et des petits soupers amiablcs d* honn^tes 
ffpis, au tumulte et i la dissipation de Paris ;' and 
hf wi})» wiUi the greatest pleasjire ima^nable, have 
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the honour of introdttdng you to these lidies of <itn* 
Hty. Well, if yott were to accept of this kind offer, 
*nd go with liim, yon woutd fiud au traisieme ft 
handsome and painted p— — d strumpet, in a tamiidi- 
ed silver or gold second-hand robe; playing a 8bam> 
■party at cards for livres, Urith three or four sharpers, 
well dressed enough, and dignified by the dUe of 
inarquis, comte, and dievalier. The lady receives 
you* in the most polite and gradous manner, and 
witli all those compHmeru de routine which every 
^ftench woman has equally. Though she lovea r^ 
tirement, and shuns U grand monde, yet she coa- 
fissses hmelf obliged to the marquis for having pro* 
cured her so inestimaW, so accomplished an ac 
quaintance as yoursrif ; but her concern is how to 
•muse you, for she never suflfers play at her house 
for above a Uvre; if you can amuse yourself with 
that low play till supper, A la borme Heure. Ac- 
cordingly you sit down to that little play, at trUcfa 
the good company tiAes care tiiat you Aiould wlif 
Afteen or rixteen livres, which gives them an oppor- 
tunity of eelebniting both your good luck and your 
good play. Supper comes up, and a good one tt Is, 
npon die strength of your being to pay for it. ' La 
•marquise en fait les honneurs au mieux,* talks sentft- 
nents, mcBun, et morales interlarded with ei^fovSS' 
fnent, and accompanied widi some oblique ogles^ 
*whid) bid you not despair in time. After supper, 
pharaon, lansquenet or qninae, happen accidentally 
to be mentioned: the chevalier proposes playing at 
one of them for half an hour: die marquise exclaims 
i^ainst it, and vows she will not suffer it, but is at 
last prevailed upon, by being assured * que ce ne 
. eera que pour des riens.* Then the wished4br mo- 
ment b come, the operation b^ins : you are dkeat> 
ed, at best, of all die money in your pocket, and if 
you stay late, very probably robbed of your watch 
and snuff-box, possibly murdered for greater secuii* 
ty. Thi%, I can assure you, is not exaggerated, but 
a literal description of what happens every day to 
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•ome raw and inezperienced ttianger at Paris. , Ke- 
member to receiye all these civil gentlemen, who 
take SQch a fancy to you at first sight, very coldly; 
and take care always to be prevtoosly engaged, 
whatever party tliey propose to yom Yoo may bap- 
pen sometimes in very grea^ and good companies to 
meet with some dextrous gentlemen, who may be 
very desirous, and also very sure, to win yonr mo- 
ney, if they can but engagd you to play with them. 
Therefore lay it down as an invariable rale never to 
play with men, but only with women of fashion, at 
low i^ay, or with women and men mixed. But at 
the seme time, whenever you are aslMd to play 
deeper than you would, do not refuse it gravely and 
sententiously, alleging the folly of staking what 
would be very inconvenient to one to lose, agiunst 
what one does not want to win ; but parry those in. 
Titetions huliciously, wt en badinant. Say that, if 
you were ^ore to lose, you might possibly play, but 
that, as you may'as well win, you dread * Tembar- 
ras des richesaesy' .ever since you have seen what an 
incumbranee they were to poor Harlequin, and thet 
therefore you are deiennined never to venture the 
winning above two louis a day : this sort of light tri- 
fling way of declining invitations to vice and folly ie 
more becoming yoor age, and at the same time more 
effectual, than grave philosophical reftisals. A 
young fellow who seems to have no will of bis 
own, and who does every thing that is asked of him, 
is called a very good-natured, but at the same time 
is thought a very sUly young fellow. Act wisely, 
upon solid principles, and from true motives; but 
keep them to yourself, and never talk sententiously. 
When you are Invited to drink, say you wish yoa 
could, but that so little makes you both drunk and 
sick, * que le jen ne vaut pas la chandelle.' 

Pray show greatattention, and make your court, to 
Monsieur de la Ou^rini^fe ; he b well with Prince 
CSiarles, and many people of the first distinction at 
Paris : his cummendatiou will ndic your character 
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Ihere, aot to motion thatiiis fftvoar will be of me 
to you in the academy itself. FoT'tfae reasons whidi 
I mentioned to you in my last, I would liave you be 
tntertteia the academy for the first six months ; but 
after that, I promise you that you shall haive lodg- 
ings of your own daM$ un heUl garni, if in- the 
mean time I hear well of you, and that you iraquent 
and are esteemed in the best Freni;h cMBpanies. 
You want nothing noiw, thank God, but exterior ad* 
vantages, that last polish, thi^ toumuredu monde, 
and ^ese graces, whidi are so necessary to' adoni 
and give e&eaey to the most solid merit. They are 
only to be acquired in toe best companies, and bet- 
ter in' the best French companies than in any other. 
You will not want opportumties, for I shall send 
you letters toat will CAtablish you in the moat di* 
stioguished companies, not only of the beau numdci 
but of the beaux eaprUi too. pedicate, therefore, 
I beg of you, that whole year to your own advan- 
tage, and final improvement ; and do not be divert 
ed from toose objects by idle dissipations, low se- 
duction, or bad example. After that year, do what- 
ever you please ; I will interfere no longer in your 
conduct ; for I am sure boto you and I shall be aaf« 
then. Adieu. 



LETTER CCXXm. 

Lmian, 4prU 30, O. S, 1750. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

IIJ'R. Harte, who in all his letters gives you some 
^*- dash of panegyric, told me in. his last a thing 
that pleases me extremely ; which was, that at Rome 
you had consUntly preferred the established Italian 
assemblies to the English conventicles, set up againit 
them by dissenting English ladies. That show* 
senses and that you know what you are sent abroad 
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• fcr. It is of mvehiiiors coaMqiMBce to know the>' 
M0Mt. m mit orm m hamdmum thm thettrfto. Pr*j 
coBtiBiie this jodieioiu eondvct ^vfaeverer yon go, 
etpecl«Uy at Biuia, wlwrei iastMd of ttrirty, yoa 
^iriU §mA above three hiudnd Engliih, herdiof'uige* 
tber, MMl convvniof with no one JRreneh body. 

Tlie lUb of let MilonU JngMt i» regnlarly,or If 
9Mi will inegnlariy, tbis : Atioon m they rise* which 
li very late, they braakfaat together, to the ntltr 
loaa of two good morning boon. Itan they go by * 
edaehlUa to thePalaia, the lavalides, and Notre- 
Dome; from thence to the EngUth coffeeJsonse,- 
where th^ mdie np tbeir taver»|>arty for dinnart: 
tma dinner* w)iere they drink quick, they aiUoam 
in dosteis to tiie piay» where they crowd up the< 
atnge, drest np in ▼cry &ie dotiiea^ipvry ill mode by 
nfleotch or Irish tailor. fVom the play to the ta* 
▼eni again, where they get very dmnk, and where 
they either qoarrel among themselves, or sally forth, 
oonunit some riot in the streets, and are taken np 
by the watch. Those who do not speak French be- 
fore they go, are sore to learn none there. Their 
tonder vows are addressed to their Irish Uundres^ 
unless by chance some itinerant Englishwoman, 
eloped from her husband, or her creditors, defrauds 
her of them. Thus they retem home,' -more petu* 
lent, but not more infonned, than when they left it ^ 
and show, as they think, their improvement, 1>y<if« 
fectedly both speaking and dressingio broken flreneh* 

Hnnc ttt, itonofie, eaveto* * - -'^ 

Connect yourself, while yon are in France, en«> 
tirely with the French; improve yourself with the 
old, divert yourself with the young ; cobform cheers 
fully to their customs, even to their Uttie foUies, 
but not to their vices. Do not, however, jnmon-' 
•tratoor preach against them; for remonstrances do 
not suit witi» your age. In French companies in go^ 
neral yon will not find much, learning, theiefow 
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ttto liwi «1 1» lii^irfiili y tmn imjhair fttacs. Tm^ 

fkmty. OwM il itf fit Iww i ng a M c fa H y r*** •»■ 
ifffweit JJwtlw ■■■pniy ^4e»jWMif%W|g,4>r|ir 

Tom «i^ tiw rtoaiht, J iiamil fa pt M e a in g omriUiag. 
MM, AOsfaM^^till MM* koMPto^te tiMsk Bwy *# 
]!«p «eaUgF bav», owl^iritti Ae «14ittoMd mcvH of 
modMtyiatoithsfiniglii lA mm wIm talks of,.«r 
wwnhiQiMit btotgwm </b W ii MM ,i » m Wo m i h eii w t i , 
orif b«li«rad,aMNbl>lMie4e irh M Mw, <t mm <riH> 
cfinoails vitli mmIi «ftM«appM«dl «a Immwimm 
tk«>hei»M» « iMl h ki rum f rtiw i oe^Mp ffw tWa g ff f ■h im 
«tiiun. i(lMJMt«o^itiia»a««»orieMQiBg;-tf b« 
i4feat»4o 8li<Mr4t, it iR<^«rtlooc(l, mm! be it i M to a 

•doriruipMapiia^ hMiiaftM«PM<i»it«pfM»«iuit 

In mOir ^M ^ 4ie is5>ra<ioMMeA a pedM*, BmI 
Merit of an J •kind, ''iikiMt, ma poMtt<liit Miad $* 
k wiB Jm diKoooved, waA notfaing M» dopracittte k, 
iMtt aoMtfa anhiMtHiff it kiMaelf. It may aat al4Mj» 
btrc^afidedM k-oagbt; buti^oH atarayalMilHKmtt. 
l^a vriH ingmBesal find tha iraaian ia «be hmm 
momde at Paris moMbMtrttcMd^haii tte a^en, ^who 
Mebned up Migly for tbe army, and throva intoH 
attavehwor tUrtaeatyaan oM : -but thm tbat sort 
•foliicatioa, MbiobBabaaJtbaMigMraotof booba, 
^»M tbMn A gMatiuiairl«Kl«»of t^ 4r«>ld,ao easy' 
id da ea a^ aadyo li l o i in a nn a r a* 

I^hion is more tyrannical at Paris than in any 
Other place inttfMMQskl : 4t ^wrM «*en more ' ab- 
solutely than their king, which is saying a great 
«Ml. iBbaleutiMrolt Against it is pwrithod by ptfo- 
aatfiptian. You'miistobserTe and conform to aU ih« 
MiwutfcBof it, if yoo^will be In fashion there yonr- 
«alf; and if yov are ^oot in fashion, yon an nobody. 
Qettborefore, at all ovents, into the company of tbaoo 
man MaA-m omew qut dotmemtlt^ns ami though aA 
im yott sboald boadmittad upon tbat abteingtbeo- 
tMOBlyos tkpmmmnnuta, fti#st, -persevere, and 
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^ta win 8O0D hftie » fwt ghrtti ytta. Titke greM 
car* atHt to tell in one con|mny iHiat you see o# 
kearfai Mdcher^ tnaeh lest to divert the present cem- 
pwiy at fheextieme of «be last; bat let discretion 
and secrecy be ttnewn parta of yoor chaneteir. They 
wfll eanry you mtoeh fiinhM', and modi safer, than 
BOTe tfaisri^ taltotsv B« npenr ydwr guard aga&nM 
qmanwls avffliris: honoof is exuemely nice there^ 
tiiongh Che' atoeiting of it Is exceedingly penal. 
Aerafere < paint de Maavtates plabtatsries, peinf 
«fo jenx de oudn, et potnt d» railterie piqoante/ 
- VMiais «bepilace in the world where, if yon pleasi^ 
yen ^nay the best imite the tceile and the dutce* 
Sven your pleasvres will be year iAprotemebts, If 
j4n take them ^th the people of the place, and ia 
M^h life. FMm what yon have hitherto done every 
where ^se^ I httre jnst feason to beHeve, that yoo 
tHil do «^rery thing ^ou ought at Paris. Redienib«r 
that IV is your decisive moment: whatever yoo do 
tinre witl be known to thousands here; and your 
cbaractBrthere, whatever it is, will get before yon 
Uther. Ton will meet with it at London. May yon 
end tbotb have reason to rejoice at that meeUngr 
Adieu. 



lETTElt CCXXIV. 

Limdon, Uay 8, 0. 3: irMu 
' T0X BEAR FRIEIiD, 

AT yenr age the love of pleasures is extremely na^ 
tural, and the ei^yment of them not unbecom. 
lag; but the dianger at your age, is, mistaking the 
^ect, and vstttag out wrong in the pursuit. The? 
character of a man of pleasure daaales young eyes'; 
they do not see their way to it distinctly, and fkll 
into vice and proMgacy. I remember a strong In- 
atance of this a great many years ago. A young fel- 
low, detrained to sbtoe as a«iattOf pleasure, was r 
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15|!6 LORB CHBSTB&flBLD^ 

tk9 plaj called the LiberHm de$trojf€d, • traula* 
tion of le fMin de Pierre of MoHem't. He was m 
iferack with wliat lie iliOQghttbe fine diaracterof 
the UbertiQe. that he awore he wowld be the Libei^ 
tine demtroytd. Some fnends asked Urn, whetb^ 
he had not belter eonteat btmself wUhbeingoalythft 
ttbeitiae, without betas dei(r<>ytd t to whkh he mm- 
swerod with great warmth* < No ; for that befng d» 
stroyed was the perfection of the whoie.* This, e^. 
trov^aot aa it seems in thb light, is really the cash 
of many an onfortonate young fUlow, who, rafit^ 
vated by the name of pleasures, rashes indiscfillit. 
nately, and without taste, into them all, and is fina^ 
ly 4eiiroyed. I am net stoically advisiofr, nor paiw 
sonically preaching to yon, to be a stoic at yonr age;, 
fiu- from it : I 'am pointing out to you tiie puhs to 
pleasures, and am endeavouring only to qukhea 
and heighten them <or you. Ei\joy pleasures, bu*t 
l^them be your own, and then you will taste them: 
but adopt none ; trust to Nature for genuioa ones.. 
The pleasures that .you would feel, yon must tent^;. 
the man who gires himself up to all, feels none sen.. 
^Uy. Sardaaapal'us, 1 am convincMsd, aeverin faia 
life felt any. lliose only wlio join serious oceup«> 
tions with pleasures, feel either as tiiey should do. 
Alcibiades, though addicted to the moat riiamefhl 
excesses, gave some time to phitosophy, and soom 
to business. Julius CsBsar joined business with plei^ 
sure so properly, that thejnmutually assisted each . 
other; and though he was the husband of all th^ 
wives at Rome, he found time to b^ one* of th« Mat 
sotoolars, almost the best orator, and absohitely'^te 
best general tliere. An uninterrupted lifo of plfa> 
sure is as insipid as contemptible. Soma hours c^vea 
every day to serious business, must whet botii tfa« 
mind and the senses, to enjoy tiMse of pleasure* A 
surfeited glutton, an emaciated set, and an ener- 
vated, jotten whore«master, never anjtry the plea. 
sures to which they devote themselves ; tiiey are 
only so man/ humaH' sacrifices to fotse gods. TIm 
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LETTERS TO HIS SON. l^T 

pltittures^f low life are all of thb roistakeh, merely 
tensnalV^ttd disgraceful nature; vhereas those of 
Mf^ life, .att^A in good company (though possibly in 
themselTe* not more nunrHl), are more dellcate» more 
refined, ' Less dangeroos, and lets disgraceful; and, 
in the conuhon coarse of things, not reckoned dis- 
graceful at all. In short, pleasure most not, nay 
cannot, be the business of a man of sense and diar 
racter; but It may be, and is, his relief, his reward. 
It is particularly so with regard to the women, who 
hare the utmost contempt for those men, that, har- 
ing no character nor consideration witii their owii 
•ex, fiirolonsly pass their whole time in ru€Ue»y and 
at toiUttei. They look upon tUera a* their lumber, 
and remove them whenever they ran get better fur* 
nitujie. Women choose their favourites more by the 
«ar than by any other of their senses, or even their 
tmderstandiogs. The man whom they hear the most 
commended by the men^ will always be the best re- 
cdred by them. Such a conquest flatters their vtr 
nity, and vdmity is their universid, if not their 
strongest passion. A distinguished shining charac- 
ter Is irresistible with them ; they crowd to, nay, 
Ihoy even quarrel for the danger, in hopes of the 
triumph : tiiough by the way (to use a vulgar ez* 
pressiou) she who conquers only ca|cha a Tartar, 
and becomes the slave of her captive. * Mais c'esc 
leur affaire.' Divide jour time between useful oc- 
cupations and elegant pleasures. The morning 
seems to belong to study, business, or serious con- 
versations with men of Learning and figure ; not that 
I exclude an occanooal hour at atoiUtte, From sit- 
ting down to dinner, the proper business of the day 
is pleasure, unless real bn^nes^ which must uever 
t>e postponed for pleasure, happen accidentally to 
interfere. In good company, tiie pleasures of the 
table are always carried to a certain point of deli- 
caey and gratification, but never to excess and riot. 
Plays, operas, balls, suppers, gay conversations in 
poUte ud efaeerftel companies, properly conclude 
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t9B LORD €HEST&Rfl£Mys 

|^{« evenings ; iK>t to mention the tender Jo9k« th«t 
you, may direct, and the sighs that you ms^ offer, 
9poa these several occasionst to some propitioof 
•r unpropitious female deity whose character and 
manners will neitUex disfrace nor corrupt yours, 
ibis is the life of a man of real sense and pleasure ; 
»nd by this distribution of your time, and choice of 
your pleasures, you will be. equally 4)ttaliCted for th^ 
^y, or the beau moitde. You see i apB i>ot t^sLd, 
und do not require that you and I sliould be of the 
same age. What X say to you, therefore, should 
]|ave the more weight, as coming from a friend, not 
ft fother, But low company, and their loyf vioet, 
their indecent riots, and profligacy, I meYer wiU 
bear, nor forgive. 

I have lately receivetj two volumes of tivatlses, i^ 
Oerman and Latin, from Hawkins, with yo«r (M-den» 
imder your own hand, to take care of tbera for yottj 
wtliich orders I shall most dutifully and punctually 
obey, and they wait for you in my library, together 
wi^ your great collection of rare beoks, which yoor 
mamma sent me upon removii^ frojn her old house, 

I hope you not only keep up, but improve in your 
German, for it will be of great use to you when yoa 
conie into business, and the more so, as you wUl b^ 
almost tbe only Snglishman who either can spe^ or 
understand it. Pray speak it coMtantly to all Oer* 
mans, wherever you meet them, aod you will meet 
multitudes of them at Paris. Is Italian now beoomt 
easy and famiUar to you? Can jon speak it wifeb 
the same fluency that you can speak German ? You 
cannot conceive what an advantage it will give yoa 
in n^otiations, to possess Italian, German, and 
French perfectly, so as to understand all the fbr«9 
and jCnesie of those three languages. If two mea 
of equal talents negotiate together, he who best OQr 
derstands the language in which the negotMtkm i« 
carried on, will infallibly get the better of the othtr. 
The signification and force of one single wold is Qfla« 
«f great eoate^tteaceiti m tTMty, iiribravi |»» ii«iW{ 
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' ltaflMMb«rlli«frtt0ff^<(M'iritkMtthe»4iRi>iii- 



L£tT£R CCXXV, 

irr OSAIt FAIfiND. 

"Y^OUR apprenticMtiip is near ou^ mod yon an 
'■ •00a to set up for yoursolf : thai i^f^proacbkig 
•aomentis a critical one for you, and aa anxious one 
,for ma. A tradesman who would racceed in his 
way, mast begia by estaUisbtug a character of iato- 
> Critjr aad food maaacrs : without tbe^naWf aobo. 
d J will go to his shop at all } without the latter, vo- 
body will go there twice* This rule does aot exclude 
the £ur aru of trade. He may sell his goods at the 
l»est price be caa, withia cartaia boaads. He nuf 
avail huDself of the humour, the whims, aod the 
ftmtastical tastes of lus customers { but what he war* 
raats to be good ntust be really so, what he sc^iott^ 
aaseris oiust be true, or his frst firaudulent profiDi 
wiU sooa end ia a baakniptey« It is the same ia 
iiifher life, aad la the great busiaess of the world. 
A maa who does aot solidly establish, aad really d»> 
«erTe» a character of tmth, |»otaity, food mauBen^ 
aad good morals, at his first settiaf out ia the worUU 
mM in^oee, aad shiac like a meteor for a very abort 
tum^ bat will very sooa vaaisb, aad be eattag uish^d 
with coatampt. People easily pardon in yoaag mem 
the comaioBktegalarltl^ of the senses} buttheyd* 
-aot fonglTe the least vice of the heart. The heait 
■AVer grows better bf age; I (iMr rulher worse; al- 
ways harder. A yovng liar will be aaold oaet 9ad 
a yoiuig kaave will only be a greater hnavo as ha 
CfawaaMeTt B«t8b«oldabadyoaagheart,aoceai- 
$9miU with a good heiMl (which, by tli»w«y, ivery 
4Mldom liUiM c«M^4!taUjr f«fiMift te a oMTa advMMtd 
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«ge, ftom • coBtciovsMM of its folly, Mir«U«iof 
hia guilt ; such a conversion would only be ttiooglK 
prudendal and political, but never sincere. I bop* 
in God, and I verily believe, that you want no moral 
virtue. But the possession of all the moral virtoeiy 
in actu primo, as the l(^cians call it, b not sulK- 
dent; you roust have them in actu tcettndotoot 
nay, that is not snffident neither; yon moat have 
the reputation of them also. Your character in the 
world must be built upon that solid foundation, or 
it will soon fell, and upon your own head. Ton csa- 
Dot, therefore, be too careful, too nice, too Bcrupa- 
Ions, in estabHthing this character at fifst, vpoa 
which your whole depends. Let no convenetioi^ 
no example, no fashicm, no bon moi, no siUj desire 
of seemtaf to be above wliat moat knaves and man j 
fools call prejudices, ever tempt yon to avow, exte- 
nuate, or laugh at, the least breach of morality ; but 
show upon ail oeoasions, and take all oceasioBt to 
show, a detestation and abhorrence of it. Hiere^ 
though young, you ought to be strict; and there 
only, while young, it becomes you to be atrict and 
aevere. But there too, spare the perwns, while yon 
laah Che crimes. All this relatek, as yon easily 
judge, to the viees of the heart, such aa lying, iraad, 
envy, malice, detraction, to:, and I do not extend 
it to the little frailties of yoath, flowing from high 
apifita, and warm blood. It would ill become you, 
M your age, to declaim against, and sententioosly 
c enau re, a gaUantry, an accidental excess of th^e- 
Ue, a frolic, an inadvertency: no, keep aa free fnm. 
'them yoerself as yon can; but say nothing againit 
them in others. They certainly mend by time, oftea 
by reason ; end a man*s woildly character ia not af- 
fscted by them, provided it be pure in other respects. 
' Te come now to a point of much less, bat yet ef 
irery 'greet- cooseqaeucei at your lint aettiof onft. 
-Be extrem^y upon yonr guard against vanity, the 
common failing of unexperienced youtb; but parH. 
culariy agalttft that kind of vanity, that dubs e maa 
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•' ct^eombx i* «h«rwter VMdh once aequired U more 
Itt^elMe thaa th«»*f dw priesthood. It ii not to 
te IdMgiiied by lioirmetiy dtfferent waye Taidty dfk 
iMts iti omi ^w^^oeet^ Otm men decides peremi^ 
toNly ttfon' every eabject, betrays lib fgnonmce 
ii|wa miuiy, '4m»A 4M»we * disgutting preeumptieft, 
apoii the n»t^ '■ AMiher deskeeto e{>|»eer tuceesefiil. 
«*M»tt)iei«roineDi ttehtoteet'the eneoongement 
te bee teccfttfiM ftttoviboee of tiM meet diMingnislW 
ad realrMd tmmji «^ taittmetis « perticaUr con- 
Bcvion with some one : if it is true, it is tlBgei^siroves . 
if false, it is infemons : but io either case he destroys 
the repatation he wants to get. Some flatter their, 
VMiity, by tittle extraneous Ejects, which have no^ 
the least relation to themselves; such as being de^ 
Mended fttoni, related to, or ecquainted with, peo* . 
]^e of distinguished merit, 4»iid eminent c^iaraict^rs. 
They talk perpetually of tlieir grandfather suchnt-^ 
4MUi, thdr Oncle such-a>One, and their intimate frieqd; •. 
Ht, ft<iob4ip«tte, with Wfadom; possibly they are bar4^ i 
iy Mqikaliited. But admitang it all to be as tb^-^ 
inkttld haVe it, wfatft then? Hav« they the more roe> 
MClbr these ^^^tfc) Certainly not. On the con- ; 
«r«ry, their taking' up adventitious, proves their 
^Nmntefitttrlhsic, merit; a ribh maxxnever.bonrow*. . 
^tMte* this' rule for granted, as a neTer-4iiiling eae-^ . , 
ttlMt yen me^t never seem to affect the character In 
%Meli yott< have « mind to shine. Modesty is the .. 
^Mdy suite Mt, when yxm angle for praise. The df* • . 
Metatfen of courage wfti make even a brave maA^i 
)>asc einly for a bully ; as tlie affectatioh of wit will . 
iRSfte'a man of parts past for a coxcomb. By tiiis 
Modesty, I do net niean timidity, aad awkwwdv 
MMiTulness. On the contrary, be inward^ Arm 
(Slid steady ; know your own vidne, whatever it may 
he, ahd act upon that principle i but take great care > 
to \H b6t>ody discover thlit ybu do knowyovr owtt> 
^rnlite. ^Whatever real merit you have, other people 
wHt discovert and people altra^s magnify their own ^ 
4iseoveriee, •• Um^ lessen titoeedfoaiers. 
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$09 lOItD CSBflTBAHSUys 

Foe 0<KlVMke r»f cive tU thete tbioft J t ri t ail y 
1b ^nr thonghu, before yoo Uonch ootJiloBe intf 
th^ fx:6«A of Paris. Recollect the obseryejtioBf thet 
^om bave younelf in«4e upon m an kind , cono^px* 
«od connect tbem with isy instractkmt, aod. ti^ 
^ct •ystematically end c^pseqnentiaUjr.froai tbooit; 
not aujour la Joumit, Lay your little fdan Jio^ 
which yon will hereafter^atend and improve \>f 
joor ownobaervatiMma* and by the advice of tbo« 
who can nevermeao to miaiead yoo; I mean» Mrw 
Harte and viyaelf. 



LETTER CCXXVI. 

London, Maj^ U, O. S. IT^O- 

MT DEAR rRIE:ND, 

T RECEIVED yesterday^ yoar letter .ofilhe 7tb, 
^ N. 8. from Kaples, to which place I find 9«a 
have travelled, classically, critically, and da vir- 
tuoao, Yoo did right } for whatever is worth aciriag 
at all, is worth seeing wellt and better than moat 
people see it. It is a poor and frivoloos ntvm, 
wh«) any thing curious is talked of, that one baa 
seen, to say, ' I saw it, but really I did not mncb 
mind it.' Why did t)i(By go to see it, if they would 
not mind it ? or why would they not mind it whea 
they saw it ? Kow you ar# at Naples you pass p«rt 
of your time there ' en honn^ homme, da g|Fb«to 
^vali^r%' in. the court, and the best compM^ea. I 
am told that stranger^ are received with the utmost 

hospitality at Prince. ; *que lui il fait boQna 

ch^e, etquemadame laprincesse.donne ch^re ^m- 
t|4rei mais q^e sa chair .4rst plus i(|}ie hac^i^^)* 
Wortifi^ mdme/ which, in plain EM>i»U. mr^^ 
that she is not only tender, but rot^n. If t^dsbe 
true, as i am pretty sure it is,.nne^ay say to. Uerin 
a literal sense, * juvenuoique prodis, pubtifacni^' 
Mr. Harte info^nf me that yoy up^^oO^jim 
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laih^OQiiipparel; « joang feHow thooM b« so, 
teptedalljr abromd, where fine clothes are so generd- 
iy die ft^Uoii. Next to their being fine, tfaejr should 
bis wdl made, and worn earily; for • man is only 
-tfie less genteel for a fine coat, if In wearing it 1ft 
shows a regard for it, and is not as easy in it as if It 
%ere a |»laln one. 

* I thank yon for your dbfftwihg, which I am impa- 
tient to see, *nd which f shall hang op in a new 
faHery that I am bmlding at Blaekheath, and very 
fond of; bnt I am still more impatleiit for another 
copy, iHdch I wonder I haiTe not yet received ; I 
mean the copy of yoor countenance. I bellere, 
were that a whole length, it woold still fkll a good 
deal short of the dimensions of the drawing after 
DomenidAno, wUeh you sa/is about eight feet hi^h ; 
and I take yon, as well as myself, to be of th^ (k- 
nily of the PieoolomM, Kr. Bathurst tells me, 
that b« thinks you rathor taller than I am ; if so, 
you may very possibly get up to five feet eight 
Inches, wliich I would compound for, thoiigh I 
irottld wish yon five feet ten. Tn truth, what* do ' I 
not wfsh yon, that has a tendency to pofscUon? ' I 
^y a tendency only, for absolute perfection i^ ibt 
in human nature, so that ft would be idle to wish ft. 
But I am very willing to compound for your comlAg 
aeare/ to perfection tiian the generality of your edof 
' teroporartea : without a compliment to yon, I tMhk 
^u bid feir forthat. Mr. Harte affirms (and, if it 
wer^MBsbtttit with fab character, would I belieVe 
• aweer) that yon have no vices of the heart; you have 
Widoubtedlya'stock both of ancient and modem 
learning wMeh, I wiU veatnre to say, nobody of 
your age has, and whidi must now d^y increase, 
do wlMifyon will. What then do you waat towakds 
tiMit practleiMii degree of perfee tto n whidi I wish 
yo« ? Koddng but the knowledge, the tera, ahd 
the maaMrs, of the world $ I mean the ftftnk Montie. 
T h eee tt is I mp e aslb ie tkt you can yetliave quite 
viglK: HMf-mt nor gl««% tlMy nMnt be lee>^ 
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Bvt t^en^ on liic •tbn haad* ittoHnnnwJMfiwt !• 
acquke them, if one hat * mind to them ; for.lbey 
are acqoired insentibly* hy l^oepiBg good compony* 
if on^ ha* bqt the leajit at^nfcioD to their cha«ii9tflf» 
and manners. Everj man becoroea* to a cer|ta|n di^K 
^ree, vbat the peopla lie genendly converaet wiik 
are. He catchea their air, their manners, and eveai 
their wajr of thinkingi If \^ obs^srvcs with atDen* 
tion, be will catoh them »o^ j hot if he does no^ 
he ifill at long run contract them insenaimy. Iknow 
nothing in the world ,bat |»oqtr]F that is not to be ac- 
quired by application and care. Thf suatotalof 
this is a very comfbrtaMe ono.for y^n, as it plajinly 
iunounti lo this, in yonr favour ; that yoja now wan^ 
nothing but what even yoor pl^nrea, if they are tti> 
beral ones, will teach yoa# l^congratnlatebothyofi 
and myself upon your b^g M» inch a sitoatioo, Ihi^ 
ezceptiug your ener^bes, n^tfiing b no«! wanting 
bnt pleasures to oompletie yon. Take them* but (a* 
J am sure yon will) ifrikh peopte of the first fashiop 
|rl\frever yon are, and thf bnainfss is done. ^ Yoiir 
^xerdses at Paris, whidi I am snao yen will at^an^ 
{o, wiU snppU and fsshioii yo^r body; and (hf eomp 
pany yon witt keep there "tnXU with aapM degree of 
observation on your paft^ aoon give yon the air, ad- 
dros, manners, ia short* Utim^tUkammctmh 
pagnie. Let not those <^amidera(tiona». howovaib 
^oafca you vain» they are o^ly bailee* yon niid ami 
bu^as they are very comfc^tablo ooea, they may 
instly give yo« » manly aaaoMHoet » finapeap, ja 
steadiness, without which m man. can neither ba 
well-bred, or in any ligh( appfnr W advantage^ or 
feally what he is.^ Tbey m^iy Justly reaaove «U tiaai- 
dity, awkward bash^iUMi^ low di«d^MSl of Ane'f 
falf, and a^ean abje^^Aomplaiaance to evaiT «ic««3r 
^dy*| opinian. IioBrnyveaaySk verylrvlyf^oftvo 
▼ant 4ans ea monde^ ^ eo ^(ue I'on- v««| mloir i* it 
UnHght principle to pi^OoMd npa»>in<lho«!MMb 
Ukingcare only ^o guard •galBKth* n p f^ n mt m 
and oirtwaid symplan» ^M^t^ r Y— n i w la mm 
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f ■ ■■> fevntapou the cm^m^y^.k—^ltHtkm 
tetwe. I |i*ve laid jron in van^j of the beai, M 
JPftrl*, where,' at your arrivaU fon wUi find a ctktpf 
«f kMttn, to vary differaot fortaoif people* as ieottjr 
^tprii$, sf^9tmt»f H UUt$ damn* 'X)if»«» if yo« 
WiU frai|ajeiit tbevi* will forgo yon, aot^Mily by their 
«ian<|jilea, Imi ItyUeir advice asdiulipooitiom i> f«V 
«»te» as Ibave desarad tliem to ih»: vmmI co|ifequM%> 
ly tdd to wipt yon bave, the only one thang nov 
liWdWl* . , » / 

• Pr^ tell ae whet itaUan hoelie you havevi>ead» 
Md wbvther thatlaof«ai«ia now berwaiing ^uailhir 
to yott. Read Arioato mA Taeao thnwgb* and tbea 
9iMi.iriU haire read aU tbo ItaUan yo«t9 wlp^ ia my 
«piaien^ are tMftb raading. I» aM oveq|8« whes 
50« get to Parts, take a good Italia* iMster to Mod 
Italian with you three times a wc^ ; not wly At 
keep what you ha've already, which you would oth«r- 
wise forget, batalso to perfect you ia the rest. It 
is a great pleasure, as well as a great advantage^ to 
be able to speak to people of dl daiioos, aad wellt 
la tiidbr owa language* Aim at perfection in every 
tfateg, ttoagb in mat tidags^ is u natt ai n able ; how- 
ever, they who aim at it, and persevere, will come 
xofftcYk nearer to itp than those whose laxiness and de> 
s p abdaac y make them «ive it up as uiMMtteiMibl^b 
' Magais tamcn eccidit aasis,* is a degree of pmisb 
which will alwa|ra,allend« aohle aad ^bininrtfmfr 
ffilgr* and amnch halter aigPtlA* trouag feUow. tha» 
< aerpere humi, totas «imiiim timid«s«ie proceUiStt' 
Ver men, as well aa women. 



-heratobecoRtroU'd, 



Stoo^ to theibnrMd #nd the.bold. 

A aum wha iiett out io the woddwith real timidity 
aad diiiiisat^ has notjm equal chNif n in it; hewiU 
tULd ia sa oag s d , fat bf , or trampled ajpoa* Bat to 
f ewai^ ajiaa^ sapa rl s U y.a yovng oae» shoi|ld h«vo 
i^Mdidirepldity) with. 
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^«itMl^titta4€kt9,w»A teeming dima^acft, Htemtitt 
tmtdesilji but reMhitely, ttwert his <»ilni rtgbts uMl 
ptWilagM. aicattte*' 4n iriodo, hut J&HUet' fif r«; 
116 vhottld tittle *fr sppcrebt ftnakness ted openaei*, 
but ivtth ia^rd «aattoa wttd doMaeo. AU ' ihMe 
tbiags will ooihe to yoir by freqaeatiaf *ad obsenriag 
gdorficoaipaay. Aad by godd compaay, I neai ttat 
•ort of -ooiB^Miy; irfaieh Is cfttlcfd good compaarby 
wmf^o&f^ die' plflito. WlMi «]t ^lit it over, ire 
Aall meet ; mad thea we will tattk over, tii&Mtt^ 
the VariOttS littltf AofoMag strokes, wMeli oowrena. 
tioaABdjioqiiftiBtaBeeoee«loBaIly«iiggiBst,«adwMi;ii 
taaftot be roethodleeiHy wiittea. 
* TeM Mr^Harte that Thaw ficeived Ms two lettart 
of the «d aad 6t«i» K. S. wtiieh, aaaooa as 1 have 
Moeiveda «hird» IwUI anrver. Adle«,'my dew! I 
«kid yowwiU do. 



... . . tETTEB, CCXXVII. . 

' London, JmmS,0»S.Vf 50* 

MY DEAB. FRIEND, 

T HAVE reeetved your pktare, which I have long 
"■ WMted for witli impatieaeet I waated to see yonr 
eoaateaanee, from wbeaee I am very apt. as I believe 
most peofMe are, to foMk sOBie geaend opiaioB of the 
mind. If the paintctr has taken you as well as he 
has doaa Mr.Harte (for his pictare is by far the most 
like I ever saw in my life), I draw good condasiaBS 
from yoar coanteaance^ wUbh has both spirit awl 
Jinesae in it. In bulk yo« are pratty weH increased 
siace 1 saw you ; if yonr height is aot iacreased in 
l^roporttoB, I desire that y«a will aaalMliiste to cm** 
plete it. SerioBsly, i believe tint yoar exerdsea 
at Fsris will make yon shoot ap to a good siae- yo«r 
l«gs, byallaceoont, aeewtopremisait. Drntef 
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in • very Uttle vh»W »• *^ aaadv»»»»« ^^ 

ITf weight witbmetotlm^T^^sy^wiU acq»»re 
lul Wrench tournurt bo soon, ^"^ .. ^ p»r^, u 

toa htue Kw****^*** •" _ii received^ •» *•* . 

^t *hem.elv^ or be well re .^ ^^^^ ^^ 

^ch cownwue* ; and, n • P'^^jy^vioft ever keep 

^^SoB.thoBgheveijFreB^^ B«fc 

U^re than, wapeaed «]. '"S;! and .d«»RWQtl» 
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VIM tab toiroMi^«wf» tMHh ol' ir«ara« ««i acM^,a» 
•wcljfcas timiAky, and rtittdMrB of MnHjIf. Iflife 
Moks duKtlie iplMa 'not, tomfty atptad.apMi It te 
%{R not, ^plMM. Bttti wkfa pMfMr ■■ <i n » mi§ «• 
fitmti and « itegw •f ptHrmm^otu Hkttthm^km, lb 
41 HiiMiik cMtBia 4h«t be MU. How oMRiy |imi4» 
doefct w a l atB t # iU t wtty-mimmt wl»» wM» v«»y «tob 

««Nin ]p««<tty l^f «iaily ky Mag M^^Alse, «MWt. 
yhiiig» iifcd yar ^ wfariagt ItoyNiMI Mbeiio dMiil 
ftoto aum or^KMiiui'; 4lii l ettk i *« Ao'^dc 4 i>i B 5to Ptg» 
«hfMt »ttp«l««i »iri«» lor>«hik«, tt»y nttf/ tbey 
Mulrg««gai%iitt« oiM ttawl la U« |iiw«i»mv4Mfe. 

tetety»'«ttaUtitt'iMii» Mil; «iUi yMr pmm-^ttt 

mod'gttodferowt^nUyJ I* %ttttai«« ftii«M» Mi|»> 
|)OMd) ii«|jbhi$ S» flMftf effietMl; «r i > m i tf iil» fkim 
m i^ood, though cdncMtod ^ptiOw^HMtf* selA i 
firm reMkittdfl, "kuA >*«' nft^ttoted p m ^ ttt kt e^, 
KonelMit'fluulmeii dCteMpt tmpoMiMUtitfs ; and 
'«rtiht»v«rt»>poMlNe, it'«M way or ttMlher tot%« 
^fottghC about: If one mothoi Mfe^ trjr «Dbtf«Br» 
Md ittk your methods to tho «lk«riolw« :^ lMf« to 
<iowith. A«Ch«tr«M]ro#tiiePytetteeo^iMACibb 
diiml Mamopfa Md Don Louto do Hut» c«««lMMd; 
'dww riaile do* VliiMMift>* dM latttv c«n«ed'^oiM 
yory imy>t t«n > p ote ts %y hW t o i rt li n t ibdiooatftoK 



The^««dlM»bod atttheltaliHitWtckylHldlMi 
poUene*; IMH lotdt, OH tike fipoaUh 'vMegm oiid 
leiiMbMMDeBt. tkf (foiuc-whish tb« oardiaftl'liiid 
Mtatt >M hewt #«», to himiertN« M4«tliMUIhnoAV«r 
th« Friaci» of Coadd/ Ms im(Aacal>le enemy j iMitlid 
4ra8 In Imrte t^feduekide, ^a imfMdetkC t«^n>ttli«^ 
coarc, where abMUc^ls aNho^ dtogeMHii.' Boil 
Lottli oNeiSred iStAa, aod never faUed at erery 
eonfneace to bring the aAiir«f the Prince of Cottdd 
«Vaa«irM|v(i. Hwaitdiaalftriomf tttfatoaii 
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LVmWA TO HB 8dy. t09 

«vt« to CrMt apDo it: Doo LmU, with the Mme 
mmg/^rwM, at cMMtaatly perntted, till he at latt 
prevailed, coMrary to the intentions and the interest 
both of the eaitUMl and of bis court. Senee most 
distinfvish between what is impossible, and what is 
•nlgr diAettIt ; and spirit a»d perseverance will get 
the better of the latter. Every nan is to be had eae 
way or another, and every woman almost any way. 
I most not omit one thing, wMdi is pravlooftly ne- 
eess^ to tfiis* and indeed to every thtof elA, 
wMch is attention, a llejdbiMty of attenOon, aev^ 
to be whoHy e ngr oss ed by any past or ftMure object, 
bot instantly directed to the present one, belt whnt 
itwUl. Aa absent man ean make but fBwebaerva» 
Hens, and those wiU be disjointed amd impMfbet 
ones, as haif the cireumstancea niMt aeces s artly 
escape hfan. He can porsne nottoiBg steadUy, b^ 
cause Us abs e nces make him lose his way* They 
are very disagreeable, and hardly to be tolerated, in 
old age; bat in youtti they cannot be forgiven. If 
yon find that you have tSie least tewttney to thens 
pray watch yovrself very eareftiUy, and you may 
prevent them now; but if yon let them grow into a 
liabit» you will tod it very diAonlt to eurethem 
hereafUr; and a worse distemper I do not know. 

I beard with great satbfhction the other day, ftom 
one who has been hdsly at Borne, that nobody was 
better reeefeved in the best eompanies than yourself 
The same thing, I daresay, will happen to you at 
Paris, where they are particalarly kind to all 
•tranters who will be civil to tbean aud show a 
desire of pleasing. But they must be tattered a 
little, not only by words, but by m seeming prelbr- 
uueo given to their country, their maaners, and their 
CMSlmns; whleh is but a very paaU price to pay far 
• very good reception. Were 1 in AMca, 1 would 
pay it to a uegfoliMias good-will. Adieu. 
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^ Lo&D ^mMmmwauxs 



j-fittfiR ccxxvnt. 

Limdont JtmA 11, O. A 17lt. 

irr i)j;ar Ji^tUNib, 

THE preadeat Mooteftqoiea (whom you will U M- 
quainted wi«h ai Puw> after having laid dow% 
i» )»• book iler£qprtt dcf £«te, the natare ai»4 
priociplst of the three diffecent kindaof govenvBMB^ 
vis. thedeneeratieal, Oie naooarchical, «»dtbe4«> 
vpolBfl, Ireale of the educaUoa aeceMaiy for eaqh r0. 
■peetivofom. His chapter spoil the e«lAaitM» !«•- 
Mr for the moaerehMMO, I thought worth traii»eril»- 
lag, and sending to yon. Yon will obsenre that the 
monarchy whkh he hue in hU eye is France. 

• Go n*esi point daoi lee maisoas pnhli^iies •% 
Ton instmit renfoace, que rem ro^olt dans las no* 
MTohies la prhmpale ^dneation ; e'ast lorsqoe Toa 
enire dans le monde que TMaeatioB en qwelque fm- 
foa coaiawnce. lA est T^cok de «b que Teo aiipelle 
Vhoaaeur, ee vaitre aniverscil, ^^A doitiierteut w»m 
ooaduire* 

CestUque roaveitetqae roneatead ta«0aor8 
dire troit choses. qa^ &ut laettm daas leaifertae 
lane eertaiae neblesse#.dane les msmrs aae certtiaa 
fraacbise, dans les meaieves uae ceriatee paUteeer* 

e la moaarcbies, the principal Ivaneb ef edacatiaa 
is not taught ia colleges, or acad ea iiet . It «a»- 
-aMttces, ia somenMasara* at our setting put ia Hit 
world} for this is the school of what we caUhoaoaft 
that pniversal p rece p t o r , which ought eveqr a h ege 
Ae be our guide. 

Here it is that we constantly hear thrqe nUee m 
maxinis, vis. That we should have a certain noUa> 
aess in our 'Virtues, a kind of frankness in our n 
end a perticttiar politeness in our befaaivioar. 
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. l<it ^fktm ^'oa M>iu. 7 m^ntw jMi|t ImvopHs 
iMtes «• %«e Von dMt,tm* wnre»« q^ oe 909 V^m.ap 
doUisoMntaie; eUe»q« kottt fM tMitct(|ai»9Wi 
«ifpeUBvor» aoc eowiUi!7e»»« que ce <|«i nomiea 



On 0*7 jvgfi pM tM actiow 4«b hommet fomaM 
htmms^ mti» ummm b«U<t; ooidiim j«4(es, oia^ 
«o«|aie ir«n4e»( coomm raiBoaiukbl«» raai* comm* 
MirwiriiniifM. I 

B^ <|ii0 FlMnMnr y ^M tr»inr«r qvelqii* cboM 
denoUe, il est <m ic jugt yA le» waA I ^l iHw Mi •m 
te MphtelB ^«i let j«*liit. 

U fOTMklftgyMlarMlor«f«^<tte«l viie Al'Mit 

<fett U vnde niton poor laqoelle kt 1 
I •& MVtv^Mnlef I 



Ift iTMHleiir 4« Fwprtt ott d* ]» grMid«ar <!«• UMr«f» 
comme dam U poUUqiM dont let fiaesMt ne Tofleii- 
tentpM. ' ' 

The vlrtoes we «« here tMiffe*, erelew wliet^M 
•«re Mr <«ben, tk«i to onfMlviet tii«y Me aM to 
MMb what draws nt tewards aa<M]r« aa whal d&- 
•tingttiibea nt fritt ow feUow-eitiMiia* 

Hei« thft acHeMof nM»are jvdffld, aot aa ida- 
MMa, b«t at ifatniag ; BDt«aJott,btttaaa'Mt| ■*< 



.Wbea ketioar bate ineelawith aay tbiiit Boble Jb 
ow tetiant* it it cither » judge *at ay yieve t tbei^ 
«K a aophiat ky wl)eih.th(7 are onMad. ,« 

It allowt of gallantrj, when united witli the idea 
di aenllic aibttkm» drwiihthstef ceaftetti tfiit 
II the laaaofn why we never aNet with to ttfiat a f«- 
«ity of aiaralt in iaaa areM t i» at in lepabliciB t*> 
Temmentt* 

It aUows of araaiag ind.e#a<V ^rbea joiaed with 
€h« BOtkia of fvoritaeat «f teal oriapartaace^ al. 
Mrt; at Ibr inttaaee» in palMH, with whet»tnflaea 
to la fiy UmmJbfk m hff aait dt 
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mM LORD CRESTEIIFIELD'S 

^ dMmd FUdeiliiClttA ^« loMqnVrtte ««tM|>aJpfo d« 
I'id^ dNfoe' gruide foruioe, et n'Mt jaiMei|ate 
sentittent d0>» propre bttsifcsse. 

> A regard des moran, Jfai dk qm r^duefctfott 6m 
monarchies doit y mettre une ceitaine fran chis e* 
Oby treutdoikcd«tii%^t^diiasleadls«>ur9. Ifab 
eit-ce paramour pour^Ue? ' Ftflnt da tout. Oa la 
irent, parca ((M'a& liomine qtii «at aceo«t«n< i la 
dire parottttre hardi eC libre. £n efiFisVvn t^ bomma 
•emhle ne diSpmtdre que 4eff dMMM, at non paa da 
fe iMtflSfe dcftit vmiucre las fe^iCw 

Cast ce qui fait qu'autabt ^oe IHMi y rai^aauB«ida 
'«^fe eipeee de friindii8e» aotattt oft y tn^pilae telle 
4hr pftaple» «(ui ti'a qua l« WritA «t laaibipHelt^ paw 
el^. - > .1 . . . i .... * 

EttAflF, redoMtloii'dwM lea menarcliies axigedaai 
les mHnieres une certaiue p<^tesae. Laa bonmea 
ni» pour^irlfre >etasenMa, seat n^ auasi poor se 
plaire; et ookd qiiita*obaerteroit pas lea Uenadancaa, 

It does not forbid adulation, but when ae pai te 
from the idea of a large fortune, and connected only 
^iWb ibe aense of -awr mean condltiear. 

WithTCgardto>«MM«la, I4iav«aA»seffved,' Aattba 
edoeatlOB af oraMrchiea aught co^admlt of • certate 
frankness and opM tairnage. Tm^/ th etefos e, iu 
eonversatioD is bai» a naeessary point. But islt'for 
tlw sake «f truth? 3y no means. Truth is requisite 
only, because aperaaa baUtuatod to vetaeityhas aa 
air of boldness and fr eedo m . And, indae<^ a man 
of thb stamp aeeoM to lay a sto«ss only owt^ things 
themselves, not oa the manner la which ttiey una i»> 



Hence it is, that in proportion aa thirkiad^ A«i^ 
IMas is commended, 4hat of the amamon people is 
despised, which has nothng hot truth and aiatotie^ 
ty for its object. 

In fina^ the educatioo of monarcfafos requires a 
eartaia politaness of behavionr. ifea^ a sacMbte aai. 
mal, is formed 4d pleaae in soeiaty ; aadapeaaaft 
that would break througia «he ndaa af daoMk^. art aa 
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LEmmS TO HIS son. SIS 

choqiuttt tovf cevx svec qui il ^jnU, se.d^erMite* 
i«it Ml point <|tt*U de v i t nd r Mt iwciif hl<r de fmiroM- 
c«o bi«iu 

Mms ce n*f8t p«s d'wna source si piuro q«e U poU> 
lewo ««p!PitMiie de tirrrson ongio«. Elle natt do 
r<mvie de se distinguer. C'est p«r orftiwil que aout 
90Pip<i% poUs.; iiAiaiAOu»j^ntwu flatt^ d*avoir des 
nufttoref qiu pfouveat que «mm»##» 40iniiur« p«s deoa 
U bw a m )i f « .ofrqa«s9iM n'evoai^i^ v^u avec cetto 
aorto d9 Aona qoo I'oa a abandoimea daos.UHis ko 

Dam les moBascbiea.U p<4U««»e eat mtmfAis^ k 
U 0Qor» ' Ua iK^Dme exocisatveqaant grand rend tous 
lea aotsea ^petita. De*Ii lea 4gMdf 4|ue Too dolfe 4 
toot,lo;nqnd9i d^i natt la pojUte»»e> qui A»Ue ao- 
tant ceox qui sent polls que ceux k I'egard de qui iU 
^•«iiIk y9nc«qjiii'^4»-fuft covapreodre iin'on est de 
la COOT, on qo'on, est digoe d*en 6tre. 

L*air de la coor consiste k quitj^r 3a giyndeor pro* 

to shock those he conversed with, would lose the 
p«WAC4|tiwiiw and beoome iiwapahfe o£ d^inf any 
iood. 

But politeness, gepecallj speaking, does not d^ 
live ita orig^na; fieom so.purip. a SiP^r^. It cises.from 
a desire «f distiagvishing ourselves* Itfii^ pride that 
rendm «* politer we are,Qj^,tered wiU^ ^fi^g ts^n 
notiee «f for a hc^awiour that ,sbqws, we ^i^ not o$ % 
iaeaa,cqnditi^ ; .and that yte have «^ been ho^ tt|» 
^P[»th tJ^oae wbpinaU agi»s,fu^«,<;o^aju(i«redastlf9i.scun^ 

PoUleaqss in nuuiarchies i& naturalized at courts 
Oaetipn9«esces»ively great renders every bodj 'Ise 
tttUe. Hence that regard which is paid to oiir felt 
l9^.«lilU^ota; heace that politeness equally pleasUig 
t» tbifsa \>3 wboa^ as to those towards whonv ^ *% 
practi^ied i because it gives .people to nndesMand, 
that a person actually belongs, or at least deiervea 
to belong, to the courts , 

, AoatH^ Vf coi)MM> ia.qaitting a n^ £ogr a.bor^w- 
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pre fKMiruM gran^Mi' MiipMBU*. Celle-«l i 
pttts iMeMs<liM»4pMiAai«Me«iAaM. ~ 

«iie certaine modeMie svperiM* qui te 
Mn, mate d«M rorgMll dinlMe KmnJUtwiniU, 4 
froporlioo de la dlitMice o4< l^ift MC de-kii 



On trouve 4 U eoiir want dM H aait i a mi de gout 6« 
. lmi€MekOMt,q«lviaBt#«B«Mge«oiitftMKlita»M- 

tMtd«la lMilcii4«4ea pliiiit*, 4e la ttmtfpUcM^ 
de U oonAukMi mime des imtaMm, qwi lonq«*flnai 
ioBt ai^iiMM f wctot txH^oort rafses. 

€*«at tvr ttfutet CM dioset que FMuealioa ae porto 
pour faire c« q«*oa app«H« FhoanAia bOBae, <|ai • 
tMitoa lea qaalUte et tdotea lea ir«rt«* qtte l*oii d«» 
inaadia datta ce go m t rnem e a t. 

U; rhMUMvr ae mMattt par-towt enm dM»««iMk 
lea £ii9ona de paoser et toatfa lea aiiiiieraa de attatir^ 
eC diiig» l i a ae lea ptiadpcat * 

Cat bonneur Uaarre fait q«e lea vertMse aont qve 

tdgtaatBeaa. Th» latter f l eaae e ihe eeaittor mow 
titan the fbrmer. It inapirea him with a certaia dla» 
cMnlol modeatif, whidi ahowa ttaelf estennOy, foot 
Whoae pride iaaeaaibly diniiiiaiMa in prtportlon to 
ita distanee froib tlie soiurceof thia freatneae. ^ 

At cQ«rt ure ihid a delicacy of taale in erery thinf , 
a delicacy arising from the constant nse of the n^ 
partlttitles of life, firom the variety, and eapeoMly 
*e aatietyof plaaanrea, finnn the maltipllcity and 
even conAuion of limcies, which, if they are font 
ja^grbtaMtf are sore of t»ring well received. 
' tbeso are the things which propeHy fell wMdtt the 
province of edncation, in orddr to fbnn wHat we caH 
n man of honour, a man possesaod of all the <|tialf« 
ties and virtues requisite in this kind of govermneot. 
Here it Is that hoooor interferes with every tiling, 
■lizing even with peopled manner of tfaitddng, and 
directing their very principlea. 
^Tb thistHih&tlcal faonovrit is owing that the vir. 
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dU f g — ie y titti e m doit jaaate noos pvMcira «•« 
•ctkm qui aoat d tih aao cc, pMot qu^aUe novea* 
4mAtimmfabU d« le forvir. 

CriUoo reftwd'MiMriinr le Doc d« AoiM, in«to 
Uoflnt4HeDnTlroUde»elMMi«ooalreliii. Aprto 
l»8nBt BMllMlMdr CImiIm ilcvr ajwit «cfk 4 toiM 
h» t oa w w u i an de Aira ■wiiiarrtr !«• Hiifiict»ots» 
|0 Vicomtm Dorto, ^ coanMadolt duM B«eroBtte, 
dirMt MiTol : -'filrerje ^'ai trowe panui les habi- 
tant et lea gens de goerre, que de beoa dtoyeoe et 
de bwwca ealdaf, et put «• boorrean ; aiatl eux et 
Boi snppll(»a votie majeaU d'eniplojer nos bras et 

taea anenlyjii^whatit pleases; it adds rules of 
Ma own imrentien ^ eve^ tbiug prescribed to «s ; 
it^Ktendi o» liat<s ow dntlea according to ks own 
Uacj, whether they proceed from religioo, poHHee^ 
etoierali^. 

TiMre is nothing so strongly inculcated in monar. 
tfhiea, by the Imts, by religion, and honour, as snb- 
miiiian to the prince's will ; but this Tery honoar 
tells ns, that the prince never oo^ fo command a 
dishoaonrable action, because Ods would render ua 
tocapaUe of senring him. 

CrUlon refnsed to assassinate the Dnke of Ovise^ 
Wt offered to -fight him. After the massacre of St. 
Bartholomew, Charfes IX. having sent orders to the 
governors in the several provinces, for tlie Hugonots 
to be mnidered. Viscount Dort, who commnnded at 
Bayonae, wrote thus to the Icing: ' Sire, among the 
inhabitants of this town, and yoar majesty's troops, 
I oo«ld net ind so imieh as oneexeciMioMr; they 
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courage fegftrdteit sae ildietii canme vne cfaoM iai> 
powibie. 

II n'y arien que ThoiiDenr pratoriv* ptM 44* no- 
blesse, que de senrir le prinee 4 1» gaeoM. BaeAst* 
e*esk 1* profttsloa «iistiag«te, pevee q«e ms h >ee ffi i , 
8e» Micc^ et aes malhean mime, coadttiMDt A U 
grandeur. Meis en irapoeent eette loi, Mu n n en r 
vent eu Atre rerl>Ure» et s'U se tronve clioqn^ il 
esige ou pennet qu*on ae ratira cbei soi* 

11 veut qu*on puisse iudiff^remment eepirar wuc 
emplois ou les refuser; il tient cette liberty an dee- 
tot de la fortune mtoie. 

L'boaneur a done ses regies snprtoiea» et T^ducn- 
tkm eat oblig^ de s*y oonformer. Lea prtncipelea 
aont, qu*il nous est bien penpis de fidre caa de notre 
fortune, mais qtt*U nous eat souveraioemeiit d^fianda 
d'en faire aocun de notre vie. 

La secQode est, que lorsque nous avont ^ uub 

are honest citisens and brave soldiers. We jointly, 
tberefbre, beseech yonr majeat:F to co mm and aor 
arms and lives in things tliat are practicable.' Tbit 
great and generous soul looked upon a bate actkm 
as a tiling impossible. 

There is nothing that honour more atrougly recom- 
menda to the nobilitj, than to aerve their priana in 
a military capacity. And indeed thu b their favaar- 
Ufi profeaaion, because its dangers, iu succeaa, and 
even iU miscarriagea, a^e the road to grandeuTk Tet 
this veryjaw of its own makii^ honour dioosas tm 
explain ; and in case of any aflfront* it requires ar 
permits us to ^tire. 

It io«asts also, that we should be at liberty eitber 
to seek or to reject employmenU ; a liberty vbicli it 
prefers even to an ample fortune. Honour, Lberv 
fore, has iu supreme laws, to which education, ia 
obliged to conform. The chief of these are, that wa 
are permitted to set a value upon our forione, but 
are absolutely forbidden to aet any upon oariivea. 
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. M» • i^MSitt *tkiiM M'ttffii^, nMi§ >fafr detoBS lien Aire 
pi »««IRrir qvi ^eme ▼oir qne imos »»tis tenons infi6- 
rievffs It ce ran^ mtoie. 

i < Za ttiiiilttrae, qnrtes ehdMS qfae I*lH)nnetir dtfend, 
•ont plus rigoureusement defradues, lorsque les loix 
fie «oi>ediireAt p<Hat ft im fresUire; et que celles 
ifi^il eMil* feoiit |>lits fonemeniexig^y lorsque les 
Mx ae les detnandent pas. 

Though our goveroment differs considerablj from 
tiic French, inasmuch as we have fixed laws, and 
c6nstitutlonal harriers, for the security of our liber- 
ties and properties ; yet the president s observations 
1 i ' ^"^v near as true in England as in France. 
Tliough mouarchies may differ a good deal, king* 
differ very little. Those who are absolute, desire to 
continue so^ and tliose who are not, endeavour to 
become so ; heuce the same maxims and manners 
almost in all courts : voluptuousness and profusion 
encouraged ; the one, to Sink the people into indo- 
lence; the other, into poverty, consequently into 
dependency. The court is called the world here, as 
well as at Paris { and nothing more is meant, by say- 
ing that a roan knows the world, than that he knows 
courts. In nil courts you must expect to meet with 
coDoexions without friendship, enmities without ha* 
tred, honour without virtue, appearances saved and 
realities sacrificed } good manners, with bad morals; 
mid all yii^e and virtue so disguised, that whoever 

The secopdi is, that when we are raised to a post 
ir prefenne'nt, we should never do or permit any 
thing which may seem to imply that we look upon 
ourselves as inferior to the rank we hold. . 

The third is, that thoae things, which honoor fbr- 
Uds, are more rigorously forbidden, when the laws 
do not concur in the prohibition ; and those it com- 
mands are more strongly insisted upon, when they 
ba^ypen not to be commanded by law. 

Mr. l^en^i TranMlatUm. 
VOL. II. L 
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bu onljp MMoned iipwiybocli wmOd kiMv- ttcitiier 
when htfint mat th«u at court. It is veil that jr<m 
should know the map of that countrj, that wliea 
you come to travel in it, you may do it with greifter 
safety. 

From all this, ypu will of younelf duw thiaobvi- 
pus conclusion. That you are, in truth, bii$.aow go» 
ing to the great and important nsboolt ttie wotW^ito 
which Westminsttr and Leipsig were only the Uttie 
preparatory schools, a^ Mary-le-bone, Wandsor, &c. 
nre to them. What yoo have alreaily acquired win 
•nly pH«e you in the second form of this new school. 
Instead of the first. Bat if you intend, as I suppose 
you do, to get into the shell, you have very different 
things' to learn from Latin and Greek; and whicli re- 
^uiVe much more sagacity aud attention, dian those 
two dead languages : tbie language ot pbre and sim^ 
pie nature ; the language of nature vari6as]y^ modi- 
fled, and corrupted by. passions, prejudice^ anclhii- 
Irits f the language df simulatiou and dissimulation^ 
very hard, but very necessary to decipher. Homer 
has not half so many, nor'so 'difficuH dialects, as the 
great book of the school you are now goibg to. Obr 
serve therefore progressively, aad with tlie greatest 
attention, what the best scholars In the form imme^ 
diately above you do, and so on, till you get intQ 
the shell yourself. Adieu. 

Pray tell Mr. Harte, thaf I have received bU Tetter 
of the 87th May, K . S. and that I advise hini never 
to take the English news-writers literallv, who never 
yet inserted any t>ne thing quite right.^ I have both 
his patent add mandamus, in both wMcK he is Wal- 
ter, let the newspapers call hlto'what they please^. 
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lETTER CCXXIX. 

London, July 9, O. A 1750. 
,' lltr DEAR FJCIIEND, 

IftHOUIiD Bot d«terve that app«ll«Hon in return 
from yiMf r if I did not freely and explioltly ioibrm 
3«ii-o^evary4omgiMe defect, which I may eUh«r 
liMrol^««speet, or at say Hme discover in you. 
-1!fe«i»trfaoiiti thocomvnoD coursa of the world will 
«aU thflMselvRa your friends, or whiain, tccordtn; to 
«l»oommo8 MMaoiis of frietadsh^ you may possibly 
;tb«ik 8ttcb> wtti never tell you of yottr faults, stUi 
tela of yeor weaknesses.. But, on tive contrary, mere 
deaireus to nake you their friend^ than to prove 
tfaemselvea youra, they will flatter both, and in truth, 
pot be sorryfor ^tlier. Interiorly, xnoet peppte en- 
^ tfae ittieriodty of their best friends. The nseful 
Mid easentiat partof fnendiihipr to yon, is reserved 
singly iea- Mr. Harte and aayeeif; our relations to 
you atand pvie, and onsuspeeted of all privateviews. 
Id wtiatevcr iMaay to you, we can ba\«e no interest 
bot youn. We can have no eompetitton, no jealousy, 
BO secret envy or malignity. We are, therefore, au- 
thorised to represent, advise, and remonstrate; and 
jonr reason must fceil joa that you ought to attend 
•tv and taeiieve vs. 

-. i.am credibly informed, that there is still a coasi- 
derahie. hitth or babble in your enunciation; and 
that- when yoo-spcak fast, yen sometimes speak un- 
intelligibly. I have formerly and frequently laid 
my thoughts before yon so fully upon tins subject, 
that I can say nothing new upon it now. I must, 
tkertsfore, only repeat, tfai^ your whole depends 
«pon it.' 7our trade is to speak welU bodi in pub- 
lic and" private. The manner of your speaking is. 
full as important as the matter/ as liove people have 
Mrs to be tickM, thab osderataadiaBa.to >ttdge. 
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Be your productions ever so good, thej will btt of 
no use, if jou stifle and strangle them in their birth. 
The best composHloosof CorelU, if ill executed, and 
played out of tune, instead of touching, as tliey do 
when w«U jperfortnfid, wouVi only excite the indig* 
nation of the hearers, vrhen thurdered by an unskiU 
fttl performer. But to murder your own produc* 
tions, and thatt coramfOjmU, is a MtduUiMnuU^, 
which Horace absolutely forbids. lUnember of 
wiiat importance DemMtheneak .and one o£ ilte 
Orocchi, thought tnmndaHong read what stnss 
Cicero and Qnintilian 1^ upon it j even tbo hci%* 
women at ^th«w wete correct jtt^gea of H. Orw 
lory, with all its giacM, that of canaciation in paiv 
tieulVf is faU as necessary in .our g«vemment, as it 
•ver was .im Greece or Rome. No man can make % 
fiortune or a figure in this coootiy, without ^leak- 
iagk and spcaltiog well, in pnblio. If yon will per* 
suade, yon must first pAease ; jmd if you will pleasu, 
you must tuaa your voice to harmony, you mutt •»* 
lioulate every syllable diattnotly,< your Amplusis nad 
cadences must be strongljrand prapexly matked; 
and the whole together must be gracefol and en9»> 
ging : if you do not speak in that manner, you had 
QHich better not speak at all. All the teaming jtm 
have^ or ever can have, is not worA one groat with* 
oat it. It may be a^ comfort and an amnaemeot ttk 
yon in your closet, batca* be of no nse t» yon ia 
the world. Let roe conjure you, tlierafoA, to maka 
jthas your only objett, tiH yen have ahsolntely con- 
qnered it, for that is in your power; thiak of no* 
thiag else, read and speak for nothing else. Read 
aAoad, though alone, and read afticdlataly and di« 
sttnctly, as if yon were reading an puUMv and oa 
the mon impoctant occasion. Recite pteeaa of ela^ 
lasate, deoUim scenes of ttragediea to Mr. HartP, aa 
if he were « tiiMBereaf aadianae. > If there is .any 
perticntar oo ns e aat wfaicfa yon have* difiCulty in 
artieniatiBfr aa i tttinhTnttha* with the B, uMer it 
milftaas aad.aMUiaoi of timaa^ tiliyoa hava uttarad 
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It right. Kever sfMak^ck, till you •hiive £nt l«*ftis. 
ed to speak well. In short, lay aside every boolb 
and every tboagbt,- that does not directly tend to 
this great obj«ety ahsolntely decisive of yoor futnre 
ibrtWM and figure. 

The next thing neceseary in your destination is 
writing oonrectly, elegantly, and in a good hand too«, 
io wiUch 'three fiartieBlars, I am sorry to tell yon, 
tiia&yoo hitherto faU.' Your haod-writing is a very 
bad one, aadiroaid make a sevrvy. figure in an ofliee 
book of letters^ 6r even in a lady's pocketrbook . But 
tiiat fisvlt is easily cured by care, since every aiaii 
who has^- the use of bis right hand, can write whati- 
ever hand he pleases. A» to the correctness and 
oliegaiioy of your ynitiog, attantion to graoiRiar does 
the oAe» and to tho best authors the other. In you» 
ktler to me of the fi7th' June, 19.^. you OMitted 
the date of the place, so that I only conjisctured 
f#ofn tfae'conbtols that you^ere at Rotne. 

Thus I hav6,--«»ithth^ troth and freedom of th« 
teniderest idfeetlOD, told you all your defects, at 
least aH tbat I knorr, or htfve beard of. Thbnk Ood; 
tbeyart all v^y curable; they lAoet be cored, .and 
I am sure you wiM ctlre ^m. That once done, no^ 
fhiag rMiain'a' fbf you to ac()nire, or far me to vish 
you, but the tdrO', the' manners, the address, and 
the grates, of thepolitJe world; which experJeace; 
obAervatidn, and good company, will insensibly gi^ii 
yon.' Fsw- people at your age have read, seen, and 
known, so much as you have; and consequently few 
are so near as yourself to what I call perf^tion, hf 
which I only mean, being very near as well as the 
bfst. Fnr, therefore, from being discouraged bf 
What you still want, what you already have sfaobid 
febcourage you to attempt, and convince you dial by 
attempting yon will inevitably ^obtain it. Thedilfli 
tulties' which yon have suntiouoted were mucH 
greater ^an -any you have now td encounter.- Till 
very lal*?ly, your way hai boon only thi^ugh thorn* 
ind biters; tiiefie^ that now T«mai»ar« mixed witb 
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roses. Pleasure is nov the prillc:^>e1 rematnioi; {iere 
of your education. It will soften aikd polish jottr 
manners ; it will make you pursue, and at last over- 
lake, the Oractf* Pleasure is necessarily reciprocal 2 
no one feels who does not at tl)e same time give it. 
To be pleased, one must please. WUat pleases yon 
in others, will in general please them in you: Paris 
is indisputably U)e seat of the Grace$s they vili even 
court you if you are not too coy. Frequent and ob. 
serve the best companies there, and yon wUl soon be 
natur^i^ed among tliem ; you will soon find bow 
particularly attentive they are to the correctness and 
elegancy of their language, and to the graces of their 
enunciation ; they would even call the understand* 
ing of a man in question, who should n^lect, or not 
know, the infinite advantages arising from tliem. 
NarrtTt Hcitfr, d6clamer bioh w» serious stttdk.!9 
among tiiem, and well deserve to be so every where. 
The coDversatioDs, even among the women, frequent- 
ly turn upon the elegancies, and minutest delicacies, 
of the French language. An tmgi^iuemeiUt a gallant 
mm, prevails in all their companiest to womem wills 
whom they neither are, nor pretend to b^ in lofve; 
but should you (as may very possibly happen) fall 
really in love there with s<Kne woman of lashion and 
tense (for I do not suppose you capable of faUtag ia 
love witli a strumpet), and that your rival, wifdumfr 
half your parts or knowledge, should get the better 
of you, merely by dint of manners, ei^'oti«ncnC, ha^ 
dinage, &c. how wonld you regret not haifting Mif« 
ficiently attended to these acQomplishments, which 
you despised as superficial and trifling, but whieh 
you would then find of real consequence in -tljo 
oourse of the world ! And men, as well as women^ 
an: taken by these external graces. Shut up yottr 
books then now as a business, and open them oiht^ 
as a pleasure : but let the great book of the world b« 
your serious study; read it over and over, get ttbjf 
beart, adopt lis style, and make it your own. 
Wtian I cast up your account aa it now stabd|» I 
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rejoice tb see the balance so much in your favour; 
and that the items per contra are so few, and of 
such a Mature, that they may be very easily cancel- 
led. By way of debtor and creditor, it stands thus : 



Creditor, by Frenc4i. 


Debtor, to English. 


German. 


Enunciation. 


Italian. 


Manners. . 


Latin. ' 




Greelc. 




Logic. 




Ethics. 




History. 




f Naturae. 




Jus < Gentium. 




(. Publicum. 





This, my dear friend, is a very true account and 
a very encouraging one for you. A man who owes 
so little, can clear it ofif in a very little time ; and if 
he is a prudent man, will : whereas, a man, who by 
long negligence owes a great deal, despairs of «ver 
being able to pay, and therefore never looks into his 
accounts at all. 

When you go to Genoa, pray observe carefully all 
the environt of it, and view them with somebody 
who can tell yon all the situations and operations of 
the Austrian army, during the famous siege, if it de> 
serves to be called one; for in reality the town never 
was besieged, nor had the Austrians any one thing 
necessary for a siege. If Marquis Centurionl, who 
was last winter in Eugland, should happen to be 
there, go to him with my compliments, and he will 
show you all imaginable civilities. 

I could have senjt you some letters to Florence, 
but that I knew Mr. Mann would be of more use to 
you tlian all of them. Pray make him my eompli* 
ments. Cultivate your Italian, while you are at 
Florence, where it is spoken in iU utmost purity, 
but ill pronounced. 

Tray save me the seed of tome of the best itflloM 
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you eat, and put it up dry in paper. You need no^ 
•end it me ; but Mr. Harte -will bring it iu his pocke^ 
when he comes over. I should likewise be glad qf 
tome cuttings of the best figs, especially H fico gft^ 
tile, and tlie Malthese ;' but as this is not the seasoni 
for there, Mr. Mann will, I dare say, undertake that 
•ommisstoD, and send them to nie at the proper 
lime, by Leghorn. Adieu. 

Endeavour to please others, and divert yourself as 
much as ever you cau, ' en houn^te et galant 
bomrae/ 

P. S. I send you the enclosed to deliver to Lord 
Rochford, upon your arrival at Turin. 



LETTER CCXXX. 

London, August 6t Q.S, 1750» 
M7 DEAR FRIEND, 

$T'NCE your letter from Sienna, which gave me a 
very imperfect account both of your illness and 
your recovery, I have not received one word eitlicr 
from you or Mr. Harte. I impute this to the care* 
lessness of the post singly ; and the great dbtanc« 
between U4, at present, exposes our letters to those 
accidents. But, when you come to Paris, from 
whence the letters arrive here very regularly, I shall 
iuist upon your writing to me constantly once a 
week; and that upon the. same day, for instance 
every Thursday, that I may know by what mail to 
expect your letter. I shall also require you to be 
more minute in your account of yourself than you 
have hitherto been, or than I have required; because 
of tlie informations which I have recei,ved from time 
to time from Mr. Harte. At Paris you will be out 
of your time, and must set up for yourself; it is thea 
that .\ ah«U be ver^ solicitoi» to know bow joii 
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cany on your btisiness. While Mr. Harte was your 
partner, the cale was his share, and the profit yours. 
3ut at Parb, if you will have the latter, yon must 
take the formtr along with it. It will be quite a 
new world to you ; very different from the little 
world that you have hitherto seen; and you will 
have much more to do in it. You must keep your 
Httle accounts constantly every morning, if you 
would not have them ran into confusion, and swell 
to a buHc that would frighten you from ever looking 
into them at all. You mast allow some time for 
learning what yon do not know, and some for keep- 
ing what you do know : and you must leave a great 
deal of time for your pleasures ; which (I repeat it 
•gain) are now become the most necessary part ot 
"your education. It is by conversations, dinners, 
suppers, entertainments, &c. in the best Companiesj 
that you must be formed for the world. Zes mani' 
eres. Us agrhnena, les graces, cannot be learned by 
theory ; tliey are only to b« gbt by use among those 
who have them ; and they are now the main object 
of your fife, as they are necesnary steps to your for- 
tune. A man of the best parts and the greatest 
learning, if he does not know the world by his own 
experience and observation, will be very absurd, and 
consequently very unwelcome. In company. He may 
say Very good things : but they will probably be so 
ill-ttmed, misplaced, or improperly addressed, that 
^ had much better hold his tongue. Full of bis 
own matter, and uninformed of, or inattentive to, the 
particular chrcobistances and situations of the com- 
pany, he vents it indiscriminately : he puts some 
people out of countenance ; he shocks others ; and 
frightens all, who dread what may come out next. 
The most general rule that I can give you f<»- the 
world, and which your experience will convince you 
of the truth of, is, Never to give the tone to the com- 
pany, but to take it from tiiem ; and to labour more 
to put them in conceit with themselves, than to 
make them admire you. Those whom you nn 
L2 
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make yikp (^^ouelves b^u^r, wiU, I promise jQtv Ukp 
you very w^ll. , , 

A system-^Qonger, ifbp, without Vaowing ao^ Uiiag 
of the world hy experience, has formed « system of 
U in his dusty cell, lays it down, for example* that 
(from the general nature of mankind) flattery is pleas- 
ing. He will therefore flatter. But how ? Why, in- 
discriminately. And, instead of repairing and heagbt- 
ening the piece judiciously, with soft colours and a 
delicate penpl ; with a coarse brush, and a grea;t 
deal of whitewash, hk daubs and besmears the piece 
he means to adorn. His flattery offends even his 
patron ; and is almost too gross for l^a mistress. A 
man of the world knows the force of flattery »9 well 
as he does; but then h? knows h9w, wbelb, and 
where, to give it; he proportions his dose to the con- 
stitution of the patient* He flatters by ^pUcatioo, 
by inference, bycompw^on, by hint; afid seldom 
directly. In the course of the wprld there is the 
same difference, in ey.^ry tiling, between .systen^ and 
practice. . „ 

1 long to have you ajt FariSi ^r^his ,to be yoor 
great school ; you will,be then in,a pumi^ within 
reach of meu 

Tell me, ^u« you perfectly recovered, or do yo* 
still find any remaining complaint upon your loi^? 
Your diet should be cooling, and at the same thm 
nourishing. Milk9 of all kinds are proper for jon ; 
wines of aU kinds bad. A great deal of gfmt)e, and 
no violent exercise, is good for yop. Adiaa, Gror 
tUhfama, wUetudo, ^ontptgfljt ^tnmdh^ 
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LETTBIl CCXX3tl. 

London, Octdbtr 22, 0. 5. 175d. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

FIIHIS letter viill, I am persuiuled, find you, and t 
■^ hopesafiply, arrived atMontpelier! ^rom wb^'.nce 
I trast diat Mr. Hi(he*s indisposition will, by being 
totally removed, allow you to get to Paris befori 
Christmas. You will there find two people, whom, 
though both EngKsh, I recommend in the strongest 
manner possible to yonr attention ; and advise yott 
to form the most intimate connexion^ with them 
both, in their different ways. The one is atuan whoM 
yon already know sometliing of, but not near 
enough : ft is th* Earl of HanCingdon; who, next to 
you, is the truest object of my affeetion and esteem ; 
and who (I am proud to say it) calls mc, and const- 
ders me as, his adopted' Rther.* Ills parts are ik 
quick, as his Iknowledge is extensive; And if quality 
were worth putting Into ato account, where everjf 
•ther item is so much more valuable, his is tlie (iritf 
almost in this' country : the figur6 he wttl make, so6A' 
after he returns to it, will, if J am not more miJstakerf 
Clian ever I was in my life, equal bis birth and my 
hopes, dudh a'condexibu will be of infinite advan- 
tage Id ydu; aiid r can assftre you thlit he is ex- 
fr^mely disposed to form it ufJori my account, and 
will, t hope and "bellete, desire to tmprovie and ce- 
ment it upon your own.' 

Tn'our pjtr!ia<neiitary government, connexions are 
absolutbly necesS^y ; and, If prudently fortried, and* 
ably maintniniad, the sricc^ss of thfem is infalFibleJ 
There are two sorts of connexions, which I would* 
afways advise you to have in view. The first T wUf 
call equal ones; by which I mean those, where the 
tUKi connecting parties reeiprocally find their acrpunt. 
flom pretty neiinui e^tual'd'egree of parts and abili- 
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ties. In those there mast be a freer comnraaicatlMi; 
Cftch most see that the other is able* and be conYinced 
thatheis willing, tobe ofnsetohitti. Honour nrast 
be the principle of sach connexions ; and tbwe must 
be a matoal dependance, that present and separate 
interest shall Jiot be able to break them. There mast 
be a joint system of action; and, in case of different 
opinions, each most recede a little, in order at laat to 
form an nnanimous one. Such, I hope, will be joor 
conoexioa with Lord Huntingdon. Toa will both 
cerae into parliament at the same time ; and if jou 
have an equal share of abilities and application, yoa 
and he, with other joong people, whom joo will na- 
turally associate, may form a band which will be re- 
rted by any administration, and make a figure with 
public. The other sort of connexions I call on- 
equal ones ; that is, where the parts are all on one 
side, and the rank and fortune on the other. Here, 
the advantage is all on one side; but that advantage 
must be ably and artfully concealed. Complaisance, 
4in engaging manntf, and a patient toleration of cer- 
tain airs of superiority, must cement them. The 
weaker party must be taken by the heart, bis head 
g|ving no hold ; and he must be governed, by being 
made to believe that he governs. These people, 
skilfully led, give great weight to their leader. I 
^ave formerly pmuted out to yon a c^nple that I 
take to be proper objects for yonr skill : and yoa will 
meet with twenty more, for ihey are very rife. 

The otlier person, whom I recommend to yon, is a 
woman ; not as a woman, for tbat^is not immediately 
my business ; besides, I fear she i^ turned of fifty. 
It is Lady Hervey, whom I directed you to call apoa 
at Dijon ; but who, to my great joy, because to yonr 
great advantage, passes all this winter at Paris. $he 
has been bred all her life at courts ; of which she Itaa 
acquired all the easy good-breeding, and politeness. 
Without the frivolousness. She has all the readiog 
that a woman should have ; and more tlian any wo- 
man need have; for sh« understands L«tia perfsctlj 
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ymn, IHoa^ 8b« wisely conceals it. As she will 
look apon yov as her son, I desire that job will look 
«pOB her as my delegate: trust, consult* attd apply 
to her without reserve. No woman ever had, more 
than she has, ' le ton de la parftitement bonne com* 
pagnie, les manieres engi^eantes, et le je "ne S9ais 
f|ttoi qui plait.' Pesire her to reprove and correct any, 
and every, the least error and inaccuracy in your 
manner, air, address. Sec. Ko woman in Burope can 
do it so well ; none will do it more willingly, or in 
a more proper and obliging manner. In such a case, 
she will not put you out of countenance, by telling 
yov of it in company ; but eifter tnlamate it by soma 
sign, or wait for an opportunity when you are alodC 
together. She is also in the best French company, 
where she will not only introduce, but pt^ you, if 
I may use so low a word. And I can assure you, that 
it is no little help, in tiie btau monde, to be puffed 
thereby a fashionable woman. I send you the inclosed 
billet to carry her only as a certificate of the identity 
of your person, Which I take it for granted she could 
not know again. 

Yott would be so much surprised to receive a 
whole letter from roe, without any mention of the 
exterior ornaments necessary for a gentleman, as 
man n e r s, elocution, air, address, graces, &c. that, to 
comply with your expectations, I will touch upou 
them ; and tell you, dntt, when you come to £ng> 
land, I will show you some people, whom I do not 
now oare to name, rused to tha highest stations 
Mngly by those extenor and adventitious ornaments ; 
whose parts would never have entitled them to tlie 
smallest office in tl>e excise. Are they then necessa- 
ry, and worth acquiring, or not? You will see 
many instances of thia kind at Paris, particularly a 
faring one, of a pers<m* rabed to the highests posts 
and dignities in France, a» well as to be absoluto 
sovereign of the bemu tnonde, singly by the graces 

• Mr. le Marshal de Richelieu. 
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of hit penon and addfMS ; by wMataft chit^halft 
aoeompuiiedwitbimpommtgestaresi bjanimpoiiai 
sir, and pleaaing mbord. Kay, by these h«lp«^ b* 
even pastes for a wi^ thungh belnti> certainly no mp 
oommon share of it. I will aot name bias, bef — t 
it would be very irapradeat in 700 to do. it. A 
jroong feilowat hisfirst entradcrintothe beaumondk 
moat not offend the king de faeto there. It is vesy 
often -anore neceskaiy to conceal contempt thna re^ 
aentment^ tiie fonaer being never forgiven, but tiib 
latter sometimes foi^. 

There is a small qnarto book, iotitled Hittcirt, 
ehronologiqut tU la Frtmctj lately pnblished by lie 
President H^nault: a man of parts and leamiog, wMi 
whom you will probably get acquainted at Faris. I 
desire that it may always lie upon your table, itx 
yonr recowse as often as yon read faiatory. The 
chronology, tfaongfa driefty rdative to the history of 
fYaace, b not singly confined to it; but the m«at in* 
terestikig' event* of all (he rest of Enrapeare also in* 
sorted, and many of dimn adorned by abort, pretty, 
and just reflections. The new edition of U9 Me- 
motra dt Butfyt in three quartovolnmesi in itlso 
extremely well worth your reading, as it '«Hirgi^)« 
you a dearer and truer notion of one of the most i» 
terestiag p^ods of the F)r«aob history, than yon eaa 
yet have formed from aH tlie' other books yon mi^ 
have read upon the. subject. ThNt prfnee, TtMOUi 
Henry the Fomth, had all the accomptisbmeAta'abd 
virtues of a hero, and of a king; and almott of a man; 
The last are the mo^ rarely seen. May yon posaeaa 
th^malH Adled. 

Pray make my coiAplimenta to Mr. HirM ; and 
let him know thaitl have this moment r» :< 4 te d Hi 
better of the isth, 17 . 8. from^ Antlbev. It require* 
no Immediate answer; t shall thrrefoft;- delay mhM 
till I have asiocher from him. Give him theendoi(d» 
which I have receivtd from Mr. Elliot. 



by Google 



LETLBRS XO HIS 80^4 t3l 

LETTER CCXXXU. 

LfnuUm, NoumUr 1, 0. S, HfiO 
MV DEAR FRIEND, 

I HOPE tl)is letter will not find you still «t Mon^ 
pelier, but ratber be sent after you from tlicace 
to Paris, where I am persuaded that Mr. Ilarte 
could find as good advice for his leg as at Montpe- 
li^. If not better ; but, if he is of a different opinion, 
I am sure you ought to stay there as long as he de- 
sires. 

While yon are in France, I could wish that Uie 
hourg yott allot for historical amusement should be 
entirely deroted to tlie history of France. One al- 
ways read history to most advantage in tliat couu- 
try to which it is relative; not only booVs, but pcr- 
son4, being ever at hand, to solve doubts, and clenr 
up didiculties. I do by no m^ans advise you to 
throw away your time in raosackiug, like a dull an- 
tiquarian, the minute and unimportant parts of ro 
ixw>te and fabulous times. Let blockheads read w)iat 
blockheads wrote. A general notion of the history 
of France, irom Che conquest of that country by tlie 
Franks, to the reign of Lewis the Eleventh, is sufficient 
for use, consequently sufficient for you. There are, 
however, in those, remote times,, some remarkable 
«nu, that deserve more particular attention; I mean 
those^ which some nouble alterations happened iu 
the conptitution, and form of government,' As, for 
examplAi tlie settlement of Clovis in Qaul, and tiie 
form of government whidi be tlien established; for, 
lity the'way, Utat form of goverument differed i9 Uii* 
partioular ^m all the other Gothic governments, 
that the people had not, either collectively or by 
repreftenta,tivea, any share in it. It was a mixture 
of monarchy and aristocracy; and what were called 
the States OeneraL of Fra9ce, consisted only of tb« 
DObility and clecgy> tilt the time of, Plulip le Bel, in 
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the ^erj beginniug of the fonrteenth centory; wlio 
fint cftlled the people to those Msemblies, bj «o 
means for the good of the people, vho were only 
amiised by tkb pretended honour; but in truth, Co 
check the nobility and clergy, and induce thepi to 
grant the money he wanted for his profusion. This 
was a scheme of Enguerrand de Marigny his min&> 
ster, who governed both him and his kingdom to 
such a degree, as to be called the coadjutor and go- 
vernor of the kingdom. Charles Martel laid aside 
these assemblies, and governed by open force. Fe« 
pin restored them, and attached them to hitn, and 
with them the nation ; by which means he deposed 
Childeric, and mounted the throne. This is a se* 
coud period wortli your attention. The third race 
of kings, which begins with Ungues Capet, is a third 
period. A judicious reader of history will save him- 
self a great deal of time and trouble, by attending 
Irith care only to those ihterestin|; periods of histo- 
iry, which furnish remarkable events, &nd make «ras; 
^oing slightly over the common run of events. Some 
people read history, as others read the Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress ; giving equal attention to, and indiscrimi- 
nately loading their memories with, every part alike. 
But I would have you read it in a different man« 
ner: take the shoitest general history you can find 
of every country ; and mark down iA Uiat history 
the most impoftaUt periods, such as conquests, 
changes of kings, and alterations Of the form of 
government ; and then have recourse to mtfre ex- 
tensive histories, or particular treatiser, relatite 
to these great points. Consider them well, trace 
up their causes, and fbllow their consequences. 
For instance, there is a most excellent, though very 
short, history of France, by Le Gendre. Re^d tliat 
with attention, and you will know enough of the 
general history; but when yon find there such re- 
markable periods as are above mentioned, consult 
Meacray, and other the best and minutest histori- 
ins, as veil iw' political treatises^ upon those sub. 
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jecU %m latec tinies» memc^rs, hom, ^oii« of Philin 
<le Cpmnui^es, dqwn to the innif noerable one» in tb# 
reigu of Lewis the 'Fourteenth, have been pf graAf 
use, ao4 tl)ro)VQ gre»^-^A8^ HPoa partiouUr parts 
of history. 

. Conversation vn Frauoe, if jrou have the address 
«nd dexterity to turn it upon useful sul^ecU, will 
«^ceedingly improye your Ifistorical knowledge; for 
people, thef^e, howey^ dassically ignoraot tjiiej iQ«,y 
\>e, thij^ it^^hame to be ignorant of the history o( 
l^eir own couoy-y; t|)ey read that, if they re»d no- 
Uiog else* and having often read qothing else, art 
proud of hiivi^g read tha^ and U^k of it willingly; 
even the woofio are ^ell ^wtructed in that sort of 
readipg. I am far from meting by tl>is» that y9« 
should always be talking* wisely, in cooipai^y of 
books, history* ai^d .ma^te^cs^pf knowledge. 'There 
are many companies whk^ yvu will, and ought to 
keep, where such gonvefi^atipn^ woi^d be misplaced 
and ill-timed; your ow4«,gQo4MQ««BUiat distinguish 
the company, i^.tl>e ti^A. . Y/^^oMwt triOa with 
triiler;, and p9- «erip\i4 mh Vh^ > the serious ; but 
4an!^ to tJu»so,v}lH)3»jp#, * Cw in.theatrnij^ CaM 
severe, venisti^ w^jjwtiy said to an old man: how 
m uch more so yw}^ i| be to one of your age ? From 
the momept ^t you are drest* iMid go out, pocket 
all your kno;iv4«dge with your watch* and never puU 
it oat iocoippaivsr* unless desired : the, producing ot 
tiie one unasked* implios that you are weary of the 
company; and the- prodocUig of the other uoror 
quired* will makAtbefipnappi»yw«vy of you. Cosip 
pany is-ar^pMblie toajealftBaof it(Uih«itiQ%toanffrr 
») f^9f9^r, even fori a <|M«rter of ao,ho<ir; and yei 
in that, as in all republics, there araaoiaefew who 
leally govern; but jChen i^ is. by seeming to disclaim, 
instead pf attehipting to usurp, the power: that is 
the occasion ih which manners, dexterity, address, 
and.tlw nntieimhUi Je vctgait qu&it triumph; tf 
properly «x«rted» their eoaquest Is «are, aad tha 
^Bftm ]Mting lar aot toing p at ch ed. Rcnamber. 
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that Uifois not tMily your first and greatest, btet ot^hf 
t» be almost your only object, while you are in 
Waace. .1 

I know that many of yonr countrymen are afit to 
call the fi-eedom and vivacity of the French, peto- 
Uooy and,ill-b^edfng ; but should you think so, I 
desire, upon man^ accounts, that you will not say 
so: I admit that it may be-so, in some instances of 
peiitB-maitrei itourdis, and ttf aome young people, 
vmbreken to the world ; but I ciin assure you that 
you will find it much otherwisie with people of a 
obtain rank and age, upon whose model yon will do 
vary well to fbrm yourself. "We rtdl thefr steady as« 
turanee impudence. Why? Only because what we 
«ril modesty, is awkward bashfulness, and nuunaiu 
honte. For my part, I see no impudence, but on 
the oontrary, infinite utHlty and advantage, in pre- 
senting one's self with the same coolness and nncon> 
cem, in any, and every eoMpany : tili one can do 
that, I am very sure that on^ctax never present one's 
self well . Whatever is- done under concern and em- 
barrassment muit be ill done-; and till a man is ab> 
fteltttely Msy and un<fohce)med to every company, 
he wUl never be thought to have kept good compa- 
ny, nor bevety welcome in if. A steady assurance, 
with seeming modesty, is possibly the most usefbl 
qualification that a mein can have in every part of 
life. A man would cmainly make a very inoonoder. 
able fortune and figure in the world, whose modesty 
and timidity shooild often, as bashfulness always 
does, put hmi in t3i« deplorable and lamentable si- 
tuation of the pious Xneas, When * obstopuit, stet^ 
motque coflMT, et vok Hsucibur hsssitl' Fortune^ 
as well as woaien» 

bom to be controll'd. 

Stoops to the forward and the bold. 

Assurance and Intrepidity, under tbe white banner 
of s ee ming Modesty, dear the way fi»r Merit, that 
wmihletlitrwlse «• diacquraged by «AciMas in ill 
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jottrney; irlierei».4Mirefaced Impudeoctfit^ttieiioi^y 
MMd bltttttting hftrbinger of a worthless aitd sense- 
Itts usurper.. 

Tou wiil tbink that I shall never htve done re- 
eonMneadiag to you these exterior worldly aecem* 
pUshneDts, and yon will think right, for I neve^ 
ftell : they are of too gtMit consequence to yon, for 
tie to 4»e indifferent or negligent about them : thi)e 
■htMDg partef yow future figure and ftMrtune deJ 
panda new wholly upon tbera. These are the acqui: 
sitMOS iHiieb mnst give efficacy and success to those 
50a -hare already made. To have it Said and bo* 
tttved'tlMi you «re the most learned n)aa in EngJ 
lttd> woukl be no romre than was said and believed 
•( Dr^ Bentley: but to have it said, at the fcaiue 
tine, that you aae also the best4>rad, most polite, 
•ad agreeable man in the kingdom, would be such st 
Itappy composition of cluu-adter* as I never yet ktitrW 
•ay one man deserve ; and which I will endeavour, 
ns well as ardently wish, that you may. Absolute 
perfeetioa is, I well know. Unattainable:' bat I 
know too, tliat a 'man of .ports may be unlMMffiedly 
aiming at* and ardve fretty near it* Try, labour^ 
parsevere. Adiea. 



LETTER CCXXXIII. 

, , . , London, November 3, O. 5. 1750 

MY DEAR FRIEKD, 

iQEFOREyoif get to Paris, where you will soon 
^ be left to your own discretion, if you have any, 
it is necessary that we should npderstand one an^ 
other thoroughly, which is the most probable way 
of preventing disputes. Money, the cause of much, 
mischief in. the world, \% the cause of most quanrela 
between fathers and sons ; the former commonly 
^inkiaci that tb^ caouotfive too little, aud tlia 
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U (be tfiDPff. Ton must do ae tlie juMka to m- 
kaowledge, tha^I have hitlierto neitlier stioled, ao^ 
gm4fe4 aAjr bapeaae tlutt tookl be ef. iuie> or real 
pie— ar e to yea ; tmd I can aaeura joo, by tke way, 
Ibat you imve traivelied at a imdi SMre, coaiUcr»> 
ble expense thaa I did myself: bot I never so raadi 
as thooffbtof 4bat, vhUe Mr. Harto was at tlM head 
of yoer-fiaaBCBS ; bsiog vei^ sare, tihat t^e s«a» 
pnated were. 8<»npaloas^ applied to the aaee for 
wbieh they were inteaded. But thecai* will seoa 
bs akwed» and yea wiM be yoaroww r eo ei ^ w r aad 
tNasareiw However, I prondseyon, that we wM 
Mt iiaanal siagly apon the quantum, wfaieh shall 
be ebeerfidly.aad fteely granted ; tbe applioatioa 
fad appiopdatko of it will be the material poiat, 
which I an now going to dear np, aad finally settle 
with yoa. I wUl fix, or even hame« ao settled al> 
lewanoe, theagh I well knew ia my own mind what 
wottld be the proper oae| but I wiU ftmt try year 
draughts^ by wfaicb I caa ia a good degaee jwdge of 
your soadaot. This oalgrlteU yoa i* general, thai 
if tbe cbprnels tiiveag^ which nxy ih oaey is to ge 
are the proper ones, tiie source 8haU aot be eceatyi 
bot should it deviate into dirty, muddy, and obscare 
ones (which, by the bye, it cannot do fOT a week, 
without my knowing it), J give you fiitr and timely 
notice, that the source will insuntly be dry. Mr. 
Harte, in establishing you at Paris, will pc^t oat to 
yoa those proper channels : be wilt leave yoa there 
upon the foot of a man of fiMhion, and .1 wIM eo9ti> 
nue you upon die same; you will have your coach* 
your valet-de<hambre, yotir own fobtmaUi^ and a 
valet^e-plac^; "which, by the way, is one servant 
more ttian I had. I would hate you Very well drest'; 
by which I meau, dren as the generality 6f people 
of fashion arc ; that is, not to be taken notice of for 
bilng either more or less fine than other people : it 
is by being well drest. not finely drest, that a gen- 
«— -I should be disUntoished. Yoa matt fre<iue&t 
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Kev 9pimaDitt, ^icb eaqMsuke I shidi wmfn^lysttt^ 
ply. Toomttst phiy A tfe» peHtajeuxde eommertt, 
ki aaix«d tompimies; that article is trifling ; I shall 
pay itvlieerfiiUy. AH the other articles of pockets 
money «re ref-y ineonalderable at Pant, in compari- 
•OD of what they are here; the silly custom of ^vin^ 
inon«y wherever one dines or saps, and the expea^ 
•He iraporfiunity of subscHptioos, not being yet inv 
ti^odticed thfere. Hffvfng^thtt* redidned^up all the 
decent flenses of a gentleotan, which I will mbst 
retfdily dfefii«y, I come now to those which 'I -will 
neither bear nor supply ^ The first of these Is gaiiain^, 
lof whieh though I have not tSie least reason to sas- 
pect yoQ, I think it necessary eirentually to assure 
yoo, that no eonsideration ih the world ShJdl ever 
tofttke me pay yonr ^play-debts: should yOu ever 
ttrge to me that yoor honour is pawned, I slibnld 
ntost immoveably Answer you, that itw«s your ho- 
iMur/ not mine, that was pawned^; and that your 
«rtiif tMr might e^«A tdke the pawn for the debt. 

•tow company, and low pleasures, 4tt always 
Snch mon^ -costly than libefaT and elegant ones. 
The disgracefal' riots of i tavern are much more ex* 
pensive, as w«ll as dishonoursMe, than the some- 
times pardonable excesses in good company. I must 
absolutely hear of no tavern scrapes and squabbles. 

■I come now to another, and very material point; 
I mean#omeii: and I will hot address mysHf to yon . 
«pon this subject, either in ^aTeKlsritiib:*; a moral, or k 
parental style. I wHl eve fi Nty asid^ my' lige, femem- 
iMT'yours, and speak to you, ai Obe m^n of pleasure, 
ir h» had pans tee, would iipealt tb another. I will 
fcy no means pay for whores, and ttidr nevcr-fiuKng 
eoMequenees, snrgeons ; nor will T, tpon tiny ae* 
tount, keep singers, dancers, actresses, and idgemu 
•Mme; and, independently of the expense, I must 
•ell you, titat such eoniiexionS would give me, and 
•It aensiMe people, the titmost contempt for your 
parts and ftddfwss ; a young fellow mast have as 11^ 
MeMQse^ dddrws, to vebtore, •rmore-properl/'^ 
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sort of creatures; ia such a,plac^ ^s^ariS'CiHMiGlMiyt 
where gallantry is both the pvofession aed tJw.pm» 
^ce of every wooiaa of fashion. To,sf» »k filatB^i 

will uot forgive your underatandiQg c-rr%im4^ "t% i 
nor will your constitution fo^ve them<ywi«.7 ^ElieM 
distempers., as well as th^r cuces, fall i^ne tima'te 
ffifi upon the lungs. This fagamm^l am s«m 
i^ttght to have n^^ ^t^ J^tt] fyr. I iprflftaai'<to 
you^ tiiat if you, meet with any, su^ acdctoot* X 
^onki not give one yearV purchafe.ftM*. j|Oi|r iift« 
Lastly, there is another sort of expoise tlwt I> will 
not allow, only because it is a silly one ; I meantb* 
fooling a^ay your money in b^ublesy at toj^hops. 
Have one handsome snuff-box (^ yon .take anaffj^ 
and one handsome sword ; but then no more vteijr 
pretty, and very useless things • ^ 

JRy w|>at goes be&re you will easily. p6fc«svf>llMit 
Ijp^an to aU(OW yoM, whatov^ ia necffwpiyt ^e^onlgr 
for the &gwce, >ot for tlie'pleasuseftofa getiliywuwfc 
and nqt to supply the pEofnslon of 9 ,rake.^ Una, ^o« 
must confess, do^ not »f|vour of either «b^«eveii^ 
or parsimony of old age. < I consider this agreeinenC 
between us, as a s«b^daai^ treaty ea my part, <ftv 
services to be performed-on yours. I promise jmi} 
that I will be as punctual in the. payment of tb<t«ttlir 
sidles, as England has been daring theiast warj tat 
tlien X give yoa notice., at the seme time, tteiilns 
quire a mtTch .^norf -fso'iipulous. execotion «frtii# 
trea^ on your paft, than we met witii on thereof ow 
alli^ ; or ela^ tha^ pay^^nf/Hwill be stopped. I ba^ 
f^l.tl^at I have now Miid was absolutely onnecosfivti 
an^.that s^itiments .more.woi^y^ andjOaorQ- noble 
than pe<;umary ones, would of thems«lir«s kt»m 
pointed out to yon the conduet I reconuttead; but 
in all events, X resolved - to be once ft>r>aU expli«i| 
^ith yon, that in the won^ that can happvo, yQ« 
ntay/OOt plead iguoranco, 4uid complain that ^ImuI 
M^t sufficiently explained to you myintA^MlutS.^ ' • 

, *^ving,meii^ned the word rake, ,X emfi lay ^ 
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prord or twamore upon tbat snbjeotv beesose yottiig 
people too frequfntly^ and altrayi^ fataUjF, .-are apt 
to mistake that char9ct«r £or that of a mam of plea- 
aore; whereat^ theroare not ii^ the vorld two clia> 
lacters more dlffierent. A n^ke is a oompositton of 
j^t the lowest, mpst igaoMe, dcgratMng. and shame- 
All vices ; they all conspire to disgrace ki^ cbaractelr^ 
and to rain his fortune; while wine and the p — x 
contend which shall soonest and most effectually 
destroy his constitution. ^ dissolute flagitious foot- 
man, or porter, makes full as good a rake as a man 
of the first quality. By the bye, let me tell you, 
that -in the wildest pert of my youth, I m»ver was a 
ivlce i but, oBi^ eatuwrs, alway*4efeested imd de* 
^j4sed the «c)uunct«i:. . , .j . 

A man of pleasure, thbngh not tUnrayf 90 SQr^pu. 
Uwf:tt^ ho^l»Hl4 be, fi«d M»on«,d«Qr be will -wialv be 
ht^hewt refines fi^^^st bis pl^ASures ^y<3(Mte> aor 
lipf^ipaoif* th^m ^l* deeonoy, aihI jw^oys ^fm with 
^iisfit^ igaw.in^ can be 9»eni¥.p|^iiMH-ei every 
p^# my bo. ^ raike., IU*i«mbe» tWi[,^aU Hno«r 
«very tUng yoii^y ori4(>.^( P»niV^^>4cily as if, 
by.th0v(/bfrc^,iO^si|Uigic, }. qould , follow yu, every 
where,. Iij|0»«*pb»nor,a gnom?, invisihte nt,,eif. 
|$^affc^spiys,f1»ry prettily, tjiatone should ask ^ 
ItNng p| Goidivbuti.wHat on© sbpujd be willing that 
ipei^;aboH)df^.w; nor of mfn, but what ope should 
^ willing AhatOoU shoqld know I 1 advise yow to 
g^ay orrdp nciiiWw;*^ V.^mrMi^'wh^X JPu would be 
wmWif^ J,f»o«|diJiflfM«,:,a \m^,:it*yl b«l»ew. 
t^y#lL^ 4ibe Cia*9« S§»«B#.I dfiieisay, ypu do not 
jpti ^ ^.^at^aqiiiiy, I. am sure, you ha^e nevef wantr 
f4 J^PW'^«»/» yi^^ar^t d^y gaining; all whiqh to- 
gft^f^fiost j])^yitably,, I should think* maice yoa 
botii mpietabUet uUmAU, the perfection of a hu- 
^f ^^ «h^n«^.^ In t^ case nothing shall be w^nt- 
fBS^ i^.pc^ *^ y'^^ "^^ solidly experience aU 
yM^f^lmtwan^ tenderness of my aifecUon lor you ; 
but dread x£e reverse 0^ both! Adieu., n , 
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• F. 8. IHiett' you get to PMa, nftef fo^ liarc b*ett 
to wait on Lord AlbemRrle, gd to se« Mr. Torke, 
whom I have paitieolarreasotas for d^iring l3mt y6tt 
should be well with, a* I iJmll hWeafter erpUin tO 
5roa. Let hhn kuow that my ortfew/ and your own 
inclinations, coonplred to make f6U desire Ills ftiendv 
•hip and protectioli. "^ 



LEITEBeCCXXXiV. . , . 

' MY DfiAfiy^END, ' ; ./. i/- " * 

I II AVE Sent you vo matiy Vrep««tafy letter* for 
Paris, that this, which vill me^t^oik there, shall 
ohlybeu'SfiinmrtTof *»*n»ll» "'" ' : •" » '•• '• 
' You have Mtterti^ h«d more l»^Wyf**» any b6«^ 
of your-^e eirerbaaj.artW* r«WiiH'd<»ybtf lilMf jilAlce 
16 ovrtti that you l»*»e'.«Wte^%^e¥ tfSe (fPit/ ffittA 
Mo*t people o<^^^«»*'«^ ^*<fld h4*«:icW«w(; biifttien, 
though yoti'Hd ii« ii'JilWr/ yon TiAd* ii- frttf*a With 
^ou . At 'rtfris yori iHH txd^ &ti\f befUBfc»«Sijed, but 
tanassi'*««^- ^Odr onm fjood -Wflsd^liflist'W your 
onV goi<iej I hav« fftet? cTMiftdB^iiTA*, aiid am 
convinced that I shall reeeiire jUsK m^h'Wfbbhifts of 
your condnet at- P*ris as fetfUKl wi4*f» ibrTHeH 
you beforehand, -Itfiic I shall be vnoiiMhitltttely In- 
formed of all that you ^&, imd altno^'of en fhht yott 
My there. Bnjoy th^'^lawmrfesJ of- yoMh, yod cto- 
Aot do bettttv;. tNut refifMHttud' df^oif> {beib like* ti 
men of j^arts: left tlt^m^«l{«e aufdnof <»»>; 1^ tK^m 
•dora end not vilify, yftur thahietef ;" let Hieri*, in 
»lM)rt, be the (fleasures of' a j^tieiMtn7 i£nd takto 
iHth your equal* at leaJf, but ratlre* W!tfry*nr snt^i 
riors, and Aose ciiefly French. " 

Inquire into the cliaracteirs oP tfae-s^vtftttl acMo* 
mfdaiif, before yon foitt '« eonnexitrti'iHtli eny^ef 
them ; and be most upon your gmfd iMdst thdie 
who make thomoet- court to you. ' ^ >''' ' 

You cannot study much in the acndemy : bat yon 
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JM9 iMdy naelblijr thme, if fea «• ia •mnomist 
af yoor time, and b«MMr aoly ufmn good books 
thosef|uut«n and halves of bows whicb occur Co 
««ei7 bodj ia the ooone af dmsst mery day; and 
«hkh» «t th« year's tnd, aQOuut to a vfery consider- 
aMe SUM of time. Let Gresk, withovt fail, share 
•oiw part of every day; I do not mean the Greek 
Ipoflits, theoalohesvf Anatreoft, or flio tender oom- 
fMats of Theoeritas, or ei«B the porter-like lan- 
■foage of 9QnM*% herope; of whom all the smatter- 
asa in Qn t k know a littte^ «piate often, and Utk of 
always j bat I paeaa Plato, Aristotle, Deinos^benes, 
and Xtia^idei» whoat Moae but adepts know. ' It 
Is Qceek tipat mast dtstingoish jron iu the learned 
«o«id» Latin alone will not. And 0reek must be 
sought to be retained^ for it never occurs like Latin. 
When you read his^ry» or oUier books of amose- 
aienty let every laagnage you are master of have its 
-tarUf so tiiat. you may not only retain, but improve 
ia eveiy one. I also desire that you will converse 
in Ckrmau and Italian, with all the German end Tta- 
Ite^s with whom you converse at atl. fhb will be 
n veiy a gr ae shl e and dsMering thins to them, and a 
very useful one to yea. 

Fray.applyyonrseif dtMgeatly to yourexertMes; 
ft» thoai^ the doing them well is not supremely me- 
fitorious, the doing them ill is iliiberai, vulgar, and 



I jreoommend theatrical repreemtations to you ; 
srUch ate excaUeat at Paris. The tragedies of Cor- 
neille and Racine, and the comedies of Moliere, wen 
attended to, are admirable lesson^ both for the heart 
and the head« Thwels not, nor ever was, any thea> 
t«« eoMpasabie to the Frendi. If the music of the 
Siraach operas do not please your Italian ear, the 
words of tkem at least are sense^and poetry, which 
ip BMiGh mora than I can say of any Italian opera 
that I ever read or heard in my lifo. 
, J saad yon the enclosed letter of recommendadon 
*» Jjiar^ais Matignon, which I would have you de*^ 

VOL. U. M 
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ver t^bw lAfloon as yon eaa: yov will, I am smVy 
feel the good effects of Us warm firieiuisfaip for mev 
and Lord Botingbroke ; who has also wrote to iam 
upon your sufayect. By that, and by the other le.t> 
Uin which I have sent you, yoa will be at once so 
thoroughly iotrodoced into the best Freadi ooaBp»> 
ny» that yon mnst lake some pains if you wiilrkeep 
bad ; bttt that is whtft I do not snspect yoa of. To* 
have, I am sure, too m«di right aaUtioo to prefier 
low and dlsgrscefol company^ to that of yoar s«pe> 
iiors,'both in laak and age. Your ehavaoter, nA 
consequently yoor forume^ absolutel^y depends opoa 
the company you koep^ and the jtwrn you take at 
jParis. I do nQl» in the least* mean u grave tamf 
on the contranry a gay» a uprightly* but at the same 
time an elegant and libnntkl <uai. 

Keep carefully oat of aU sc&pes and qaanell. 
Tliey lower a character extremely* and are partlea^ 
larly dangerous in Franee ; where a man is disho- 
noured by not resenting an affront, aud utterly misw 
.ed by resenting it. The young Frenclmwn are has^, 
giddy, and petulant ; extranely national, and ad- 
v^ntag^ujf. Forbear from a^y national jok4>s orr»> 
flections, which are always improper and commonly 
tii^jost. The colder nortlieyn nations geneialiy look 
upon France, as a whistling, singing* dancing, firi- 
▼oloos nation : this notion is very far from being a 
true one, though mauy petits maitrti, by their be- 
haviour, seem to justify it ; but those very ptHU 
maitres, when mellowed by age and experieoce, 
very often turn out very able men. The number of 
great generals and statesmen, as well as exeeUent 
authors, that France has produced* is an andentaUs 
proof, tbatit is not that frivolous,. untiUxdsing, erap*> 
ty nation that northern prejudices suppose it, fhrnm 
to like and approve of every tiiiqg at firsts mad I 
promise you, that you will like and approve of maoj 
things afterwards. 

I expect that you will write to me conatantlj^ 
.ence every week* which I desire may be«verjr Thcisa»> 
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4«|HOBd that yonr letters may infonn vam of your 
p»i— al traniaetaoDt, aot of what yoo see» bat of 
wbom yo« tee, and what yoa do. 
• Bo yo«r own monitor, nowrthat yoo will liave no 
otlwr. As lo enanciatioB, I m«st repeat it to yon 
upaa aad-agato, that there is no one thing so ba> 
ceteery; ^ other talents, withont that, are abso* 
krtely useless, except in your own eloeet. 
- < Jt sounds ridkoleosly to bid you study with your 
de ner ny-iaagter, and yet I do. The bodily canii^e ; 
and graeesare of infiniteooosequenee to every body, 
b a d ju o r ei pafticuriarly to you. 
z Jkdiem far this tiote, «sy dear child. Yours ten- 
Aeri^i 



LITTER CGXXXV. 

. Ltmdon, November f 5, O. i9. 1750* 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
Od wiU possibly think that this letter turns «pon 



Y 



» little trifling objecu : and you will think 
tifht, if yoK consider them separately; but if you 
take<liem aggragately, you will be eonrinced, that 
m patts/ which conspire to fiorm that whole, called 
the «xtedoc of a man of fashion, they are of import- 
ance. I shall not dwell now upon those personal 
f EKes, that liberal air, and that engaging address, 
wiiieb I have so often recommended to yoo ; but d«> 
acend still lower, to your dress, cleanliness, and 
care of yoar person. 

Wbenryon ooom^o Paris you must tike care to be 
extnaetyweU drest; that is, a^ the luhionaUe 
peepie are: thia^leee by no means consist in the 
iaoyv but in the taste, fittaess, and manner of weep- 
ing yoat elotkes : • ine suit Ul<nade, and Pattern, 
ly, or stiffly worn, iar.ftom adorning, only exposes 
the awkwaadneas of the wearer. Get the best Ftreneh 
Hiler tovoake yo«( ototbesr whatever tk^^ar^in 
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tba fashi•i^ aad to fit ytn^t and then itttr tbtm, 
kvtton thvm, or milmttoa tkeaD> as tbo gttMateat 
people you tee do. Let your man leara of the bait 
JVitetir to do ywiTbaawfil, for that it a vanr BuMe- 
rial part of yoar dress. Take care to have jotm 
ttockings well gartered vp, aad yonr thoas watt 
teekted ; for notUmg give* a more stove&ly air to a 
man than iU^dressed legs. In yoor petaaa jroa matt 
be aocnvetMy clean ; aad yonr teeth, haBd% and 
•ails, should be niperlatively so : a dtiiy a&oath has 
retdUl conseqamices to the owner; fpritiaftdlibly 
caasos the decay, as weU as theitttolerBbie pain» af 
thateeth; and it is vary offenave to his ac^«idnft> 
ance, for it will most inevitably stink, I iadiC^ 
therefore, that you ^ash yonr teeth the first thiaf 
jrott do every morning, with a soft spunge and waim 
water, for four or five minutes ; and then wash your 
mouth five or six times. Moutun, whom I desoe 
you wiU send for upon your anival at Paris, will 
give you an opiate, fuid a liquor to be used some> 
times. Nothing lo<4s more ordinaiy, vulgar, aad 
illibtral, than dirty hands, and «glf» vmunoh mttL 
sagged nails: I do notSttftpectjnouofthakilMiririqg, 
avrkward trick, of IHbtng yonns but that is mt 
enough : you must keep the ends of tktm ■laaotti 
Md doaa, not tipped with black, as the nnilaasy 
people's always are. Tbe^ndsofyenr aailaafaaald 
besntall aegmenUaf ciedes, wbtofa by a vdry littla 
cave in the cutting, they are veiy easily braagbt to; 
auery time that you wipe your baadt, rah tb« skia 
found your nails backwards, that itaay aot «ca« 
up and shorten your nails too ma^ ISie fflaauH* 
•tfssof tiie rest of your pen<m, winch, by th»w*y, . 
will cond«ite greatly to jraar health, I t^w imm 
time to t»ne to the bagnio* My jaeatioaiBg tbea* 
particulars arises (I firoely owa^ikpia somaaaapkiaA 
tbatJtbahiats .are siot unaeaesaryi Imr wbaft yam 
waaasofaool^Kiy, you vera slovanljK aad dbrtji^, abova 
jtour fellows. I most add anotheacamioa, sthfehisj 
that «paa BO aooow% whaMver yoa pat yw fii^ciit 
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M too mmj people are apt to do, in your fio»e or 
oan. It is the most shockiai;, nasty, vntgarnideaets^ 
tiiat can be offered to company; it disgusts one, it 
tnms one*8 stomach ; and, for my own part, I would 
flwch rather know that a man's fingers were actnally 
Ml hie breeeb» tlian tee, them in his nose. Wash yonr 
ewe well every raoraing, and blow your nose in your 
feandkerefaief whenever yon have occasion; bnt, by 
the way, without looking at it afterwards. Tber* 
itaMld be in the least, as well as in the greatest part 
ofageotleman, lei«mmieres7ioMe». Sense will teach 
yon some, observatiott others : attend carefully to 
the numners, the (fiction, the motions of people of 
tho first fashion, and form your own upon them. On 
f!be other hand, observe a liitle those of the vulgar, 
ia order to avoid then : for tbouf^ the things which 
tliey say or do may be the same, the manner is al- 
imys totally difierent: and in that, and nothing 
else, consists the characteristic of a man of fashion* 
The lowest peasant speaks, moves, dresses, eats, and 
dflnkSf as much as a man of the fost fashion ; but 
does them all quite differently ; so that by doing and 
iayittg most things in a manner opposite to that of 
the vulgar, you have a great chance of doing and 
laying them right. There are gradations in awk* 
wardness and vulgarism, as there arc in every thing 
else. £es mmnieres de robe, though not quite rights 
•re still betUr than U» mmnierei Bourgeoiati 
iad these, though bad, are still better than iet nu^ 
nitres tie Campagne. But the language, the air, 
flie dress, and the manners of the court, are the only 
true standard * des raaaierifs nobles, et d'nn honnAt* 
iMmme.* ' Fx pede Hercvlem,* is an old and true 
laying, and very applicable to our present subject ; 
fbr a man of parts, who has been bred at eourts, and 
Med to keep the best company, will distingunh biaoh 
■df, and is to be known from the vulgar, by every 
Word, attitude, gesture, and even look. I cannot 
leave these seeming mUnOia, without repeating to 
yta the noeessity of your canring well; wliieb is sA 
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artiele, little as it is, diat is useful twke ertrj diy 
ofoae't life; wad tbe doing it ill is very troable^ooke 
^ one's self, and very disagreeable, often ridicnioiMt 
to others. 

Having said all this, I cannot help reflecting, what 
a formal dull fellow, or a cloisteredt pedant, would 
•ay, if they were to see this letter ; they would look 
upon it with tbe utmost contempt, and say, that 
mrely a father might 6nd much better tofncs for ad- 
vice to a son. I would admit it, if I had given yoa, 
Dr that you were capable of receiving, no better; but 
if sufficient pains have been taken to form your heart 
and improve yonr mind, and as I hope not withoat 
success, I will tell those solid gentlemen, that all 
these trifling thUigs, as they think them, collectively 
form that pleasing j'e ne $fai$iquaif that ensemUe, 
which they are utter strangers to both in themaelvea 
and others. The word uimabU is not known in 
their language, or the thing in their manners. Great 
nsage of the world, great attention, and a great de- 
lire of pleasing, can alone give it; and it is no triie. 
It is from old people's looking upon tliese tilings as 
trifles, or not thinking of tliem at all, that so many 
young people are so awkward, and so ill •bred . Tb«r 
parents, often careless and unmindful of them, give 
them only the common run of education, as school, 
junivenity, and then travelling ; without e x a mini ng, 
^aod very often wilb«ut being able to judge if they 
did examine, what progress they make in any one 
pf these stages. Then, they carelessly comfort thenw 
•elves, and say, that their «ons will do like other 
people's seas ; and so ihey do, that &, commonly 
very ill. They correct none of the childish oastj 
tricks, which they get at school ; nor the illiberal 
manners which they contract at the university; 
4»0r tlie frivolous and superficial pertness, which 
is commonly all that they acquire by their travels, 
As they do not tell them of these things, nobody 
«Ise can; so they go on in the practice of them, 
.withoat ever beariogi or knowing the( thi^ u% 
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imbMomiag, indecent, and shocking. For, as t 
fanve often formerly obe^rved to you, nobody but n 
Mbn can take the liberty to refirove a young Mr' 
low grown up^^for those kind of inaocnracies and im- 
proprieties of behaviour. The most intimate friend* 
ship, nnaSHJttffid by the paternal superiority, will not 
anthoriae it. I may truly say, therefore, that you 
«re happy in having me for a sincere, fiiendly, and 
quick-sighted monitor. Nothing wiU escape me : I 
ahatl pry for your defects, in order to correct them » 
as curiously as I shall seek for your perfections, in 
order to applaud and reward them ; with this difiRer- 
ence only, that I shall publicly mention the latter, 
aad never hint at the former, butinaletter to, or af^ 
^ Utc with you. 1 will never put you out of coun- 
tenance before company ; and I hope you will never 
give an reasofn to be out of countenwce for you, aa 
any one of the above-mentioned defects would maka 
me. Pnetor non curat de mtnimit was a makiu 
in the Roman law ; for causes only of a certiun valn« 
were tried by hkn ; but there were inferior juriedic. 
tions, that tool^cogninnce of the «mallest. Now I 
shall try you, not only as a prsstor in the greatest, 
but as censor in lesser, and as Ute lowest magistrate 
In the least cases. 

I^ve this moment recdved Kr. Harte's letter of 
1st November, new style ; by which I am very glad 
to find that be thinks of moving towards Paris, the 
end of this month, which looks as if his leg were bet- 
ter ; besides, in my- opinion, you both of yon only 
lose time si Montpelier ; he would find better ^ d- 
viee, and you better company, at Paris. In the 
mean tune, I hope yon go into the bestcompcmy there 
is «t Montpelier, and there always is some at the ia- 
tendantf s or the commandants. You will have had 
full time to hive learned iet p€tiu$ chtm$am Ltm- 
gtitdociemtet, which are exceeding pretty ones, be^ 
words and tunes. I remember, when I was in those 
parts,! wss surprised at the diffsrence which I found 
batwaen the people on ^t side, and those on^ha 
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otfif r ti4« of tb« BtaftM. The JVMMCMMur w«Nv' 
iagraefa], torly, ill-bred, vgl/, latd twaithj] tfat 
Laagvedociao* tbe verj ravene; n theerfvi, veil* 
bMd, hwufsone people. Adieo 1 Yo«n laoet iffM^ 
ltoMtel;« * 

P. 8. UpoQ i«flM>tieA I direct thk lettar to Parity 
I tbiok 7011 ami heve left Moiitp«Uer btiBM k 
eeuld^riye tfaene*. 



LVtttK CCX3ntVl. 

LomUm, IfovemUr fH^aS, ir5ft* 

Mr OBAR FRI£K]>» 

T WAS verj gtad to find, by your letter of tbe I9th, 
-^ N. S. that yon had iikformed yooneif to well e£ 
the tute of the Fr^Biuh marine atXoalon, aad of th» 
commerce at MaieeiUe*) they nre o}]j«ct9«hatileMrv« 
tbe inqoiry and attention of every man, vho intetidn 
tp be eonowmed in public affiiire. The Branch ari 
new widely attentive to both ; their commerce ia 
incredibly increased, within these last thirty yean; 
fhey have beaten us oot of great part of <H!ur Levnnt 
lEadej their Easb^India trade haa greatly affected 
oars ; and, in tlie West Indies* their Martinlce esta* 
Miahment siippliesf not only France itaeU; but the 
greatest part of Europe, with tngarsi whaeeaa <tKr 
islands, as Jamaica, Barbadoes, and tbe Leeward^ 
have now no other market for theirs but tngland. 
Utew Itance» or Caoada, haa also greatly l a s s ca ed 
our fur and skin trade. Xt is trae (ea you say) that 
we have no treaty of commerce subsisting (I do not. 
say witAAfitrseOtei, but) with France. ThcMwaaa 
treaty of oemmerce made, between England atid 
Fiance, immediately after the treaty nf VtMebt; bvl 
the whole treaty waa conditional, and to depend np. 
op the parUaaent'a eaacUng certahi tilings^ which 
WAre stipnUited in tw« of tie aitielea: the paflte*' 
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i after ft v^y ^unoos debate, would not do it ; 
•tftbe treaty fell to the ground] however, the out- 

, liMM of the treaty ardt, by Autual and tacit conseftt* 
the f entral rotes of our present commerce wMIl > 
Iteace. It is true too, that our commodities, which 
fo to iVance, must go in our bottoms ; the Frendi 
baviag initatod, fu maliy respects, our famous act of 
navigatioii, asr it is eommonly called. Thu act waa 
made in the year 1652, to the pariiament held by 
OBver Crodiwell t it forbids all foreiga ships to bring 
into England any raerehandiseor commodities what- 
aoerer, dint wore not of the growth and prodtKO of 
that country towluch those ships belonged, under 
penalty of the foi-feiture of such ships. This act wm 
particularly levelled at the Dutch, who were, at that 
time, the carriers of almost all Europe, and got hil- 
mensely by freight. Upon this principle, of the ad- 
vaotagev arising fh>m freight, there is a provision in 
the same act, that even the growth and prodncO of 
wir own colonies in America shall not be carried fkom. 

■ thence to any other country in Europe, without first 
tondiing in England ; but this clanse has lately been 
repealed; In the instances of some perishable commo- 
dttiesy SQch as rice, &c. vhich are allowed to be cais 
lied directly from 'onr American colonies to other 
co«rxiti>les« The act also provides, that two-thirds, I 
think, "of^those irho naidgate the said ships, shall hd 
British subjects. There is an excellent, and little. 
t>ooli/-wiHtea by th« foanons Monsieur Huet, Ev^ue 
d*Avi«iehes, tttr ieCammerce dei Anciens, whi«h 
is irery mell nmrtk yodrTeading, and very soon reatf. 
.IfelHIt'give yoQvdearnotionof the rise and pro- 
i9r*s»«f bOWDttercek* There are many other books, 
•arWMitaka kip. tiio' history of comnlerce where Mon- 
|iwi* d*AvrancliM4eaves it, and bring it down tb 
'tk^mMLnmrv i «dvise you toia^ad'avme of them with 
xoet; .eomairee being a very diacintiat.piai of poN- 
Kiaak knowMg* in'«very couhtry ; but more parti- 
Biyritt ifliiiy^-whieb owes alt iKi^ritihes a&d power 
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I ^me now to another pvt of yovr lettfir^ w h iwk 
if the orthography, if J may call bad npeUiog tfik^ 
gf0pksf. Yob spell iodneoTM^M; aad g nu i mu 
jpm spell graadure; two ^Ita of upkicb hm of mj 
lioute-maids voold have been guilty* I mvat MU 
,f9^, that orthognfpby, in the true tensft of the woc< 
ia SQ abol«t«(ly necessary for a man of kttetsy or a gas- 
4)anaOt thai ope false apelliag auiy Ax a Fidtcnle vp. . 
Ml him for the rest of his life; and I kn«1r a man of 
f «aM^, vho never reeovered the ridicvia of faairiiig 
tpelled mhoUsmne without the m. 

Heading with care wiU secare eiveiy body from 
Mse spelling i for books are nlwaya well spelled, 
^iseording to the orthography 6f the times. Some 
.wards are indeed doubtful, being spelled differently 
\9 different anthers of eqnal authority ; but tlMM 
•fe few ; and in those caseft every kaan has his ap- 
<ioD, because he may plead his authority ailher way ; 
.but wbere tbM-e is but «ne right way, as in tbe two 
.words above-mentioned, it is unpavdoaable and lidio, 
jculous for a gentlerawi to miss it: even a womaswf 
.a tolerable education would despise and laugir^ a 
lover, who should send her an Ul>sp^ bUlt^-^kmx. 
.Xfear, and suspect, that you have taken it intoyfetr 
-kv^d, in most cases, that ^e matter is «11, and tbe 
manner little or nothing. If yon have, w n doce i re 
yourself i and be convinced, that, te every thii^ the 
manner is full as important as the matter. If yon 
apeak the sense of an angel in bad word^ and with a 
disagreeable utterance, Aobady Will hear yao tWiee 
.who can help it. If you write cpisUea as wall aa 
.C4c€aro, but ia a very bad hand, and very i M - ap e ll ad, 
whoever reo^ves will Uo^ at diem }' afod if yon Iwd 
-the figure of Adonis, with an awkward air and ma- 
tioi^, it WiU disgust, instead of pleisaog.' Stndgr 
wanner therefora in every thing, if yon wowld be any 
thing. ]iy principal inqviries of my frienda at Parii, 
ttmcerning-ydu, idM be relati>*bte your manneref 
4Qing whatever ytm do. IshansotiQqttire,.wiMllmr 
you understand Demosthenes, I^citns, or Hwjyi 
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pt Mi eum Imperii; bat I shall ixu|ttire whether joar 
vtterence is pleadng ; yoar style. Dot only fwn, bat 
element; yoor maimen noble end ea#y, your air and 
address engaging ; in short, whether you are a gen- 
tleman, a man of fashion, and fit to keep good com- 
p*a9, or not ; for, till I am satisfied in these partica- 
lars, yoa and I most by no means meet; I ooald not 
possibly stand it. It b in your power to b^eome all 
tUaatPaiis, if yon please. GonsoltwithlAdy Htfi 
way and llailama BConc9iiseil upon all theN matter*; 
•Ad they will speak to ymi, and advise you freely. 
TeU them, that biaogHm eompatireencor*, that y«i 
era mtterly new in tlie w^ld, that yoa arp desiroat 
to form yearselfj that you beg tibey will reprove^ ad* 
vise, and conrect you} thai you know that non« dh 
do it se well ; and that you will implicitly follow 
their difee|iens.. This, together with yoor carefn| 
obiervatioa of the manners of the best compass will 
feally form you. 

Abb4 Guasco, a friend of mine, will come to you, 
•isooaas be know* of your amval in Paris; he is 
well received in the best companies there, and will 
itttrodooeyou to them* Ho will be dfaiioiwi to dOk 
you aaj aerviqe he ean j ho is aelive and oorioaa 
oodoaAg&vo you information apoo most thbsgf. Ho 
is a sortof coMviMioiit of the Fresidont Montia» 
^ioo, to whom yoa have a letter. 

limagine that this letterwill not wait for yon vesy- 
loag at Paris, where I reekoa yoo will bo In ahOM o 
foftlligbh AdlTO. 
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LETTER CCXX3CVII. 

A Lcmdres, U £4 Dec, F. S. 17M. 
HON CI^ER AMI, 

^OUS voi\k k 1ft fin FarbieD, «t il.fsut e'adjrmier 
' A uQ Parisaea en Fnn^foifi. Tons vondres Men 
aqui me ri^pondre de mtoie, pttisque je serai bias 
aite de voir i quel point vous {Mssedez T^l^giuice, ia 
d^licatesse, et rortographe de cette laague, qui est 
devenue, pour aiQu dire, la langue uafareis^le de 
. l*£urope. Od in*as8ure que voos la paries fort biea : 
imais il y a bien et bien ; et tel passera poor ia bian 
parler hors de Paris, qui passeroft lui<m^e pour 
Oanlq^ k Paris. Dans .ce pais des modes, le laa- 
gage mdme a la sienne, et qui change presqu'imsyi 
sooveat que celle des habits. 

L'qfflBUi, lepr^deux. It niologique, y^sonttrap 
i la mode d'aujourd'hoi. Counoissea>les, remar- 
qiies4e8y «t pariez-les mtoie, 4 la beooe faewe, maia 
ae voos «n laisses pas infecter: Tesprit au«s& a sa 
mode, et actaellement i Paris, c'est |a Bioda d*ea 
avoir, en d^t m^e de Minerve ; tout ie moada 
cotireapr^ resprit,<qm par parenth^seneae Imsae 
^ jaoMus lAtraper; s'il ne se pr^sente pas, on a bdau 
.aoiuir. Mais malheoreuaanent pour «eax qni ea«. 
rent apr^s, ils attrapent quelque .chose qu*ila ptao.* 
nent pour de Tesprit, et qulls donnentpour tel. C'est 
tout au plus la bonne fortune d'lxion, c'est une va. 
pear qu'ils embrassent au lieu de la D^esse qu'iis 
poursuivent. De cette erreur r^'ultent ces beaux 
sentimens qu'on n*a jamais senti, ces pensees faussea 
que la nature n'a jamais produite, et ces exprcosioos 
entortill^ et obscures, que non settlement on n»«n* 
tend point, mab qu'ou ne pent pas m«me d^chiffivr 
ni deviner. C'est de tons ces ingr^ens que sont 
composes les deux tiers des nouveaux Urres fVao. 
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■ ^<As qui- paroissent. Cest la iicra¥elle cviriiie da 
fwrneaae, o& Talamtnc travaiUeau lieu dix.-pot et 
de Ja brodiet et o^ les quinteBsences et les eztndu 
domiDent. K. B. Le sei Attique en est banni. 
• U voua faudra bieii de terns en terns manger d« 
oette nonvelle cuisine. Mats ne vous-y laisies pat 
oorrMnpre le go&i. Et qnand vous voudres donner 
4 manger k Totre tour, studies la bonne vieille aii> 
aine do teins de Louis XIV. 11 y avoit aiprs dee 
cbeft admirablea, comme Comeille, Boilea'o, Ra. 
oin^ et la Fontaine. Toutce qu'ilaappretoient ^toit 
ainple, sain, et soUde. Sans ni^ta|riiore, ne voas 
lipases pas ^blouir par le faux brtllant, le recfaerdi^v 
lea anlitb^ses k la mode ; mais senres-vous de votre 
prol^ bon sens, et appeUes les anciens k votre se- 
cows, pour.Tons en gamntir. D'un autre c6t^, ne 
vous moquea pas de ceux, qui s*y sent laiss^ si6- 
doire ; vous 6tes encore trop jeune pour faire le cri- 
tique* et pottF vous eriger en vengeur s^v^re du boa 
sens les^. SealesMBt ne vous laassea pas pervertir, 
mais ne songes pas k convertir les autres. • Laiases- 
les .jour tranquiUement de leurs erreurs dans - le 
goAt, comme dans la religion. Le goAt en France a, 
ikpols oa si^e et demi, un bien du haut et du bas, 
anasi bien qiie la France mtoie. Le bon gdut com- 
meii9a senlement 4 se faire jour, sous le regne, je 
ae diS' paa de JLouis XIII, mais du Cardinal de 
JticheUen, et fut encore ^pur^ sous celui de Louis 
XIV, «rand Rei au moins, s'il n'^oit paa grand 
faomme. Comeille ^toit le restaurateur du vrai, et 
Jefondatenr da tbtetre Sranvois ; se resaentant tou- 
jours an pea dw concftH des Italians, et des c^gfc- 
4iegt des Eapagools ; t^moin les epifpammes qo'il 
iisitd^iter<4 Cbim^ne, dans ■ tout Texc^s desa 
idottlear. 

Mius avaat son terns, les troabadeurs et les to- 
tOMOiamn ^toient autant de fons, qui treuvoimit des 
•iota pour lea admirer. Vera ia fin du regno du car* 
diaal de Richelieu, etau commencement de celulide 
Ixrais XIT, rb6tel de RambooUIet «]»itl* tempi* 
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da f o&t, mais i1'«b goC^t pas enoore tDttt>A.fiut 4pwl. 
C'etoit pl&tdt HB laboraloire d'esprit» o& Toa donnwt 
1« torture an boo was, pour ea tirer noft eas«neo 
subtile. Voitore y travailloit, et sumt mAme. 4 
grosses gouttes pour fain de I'esprit. Mais cnfin 
Boileaa et Moliere fix^rent le go&t da vnd; ead«pit 
dea Scuderys, et des Calpren^des, &c* Ila d^coofr> 
rent et mirent en foite les Artamenes, les JvtMs, ks 
Oroondaies, et tons ces heros de ronMuw, qoi i»»< 
loient pourtaai chacan d*eax une arm^. Ces iomm 
cherchereot dans les btbliotheqaea wn aB3rlaqa,*«m 
leur refosa ; et Us n'en trouver«Bt que daoa qsaU 
ques ruelles. Je toos conseille pomtaat d« Ure «i 
tome de Cl^opatre, et un de Cl^Ue, saaa qnoi U vo«» 
sera impossible de vous former une idee decM ckIka* 
vagances ; mais Dka vons garde d'aller j«aqo*a« 
dou2ieme ! 

Le go<kt resta par et vrai pendant pi«aqae tovt !• 
regno de Louis XIV, et jnsqu'^ «e qn'nn trte bena 
genie y donna (mais sana le vMiLoir) quelque a^ 
teiute. C'^ott ISonsieor de Fonlen^te, qot antac 
tout I'esprit da monde, et on grand afavosr^ anvi* 
fioit peut-kre on peu trop anx GncM, 4omlt il ibakt 
le nottrisson, et, Tel^Te favori. Adrair^ aree noacMik 
on voulut I'imiter, mais malhe«re«seaient po«r !• 
si^cle, i'anteur des Pastorales, de THist^rades Or». 
cles, et da Thtotre Franfois, trouva moina dHmit^ 
teura, qne le Cheyalier d*Her Be tfouvn de eingca, 
Coutrefait depais^ par mttle auteors, il n*n paa 46ttt 
imit^, que je apache, par an ■enh 

A I'beure qa'il est, Tampire d« inii goftt am mk 
parott pas trop bien afferml en Fnnee ; aoMate i 
la v^rite, mais U est d4ehir4 par des partis ; II j a 
la parti des petits.maH«se, celill das cailUttas, caM 
des fades auteurs dont les oavrages sont vtrAs wt 
focesf €t pratereamihii, et enfln an p«i«l aombtwnc 
et fort k \m mode, d'aateutt qni d^b4«ent dona m 
galimatiaam^tapbysiqaelearsfaaa ndloMMM, sar 
les aoovemens et les ••Btbatat «!• i?ailN^ du CMi«v 
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lf«v0«« «■ laiaoM fat impoeor par la mode, »l 
{Nir 4« oUqnes qoe vous poimes fir^quenter; mals 
annes taates oes differentes esp^cae, avaut qve da 
Jes repofvoir an paiament au coin da boa sens ct dfe 
Jfandaoii} at soies bleu persuade qne tien n^tttbetm 
ffU€ievrmk Tqut bviUaotqui &a rteuHa pas da<Ia 
«olidlt6 et da la jastasaa da la pensea, n'est qa'oA 
ianx briilant. Lt mot Italien sur la diamaat ast 
bieo vFBi k cat ^gafd : qtumto pHi todexsa. Unto fHk 

JStvt caci n^ampAcbe paa qiM vous na deviaa vovt 
CMkforaer aKt^rtavrement a«Ui modes et aax tons das 
4ftff6i«Qfeas oompagaies o4 v«us vous traovevea. Pasw' 
teft ^pigirammes avac les patits-mattres, senttanans 
feos avec las caillettss, et galimatias avac les bwam 
0apait8 par ^Ut. A la bonne haura ; A vti|reaga» oa 
n*est pas i voos & donner le ton ik la compagnie, 
PMlssacaaftrafaraiieprefBdre. Examtnaabieapour. 
Mnt* at paaap tout aala an-vous^ntoie ; dtsUngnea 
bien le fiaux du vrai, et na psaawpas. la clinquant 
dn Tassa poor Tor de Virgile. 

Vous trouverea en m£me terns k Paris, des an- 
tenrsy et des compagnies, tr^s solides. Vous n*cn- 
tendrea point des fadaises, du precieux, dn gaind4, 
cbes Madame de Monconseii, ni aux hotels de Ma- 
tignon et de Colgny, oh. elle vous pr^sentera; le 
President Montesquieu ae vous parlera pas pointa. 
Son livre da rEsprit des Loix, ^crit en langue vuU 
gairet vous plaira, et vous iostruira egalcment. 

Frequentez le theatre quand on y jouera ]es piuc^ 
de Coraaille, de Racine, et de Moliere, o^ il n*y a 
qne du natural et du vrai. Je na pretends pas par- 
Ik dooaer rexdusion k plusieurs pieces moderaes 
qui sontadmirables, et en dernier lieu C^ie, piAce 
• plalaa d»«sfptanai»^ raaia de sentimens vrais, natu- 
i^B» at dans lesquels on sa reconnolt. Voulea-vons 
aom^hra les caract^res dn jour, Uses les ovvrages 
dafii^Vaian le fils, et da Marivau. Le premier 
attim <peiBtra egriccUaut ; ia aacoad a beaueoup etu- 
4us^«^«MmuliMiBt^\B'Msm, panUtra mtea oa pev 
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trap. Les EgareoMinrditCoNn* et «le FEtprtt'par 
Cr^illon est on livre excellrat dans c« •feaf*; -let 
cantct^res y soot btea marqa^ ;> U voa» uuiieMlm- 
4iuiiieDt,etiiev«ms8er» pas inutile. L*fiistaire ilj»- 
poaoiae de Taaaaii, et de Neadarn^ da mteia «•» 
teur, est una aimable eztnvaganc*» et parsan^-d* 
rMexioustntejttstes; eafia, voas tro«:Teraa bten 4 
Paris <Ie quoivons former ua ffoikt sur et jnsery paor- • 
vk que Tous ae prenics paa le chaaga. 

Comme je voos laisse sur votre bonne M k Vutt, 
■ana sarveUlant* jm aM Aatte que vaa* n'alHueres 
fMB de ma confiancek . Je ae damande paa «|aa ^mia 
-aoies.CapiMia; Inen au ooBtraire» je innm reooiab 
mande les ^ilaisiis^ nuoa yezige que eas aeieat tea 
piaiairs d'un honalte homma. Cesplaisira4i do ua a ni 
•du. briUant au canet^e d'onjeunehoanne; aiaia 
la d^baacfae avilit et degrade. Taurai das r^atiaat ' 
tr6$ vrai'e* et detaiUees de votre condukOy et aelea 
089 relAtioas je serai plua^ on nioia9» on. point d* 
Coat, 4 voos.. Adiaa. • 

P. S. Ecrivez<moi sans faute une fois la semaine, 
at r^pondea k celle'-ce en Franfois. Faufilea«voas 
tanl que vous le pourrez chez les ministres etrangers* | 

Cest voiager en di/Tereus endroits sans changer de 
place. Parlez Ilalien k tous les Italiens* et AUer 
niand a tous les Allemaudsque vous trouverez, pour 
cntretenir ces deux langues. 

Je vous soutiaite, mon cUer, autant de nouvellei 
ann^ que vous m^riterez, et pas une de plus. Mail 
puissiez-vous en meriterun grand nombre! ,. , •, 



TRAKSLATIOK. *. J^Z. /*' 

MY DEAR miENP, , * ^7"^ 

AT length 50U are become a Pacisian, and 
•** queotlj aust be » AA m,,mmA i..B-i^.«k.^ - 



«lM> •aamm m% i m ti ft »a[a e iai^aag<^jtbat>i oaftkt 

Digitized by Google 



IBTIUbl TO HIS SON/ SS^T^ 

aUr 16 Jail* of tlM itgt— m wUch yon poiMM tb« 
ri^fi iuy , the deHcacy, ud the oitbogrmphy of thftt 
levgaiift^ wfaicb U, itt a nstumr, beeomo tbe uni- 
▼mmI od« of £iifope. I am tatwod that you spaak 
kw«U; bot iathatipelltlioraaragradatioM. He 
who la tbe. provincea might be reekoeed to s^eak 
e oti ee tl y» woold at Paris be faetted epen ae an a»- 
dtm Oaol. la that coontry of mode, even laa* 
geage is sebserviaat to fiwhion, which varies atmost 
■e often as their doUies. 

Tbe es^btHdp the r^fUud, the itniagical, crmm^ 
mni JktkUnakU atjfie, are at ptcsent too much in 
^ogoo at Firis. Kuov, obecrfe, aad oreasieually 
eevreise 0f yon please), according to these diflereoc 
slylee; font do not let yoer taste be infected by them. 
Wit too is there sobsenrient to fashion; and actually^ 
at Perils eoe airnt have urit, even in despite ef Mi- 
acrea. Everybody mas after it, altboagli, if it does 
not coflw aataraUy, aad ef itMlf, it can never be 
overtatea. Bat uaftntaaatelyfbr those who paime, 
tlM^seiae upon what they. take fer wit» and eadsa*' 
voar to pass it fi»r soch apoa others. TMs is, at 
best, the lot of Ixion, who embraced a dead instead 
of tiM goddess iMpittSBod* itae sentimeats wMeli 
sever eadsted, Iblse and annataral thoaghts, obscnro 
and far-songht expressions, not only anlnteUigibIe» 
bat wtaidi it is evto impoistble to decipher, or to 
gaees at, are all the ooaseqaeaoesof this eiver ; and 
iwo-tbirds of the new Vtench books which now ap- 
pear, are made ap of those ingredients. It is the 
new cookery of Parnassus, in which the still is em- 
ployed instead of the pot aad the spit, and wbera 
^pilalsseeaces aad eatniots are chieiy nsed. K. B* 
Vhe Attic salt U proscribed. 

ToB will aoiw and then be obliged to eat «f this 
aew eookecy ; but do not saffbr year taste ta be cor» 
rapted by it. And when you, in yoat turn, are de- 
iitoas of treating ethers, take the good old cookery 
of Lewis the Fo«rteenth*s reiga for your rate. Tbera 
'••tt.ai^thac ttea adadAbte heaO^Mks, saeh ae 
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Gonieille, Boileav, Kactne, and Lft Fontahie. Wtaau 
ever they prepared was simple, wholeaomey aad 
solid.— But, layiug andeall metaphors, do not aaffnr 
yourself to be daa^Led by false brilliancy, by onnata- 
ral expressions, nw by those antitheses so much ia 
ftshion; as a protection against such ioBOvstieoSa 
have recourse to your own good sense, and to the 
ancient authras. On Uie other hand, do not lan^ 
at those who give into such errors ; yon are as yft 
too young to act the critic, or to stand forth a aevera 
avenger of the Violated rights of good sense. Con- 
tent yourself with not being perverted, but do not 
think of converting others ; let tiiem <piietij «ijoy 
tbmr errors in taste, as w^l %s in religion. Witida 
the course of the last century and a half, taste m 
stance has (as well as that kingdom itself) nnder- 
gone many viciMitades. Under the reigi^ of <I do 
not say Lewis the TIdrtaenth, but of) cardinal do 
Richelieu, good taste fitst began to make its way. 
It was refined under that of Lewis the Fourteenth ; 
a great king at leas^ if not a great man. ComoQe 
was the restorer of true taste, and the founder of the 
French theatre; although rather inclined to the Ita> 
lian coneetHt and the Spanish agudaie, Witnete 
those epigrams which he makes Chimoie utter in tho 
greatest excess of grief. 

Before his tune, that kind of itinerant authors call- 
ed TroubmeUmr$ or Romanden was a apedea of 
madmen, who attracted the admiratioB of fools. To- 
wards the end of the cardinal de Ricbelieii's rdga^ 
and the beginning of Lewis the Fourteeati&'ty tibe 
temple of taste was establisbed at the MCei of 
BambouiUet; but that taste was not jqdicioaalj fo> 
fined : this temple of taste might more |>ropaly hav« 
been named« a laboratory of wit|^ where good aense 
was put to the torture, in order to extract fipom it 
the most subtile essence. There it was, that Vottan 
laboured hard and incessantly, to create wit^ At 
length Boileau and Moliere fixed the atandanl of 
tnietaste. la apite of the SeiHiefTi, tlie Giklpi«M> 
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* 4e^» &c. fliey defeated and pot to flight Aitammtif, 
Juba, OroondaUs, and all those heroes of romance 
who were notwiU»tandi&g (each of them) as good 
as a whole armyj Those madmen then endeiwoured 
to obtain an asjlnm in Ubraries : this they could not . 
accomplish, bnt were under a necessity of taking 
ahtfter in the chambers of some few ladies. I would 
hare yoa read one volume of Cleopatra, and one of 

' Clelia ; it will otherwise be impos^le for you io 
fbrm any idea of the extraragancies they contain t 
but Ood keep you firom ever persevering to tiie 
twelfth. 

During ahnost tiie whole reign of Lewis the Fomw 
teenth, tne taste remained in iu purity, until it re> 
ceived some hurt, though undesignedly, from a very 
fine genius, I mean Monsieur de Fontenelle; who, 
with the greatest sense, and most solid learning, sa- 

' crttced Vatfaer too mtidt to the Graces, whose most 
ilRvoutite cbUd and pupil he was. Admired with 
reason, othera tried to imitate him : bnt unfortunatel j 
for us, the author of theTastorals, of the History of 
Oracles, and the Frendt Theatre, found fewer imi- 
tators, than the Chevalier FHer did mimics. He 
has since been taken off by a thousand authors : bnt 
never really imitated by any one that I knpw of. 

At this time, the seat of true taste in France seems 
to ine not weE established. It exists, but torn by 
iaetfoos. There is one party of petiU tnaUret, one 
of half-learned wonen, another of insipid authors, 
whofee wQCks are «eti6a et voces et prmteretmikU s 
and in short, a numcuous and very £sshionabie party 

' of writers, who, ia a metaphysical jumble, introfiaoe 
their ftlseandsnbtile rsasoDings, upon themoveoMBAtt 



and tiie sentiments of the toml, the heart, and the 



vUpontl 
,,theh 



Do not let yoursdf be overpowered by fisshion, 
ftor by particular stfts af people, with whom yo« nay 
be connected; but try all the different coins, before 
yon receive any in payment. Let your owm gtfod 
aense and reason judge of the value of each ; ttd'l^ 
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peniuded, that nothing eon be bemutifUl t 
true. Whatever hiiUiancj is not the icsuit of tiift 
solidity and jastness of thought, ia b^t a falae glare* 
The Italian saying npon a diamond is cqaally juat 
with regard to thoughts* < Quanto pidi aodeBau, tiAt» 
fih splendore.* 

All this ought not to hinder jroa from confonBing 
extemallj to the modes and tones of tiae dMfaou t 
companies in which you may chance to be. With tbm 
pttiU mattrei speak epigrams; lalse 8eiktim«at»» 
with (tivolous women ; and amiatare of all these tiv 
gether, with professed beaux etpritt, I would haw* 
you do so i for, at your age» you oi^ht not to afxii 
»t changing Uie tone of the coiiipaaiy» bwt oonfonn to 
H. Examine well, however; weigfb aQ maturely 
within yourself; and do not mistake the tiasel oi 
Tasso, for the gold of Virgil. 

You will find at Paris good authors, end drdea 
dbtmguished by the solidity of their reasoniiig. Toa 
will never bear trtJUjig, a^keUd, and faiwaoiigfhc cob. 
Tersation-s at Madame de Monconsea's, aoret th« 
*dC(2s of Matignon and Coigai, where she will la- 
traduce you. Tbe president Moatesquieu will not 
•peak to you in the epigrammatio s^le. His book, 
the Spirit of Laws, written in tiie vulgar toagn*, 
will e<iually please and instruct you. 

Frequent the theatre, whenever Comellle, RMrine, 
and MoUere'^ pieces are played. They are acGordtaa 
to aatare and to truth. I do not mean by this to 
Ei;i*"i"; *;;*•** ^ ^^^^ admin*lc modem {days^ 
n? n-T ^ P^"***** '^P***' ^W» sentiment, thlit »e 
S«i« !'*"?• •'^^ •Pfrfioible to one's self. If you 

?.'rn,^eJ?^cU'uo:'r^ °^ ^^ ~- ^; 

works. The forr^ - ***• yo»n«^' •«»«* Manvanx** 
latter has 8tudied*L!i u™**** ««««»*«»* painter; tfaa 
hapstooweU. ^rSu. "f'* ** *""*" ****^' P**"* 

• Imitated in w^J. .. . 
eriled Eugenia. *^**8lish by Mr. IVaacis, in a play 
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de VBvUt it an ezceUimt work in its kind ; it will 
be dt* infinite mMt^qment 10' j<m, md not totally use- 
leu. The Japanese history of Tannui and Neadaro^ 
kgrtkrme anther* i»an amieUa extravagancy, in* 
ttnpensd witfi liie most joti reflections. In short* 
^vided you do not mistake the objects of your at- 
itesftioft, yo« will ind matter at Paiis to form a good 
imd true taste. 

At I sliaU let yon remain ttt Viiris withovt any per- 
te« te diraot ye«tr eendnc^ I flatter myself that yon 
^viU BotflMdce elMtd ase of the eonftdeaee I repose in 
■ytm. I de not reMmihaft you shcniM lead the life 
of a Capnebin frihr^ quite flie contrary^ I reoom- 
ttend pleatttes to you ; ^«ri eipect that they Aall 
hm the ^>leasmres of a gentlemsn. These add hrilU- 
aaey to a yeeng man*s ehriracCer: hut debauchery 
^pittfias and degrades it. I shall hare ver^ true and 
«Nwt acconnts of youv eendnet ; and according to 
<h» i s il^t«M i ti eM f receive, ahall be more, or less, or 
aM^ ai aHy yeniv. Asieu. 

P. 6. De net omit ^irrithsf to me once a week ; 
Mid let your answer to this letter be In Frendi. 
'Ceoiieet yoursdf as rau^ aa postfble vMti the fbrelgn 
■ii|ils»fra^ whfah is properly travelKng into different 
••onnMes, without gotng from one place. Speak 
Italian to all the ItiUians, and German to a)! the Ger- 
-mana'yonmeet, in order not to forget those two Ian* 



I wirii yms, my dear friend, as many happy n«w 
3pears as you desenre, and not one more. May you 
4lcsfrve a fieat ttiMiber ! 
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LETTER CCXXXTHI. 

Londm, JMnMiry S, a S, 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

BY your letter ^f Ibe 5tb» N. S. I iod tb«t jmx^ 
tUbut at Paris has been a good one: j«a art 
•ntered into good compaiv. and I dare say joa will 
not sink into bad. ft«iaent febe bouses wiiere jo« 
bave been once invited* and b«v» vooe of that shy- 
ness which makes most of your oounUymvistnHi^ 
ersy wl^sre tbiiy migbk be i n t i B aat e aqd domestic if 
they pleased. Wbtseveryoo have a gmwral itttit^ 
tioa to sup when yo9ple«se,profitofit with deooMib , 
and go everynow and then. Xiord Albemarle wi^ 
I am sore, be extremely kind to you} but UishosM 
is only a dinner house $ aqd, a» I un informed, fir^ 
quented by no French people. 3hoisld he huppe* t* . 
employ you in his bureau, wliich I much doubt, yo» 
must writs a beOer hand than jour tfmvooti ope, or 
you will get no great credit for your ray uscr ipts^ 
for your band is at present an illiberal one^t ifcift AOi. 
ther a hand of business, i^or of a gientiema^i but Ibt 
hand of a school-boy wiiUag his e sf r cis e, which h» 
hopes will never be read. 

Madame de Moaconaeil give* me % favonraUe ao* 
count of you ; and so do Marquis de MatigiioUy«i|d 
.Madame du Boceage; they all say that you desirs 
to please, and consequently promise me that you 
will ; and they judge right; fotr whoever^eally desises 
to please, and has (as you now have) the means of lean 
ing bow, certainly will please : and that b the great 
point of life j it makes all other things easy. When> 
ever you are with Madame de Monconseil, Madame 
du Boceage, or other women of fasliion, with whom 
you are tolerable free, say frankly and naturally, * • Je 
n'ai point d'usage du monde, j'y suis encoiw Uea 

• « I know Uttie of the worid, I am quite a oovice 
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junf f je iovliaiterois ardenunent de plake, mate j« 
a6»9fii«goerBSoommaitiii'y prendre. Aieilaboot^ 
Madame, de me faire part dc votre secret de plaire 4 
toot !• monde. J'en feeai ma fortane, et il vous ea 
natera poortant toujourB, pliia qa'il neVous en faat.' 
When, in conseqaenoe of this request, they shall tett 
ydo of any littl» error, awkwardness, or irofn^prietj^ 
jon should aofe only leel, but express, the wannest 
acknowledgement. Though natore should suffer, 
mad aha will, at first bearing them, tell them, * • Que 
ia erkiqae4a plus severe est, k rotve <gard, prenve la 
plvs marquee de leoi araiti^.' Madame du Boocage 
tella me, particularly, to inform you, * t Qu'il me 
iieca tanjoftrs frfaisir et hMineujr de me venir voir : U 
eat vrai qu'i son age le plaisir de causer est firoid | 
nas Je tach«^ de lui faire connmssaace avec dec 
jennes g«as,' Ace « Make use of this invitation, and as 
you live in a manner next door U> her, step in and 
out there frequently. Moa^ur du Boccage will go 
-with you,iie tells mev with greatpleasure, to theplays^ 
and point out to you whatever deserves your knowing 
^tre. Tbu is worth your aooeptance too, he has a 
very good taste. I have not yet heard from Lady 
Bervey upon your aubject; but, as you inform me 
that you have already sapped with her once, 1 look 
upon y oa as adopted by her : consult her in all your 
little matters; tell her any difiKulties that may occur 

in it ; and, although very desirous of pleasing, I am 
at a loss for the means. Be so good. Madam, to 
let me into your secret of pleasing every body. I 
.•hall owe my success to it ; and you will always have 
more than falls to your share,' 

• 'That you will look upon theawMt severe criti- 
eisBis as the greatest proof of their friendship.* 

t * J ahall always receive Che honour of his visits 
with pleasure: it is true, that at his age the pleasures 
of Qpnversation ve C9\d ; but I wjU endeavour to 
bring him acquainted with young piaople,* &c. 
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4ir Mridk MMM I 1km im»tkamg9^tm'mm^iit^l 
/tatfM, «b4 wttl help 9oii«t««|«lwlk 
^ jtairticomae«« p a Ut ^^k gnttdetf. «id 9o«Mqj*ik- 
tiAuiD.M«er7«pfilMMr«»-lMV' V«o^ttMgr W tfHM, 
I iteMwyi «• ofteBM y«« plcsse c ««i X woaiar fldVke 

To« My, very juMly, tbit M Mr. Arte l» Itevttg 
jM, yM tbAll want -«dviee VMM ttett cvoti; y#a 
«Im11 ntver wmH aiM} w4 W71M1 iMMrc •k^bady iMd 
«o oMMii of U, i mut MdwrnpMt tlHBi ttdtf 4# iMMt 
IhMW.alraadyfiMn yM» but IbM I wW d»^ lAd 

iit fiwit, IfkaH Mdyranliid 7M ofyMr t«o 
gi»«t4^e to ,'<dikli y—flwld^l<rmy «tWttitst 
they f p r il innwt ;, — d fai^iga O fci n. wmtTegtud 
to tbefiMniMiv you««iido«olMiig, irMl^«ta»sd, kttt 
AUeiid GMwMly to «hepliiity#«orMMii6W, and ele- 
CftBoy«f yoordicikm; tkiftolMniBiVMidsneeMihm 
«f your tttteraate, in w i i ata fw hMfoiige; yod tpiik. 
A* Iw the pwrlteMoary fawwiedge, I «ttl talM 
caraof4]wmrhcay*««(MM4MaM. With regard ti 
fereiga afaks, ev«y tUag yo« do-abfted mmf tatd 
Mlbt to toad tliat «wy^ ¥«ar iwdtag ihMdd te 
cbtoay hiatorttol } X d* sn* «••»• «f fatooto^ duft, 
«n4.M>nlovs history, sUU kasof jiotcnMlb ftetival 
Uatoryof toMils, miaerals, plants, ^e. Imtl mesa 
the useful, political, and constitutional history of 
£«TOpe, for th<so.lMt thrae Matories end an haM; 
The other thiag aeowsary for year foreign objoot, aad 
ttot less necewary dwB eitberaiideDt or ■iodeni4aoiiib 
' ledge, is a great knowledge of the wertd, mm 
politeness, address, and ItUrndtim h<m 
^tU, Inthatvtow, heeptngagreatdealofgoo^'cdn- 
pany is the principal point to wWch yon areii»#to 
•ttoad. It B eea a s ridknloos to toll yon> but It b 
most certainly trae, that your dandng toiaatm 1e «t 
4hls tine the iwui in aU fnrapeof Hi* gra«««t'il» 
portaaee to yo«» TMimiMednto»w^,to^«r«tt'to 
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■it, Ut^mi, 9mA wKtk wcH-f Mid yon mote ^tifthMV 
v«U^faior<ltr\»plflwe. WiMt ivith' your tftfrdMt, 
iMNM «nuiteg, aoA • great detl of epmpuiy* jrtmr 
(Ujp ily I ooBi^w* extrtmelj taken up; bat the day» 
if well eoptojed, is long enougtv for every thiiig ; 
and I am son jo« will act slattern airay one mo- 
roant of il in inaetionv At yew jkge- people have 
strouf and active spirits* alacrity aod vivadty la alf 
they <io$ aM impigri, indefhtigaUe, aad quick. 
^Ttie diffeivace iS} that a yeuag fellow of parts exerts 
all tlioae liappy dIspositioQS in tha pnrsait of 
proper objeeu ; eadeavouts to eveel in' the solids 
aad la 1^ ahowish parts of Iff'e'; whereas a silly 
pappyv or a dall rogae, throws away all his youth* 
and spkits apon tiMes, iHiiftn he is sertoo^ or 
aeon di^praoeAil vices, while h» aiihs at pleasares. 
Tnst lamsare, will not be yourcssa; year good 
swse aad year good «0Bdaet, hitiietto^ are yonr gna* 
raaiees with me for the fntare^ Continue only at 
Paris^ as yea bavabegaa ; an^your itay there will 
make yaa* what I hava al ways' wtehad yoa to be, as 
near perftetian as our natare ^pennitB. 

Adleo, my dear ; remember to write to me oner 
a week, aot as to a father, but without reserve,^ as tnr 
afriaad. 



LETTER CCXSIXIX. * 

ZotMtoil, Jtmuaty14, O. S. ITSl. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

AMOVO the msiqf -good things BIr. Ifartfl has told 
me of you, two in paititfalar gavetne great plea- 
aore. llie first, that you are eaceedlhg earefol and 
jealeosof the d^nlty of your character; tlmtis the' 
attra and solid foandation'upoa which ybu must both' 
acaad and rise. A man's moral character is a more 
dtolicate thing, than a Homan's reputation of chastity. 
A slip or two may possibly be fbrgiven her, and Ir 
VOL. II. N 
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character may be clarified \>f subsequent and cooti 
nued good conduct: bnt a maa's moral cbaracte^ 
OQce tainted is ineparably destroyed. The aecoD4 
was, tiiat you bad acquired a most correct and * 
tensive knowledge of foreign affairs, sucbas the hi&U 
jy, tlie treaties, aod the forms of government nf tb^ 
sevmal countnts of Europe. This sort of knowledge 
litUe attended to here, will make younotoulyusi 
ful, but necessary, in your future destination, 
carry you very far. He added, that you want* 
from hecce some books relaiive to our laws and cod 
stitution^ our colonies, Hod our commerce; of whicl 
you know less tlian of tliose of any other part of E^ 
ro;>e. I will send you what short books I cau t 
of that sort, to give you a general notion of tl 
things ; but you cannot have time to go into i 
depths at present, you cannot now engage witli no 
folios ; you and I will refer the constitutional paj 
of this country to our meeting here» when we will 
enter seriously into it, and read the necessary books 
together. In the mean time, go on in thi- 
are in, of foreign matters ; converse u : 
and otlicrs of every country ; watch ilic t 
of every court, and endeavour to tr^ce Uteni up 
ttieir source. Thuv, with your physics, your geoQ 
try, and your exercises^ witl be all tliat you can pqj 
slbly have time for at Parb ; for you roust allo« 
great deal for company and pleasures : it is they UiJ 
must give you Uiose manners, Uiat address, ihattou 
nurt of tiie beau moncUt which will qualify you i 
your future destination. You must first please 
urder to gel the confidence, and coasequeatly 1 
xecrets, of the courts and ministers for whom i 
with whom you negotiate. 

I will send you, by the first opportunity, a %h^ 
book writceu by Lord Boliogbroke, under the nad 
of Sir John Oldcastle, contaiuiog remarks upoo ( 
History of England ; which will give you a clear { 
Afii-hl notion of ourconstitutioa, and whichwiUscr 
voii at the same time (like all Lord Coiingbrok 



^EltERSTOHISJlON. IffiT 

workt) for a model of eloquence and style. I will 
ilso 8eQ<r you Sir Joshua Childe's little book upon 
trade, which may properly be called the Commer. 
eial Grammar. He lays down the true principles of 
cbmmerce, and his conclusions firom tlusm are gene* 
rally very jnst. 

^ce you turn your thoughts a little towards 
tnde and commerce, which I am very glad you do, 
r will recommend a French book to you, that yoo 
wiH easily get at Paris, and which I take tp be the 
best book in the world of, that kind ; I mean the 
IHctUmnaire de Commerce de Savory, in three 
volumes in folio; where you will find every 
tiilug tiiat relates to trade, commerce, specie, ex- 
change, &c. most clearly stated ; and not ouly re- 
lative to France, but to the whole world. Tou will 
Easily suppose, that I do not advise yon to read 
Sttdi a book toute de iuUe; but I only mean that 
you should have it at band, to have recourse to oc- 
casionally. 

With this great stock of both useful and ornamen* 
tal knowledge, which you have already acquired* 
and whicli, by your application and industry, you 
are daily increasing, you will lay such a solid foun- 
dation of future figure and fortune, that if you com- 
plete it by all the accomplishments of manners, 
graces, &c. I know nothiug which you may not aim 
at, and, in time, hope for. Your great iK>int at pre- 
sent at Palis, to which all other considerations must, 
give way, is to become entirely a man of fashion ; to 
be well-bred without ceremony, easy without negli- 
gence, steady and intrepid with modesty, genteel 
without affectation, insinuatiBg' without meanness, 
eheerful without being noisy, frank witliout indis- 
cretion, and secret witliout mysteriousness; to know 
tive proper time and place for whatever you say or 
d^ and to do it with an air of condition : all this 
it' net 10 soon, nor so easily learned as people ima- 
^He, bttt requires observation and time. The world 
is- an immensv folio, which demands a great deal of 
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time and attention to be read aud understood as it 
ought to be I you have not yet read above four or 
five pages of it ; and you will have but barely time 
to dip now and then in other less important books. 

Lord Albemarle has (I know) wrote to a firieod of 
his here, that you do not frequent him so much at 
he expected and desired ; tliat he fears somebody or 
other has given you wrong impressions of him ; and 
that I may possibly think, from your being seldom 
at bis house, that he has been wanting in his atten- 
tions to you. I told the person who told me this, 
that, on the contrary, you seemed, by your letters 
to me, to be extremely pleased widi Lord Albe^ 
marle*s behaviour to you ; but that yon were obliged 
to give up dining abroad d uring your course of expe- 
rimental philosophy. T guessed the true reason, 
which I believe was, that as no T^nch people fre- 
quent his house, you rather chose to dine at other 
places, where you were likely to meet with better 
■company than your countrymen ; and you were in 
the right of it. However, I would have you show 
no shyness to Lord Albemarle, but go to him, and 
dine with him oftener than it may l>e yon would 
wish ; for the sake of having him speak well of you 
here when he returns. He is a good deal in fashion 
iiere, and his puffing you (to use an awkward ex- 
pression), before your return here, will be of great 
use to yon afterwards. People in general take cha- 
racters, as they do most things, upon trust, rather 
than be at the trouble of examining them themselves { 
and the decisions of four or five fashionable people, 
in every place, are ^lal ; more particularly with re* 
gard to character, which all can hear, and but few 
judge of. Do not mention the least of this to any 
mortAl ; and take care that Lord Albemarle do not 
suspect that you know any thing of the matter. 

Lord Huntingdon and Lord Stormont are, I hear, 
arrived at Paris ; you have, doubtless, seen thenj. 
Lord Stormont is well spoken of here ; however. In 
your connexions, if you form any with them, shew 
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ratlwr a preference to Lord HnntiiigdMw forreasMi 
which you will easily {ueM. 

Mr. Harte goes thb week to Cornwall, to take 
possession of his living; he has been installed at 
'Windsor: he will return hither in about a month, 
/irhen your literary correspondence with him will be 
xegnlarly carried on. Tour mutual concern at part- 
ing wti» a good sign for both. 

I have this moment received^;ood accounts of you 
Irom Paris. Go on; vout itet en ban traim. JIdiea. 



LETTER CCXL. 

Londoitf Jammry 21, O, S» XfSL. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
K all my letters <rom Paris, I hove the pleawiv «f 



I 

■^ finding, among many other good things, your d«* 

jcility mentioned with emphasis : this is the sura 
way of improving in those things, whidi you only 
want. It is true, they are little ; but it is as true 
too, that they are necessary things. As they ut 
mere maturs of usage and mode, it b no disgrtee 
for an^ body of your age to be ignorant of tiiem ; 
and the m9«t compendious wi^ of learning them ii^ 
Airly 4t avow your ignorance, and to oansult tbotu 
iKbo, from long ns^ge and experience, know Uiem 
best. Good sense and goocWnature, suggest eivlKljr 
in genaral ; but in good-brte^ng there are a thon* 
sand little delicairies, which are estahMihed enly by 
custom; and it is these little eleganoesof mannein 
which distinguisb a «aurtier, and a man of tehtoo, 
bom the val^r. I am assure, by different people, ^ 
that joar air is aktady mack improved; andonnof 
ny oorreipoBd^nfts makt% ^an tho true fycnch eam^ 
pUment of Mying, * J*«se «oua pcmnettre ^uHl SMa 
bientdt cpoune «m de«na autres.' HAwevar aBto* 
OMBftK thte ipanrh lybeift Ihe na«tb«f ;si 

Digitized by Google 



S70 LORD CH£ST£RFI£LD*S 

nut, I am vm^ glad that they tMak it ap{dleablt f» 
yon ; for I would have yon not only uiopt, Mt ft^ 
iral, the best maiAen and nsi^es of the place ^u 
are at, be they what they will ; that is, the Tersati- 
Uty of manners, which is to iiteful in the oottlM 4rf 
the world. Choose yoor mod^s well at Paris, attd 
then rival them in their own way. There are fiashitfe^ 
able words, phrases, and even gestares at Farta» 
which are called du ban ton s not lo mention < «er- 
taines petites politeeses et attentions, qui die aaat 
rien en elles-mfimes,* which fashion baa re«iei«dJM- 
cessary . Make yonrself master of «U I 



* ti^on jfinfttqaa c?eat ttaPran9ois;* and wh^n here- 
after 3ros ahall be at other courts, do the same thiol 
tbiTe; and ccMifonn to the fisshionable mannera and 
nsageoftheplace; that is what the French themselves 
are not apt to do : wherever they go, they retain 
their own manners, as thinking them the best ; b»t 
granting them to be so, they are still in the wrong 
not to conform to those of the place. One would de- 
lire te please wherever one is ; and nothing is non 
innocently ftatteiing, than an approbation, and an 
Imitation of the people one converses witii* 

I hope your c<meges with Mitfcel' go en prospe* 
iroosly. In those ridiculous, though at the same 
time, really important lectures, pray intend, and d»- 
aii€ your professor idso to attend, more particalar* 
ly to the Chapter of the Anns. It is they that d^ 
(dde a man's being genteel or otherwise, more tbafe 
any other part of the body. A twist, or stifflnea in 
the wrbt, will make any man in Europe look a>Ht- 
ward. The next thing to be attended to is, your 
coming into a room, and presenting youraetf «» « 
fompany : tb^ gives the first impression ; andidla 
first impression is often a lasting one. Tbes«lbi«, 
jpray desire Professor Marcel to make you eooM^te 
futd go out of his room <req«enUyrand hi tii^atfppo- 
•ition of diffsrent oompuies being thqre; aweft Jm 
niai»ters» women* mixe4 JDompaiiie^ dU. Thof« 
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who present themselves well' have a eertaia difoi* 
tar i» their air, which, without the Jaaat aeemtng 
mixture of pride, ati^fuwmt""* ^^^ ^ respected. 
I shfwUi 4»tto<often repeat, nor so long dwell 
iiyx, infli trifles, with any body that liad less solid 
•ndvaloable knowledge than yon hare. FHvoloni 
people attend to those things, par pr^firence j they 
l»ow nothing rise : my fear with yoo is, that, from 
knowing better things, yon should despise these too 
jiMch, and think tliem of much less consequence 
than they really are; for they are of «; great de«l, 
and more especially to yoo. 

Pleasing and governing women may, in Ume, be 
of great service to you. They often please and go- 
vern others. A propoa / are you in love with Ma» 
jdame de Berkewode still ; or has some other taken her 
fdace in your affections ? I take it for granted, that 
.' qusB te cumque domat Venus, non erubesceadit 
•dniit igaibus.' ' Un arrangement honn€te siedbiett 
-k UQ galant horame/ In that case I recommend to 
you the utmost dtocretion, and the profonndest si- 
lence. Bragging of, hinting at, intimating, or even 
•ffectediy disclaiming and denying such an arrtmge* 
memi, will equally discredit you among men and wo- 
men. An unaffected silenotf Upon that subyect it 
4he only true medium. 

~ In your commerce with women, afad indeed with 
seu too, une ceriahu domcemr is particulaily en- 
gaging; it is that which constitutes that charaot^, 
Which th« Fk-ench talk of so much, and so justly va- 
lue ; t mean PaiimabU. This tUmeem' U not t# 
•asUy described as felt. It is the compound result 
•f difforent tilings ; a complaisance, a flexibility, bitt 
not a servility of manners ; an air of softness in the 
countenance, gesture^ and expression ; equally wfae^ 
jDier you concur, or differ with the person you eon- 
verse with. Observe tliose carefully, who have tbdt 
jUmemtr, which charms you and others ; and yohr 
cnmgood sense will Soim enable you to discover tMr 
4ttfhraitiQtr«dkiitiOfwhicliitiseoBtpos«d. Vtm 
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vhenever 5:0a are oUigad to (efa«e irhMb uled 
of you, or, to tay what in itself caonot.ke ^^eiy a^H*- 
•Jble to tluiae to ivUoai jon «aj it. It isthiMi tlie 
Beoestar3rc^diitg<ofa4iMereeable^. I^AimwUi 
SWMiMtM in a ttM>iiiaad of tbeae little tbiligtr «ggi»' 
KS^y. It is the munUhr inoHHUt, miath I Imw* 
«o often rfcommeDikd to j»«. The rgqwcftrt/e, Mr. 
Ilarte «Mi|iet me you do not «ai^ tad I telintie 
lum. .St«djr tlMO earcfuUjr, aad ao^oire |)erftctlj^ 
tkktuktuMe, and yoa will have ereiiy ttuag. 

Abb4 Guasco, who is aaother of jroor paacgjnista^ 
^t<«i me won), tbatihe has taken ym to ^laer at 
llasqpis de 8t» Germain^, .where jon wittlM wci> 
MOieras oCtan as y «ya ptcase, end the oftennr the hot- 
ter. PMftt of that, upon the principle of ^ravellin^ 
iBrdiiBventooiwtriet, without changing plaoet. He 
MIS too, that he wiU take yon te the pariiaencnt, 
trhea eny-remariwUe eaase is to be triad. That la 
leqy well; •» tfarengh the sevcml chamhersof <he 
HirMamrmti tH "^ and hear what thegrare doing : 
jftia pcaetioe and obaervatton to yoor theoretloal 
hnowledce of liMir richto and privileges. Ko Ettg- 
liihTT'T has tbetleastJMtion of them. 

I need notvecenaiead jpoo te go to the bottoaiof 
the constitutional and pc^Uical knowledge of eona- 
iriM ; Cer Jlf..Harte.tells me, that 91m h«ie« pettt- 
Uar tnra thetway, and ham infanned yonndf moat 
fPiiMtler of then. 

.lmwi»«>w|Mitsom»i|Betiesto yottras fee ajhtrit 
fmmdperUm which I am sow you ems answer 
ni%4md<pihifihIoimIonnnotenBwermyself: ifaey 
aiB nimn^mihieol anm^aneh talkedof. 

1st, Ai«:th9Km»jrrM*>cttlat fissmsfeqnisitefbr the 
tlDOtim ef ^hk«>ef the Bomane, diffeftnt-tem 
thime which aw nanffusiy flar tht -electieiH>f en ^m« 



J4li»)la net * king of the Remhns^ae IqgaBr 
alepmdl^y the eeles nf « m^oOm •f ^^ e lt etem , 
itf.by ti!» thhidpi aciy^t*** nmahnity •f thxitfr 
onf 
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. adly, Is there any parUesIftr law or constitnttoii 
«f cbc emptier that distangoMies, eitherin matter^r 
la form* theeledioii of a king of the Romans fhmi 
that of an emperor ? and is not the* golden boll of 
.Charles the Fourth, eqnally the mle for both i 

4thl7, Were there not, at a moetittg of a certain 
anmbfr of die electors (I have foigotten when), Bome 
rules and Itmilatioos agreed upon concerning tb4 
election of a king of the Romans? and were thos* 
restrictions legal i and did they obtain the force of 
Uw? 

How hi^y am T, my dear child, that I can apply 
tt> you for knowledge, and with a certainty of being- 
rightly infonned ! It a knowledge, more than «(iiick', 
flashy parts, that makes a man of business. A man 
Vho.is master of his matter will, with inferior parts, 
be too hard in parliament, and indeed any where 
else, for a man of better parts, who knows his snbjecC 
bat superficially : and if to his knowledge he joins 
eloquence and elocution, he must necessarily soon 
be at the head of that assembly ; but without thoser 
two, no knowledge is sufficient* 

Lord Huatii^don writes me word be has seen 
you, and that you have renewed jpour old school- 
ncquaintsnce. Tell nie foirly your opinion of him, 
and of hb friend Itord Stonnont ; and also of tho 
other SngUsh people of fashion you meet with. I 
promise you inviolable secrecy on my part. Ton 
and I must now write to each other as friends, aud 
without the least reserve; there will for the future 
be a thousand things in my letters, which I would 
not have any mortal living but yourself see or know. 
Those you will easily distinguish, and neither show 
nor repeat; and I will do the same by you. 

. JTo come to another snbject (for I have a pleasure 
io4alktDg over every subject with you) t How deep 
are youin Italian ? Do yon imderstsad Arioato, Tasso, 
Bpc^aedow and Maehiavelli? If yon do, you know 
enough of it, and may know all the rest, by reading, 
wheajovhiere^ivw. little or no botincwli writ* 
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tm is Itiilte^wMiifc ia luty; MMi<«fi yOoltBav 
enough of it to imdwitaBfi- the ftm.lmimmkttKm 
dMfe mmyin timtt coom is your tvaj* iumI ttwiwiyr 
lUliaa tMerably to tkooe my fev IttOiaiW) vte 
' spMk tto Frenoh, gim yoanelf Ji» ^Kthca: tanMitf 
«kMt thfttlangMge^ till yon bappaato fanvo loll tai- 
iiir»tQ|MrfiKtyo«vMlfiikit. UMiiofttlieaaowiiiti^ 
Ngord tn.CkrmaD ; yonr apAftkuig md-writing timk 
'wcU wUI fMurticalsiriy ditliiigiiidi jcou from, etwy 
Mhor Huui in Eaglaad ;. aiKi it« morapYBc, ol gnst 
use to any one -vrbo is, as probably yon will be^ «■»* 
fl^yod IB the Empiee. TtatrwSore, pmy oi^tivate it 
•edalottaly, by writittglbar or fiire lines in Gecmav 
eirery day, and by spedung it to every Gknnan ymi 
meet with. 

Ton lunre now got afboting ina gnat mnny good 
booses at Paxis, in wliich I sdviaeyou .to make yoiw* 
self doonesttc. This is to Jm d«n» I7 « ocrtaineai* 
ness of carnage, and a decent familiarly. Ijtot by 
way of potting yoorself upon tb« frivoloas footing' 
of being sofis eantequenee^ but by doing, in simio- 
degree, the honours of the house and table, oalling: 
yourself tn iocUmnitf, tegttiopin tPiei, stying to 
the master or mistress, * ceoi est de nam d^pajte* 
ipent, je m 'en charge; avopea que je m'«i acipiitto 
4 merveiUn.' This sort of badmof^ has somethinip 
<9igagiag and lUmt in it, and begets that deerat fk- 
miliarity, which it u botib agreeable and nsefttl to 
establish in good houses, and with people of fiaahidtt. 
Mere fomwl visits, dinners, and suppefs, upon for- 
mal invitations, are not the thing; they add to n«l 
Cflonexipo, nor infocmatioo : but it is the easy;, care<> 
less ingress and egress, at all hevn, that forms tSe 
pleasing and.profitafole commerce of lifv. 

The post Mt ao neglpgent*' ^^t X Joeo sofmo-Jotfeen 
from Paris entirely, .and receive others muds Imtet 
thanIshooU< Xo^ialwenbemyharlivMeeKM* 
ao Jetter Aom yov flir above a^foetid^it,. «itf«b» ^tm 
myimpathMice,:8eeDsal«ag:tiniew Kjoxpoet toiJia«r> 
tt^tmymh Mifit>a<w«efc(. Mr. Harteiis coae ^x.Omm^ 
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ft*fiMkel«f ^tooks'to'teod yovVy «li»ftnt«ppor«ifc> 
allft iNiMs I IMK0V6, DrtU be Mr.Torke'a ratal* 
i»9aiis. Tlie*G«Mk bcMks «niM fren^Mr.HMll^ 
iBd tlie'-Eiiiettrii omt fron fwir J m i fcte aarMttt* 
llMiA'Lsrd BoHattaralre's %rich gnwt •t Wrt teo, •• 
«MI lb tfMvtyto M to the aattiar. i wish ypa cMld 
Aim jMHMtf Midi svtflcfiamrefyUiigcagttk 8t;jlfi 
k lii« dNM of tfumghts ; «id »ii«lM#MMd ttwttght, 
HtontMU^lMBsod «iui, «ii|iesi« to gittt tdwMitBge* 
YMistf. A«M. 



LETTER CCXLI. 

Xondon, January 2Q, 0. £• Uoi* 

* Vr HBAK FRIEVD, 

i| BILL for ninety poun4s yterling was brought 
"^ me the other day, said to be drawA upon me L|y 
you : I scrupled paying it at Grst» not upon account 
9r Uie sum, but because you had sent me no letter 
of advice, which b alway-s done in those transactio&si 
»ud still more, because I did not perceive that yoy 
bitd signed it. The person who presented it desired 
me to look again, and that I should discover youi' 
same at the bottom ; accordingly I looked agaia, 
and, with the help of my magnifying glass, did per. 
ceive, that what I had first taken only for some* 
body's mark was, in truth, your name, written in the 
worst and smallest hand I ever saw in my life. I 
cannot write quite so ill, but it waa something iik^ 



rtib, 



./>d<ly^ jA^M^Op^. How: 

lr*«rr I*^d H at m venture ; though I would almoat 
Mft]i«r tow the money, than that such a slgnabure 
ihedW be yoors. Alt gentlemai, and all men of 
» ^Miifai » , w H »th<ir mmee aUrayt in tim Nnae way; 
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UmI tbtir iigMtw«.-maj be io veil kaowB •• art l» 
kf .ee«Uy coanterfiBited ; umI theyigeaenHy^rigBi* 
nther a lefger cbMractfer then thiBir f mipniwn <h>B*|i 
vbereas your iMne was in a lets, and whi— ;lkitm 
javrcommouwiitiiig. Xbis •nggestod to fna th^|ip»» 
flioM aocideoti which magr y^ probaMy haipfaft'tr 
joa, while jouwiite lo iU. For instaaap, tf^jMi 
were to wiitt in soeb a charader to tiM amm tt mifk 
office, your letter would isnaediately he aeat to tbm 
decipbeter, as contaiaiag maiten of the iifnwm m» 
crecy, not fit to be trusted to the eornnwehaBacter* 
Jf JOB were to write ao to aa antiquary, he (knowing 
you to be ainBB'^i|aaniB#WH[ri*«iMiii%«i|!dK 
by tbe Rumc, Celtic, orSdaToaian alphabet; afvar 
suspecting it to be a modem character. And, tf yon 
were to send a pauiet to a fine woman, in aileb a 
hand, she would tUak that it re^y came firoas <h« 
poulaittier, which, by the bye> is the etynolagy of 
the word poulU; for Henry tbe fourth of JPyanea 
used to send Hlletacumx to his mistresses, by^ib 
poulaiUitr, underpretence of sendingthem driven; 
which gave the name of pouUts to those short, but 
expressive manuscripts. I have often told you, that 
every man who has tlie use of his eyes, and of his 
fiand, can write whatever hand be pleases; and it 
is plain that you can, since you write both the Greek 
and German characters, which you never learned of 
tt writing-master, extremely wdl, though your cea». 
won hand, which you learned of a master, is an ea- 
eeeding bad and illiberal one, equally unfit fbrbusl* 
ness or common use. I do not desire Unit you should 
write the laboured, stiff chuacter of a writing-as^ 
iter: a man of business must write quiek and aii^ 
•md that depends singly u^on use. I would, tbera* 
fore, advise yon to get some very good writaag-ai» 
ater at Paris, and apply to it for a month only; whiok 
will besuiBcient; for upon my word, tho wfitiay<f 
It genteel plain hand of business is of asach Tirrrali^t 
fwrtance than you think. Tou will say* it vm^ fe^ 
Ibat. when you Wdta so tsry iUj it is 
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.te « Imrry t to>-irhlchl aanrar, fPlqr we yoa 
la^bviTj? A man of sense inaij be in luute^ 
MrceikBCverbeinabony, beeaase lie kaowt tkat 
■baHiew he does in • hony he mott neeessariijdo 
i wy iil* > He tny be in haste to dispetidt an affiir» 
^ot tav^nU take caxe not to let that haste hinder his 
ieiiig it meii. Little minds are in a hurry, when 
tiip objeetpiOTCs (as it commonly does) too big for 
them 2 Ihey ran, th^ iiare, they poasle, ooafoiind, 
•nd per|4ex themselves; tltcy want to do every thing 
at (moe, amd sever do it at all. But a man of 
pense takes the time neeessary for doing the thing he 



only appean by Die c 
it: he pursues it with a c 
it beCore he b^lins any other. I own, your tnne is 
modi taken up, and you have a great many different 
things to doc but remember, that you had much 
better do half of them well, and leave the other half 
nudone, than do them all indiffiBrently. Moieover, 
Jibe few seconds that are saved in the course of. the 
day, by writing ill instead of well, do not amount to 
any object of time, by any means equivalent to tiie 
disgvaea. or ndicule of writing the scrawl of a oom» 
aiOB whore. Consider, that if yocM* very bad writing 
•Mdd tonish me with matters of ridicule, what will 
It not do to others, who do not view yon in that par* 
Hal light that I do i There was a pope, I think it 
^aa.Pope Clugi, who was justly ridiculed for his^at- 
tention to little things, and his inability in great 
ones; and tlierefore called m ammi t inminimit, 
•mdfnktimmiH nuuHmia; Why? Because he aU 
tended, to little things, when he had great ones to 
do« At Ibis particular period of your life, and at 
4he ptafDeyoaare nowm, you have only little thingy 
to do ; moA yon should make it habitual to yon t^ 
4at^ them well, that th^ mey vequire na.attentioa 
iMimyvn'WiMa you have, as I hope you will havc^ 
fitatcf things tomind. Hahe « good haad-writiAg 
fiutUiMr tn y<m BOWf that joti ai^ hoTMfUc b«ve P 
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lh»g bvt7«ttr nattier to think of» when ywi4i > f t i » 
casioni* write to kwgsMdjBiiiiftteit. Dance, dr«M; 
present yourseif knbitually well now, that ynn nay 
have none of thoee little thiAga to llriflk «f ktmU V ui 
and which will be aU Decesaary to b«4oiM <«^«»-<MM^ 
•ionally, when you will havefraater things to do* ' 
ill I am eternally thinking of erery tMng ItML'ctkt 
he relatiTe to you, one thing has oecnrred to mo^ 
which I think necessary to mention, in order to pr». 
▼em the difficnlties which it might otberwiM toy 
you under : it is this ; as you getmore aequaintancM 
at Paris, it will be impossible for yon to fire«|«ent 
your first acquaintances, so mnch as yon dhl whilo 
yon had no others. As for example, at your^mt 
debutf I suppose you were chiefly at Madaine Mon- 
eonseil's, Lady Hervey*s, and Madaibedn Booc«ge'% 
Mnw that you have got so many other houses, yon 
cannot be at theirs so often as yon used ; hot fitwcf 
take care not to give them the least reason tothinli' 
tfiat yon neglect or despise tliero, for tire Mike'tff 
new and more dignified and shimng^aotpaalntancea; 
whicfa wonld be ungrateful and impntdent on ynnr 
part, and never forgiven on theirs. 'Call upon then 
often, though yon do not stay with them so long shi 
Ibrmerly: tell -tbem that yon are sorry yon are 
obtigod to go away, but that you have soch and nneh 
ongagements, with which good-breeding eblign yote ' 
tooomply; and insinuate, that you wonld rathCr' 
stay with them. In short, Uke care to ttahe as 
many personal firiends, and as few personal <e n cu i le»; 
as possible. I do not mean, by personal firtendn, in<« 
tilnate and confidential friends, ofwhieh no fnair 
am hope to have half a doaen in thewheile coorae of 
Us liie; but I mean friends, in the common accep- 
tation of the word ; that is, peoptewho spehk w^ 
of yen, nnd who would rather da yoo good than' 
havm, oonsistentiy with the^ own interest, and no* 
fiuther. iTpon the whole, I reoominend td yon* 
again and again let grncuv. Adom«l by them. 'yOb 
may, innmanmr, dowhatiFonploaiU; it irlU be 
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li>f: iHtiaoattliai^ your hwt q—Htiw witt 
^tmkaHtJ»m»vfic$cy, KadeavourtabefMWoBaMe 
afllMif theiVendii wMoii wiil Mon nude* yoa faihioa- 
■htetenn. M«Mieur de Mfttignon alMMly oaU* yow 
Ic^C^ JVttnyofe. If yoQ Ota get thai mim g«M» 
naijTAtBtfii, itviU put you d lamotU. Adiea^ 
■If dMr<4rild. 



LETTER CCXLII. 

London^ February 4, 0. S. Vf5l. 

WY DEAR FRIEND, 

npH£ accoiutt which I recetve of yo« fron Paris 
'*- gfov wtMj day more and more wiiifacttwy, 
lATd AUieiBarie haa vrot* a sart of paocgyric of 
jOOr which has haan aaaa by maay po^ia hara^ aod 
whichviUlieaTeryawfolforeroimerforyom Be- 
ing iikftehiony it. an importaoi point for any body 
anjirhera; bnt it wm^ be a great one for yon to be 
caUUiahad in the £ubioa liere befimra yon return* 
Tonrbntinesawottld behalf dona ^ it» aa I am tura 
yon would not give people reason to change their 
fnroorahle priaeutinientt of yon. The good that ia 
said of- yon will not, I am oonvtncedy make yen a- 
coxoomb; and, on the other hand» the beiag^ougfat 
aliU to want some little accomplishments, will, 1 am 
persnadad, not mortify you, but only animate yau 
to acqnire them : I will, therefore, give yon both 
l)|iriy, in the foUowiag. extract of a letter which I 
Jstlaly. raeeiitad from an impartiaL and disce rn ing 
IHand. 

* *J*Qm voos assurer <|ueMonsieuv Stanhafe r4ua> 
8ira» llaangrandfonddes^atroiivetnnfrm^moire 

.f < PesmiUaa^a aasnra ymi> sir, that Mr. Stan- 
hope will socoeed. H« haa« gr«at imd of knaw^ 
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prodigieuke, cans faire pande de Tan on d« ^f*t^ 
II cherche k plaire, et il plaka. II a de la pMrioa^^' 
niie; sa .figure est jolie, qooique petite. It Q*a ri«|^^ 
de gauche, quoiqn^U a'ait pas encore tontes Iff^, 
graces requises, que Marcel et les ^racunes Ini dQ» 
ueroDt bleutdt. Enfiu il ue lui manque que ce qui 
devoit n«Bcessairement lui manquer k son age; Je 
veux dire, les usages, et une certaine d^licate^e 
dans les manieres, qui ne s*acquierent que par le . 
tems et la bonne compagnie. Avec son esprit, il les 
prendre bientftt, il y a d^j^ fait des progr&s et il 
fr^uente les companies les plus propres k les lui 
donner.* 

By this extract, vhich I can assure you is a faitUial 
one, you and I have both of us the sadsfaction of 
knowing, how much yon haVe, and how little you 
want. Let what you have, give you (if possibltf) 
rather more iumiftg modesty, but at the same tioMi' 
more interior firmness and assurance ; and let what 
you want, which you see is very attainable, redou- 
ble your attention and endeavours to acquire it. 
You have, in truth, but that one thing to apply to ; 
and a very pleasing application it is, since it is 
through pleasures that you must arrive at it. Com- 

ledge, and an nnconunonly good memory, though 
he does not make any parade of either the one or ilh« 
other. He is desirous of pleasing; and he will 
please. He has an expressive countenance ; lAs fig^e 
is elegant, altliough little. He has not the least awk-. 
wardness, though he has not as yet acquired all the 
graces requisite ; which Marcel and tlie ladies will 
soon give him. In short, he wants nothing but thbsi 
things, which, athb age, must unavoidably be want^ 
ing ; I meui, a certain turn and ddicary of 'maa'- * 
nen, which are to be acquired only by time, ktid id ' 
good company. Ready as he is, he will sooa le^JPtt ' 
them J particularly as be frequents such tompktkiti ' 
as-are the most proper to give them.^ ' "* 
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psay, jappert, balia, tptctackt, which 4ho^ joa 
the Dfiodeb upon which you should form yourself 
and all the little usages, customs, and deUcacies, 
which you niust adopt, aud make habitual to jou, 
are dow your only schools and universities; iiirwiiicli 
youag fellows aad fiae womea will give you the beat 
lectures. 

Moasieur du Boscage u aaotber of your paaegy* 
rist* ; aad be tells me that Ma«iame du Boccage • 
prUmtecvoutUtondctmeetiieiofme; aad tbaik 
you like it very well. You are ia the nght of it ; it 
ia the way of improviag : eadeavour to be upoa that 
footing with every womaa you ooaiverse with ; ea* 
c«ptiag where there may be a tender point of cqi^ 
neidon; a point which I have aotliiag to do with} 
but if such a oae there is, I hope ahe has aot 49 
wuntvai$ nidevUaimbrai, whichi agMe witii yoa 
in thinking a very disagreeable thing. 

I have sent you, by the opportaaity of Pollack tito 
courier, who was. once my servant, two little parcelf 
of Greek and English books; and shall send you twa 
more by Inlr. Torke: but I ac«»mpany them with 
this caution* that, as you have aot much time to 
read, you shall eaiploy it in reading what is the most 
accessary, and that is, iadi^aUbly, modera histari* 
caL geographical^ chroaologicai, aad political kaav 
le«lge; the present coastitutioa, mayimi^ fofO% 
richc»« trade, eoaunerce, characters, parties, aad efr 
bals, of the several courts of Europe. Many wte 
are redconed good sc h olars , though they kao w pcatty 
accurately the goverameat of Atheas aad Romc^ an 
totally igaoiaat of the coaatitatioa of tkj aoe caaA- 
try aow in Europe, evaa of thairowa. Read iaat 
Latia aad Greek eaough to keep ap yoar rlassiral 
learning, which will be an oraaaiant W jroa while 
young, and a comfort to you whaa old. Bat Itaa 
true useful knowledge, and especially for yoa* is ikm 
modern knowledge above> m eatioaad. Ui#|hatirhiab 
must qnaliiy yoa both for dooatatic fpd fiBreifa.bB- 
ilntit ; aad it is to that, therefore, that yoa^lMi^ 
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principally direct your attention; and I lukOw» yitft 
great pleasare, that you do so. I would not ihos 
<;oinmend you to yourself, if I thought compaon^*' 
tions would have upon you those ill effects whidi 
they frequently have upon weak minds. I thinli ynn 
are much above being a vain coxcomb, ovt$^Btiit$ 
you own merit, and insulting jU ia wiririi Ae^aup c r - 
aJ>undance of it. On Ihn iiniitwiQ . I am convinced, 

iirt fliiii— aii iiirnri of merit makes a man of sense 

more modest, though more firm. A man who dis* 
plays his own merit is a coxcomb, and a man who 
does not k now it is a fool. A man of sense knows i^ 
exerts it, avails himself of it, but never boasts of it ; 
and always aeenu rather to under than over-value it, 
though, in truti), he sets the right value upon it. It 
is a very true maxim of La Broyere's (an author well 
worth your studying), * qu*on ne vaut dans ce mondf , 
que ce que Ton veut valoir. A man who is really 
' diffident, timid, and bashful, be his merit what it 
will, never can push himself in the world ; bis de* 
ipondency throws him into inaction; and #i« finward, 
§ne bustling, and the petulant, will always gel the 
better of him. The manner makes the whole dUfer< 
ence. What would be impudence in one maiHMr, is 
only a proper and decent assurance in another. A 
manof serae, and of knowledgeof the worii^, will 
assert his own rights, and pursue his own objects* as 
steadily and intrepidly as the most impudent nun 
living, and commonly mote; hot then he has art 
enough to give an outward air of modesty to ^ he 
, iftoes. Thb engages and prevails, whilst the very 
same things shock and ^1, from One overbearing or 
impudent manner cmly of doing them. I repeat my 
isaaxim, * Snavit^r in modo, sed fordt^ in ra. Wa«ld 
you know the character, modes, and manners^ -of 
the latter end of the last age, which are vary lika 
toose of the present, read La Bruyere. Qmt w^vld 
you know man, independently of modes, read Ia 
jloohefoiieattlt» who, I am afiraid, pai^ him vtrr 
fMMtly. • • 
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'Ghrle the endoMd to Abb4 Gvasoo, of nhmn y9H 
make good use, to go about with yoa, aadaoe tbiagt. 
Iftetween jfou and me, he hat iiimre kiiMrledge than 
parts. ' Bfais un habile borame a^ptilt iSrer pwti de 
it>ut;* and every body Is good for tometiiing. Presi- 
dent Mf^itesqttiea is, in erery sense, a most usefnl 
Wqwdntanoe. lie has parts* joined to great reading 
and knowledge of tiie world. ' Puises dans cette 
Mikroe tant que voas ponnrea. 

Adieu. May the Graces attend you ! for wltbMit 
thtm ogfd/iUicm hmmm. UHmgJimmm wmm^ 
^o^^iltiit/flg^mmUkHl^mm, a n d forc e them to accom- 
ynjiSm you think, all you say, and all you do. 



LETTER CCXLIII. 

London, JMruary 11, 0»5. 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

HBN you go to the play, which I hope you do 



W 



often, for it is a very instructive amuseanent, 

' 70a must certainly have observed die very diflferent 

effects which the several parts have upon yon, ac- 

etfrding as they are well or ill acted. The very bust 

*ti«fedy of Comeille's, if well spoken and acted, in- 

teresfes^ engages, agiutes, and affecto your passions. 

£ove» terror, and pity, alternately possess you. But, 

If ill spoken and acted, it would only raeite your in- 

' dignulllon or your laughter. Why ? It is still Oop. 

iilille% ; it Is the tvame sense, the same matter, wW 

ther well or ilKaetad* It is then merely the manner 

•r speaking and acting that makes this great diifer- 

' enee in the eSiscts. Apply this to yourself; and 

• «aq0lade from It that, if you woidd either pleasoiil 

^ • ^tiito company, or persuade in a public assem- 

' biyv air, looks, gestures, graces; enuncUtion, proper 

' tunccmk, fust emphasis, and tuaeEM eadenees, mth 

fiUlMiiccesiary as the auuttr Itself. Letiavkir^ 
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iwgraetAa, ioe tmnt , and 4nttiWoitiiy *ffm ^ 
villio bekalf of iheir solid matter^ tmd iUoug iewi 
Moioga; iUMile^tiwmdetpise -aK4how>gf»ee9iiyi 
onuunontt, whieh eagtge tlie MOMi, tmd etipitinnib 
tbe heart ; tb^ will fiad (thovgh tlMy^^HIl posstM^ 
vonder why) Uiat tiieir roach i m yl is hed in«l!li6r, 
aod th«if oBadoeiMMl, coarse, feat atrong aigahieiiti> 
will oiMlber. please nor pecaoftde; • hut an diecoti- 
Uary, will tire out attentioii, and axciie dismast; 
WfrarasDnMide» we love to be (Heated, betiertMn 
i9 t>e inrafmod ; informatiMi b in « etfrtaiin degf^ 
qaortifyiagf «s it impUea oar previmn ig&ocaade ; it 
must be awettaned to he palatable. 

To bring this directly to yon: Know that no man 
c^n make a figure in this country, bat by poiHament. 
Your late depejids upon your success there as a 
'speaker; and, take my word for it, tliat snccess tarns 
much more upon manner than matter. Mr. ntt,' 
and Mr. Murray the soUritor^eneral, uncle to C6rd 
Stormont, are, beyond comparison, the best spdrit" 
ers ; Why ? Only because they are tiie best orators. 
Tbey alone can inflame or^ioiat tbe home; t&ej^ 
fddnears ao aUeaded to, in that nomarous and n6iSy 
aasemb^, that you aught hear a, pia Ml wUle-eitlier 
of thatn is apeakiag. lait tkatthairmatnr is-«et> 
tar, or their argoaMBt atf oager, tbaa other peaple^ f 
Does the house niprmt ritmanlinarj iiifinaiiiciafti 
fipomthem? NotintheiaaaclrattbeboMeespeMI 
pleasuiefroBi tkam, aad therefore attends; ^odaic^ 
«id therefore approves. Mr. fitt, partiealarly, kaa 
vecy little parUameatacy^aedtlei^; his mhtterls 
tanerally flimsy, and hi»asfameals<»aaa weak: h«C 
his akMiaeoce ia auperior, his actien graeeM, Mi 
eoaaeiatfctt jostand haiaMnioaa; bis peito^ aN 
mU tmaad, aad every wmd ha mafceanse «r% 
Ibe wry bast^ aad tbe asaat exprssaive, that cttt^ 
Head in that place. Thia, atui not^kli mattrr, Madt 
him payiBsaler, ia aptta«f both Ui« aad mlMbtas. 
Aom this draw «haobvipiH«oatl«iiaa. The aai* 
mmt kMB AiU n^mmb^mumnmikm; ^H i ata ^ laa 
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t^m, ciegncljr ^pressed, well laokcd, and i 
pmiied vUh laeefiii aetioB, wUl «v«r pteMc bcyoatf 
•U the .hwnitputtv uMdomcd aetme in the world. 
)U4ecl« oa one aidm, \mw yovi Ibel witfato yovnelf^ 
nMHle . jo«t are foroed te sufiBr the tediooat aaddyv 
amt.UUufMd oafraiiaii of gome aiHcward Mlow) 
eveo,t)K>o^4Aie fiact may W iutereatiiif ; and, on 
tba «ipier hand, with what pleaMim you attaad «o th« 
idatioikof a mveh Icat iatevettiaf matter, when el«- 
gMltly eapreaaed, genteelly tittncd^ and gvacefttlly 
dcUveied.. B9 attending catetetty la alt these ogr^ 
imem in yone didly conversation^ they wUl become 
hnbituai to yoa» befoee yourcameimo parKamenC; 
nod 70a wiU have nothing then to^ do, but to rail* 
Dbem a litOe when yon come them, r w«iild wish 
yen 10 be ao attentive ta this oti^eet, that I wtxrid* 
not have yo« epeafe to year fbotman.but in tbe veiy 
beat words that the subject admits of> be the lao* 
gnage which it will. Think of your words, and of 
their amngemenc, before youspeak: choose Hhv 
ittMt elegant, and place them in the best ordtr. 
Ceosttk yo« ewn^ar, to avoid cacophony, and, w*at 
is very near as hml, moBOteny. Think ateo of your 
gMtnva and loohsy when yew aveapeakkif even upon 
tbe> qoost tdfttng sobjeets. The snme > things, dif^ 
^sr^ntlf eapMssedy ioeked* and de t iect ed, cease to- 
be^tbasaree^tWngs. Th» nest pasiloaate lover iif 
the woKid ceunet make a sponger declaration of 
love than, tlie Bcmrgei>i§-§ptmm h m mu does in tliis 
h^ppy fMm of wordis • Monvtr d^Mnonr me foat^' 
belle Aiasqoise^ vos beaoft yefuz/ I defy any body 
t9 say mam; and yet < wooM advise nobody to 
say that4 and I wenM recommend to yon rathei> 
t<^ smpther and conceal your passion entirely, 
H^ to- reveal it in these wonde. Seiiouely, this 
bfidf^ in.eve^ thing, a»weU as- in thai luAerdM' 
ii^^ajope^ Th^Ppeick, to--dottiem jnstlee, attend 
-vfHj^ minutely to. the pnfity» the eorraefnessi oHd- 
th^elegancy of Itheir style in conversation, and Sn 
iti4t, letters. Sten narrcr is an object of tlieir 
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Btttdy; and tbongh they tooietiines eanyit -10 af« 
fset^don, they never Mnk into inelegaiK^r wkiah im 
mach xhe worse extreme of the two. Obserw tiMO^, 
fad form your French styie «poB their* | for #•• 
gauoy in one Unguage will re-prodnce itself ia eU. 
I knew a young man viho, beii^ just elected a mem- 
ber of parliament, was langhed at for being dUcovei^ 
ed, through the keyhole of his chamber door, speak- 
ing to himself in the glass, and fbrmii^ hie looks 
and gestures. I eoold not join in t^at laogb } but* 
on the contrary, thought him much wiser thaa those 
who laughed at him ; for he knew the importance of 
those little graces in a public assembly; and they 
did not. Your little person (which I am toLd by the 
way is not ill-tunted), wheUier in a laced coat or a 
blanket, is specifically the same; but yet, I believe, 
you choose to wear the former; and you are in the 
right, for the, sake of pleasing more. The worst-bred 
man in Europe, if a lady let fall her fan, would cer- 
tainly Uke it up and give it her: tfaebe^t-bred man 
in Eunope could do no more. The difference, how* 
ever would be conwderablei tbQ latter would please, 
by doing it gracefully* the former would be laughed 
^t, for doing it awkwardly. I repeat it, and repeat 
itisgain, uid shall never cease repeating it tojpeu; 
air. manners, graces, style, elegancy, and all those 
qm^Mnents, must now be the.only objeeu of your At* 
teution ; it is now, or never, that you mu3t ac«iuif«i 
them. Postpone) tl)erefore,«U other considerations^ 
make them now your.serioQS study; you have not 
oue moment to lose. The solid and the ornamental 
uuited are undoubtocUy belt; but were l.reduo^ to 
make an option, I should, without hesitotion. choofo 
tlie latter. 

I hope you assiduously frequent Mhtu:!*, 99d 
carry graces from him ; nobody had more to spaqa, 
tium he bad formerly. ,H«ve jfou learned to ^irve ; 
tor it is ridiculous not to carve well. A mau..wh9<. 

* At that time the mo^t celebrated dancing-roaftri- 
at Paris. . .X?. 
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talk ^M gnv«lytluit be eumot C9rf«, may as veil 
un jDft that ha eaoMt Mov his nose; it is both as 
neeesssry and as easy. 

Mala myeemplnBeats to Lord Hontii^don* whoos 
I love and honoor extremely, as I dare say yon do ; 
I MU write to him soon, though J believe he has 
bslrdky time to read a letter; and my letters to those 
I love are, as yon knovby experience, not very short 
ones : this is one proof of i^ and this vonld have 
been longer, if the p^>er bad been so. Good night 
then, my dear child. 



LETTER CCXLIV. 

London, February 88, 0. S. 1752* 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
ni^HIS ejHgram in Martial, 

Kon amo te, Sabidi, nee possum dicere quare ; 
Hoc tanturo possum dicere, non amo te ; 

has pozaled a great many people, who cannot con- 
ceive how it is possible not to love any body, and 
yet not to know the reason why. 1 think I conceive 
Martial's meaning very clearly, though the nature of 
an epigram, which is to be short, would not allow 
him to explain it more fully, and I uke it to be this: 
* O Sabidis, you are a very wortiiy, deserving roan ; 
you have a tliousand good qualities, you have a great 
deal of learning ; I esteem, I respect; but for the 
soul of me I cannot love you, though I caimot par- 
ticularly say why. You are uot anUabU: you have 
n«fc those engaging manners, those pleasing atten- 
tions, those graces, and tliat address, which are ab- 
solutely necessary to please, though impossible to 
define. I cannot say it is tliis or that particular thing 
tliat binders me from loving you ; It is the whole te- 
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f^tlwr; WKd apoa th« vhoAe yoa lyiiiliy 
Hew oaea have I, ^ the comrm of ny iiHk, i 

injrself in tHis situytioD, with fjf^ to«Bfty< 
iieqaaiatoMioe, vbona I hwre h o dw gd —4 yf 



witbont foeiop able to love! I diA Mi I 
became, when one u jonag* one ilots not Milvflto 
trooUe, Bor allow eae^s self the tine, to loilm 
one'a lentinmits, and to tnae then op m tMr 
•eoree. Bat Mbseqaent obtervatlett aad refoMl» 
have taof bt me why. Tbeve \» a man, whoeavMNvl 
character, deep learning, and mperiorpartif fo»- 
knowledge, iidmire, and respect ; bot ii^oa it l» «o 
impossible for roe to love, t^at I am almost ilk » fh> 
ver whenever I am in. hb compaoj. Ub figofo 
(without being deformed) seems made to disgiMo or 
ridicule the conimon strucUire of the ham— body. 
Bis legs and arms are n*vcr in the poeitioB wMsh, 
according to the 8itnati<« of his bod^, thegr ooghl to 
be in, but constantly emfdoyed in committion oeia 
of hostility upon the Graees. He throws hay w h t o , 
but down bis throat, whatever he means to driaft, 
and only mangles what be ffiOans to caTve. Timijaa 
tive to all the regards of social life, he *lMime» or 
misplaces every thing. He disputes with heat, oatf 
indiscriminately, miadless of the rank, < 
and situation of those with whom he ittspoteot i 
lately ignorant of the severd gradations of f 
rity or respect, lie is ezaetiy the same to his s«po> 
riors, bis equais, and his infiBriors ; and Ibetofbre, 
by a necessary conse^enc^ absurd to two «f tiie 
three. Is it possible to love such a man } No. The 
utmost lean doforhim, i»to c o a s ider hku a»a ft* 
spectable Hottehtot. •* 

I remember that, when I come from Oiai1ttMg%P 
hid acqub^ed, among the pedants ofthatlllii«tl«i' 
minary, a sauciness of literatore, a tmtn D> Mtlft 
and contempt, and a strong tendqncyt»ai%<miillw 
tibn and contmdictioB. But 1 had«e«rh«Ci«4^MP 
little while in the worid, before I iabad \kt»m$ 
would by no means dof nd I immedlatdf Mi|M 
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,, , : I toniealed tirliat iMndng'I 

: htiSt I tifflm»Atd often, #Hhoot approving ; and I 
ji l ^ f HtK m aiottty, wtftcutconvi^ttott. SuaoHiriH 
. Mdi^at my liw sod my preph«t^; and If I plea^d 
^ j(k«iritu you abd me) it vnx miieh mora owing to 
> iNMIm* to^Miy soperior knowledge or merit of my 
, <MMa> A.pnp09;i^eirwApteagiHgip^XB one ehram 
rltmiiiid of Lady Henrey: pray tell her, thati d#. 
Planter MapoatibM to mofor yoor pleads that I 
mmki9ihetn % plearing J?«ataft wiio not only 
pkaaaadMrael^ Mrt is tte canse of pleasing in ottten; 
that I know the can make any'thing of any lx>dy; 
ood tliat,>as your governess, if she does not.ntekte 
jo«:plcaae, it most be ool^ because she will not» 
^Mi.'Mt' becante she t^amiot. I hope yooareifcs 
l«<»dMtfofffr^'./|i£»;and if so> she is so good i 
^oolplor/.thatrl am anri she can give yen whatevw 
fcfm she p l isi ai . AtversatiUtyof mann«sis asn^ 
O M ^tir-inaoeial, as a venatiUty of parts is in politi- 
aal Mfe« Oaonnist often yield, in order to pi^vaHe 
OnomnttlmaBUaonePsielf tobeexaltedi onem«s^r 
Mfcet m. Paul} beeome ail ddags to all men, to gain 
ip«e ;■ and, by th0 way,.men are takea ^y the same- 
OaansK o wi laW rnMitowfto, that women are gatlied^* 
laFl|eoiieness,<insinoatlon,_aiidsabmi8SiDn: and 
ttit»e lin^ of Afo^ Dryden will bold to a minister U 
VfUaatoAflBiatresst i 

' Tkeproetrate lw?w, when he lowestlies, 
i Bttt fCoopa to eonqoer, aad but kneels to rise^ 

lat^cottiaeof theworTd, the craalttcationsof Ae 
eaneleen are often necessary; nay, they most be 
«a«ri«l la Jitefe Arfeber, and exerted a lUtle sooner- 
ft^yo»ibtakl,.tda eeilaitt degree, take the hue of 
^^'^** "••■or the. Woman that you want, and 
'«ifh4o bfrwpon terottwilh. Apropot; fiave yon 
jl^tAluid ont at Faiis any ftiendly and fae»pitabie 
"wSll* ^^^'^^* ' 'J'»*^*«*W«« ■• chiller d» 
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hOaSB OBESIlhREUMS 
iDi»4»«ata»<dn4|abrf Add.hnw 9A1 tawlij «^ 
> of repniwttog t»Kei>, * yi^elte ftfaoifc d<wi^ 

I of the qvMtiiMi^. wadisduoirMie that^lani 
Blt<ftiUm9 wtlfaiMtterft tlmft «9f dofr o^uy it yt iC. 
flmtL H!Oi«««er» iot vatHkm of- !•■» ii|wiii«iiiM.i^ B 
d«»»to. he. 'devor aenirte l»iil»todi|wWttiw.'> 
TMtlowwitbthegeMml tan ftbdsdbimeijnar' 
MiiMUmuiiti at PMay. Is-it *M freoer ^v gaea* 
BiMH[0y eoueviei^ bwS( epeniji^ oeut^ acck Ifi wvfp 
i^ <ite> petilee Mdeti% moiM. bniiftiilw, ifcai»faJi| 
ppdr eftW moiB* asc^eUeaif' HOiMo am ymi tlfeneie 
<4liMilf Vnieie«ee70v«kipeCi»StaDhe^f IMMv 
J^tpmm eiicort Joun ^ (foelqae iri m «iii iH ir l w i i iiift l i >?*' 
Him^yom i«»de«Hl jiac^mialaDee* anmig the ymht 
li^elMhiiie»wfaotrid»at jo«r«et«}tin3rr iiH w lw ■» 
th■7^ aeeAflie thn Mt^fdittehaftita ytertat«aM» 
«Ucii» bytiie bye^ Iwteb jroo.iroiild hDnmr mm 
nAllltapMmrhat ofleuee. If. yea ft gq iMat eajro^ tii» 
Bi|ii«U o^ )>oHte Seglbhieew wlie infest^BMiav «ko* 
•mtheya lUttf^yoo finished «itli4ttiMydMl).aiid 
umrjxM MT./Mt'of all tbei propsities and effratr <rfl 
■kf V«re I idcMtied to qnibUei I weold aay, that 
thto effsete of a<r, atleastt arelkcBbtob^laannKlof 
Maicel; If yon haw ((oitvdoao witfi PAbb«»]iQ|^ 
ask my friend I'Abb^ Sallier te fecemnMiMl to yes- 
some meagre philomath, to teach yoa « Uttlo geo» 
metry and astronomy ; not enough to absorb yonr 
attentioo, and iwale ybw intbHocta^ «o6 only 
etMMgb Mb to ba grossly ignopantef citfacft I have 
of late been a sort of an eultranemtmalgrimeit hy 
briAgiog htft MDodft^imd Ibehedsv o^ lords %>Mtf 
fertrefonniagonrproseatosiettdaivaiid tafcin g itf rt ' WBO 
style: «poki«bichoceaiioirIiMttoMitedftt>tall»ada» 
aatrottomieal jargon^ of whidh- 1 did» oO« nud i'ia uu id' 
oU'word, hot got it t>y heart, cttd^spoipoifrby'nita^ 
frofli a>nia8terw Itwished that-I badikMMnt ft4illlr 
more ef it nkyeelf ; and so nueh I trovld Hai«» y«« 
Wmw. Bat thc'greiit and n0oeQsaxy.kiiorwlvdgoe£ 
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mqiAmB gmit ait^mioii mdt long e4^fi«iio6>«««K 
gMtorter, MdyMiu^liwetfitlMtfVl A4ifNi*« 

r. «w^ i hvve tM» moiiMM t m i A 9t4 yoftr kttdMof 
lk» Crtti Fskrmtfy, «l# tin «4 MaMh, H. 8* 13M 

that you «m ^m^Mfdim hatd AlkMia#leVMrMi»| 

itigtottfln; for jrotf wMt oM kMgiiM thMyM arij 

l»iltt«IUttyoaaboiil4,«tyoQrat«^ Buw w miv wf 

yMmrifttfMcreef astoth^lvtttM ^••itterrMd 

. w trrtne, tlwt itt ttiM 7M1 mtif be tvwMd ^illv ^ 

«9(|!K«t Hiitf bMiiMW totM if e r e i witli> ftmr tMiAg ; 1 

• lW|>»'ife>i»lfBt*eklom'; but I ii«itt ttp»ii tW iitf»M- 

MriMng nMh 5«iw 4aiiefii«J«DMbn^ trb** i» 4t tMi 

tiliNr tfie ilMit ttMftil ttAMtemury of all fh« tfiMKtM 



lATTSR. GCXLT. 

Mt t)EAK IWEUI), 

IMBVTION £D to 90a soac ti&M ^o, « MitHftcft 
^Mek I wofold iifto9t*eaniMtl y wish yon alwiytf » 
MMU9 M« fo«r tfadugbtOb Mid obMnre in yonr c»» 
ducu it If < snnvit^ in. modo, fbrtitAr in rn.' I d« 
doe know nay on* role m onexceptionibty uiofvl 
nttd nocoMary in' evory part' of life; I shall th«r««> 
IbM «»ke 4t for myi text toniiryt; mAf «s old ni«A 
I0V4 pittMiliag, and 1 haMre somA righfr to pnsaoh I* 
IfCa^ !> Iioroprauot yon with my sermon' upon these 
ivwii»» T« proceed then >eg4klet4yattdtpiil|»fttMili 
. |y/ I will li|«t sbow yon, my beloved, the neceSitry 
•onneiion of Umi two mooibeit of my UM,- < sdafidtir 
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p9/t forth the «dvaiitage» and utiUt j rwmlHi^ 'fy^ 
^aMmt obiarvance of the preceptJcomaaned inap^ 
text; and conclude with an application of the vlyi^* 
7he ' attaint^ in modo* alo^e would degenerate japid 
iiank in%»a mean, timid complaisance* and paapH^ 
«k«M, if not supiported and dignified by the * fat^lUf 
fa rail which wonld alao inon into impetvoait^ and 
hriMialitj* if not tampered and softened hy the < aai^ 
•TitAr in modo i* howeyer, they are seldooi.DnUe^ 
tChe varm» choleric man* .with strong anijanal apiiiti^ 
ikapisea ^e/ awavit^ in modo,*. and thinks to canqr 
idl before. him by the/ fortit^ in re.* He. may pea- 
lAbly* by ^reat accident, now and then att<;4Beed# 
jrhea he has eoly w,eak end timid peotUe fep deal . 
jiith ; but hi» general fate, will be, ,to aluM^k, laffwd* 
be bated> and ^* On the other hand, thii .cno^ 
mogt crafty man,, thinks to gain all his ends |»y.tl«t 
faiiavit^ in modo* only; he becomes all thioga.^to 
all jmen ; he seems to have no opinion of hia owa^ 
and servilely adopts the present opinion of the pB»> 
sent pers(»ii he insinuates himself only into the 
esteem of fools, but is soon detected, and susely de> 
apiaed by every body else. The wise man (who dif- 
fers aa much firom the cunning, as from the cholepc 
man) alone joins the ' suavity in modo* viUi tlac 
<fortit^inre.' Kow to the advantages arising insa 
the strict observance of this precept. 
* If jo« are in authority, and have a right .to ceo^ 
nand, your commands delivered ' suavity in modo^ 
will be wiUingly, eheerfullyr and consequently weB 
obeyed ; whereas, if given only fortit^, that ia^ hmr 
tally, ^y will rather, as Tacitus says,, '.be inte9- 
fireted than executed.* for my own pari* if. I bs4 
a»y footooan Ining jne a glass of wine, iu n ^ingh* 
insulting manner, I should expect that, in ofa^ipis ^ 
«e, he would contrive to apill somepf it up«p,|9ie; 
•ad I am sura I should deserve it. Afiooji, 9t^9 
TOielution should ahow, that where jr*"^ ^^»^ 
■ithttaeoPHBaiid, you wiUbeobtyedi bo^ a^jM 
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afenvtts lo RIB aoK/ MB 

Idboe 'bm«, '^a gentleness in ihe mmnner of enfvr^f 
ttiat ob^ience sliOuld make it a cheerful one, vmi 
liften, as nraeh as possible, the moitifyinf consdott** 
|iei8 6f inftriotity. If you are to ask a fkveur, or 
e^en to soiidt year due, you must do it *8aa;vit^ ih 
modo,*'or you will give those who have a mind td 
i-^ftase you eilSier, a pretence to do«it» by resenting 
i)ie manner; but, on tiie othor hand, you most, hf 
a steady perseverance uid decent tenadonsneas, 
show the * fortit^r in re/ The right motives are sel- 
^ikn the true ones of men^ actions, espedally of 
Ithigs, ministers, and people in high statiDns, wbe 
^en give to importunity and fear, what they^would 
Teftee to justice or to merit. By the < suavity ii 
inodo^ engage tiidr hearts, if you can ; at least pre> 
Vent the pretence of oflRence : but take care to show 
iteongh of the * fbrtlt^in re* to ieztort fnm their 
fbve of ease, or thdr fear, what yon might in vate 
Itope fbr from their jttstice or good^iature. People 
fn high lif^ are hardened to the wants and distresael 
bf mankind, as surgeons are to thdr bodily pains ^ 
Chey see and hear of them all day long, and mren of 
M) many^simulated ones, that they do not know wfaiell 
are real, and which not. Other aentiroents are there* 
fote to be i^ipHed to than those of mere jostice and 
Immanity; ^eir favour must be captivated byth* 
* soavft^ in mode ;' their love of ease disturb^ by 
unwearied importunity, or thdr fsars wroug^ npoft 
by a decent intimation of implacable, ooel resent- 
ment : this is the true < fortit^ in re/ This precept 
is -^ only way I know In the world, of being loved 
witiwut being despised, and feared witSwrnt being 
liated. It coistitotea the dignity of di«racter,wliidl 
Wery wise man most endeavour to establisk. 
- 'How-to apply what has been add; And so eo»> 
dnde. 

^ IfyoufindthptyotthaTeataaatiaesstnyoorltiii^ 
ftsr, wbieh unguardedly breaks «nt into tediscraet 
Mtlles^ or rott^ expreaaionsk to •dther ytmr sup** 
iforf/ your etpiil^ or j^trMttiMh itMdi ill tt^ 
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f»»iy» d)#ok it owefvlly, bmA ctU IIm « smiaitAr fo 
Modp' to y#iir MMSta^co : Dt tlw first impiilM AfiNM* 
«Wkh««U«it» UI)y«acfM»ti«t9^ iMbomermmm 
titKikm eonmADd of yo«r ^ofvitcoaDce •• ir«M» tiMl 
AkMe WBoUons nwf not be rofu) in it; a nofft ^i^ 
,«f)«kUl>le advftotage In bvsiiieqil Op the ifkm 
iMnd, let AO complaiatne*, no geptl«»e«& of t«Bip«5 
pb mftk deaire of pie«l«g op yopr fxMtt no whttf- 
.41iof , oOMuog» nor fi»tter|r» on otber peoplf % qiiki 
^miittoede one jot froni aqj point t)i«treMon tlli 
'ynidence bitve bid you pnrsvHs ; but retnt^ Co Uip 
«litrge» persist, peraevcre, nnd yon wiU MUd, «mit 
tinngs Attainable, tket «ic poMiWe. A yifWii^ tt> 
Mid maelcAeaa is ddwajs abused and fnsnlMd bf tbf 
«njo(it and tbe unfeeling; bnt vh^ snstaittMl bf 
Hie * fiartit^ in n,! is nlways respetied, eemn«Mlf 
inoeesafiil. In yow friendsbifJs and connoxioMk aa 
arcil as in yoor enmities^ tbis rale Is pariloiiari^ 
«i|a6il ; let yonr firmness and vigoiir pr^iwe a»4 
Invite attachmAnLs to yon ; bat, at the saoifl time^ l«t 
^poiir manned hinder the enemies of yonr M^dr«ii4 
dependants fromi>eceia!ng yovrs: IfOt yonr iwif wiei 
be disarmed by tbe geatleoess of yonr BMiMMr; b»t 
Ht tbem feel, at tbe same tioae, tbe ateadinesa of 
Iroar just resentment; for there b great di fi sr en c a 
between bearii^ maliee, which is always nngf > 
tous, and a resolute self-defiBnee^ wbidi la.ahraya 
fpt|deni and justifiable. In aegedatiotts vtik fi». 
^#dgn ministers, reasember tbe ■ fertit^ in rat' gifaft 
up no point, areept of no expedient, till the ulBMat 
becesdty reduces yon to it, and ereo then diapoia 
the ground inch hy ItuHbl ; but tfien, while ymi mm 
•oatending with the miniiter • fisrtit^ hi re,' rOBim. 
ber to gain the man by the * saavifttein mada.* - If 
'fim esgiga his heart, ^n. have a fair ehanee-faHm- 
posiikg upon his understanding, and determining Ma 
Wilt. Tell Ida^ in a fiteak,galbuit manner, that yonr 
asiniatMM wrangie^do not lessen year peraoMi r». 
ffard for bis merits bnt that, on tha caalrajrj, life 
«al aad. abUity in iba aenriqp af bie«^Mtai» i«cvHM 
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Hi mmI tkftt, of ali things, yon desire to B»ke • 
f0od friend of so gpod a servtnt. Bj these means 
jou maj and will vei^ often be a gainer, ypa never 
mn he a loser. Some people cannot gain upon them- 
selves to be easy and dvil to those who are either 
tlMlrxivaU, c»t H p rt i ttfc% oroppbsers, tliough, inde- 
pendently of those accidental circopostanceSy they 
would like and esteem (hem. They betray is shy- 
aHM» «id ao «irlnrardoess in company with Hkem, 
mui oateh at aaqr iittte4Mng ta depeae tbem; 'Sod 
*»y Ams toaporary aad mdy tffatidnsl opponentl, 
pmkt tkmn. their yw s oual enemins. XhisiseiKeeA- 
iaglywcak a»d tdettimental, as, indeed^ is all bu- 
4VMU-sB4>«iiDeas; wlikh can only tovsnied on s«c- 
CMtfMly, #y WMdaMerattd good patky and liglrt 
ptasonitf^ iQSiMhaicaatiDBsIwiOTddtemorepas> 
Ikntady waAmMemeM ci«il, eigsy, and franlc> w^ 
Ota weim, whose. i iii g B S I trawprsed; tbiaiscooi- 
ffMriy c&lled goMrbsiCy and m a giiM i iw i k y,^bm Is, 4* 
Mstl]^ f09<l'M>9e'*iMlfioUcyv Vbe«iawiierl»afltl& 
teimponaotda the mattaa, seme t iwiw VMre so; t 
funmt asay mate- an enemy, aad an iaifury mf 
TMfcstf ftisnd, aeoacdiac to tha dM F s rc nt manner ia 
«hidi they are severally dona. TIm oanntenaneiy 
fheaddress, thewnrds, th»eaanciatio», tbegrsaa^ 
^d i^eot eficacy to the *saavk^ in modo,^ nni 
Cr«at dignity to the < fortit^in re ;* aad vonse^iMnt- 
ly tfcey d os a rv e the utmost atteatipn. ■ i ' > 
: Fmu what has beea said, I oonelade with thli 
a b es Pf a Uo a , thai gaatleaesi of manners, with ftrii^ 
Msa^of mind, is a short, but full deseriptioa«f Ii»> 
•anper&etiocii on this side of retiglotts mid moMd 
4atiaB. Tlwt you may ba serloyMly eoavioeed of 
this tnath, and show it in yomr Hits and oonvif«fe»> 
Hon. isthamostsinccroaad asdtnt iMih of yonfil 
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LETTER CCXLVI. 

. . London, JUartb 11« O. & IfU;* 

. MY DEAR ftllEND, ; 

I RECEIVED biy the kat port a letter horn MM 
. Qfuaco, ia wMch he jqiitf his xepneMotMieiietD. 
those of Xprd Aitwn»rle, against your i 
an/ longer in yoor veiy^had lodgings at tl^.a 
mj; and, as I do not find that any advanff caft 
anse to yott inun being interne in aa aoadeaiyt 
wtufhis full as far from the ridiagfhoiita, aodfram 
•U your.other masters, as yonr lodgings niU p aa fc a; 
bly be, I agree to yonr jFemesriBg toaaMM^omi^ 
4he abb^ will help yo« to find one, as I dawra bin 
by the enclosed^ which yon wiUg;ive him. 1 naa|» 
Hiowever, annex >0Qe condition to 3w>ttr g^^ng jnt^ 
pr^ate lodgings, which is, an absoUte nxrlnti— of 
English breabfiiata and sappers at then; thefonner 
cMsume the whole morning, and the latfew VHplof 
j^ evening very ilU m senselasi tossting.Afa.i>» 
f ^ossein their infemsl claret. Y«o will be tore tq 
go to the riding*house as oflea as possible ; that i^ 
whenever your, new business at JLord Albemwrl«*f 
does not hinder yon. Bat at all events I inaiit 
upon your never missing Marcel, who is at prea«»c 
Df more coMequence to you tlm|i all the^inwiii 
in Europe; for this is the .time for ypu to aoqabc* 
f tons ces petits riens^\wbich, thongh in an a >ithw i» 
tical account, added to one another ad in^nMsm^ 
tliey would amount to nothing, in the aorwnt^f tiif 
world amount to a great and iipportant sum. < J^at 
agr^mens et les graces,* without whidi you will ii«- 
ver be any thing, are absolutely made up of all thoa»i 
rieiw, which are more easily felt than describ«dL 
9y the way, you may take your lodgings for oa». 
whole y^ur certain, by which means you nu^ cM^' 
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Hkmi iMH^iinpai for &Km0i limkwt^Jtmff¥t 
Ikmviaimi xhwm a ytM, Ic %lll M HM Air « litHW 
«■*, nA y(Ai^iHir««tttr« l»*ra^ agoiir, triefi f 
Mewl iwt Ibdl stx^ tiH tli» eiktf bf A^ VtrflN^ 
Untitfi, Kfjlt^ at irMch «Mi«/ pfdftdM! f^ Mtv^ get 

gMCis' dk Iteto moUiite/ I alMli: i^lMe' :^Ni ttfVMHi 
BostaiNVvMMMii e» y<fltf 4leiti«&ti<». 

''Mfr^JMlHiV nl'iVMMnM^ W'iNNWCV Mnliif ItmUt 
taMte MbwtfliH^^i^MiiiA ii * mffftmr^M. jti 

iMy v^tf|^pffWi|'^lh# MAnijI^WBMfllfiilnflb Of trallUNltf 

alNMfCte4tbM>rvt«|)«W<yott'iMI»1>^ Ch^M, #Mr 
' 'sPMIb^ tfMI'BMIicKNVMf tb 3'^M CMfrptovwIRP tniv 

■MBK^Kva^f oo'Boc anu w wiisv ntow nrFee uugBUB^ 

rMR pMMMluHMVf nCVn^ iMMCI ivR tSRn IB 'Mt'OwiI 

•M0pf Chat I roneeal, hutead of pubUsbiofir* tM dtP 
MNv iMrjH*bi^^MMbMuvI uilflM v dM ducUVM^ ifa'QiOM 
I Iw^jk 9cAll'lbiili3^*|fti j'tild^ flRftn f I abjitjfAPtlltilJ j 
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09^o9m yovrUMt, m mil wtyP9r.8re«t«»t4lifiMi^ 

fml.l nhAll ^i«i7 ^^ teU joaof th«ai» '«oa,i|a<4 

9di# M>win, sea <^ cmon.' But. (i^lnU. talf. 

HkM^ fo« OCe^U^ Mi4 u Jfictor pot ^ Jlff q^ ^ 

•b4 1^1 4ieU tbam to oobodf «1im.. I,t)iMik^,4pift 

M-ioMifom foo t>efrg»bM>ii, i^m^l w t m* ^ tt0 

$S^ jBti/^xmBo* #re UkMy to. MU aad 4h^utVim9 

«pon the oatw«r4, thtn aptao tUe tB«»id.iMiiK . ^ 

;^&ft)' «!ilpect your bew«,>nQr four ben^;- hot it» 

^pliua witb y«p, I liav» a ttfange <Uitniit,flf yiMT 

fir» youraddivM, jtmrmtmrnn, j0w t m$ r mu rM,m 4 

fMiticvlarly of groor e rniwrf fl fto * aa4 «1 VioMf. pf 

stjte. Th6MwiU|)e»Umitto^thetriiil)^,ld»le9Wi 

AM with me, yonmf^4o thftlMnooiMf iRf b««a«im^ 

,tfA^/tlie lM0t iiiao«a»oy«r lDek«VM7 ^*1 '«* 

.^TCapeme, m jonwUl find bgr.a iooft attlie-li^B, 

and by « renenstifaoe jiftemwds jvlitn wm-jmii 

fJone. Yoa wlU »eea gtet da^ of c Q wy w > of^ 

•ortu at Bab^ok, and |»«rticiaail j^fonif]»en. JCal* 

0«9«fbre, in the meaa ttee^ .all .thewt fi i miftr mA 

onuaeotitl qmaifieatioai yoar p«eiiUar ots^ .«l^ 

diMppqipi all my ImagUuny icbeme» .of ^tUMmi. 

Some aut^on have critieieed their owa wodp 4«||» 

ili.^op«a>of .hindering othen &om doing It allpr- 

^rards t but then they do it themselveawkheOjaNMli 

tenderaeM and partiality for their own prodnctloB, 

th4lt not only the prodnction itself, botthe prevenl- 

ive criticism, is criticised, I am not one of tbote 

authors; bat, on the contrary, my severity inereoMt 

with my fondness for my work ; and if yon will.bvt 

l^fi^Bctually correct slL the.fonlts I shall 6ad, I will 

insure you from all subsequent criticisms fipom otfaei' 

quarters. 

An yo^ gota little into the i«teiio^^iot9!^l^lQ,o^^ 
stitution of things at Paris? ^ave yq» j«eei|^;vl^ 
.yim have seen, thoroughly? For, fc!y.tj»#.^^fc^ 
.« people. see>wb|it theysect or bear what |^j^. 
For example; if you go to let JnvaUtUi, do jo« 
•qpitqntyf^afMl^ith saving ibft ^wttditti, ^^tjmll 
whert throa or fonr hni)dff«4 «fiwl»><UnB|rfWyMI^ 



by Google 



'OMlwls to ms^ir* H^ 

fHOiAh <#h«fe thej lie; tf do yoti infbitn yonnelf 
M the nambera, tiie conditions of tlieir admissioil, 
*OMt tflowanee, the VBlne and nature of tiie fond 
li^llhlel^ the vholeis snpported ? Tliis latter I call 
••MiBg; Che former is only^ staring. Many people 
<tale thef 6]v))0Ttttidty of ie» vacanea, to go and see 
"tile txt/jptf roons, where the several chambers of the 
')>arliainent did sit; which roomssare exceediii|^ 
•Uke Ml other hurge rooms t when yon go there, I«^ 
ttM wlien they ate fbU ; see and hear what is doing 
iathetti ;'leam their rtepective oonstitlxtions, juili- 
'tfieUbtts/objeetfl, and methods of proeeedtng; he«r 
■tome teises tiied in every one of the different ehara. 
•^ers; * approfobditoea les chosea.' 
•' I en gtad-to hear that you are to well at Harqeis 
^'8t« Getmefai*s*, of whom I heir e very good ch$. 
-raeter. HoW are yoli with the other foreign nduti 
eiete «t FMis ? Do yon fi^ne&t the Dntbh aalba» 
vador or afaibassadress ? Ha^e ybu any footiht at 
the eeadeV, or at the Imperial o)> Spanish ambas^ 
eadof's i It is ns^l. Be more particular Ilk your 
letters to me, as to your manner of paiii&g yottr 
Hawk jgnd the company yo^ keep. Where do yod 
dkie and sop often? Whose house is most >ottr 
lioNM f Adiev. < Les graces, les gracee.* 



. LETTER CCXLVn. 

XdfiiloM/ Ifare^ 18, O. A 1751. 
UY DEAR FRIEND, 
'A«0irA1llT«iy yon m e fonnerletWr, that ( 



^1i«d«r0ttshtf'el)ill into the ftouteef llMr«s,'fo» 
^(itRl f eitnig tttM irefof mittgeur pi^eMnt ealeudar, wlsdl 
liPiaieTttliiD; attd«fora<b}ptiBi^ the Oregoiia». :{ 

"' *^' AtiUMtlme tttibiaiiador'ftom the%iikg <»f«a» 
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1(9 |oy, ^t^ ; ^tff CANT te y«e^W M vrMi* I finr 

Pfa of ^rpp^ «Mt4 ll^fiiWVlJ».««lMllM Ity all 4k» 

it was Ukewite felt bj «H^t^«H ir|>%jMrt f iyfi> W« i 

J|at|^99n»j4i;P^(u4t|r)irgii4: I VM «o Viae i»«UB 
m-IR^fit) n»^ i^tcMUPcDyKHNApviea of inr ianw 

1^ ^tter A^Fpgfr, »py«yci> U^^ww •htotetalj^i. 

them beliei^ t)^ j^tey Wmj^ ifmetbiAt^ K tktm 
•elves, which they do not. For my own pert, I 
could just as soon have talked Celtic or dclavoiUai 
to them* as astronomy, and tfae^ would have undee- 
stood me full as weU's ib i resoiv^ to do better 
than speak to the purpose^ and to please instead of 
MrfWPiW *«!«. 5;i«fre.rtiPkther»(bre. only an 
Ustorical account of calendars fran the Efmtiwi 
. down bo the Gregorian, aal«i<U|r &em nowted l&e« 

thought I informed, because I pleased tJimmiMA 
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lOtmpUaiili Im-d d^aA€0Mdi ivlir' had tUe 

i^ CUMiest fnafthtnmtitiBns Mid Mtroiiomet* in 
iN«»pe»spQktt«ftflnrardsi»ith ioibiite Imftwledg^, 
«Ml gH th« claatttMs that so ikiliicat« a matter could 
^dutfr^ I' but M hid Words, ihis ^lariodt, and his vt- 
i ii a ii a t ^ vera not oaar apgood as mifa, the prefetf- 
4H0a iMariaost tfnaaiimnsly, -though most unjustly, 
gtM» tome. TMstrUl ever he the case y etery mr- 
pmrnm •mmblf it mob, let tte indiMridoals wh« 
iOW^ ai a it ha whs^t tbeyiwvll.' Jiata reason aad 
^M>d«ebse>Uiie«aAr «a faettaljMii «o*a aab c their paa. 
Atetnt^theito-atfiiiimeatB, tfatfr acnsea, and «h«ia saeo- 
i«i i»t t#as t^ sre aiooa ta b< appllad ta. Ua4c^ 
JtafdfBy tteylisnra toUcotiyBJ y aDUa ; but tbty ftave 
4m» «ari ejfias» ^which^niistbeilattfred aad seduced^ 
and this can only be done by eloquence, toaiHul p«- 
tflMs» «t«^fui acOen, abd aH the various paru of 
brptftyv. - ? 

.• 'Wbau you cama intv the kanse of eamnwhs, if 
|i«u imagine that speaMug plain and unadorned 
•iMittnfi Mason will Ao.your bnainass, yoa^ill fipd 
youiaatf most grossly miscslite. A« m 8t>eakar you 
tfN be naked only acoavAag to your aloquaaoa, 
axl by aa fMSus aec9rding to your auUtart every 
ibdylnidlrr tha mattes ulmost aiilia, but ftm asu 
iMiMMfti Iiwns early aanvincad of tha impartaaca 
uaA p uui^ rt oiilo^uencp ; and from tliaf moaiaat f 
mffjlid uiyilslf Da it: I resolvad aat ta utter odb 
ituffd, eaaa «u aoauaen Jiauaarsntkm, that sIkhM 
llB«l>««h*teasteK))fesskve, and the most eltgaat 
Iknt tha language cenld'sapply ma wMi far that pai<> 
^nsbr % ^gMbh limnakt haTa aoqufared such a eer* 

miti dmsti sf bmtuaNio^uauoa, that I mast nair 
-Miilyrtalt* sdmia pcdns If 1 w«uM express myieljf 
.Uift nagnuiitt y. I vant t» tnoulante this Mowk 
•mil iMSs^ftm, vbith yqv feaem by no means to bu 

h n w Uitui ^af yuti* that amimtitts are at preaent 
9Mia«)y'0lj«ats< nPaurwsla bushMSs noir ts t^ 

«ii m ^iim in ii»w 4gh > iM gU iuW rn atiuiiiruisitui^ 
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992 una> oftMirttitnE)^ 

Tea hftd bcttal- tiXk trittft ^vpmti^ id 4tiHtM 
tiiftiog womiMf thftii coarse' inw^ut wvMt to iH 
moBt solid man: you had better retarn * idre pp ei 
fkn genteellj, than gWe a thousand pottndr a!W 
trardly: and you had better refuse a fkvourgi^flii 
fully, than grant it dutnsily. Manner is all, in «Miy 
thing : it is by mannto only that you can p leart^ akii 
consequently rise. All your Qreek IvUl ae f ei^ m^ 
▼anee yon firom secret ar y to enroy, or from 9a¥6^ 
to ambassador; but jour address, your mmate% 
your air, if good, Tcrf probably may. Mareel eni 
beofmuchmoreasetoyouthanAifitotle. Iir«id)l|^ 
upon my wmrd, mudi raUi^ d»t you had i4>rd Bi>> 
Ungbroke's style and eloquencp, in sfMAlttg Mi 
wilting, than all the learning of the Aendei&y^ 
Sciences, the Royal Society, and tiie two teiNviik 
ties united. ■ '"^ 

Having mentioned Lord BolingbrokeVstyH -wUeft 
is, undoubtedly, infiiutely superior to any body% I 
would have you read his works;' which yott tMte, 
bver and over again, with phrticular attentioii to hil 
btyle. Transcribe, imitate, emulate it, if poasiblet 
that would be of real use to you in the houM of 
commons, in negodations, in eonveraetioii; tHth 
that yon may justly hope to please, to penoiide^ ti 
•educe, to impoM; and you will fail in dioie vtH 
dee, in proportion as yon fall short of it. t Tp o u ^ fc 
Irliole, lay aaidf^ during your year's rertdenc e at 
Puris, aU thoofhtsof aU that duU fldlowi caU ao^ 
lid, and esert your utmost care le acquire wliat pe»> 
pie of fashion call shining. • Frenes f^dat M la 
lirillant d'un galant homme.' 

Among the commonly oalled Utile tldngs, to w t deli 
yon do not attend, your hand.Oritiaf to io o i i if hia fc 
is indeed shamefully bad, and UUbwal ; it is a^tjbar 
the hand of a man of bnainets, nor of a giifirtw|l^, 
t>ot of a truant school-boy; as sooo^ theMfbio^ m 
you have done with Abb« Koi^ ^tmy got^te t^lAtt. 
Jent wntiAf4nast«> (since yoo think that jini ti—jl 
teach yoontKFto write wiiaC hand yoo -pliM^Miiil 
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Im Mipfnrh jo« to write a g«pMd> tefl^bkv Uben^ 
lHHHl,.aod yquick ; not the hand of a praeureur,'<a 
fk jmtiBg-imttter, . bnt tbaAMrt of tiand in which tbo 
Iwit tummtif in foreigu imrefow commonly. write: 
jE^ X teHlfon truly, that were I lord Albemarle^no* 
IhiAgaboiild ^eoaain in toffUiteau writteis ia yoor 
|H«8flnthaQd. From band to anna, the tranution is 
muturai i M the earriaeeand motioa of your ann&^o 
0o2 « TheiKktiaik of the anna is tlie most material 
purt of. a .man's air, especiaUy in dancing ; the feet 
lure not Aear so uaterial. . If a man dances well froq( 
tbe,waist apwards, wean his hat well^ and moves 
bis bead properiy, be dances w^ Po the women 
f^ that yon dress uteU? f^r that is necessary too fat 
#.yonng fallow. Have you jun gout vif, or a passiop 
.for :any body ? X do not ask Ibr whom. An Iphig^ 
nia would bodi give you the desire, and teach yow 
^bM^Maas'to |4cMae* 

t. Xn a fortniigbt or tbree .weeks you will see jSiv 
fil^es Hotbam at Fads* ia his way to Toulouse^ 
j«bece.lie is to stay a year or two. Fi^ be very ci> 
«il to himr bttt do not^cany him into company, bm^ 
4}ept presenting him to Lord AJbemsrle; tn as.I^ 
im not to stsy at Paris .above a week, we do not d^^ 
Mra.tl^t lie should taste of that disripatiqn: yqu 
nuy W»ow hjua a pl^y .and an opera. . Adieu, my 
4k»tcbiki. 



LETTER CCXLVin. 

• DBAK BOY, ' 

UTHAX. 4 bai^y period of your life is this 1 Hea^ 
,T , -JWf«vi« Bov, and. ought to be, your business. 
yi[bilejiiovk vera younger, dry rules and n^connecfr 
^ wqirdsj, w.ere the unpleasant objects of jpurli^ 
te»»f "j^S^i^ JP» JWW oW«r, tij« auid«ty,:tbe ve»» 
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\nmnu9, will veqoM th^griatevt sfaifre ^ fsar.lini 
•ad Atteotioa ; your pUnmnt^iM^ Md o a d . j i »a p n 
to yo«r bttsfcavH^ aiil to^f iMMtaenr mH ^«cMi- 

b» divided: wiMim* M% it iswholbr^cMrmRu «a* 
Mnaot be so iMlicvipto^ed «» te tHe plMMraar«f # 
genttonui. The werldit axrlfab^nly booh y< i n w mtl j -. 
tod idniost the only oM yoaflli#k»t6 mmH fhat ati^ 
MMary book cftn oalf to rwd ia* cowb/fUUft^ tw ^«b« 
He pliices,atmMl«, wdiofifldlts* TiMJiMpik bf 
IB tfa« plMMretf i»«Alor l» Imm eMj^maaitim,€i 
good coittiAByi. 14 |iW MddW i wi*.» ofc> iar ftgdw» fcai^ 
tteu» ^eo^ cotatMllr «r m^^ Iciift ai dm f wm t» t^di 
Mat, th<ii<«lunra6Mnrv)Mfe«BVtAe«iUi^diMii«Bt 
ttoam, Mid the bMrt- bidllbd««t tl^tl^l^ llefMird 
•f the pMcMtMidiiii^ 'thmti am «1ln^ ^oi i tii — 
inomeDts, forakilfia negociaU»« W iiy ot e . Swyodt^ 

dMktiMtiott ptftlcttlMrty, ciwf«b*»MKdd«t»of |rib»« 
«ttM»ift of iAfkOXb «de : te^lftfi^ •'gOMl tablcAdMdi^ 
do the beiia«»»of it s^deeMlf /•Md-^ «ttU tm dt 
lA beWMF.edidpqiBitf/ ift «»Miii«(Q|rde4eiiai7 Ibr 4lb» 
fHig^ Klnirt^r. Tli«ro i*^4 emidA« )ig)ft<Mbl« tiii^ 
(Am«^ dsefor t»faeet) Aff M»^pr«i^ mv^ tM^seviMi 
Mlige^ts, i^ikh-to Itlff t«-btf teMMidflrtM^WftdMb 
Of goed eompiwy.. IiKiiMh^ i»fliayjM trifltor; 'iK» 
trifling as it is, • man of ptrtft and ej^eii^Md oMm 
world wiU give «n a^eeeble tocn to it. . * L*art lie 
badiaw agr^ablement' Is by iio mMM to te d>« 

spiaed. ,, 

Aa-eagagiAg' address, and torn io gallantry, ia 
often of very great service to fbreigiiBiiuaters. Wo-< 
mkik!)kKvty dii^Hf or^dteoMf^i* good deal .aocugr 
in aiost coortt. The laCe LordifitMfierdflOHCvaad, 
for a conaiderehle time, the .eoket of Berlin, and 
iftadk fai» «nh>«Mrftfii«; b^lteiBg ««li<%ftfah l^ftidtaldk 
d« WirMAbdi^ th^fimSfofef FMS$itfitNMat|»a^. 
I cimltf ttdiM niiil4» «(!llbr-iiMWiie»^ ilMkv-hfaat 
That i6rt of »^;M^Mtf'*eil(tdift dfe ft^fitiifes,' 1AW iMt> 
«»i«y'fot«MdliHr#of^ad^-«»jlMf«M^ oily-«^ 
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^ gdtiyDreqMuHDl vnm^n oftbe first' AnMon, ' et 
^A tieoaent It ton.' Let every other book then gire 
wit^to Oris great and necessary book the world; of 
wWUHHutn Hre so many varioos readings, that it 
ratfvfMs a fttmt deal of tisM and attention to under* 
staid ilwell: oofltfary to all other books, yon must 
Bdt stay at homey b«t go abroad to read it; and, 
wItaM you seek it abroad, yon will not find it in 
twokseUchrs* shops and stalls, bnt in courts, in kMel^ 
■t«MBrtaiunients, baUs, assemblies, spectacles. Sec, 
9«t y»undf upon the foot of an easy, domestic, but 
IMfHta fiuniliarity and intimacy, in the several French 
iKMMes to whidi you have been introduced. Cttltl* 
vaiB tham, frequent ttiem, and show a desire of be* 
eondi^ * enfsnt de la "malson/ Oct acquainted Ss 
OMMliaa you can with * lea gens de cour:* and ob^ 
serve, eanfully,* how politely ^vy can differ, and 
bow eivllly they can hate ; how easy and idle they 
<B*B seem in the multiplicity of their business ; and 
lunr they can lay hold of tiie proper moments to 
carry k en, in the midst of their pleasures. Courts, 
uhxier teaeh versatility and politeness ; for there is 
tto Hi^4bere without them. Lord Albensarle has, 
I liear, and am very glad of It, put you into the 
hands of Bfossteurs de Bissy. Profit 1^ that, and 
bef«f them to lei yon attend them in all the com- 
panias of VersidUes and Paris. One of them, at 
least, will naturally carry you to Madame de la Ya- 
ller% unless he is discarded by this time, and Oel- 
Uoi* retaken. Tell them frankly, • que vous cher* 
ches k vous fonneri que veus 6tes en mains dem«l» 
tras, ^ils venlettt bien s'en donner la peine.' Teor 
profisssion has thb agreeable peculiarity in it, wMsii 
Ist thatit is oonnscted with, and promoted by,plfa- 
snras ; and^it is the only one in wfalch« tberough 
knewledfs of the world, polite manners, and an en- 
gaghigiaddressy are absolutely neoesssty* If a fm» 
yetfaMWB bis hnr, a panott bis divinity, and a.^it«fi- 

'• > o Jl f— ini upeta singer at Parts. 
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pier hi* oteolatiom, .each m^j mAa-m tgfUB «aA» 
Ibrtmie in liu profesMOB, vitlioot f reat iaowieilgi 
of the wiM-Ld, and mtboat tbfC; nMBMr» «f jMttaaMt. 
But your profetuon thrawy f on isto «U tba iatrigan 
Aadcabolt, «s well «s jpleaaiifvs, of omms : iajUMtp 
viiHliiig^ and labjrvBthv a jrnnwif dge of the vofH 
a disc«rniB«Bt of cbaracten, a aupptaoeaa and vent* 
tilky of mind* and an elegaocy of maoaen, nuHt;ka 
jroor cine; jou muU know hoir to aootb and Ui)l 
tba maiMten that guard* and how to addwiai u4 
Hain tha fair that ]uep, tl)e goiden fl«eoe. Tbaaejp 
,p»a arts »ud tlie accompluiia)fl»a ateolot^ xwi 
4aijr/ora loceign ouaisteri io whicfa it nuwt kt 
.•waadr io.our •juuoaa, tfiat, i90»t otbcr-ufiti^vspvt-do 
«4i9£agliai;,a^d» c^UrU paribus, a€r^ikab.«Ma- 
.at^r vill gat the better of an £i^iBh. m^ H<.MV 
third court i» Eufofie; the Frei^h ^'vingtnmfiihim 
more Z»«nC soore iusiauating and eafa§int'i» l^ 
muumf tkau w« have. An fioglitb nwiwiftr.^fctf 
J^vo i!e»d4d;aevf9 yearf^t.a <;Purt:witho|«(lia*iac 
.B)ad« aQ3M>i»e pe9^ii»l-cfMEi9e»i^ tliere, or witkOMt 
l^eiag intimabe and doine«ticio anj one houae. J9(e 
i« alwi^ tho Eftftlish miui*t«r«;»i»d oevemotw^- 
iMd. He tecewaf IHt »rder», d ew a o dg m a uri it ffi 
unites an aceouat of it to bis court* and liia h«ii> 
4MM iadone. A French miniatar, on the cpwtra^, 
)ia9 not |)e«n six^ w^eka at a court, witbopthaviftf^^ 
4 thoufaod Uttle atteotioniw. insinuated himaelf into 
4oiae d«gi«eof £»9onr with the piiope, hia wife^ Us 
a»iftr«M»ius- favourite* and bis miniMer. Ha hai 
.Mlabttsbod himself. upon a faaiUar aodd«pMMic 
iMUng, ina-doaeo of the heat bansM of the place, 
' ;«rbfiMbe has aoeusiomed the people to he «otjan^ 
.^asy. botus^w^cd before bioa; hAtaakm hinnatf 
at hone theie, and tbey think him flo. Bj Omm 
w n emm M Vnowa the .interior ot those oouita, and 
.OM almost wiite proptmcica to.his own, fiom die 
boovledge he has of the cbar«;teab the K^ffHurr, 
the abilities, or the weaknesses of the actors. Tbe 
Gardiual^'OMNt wa» looked. vpMaUtome aaaa 
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ItfiUan , ttoid not as a IVench cardinal ; and Mondenr 
d*Avaax, wherever he went, was never considered 
as a foreign minister, but as a native and a personal 
fHcnd. Mere plain truth, sense, and knowledge, 
will bj no means do alone in courts ; art and oma* 
tktloAs mostiSDtte t6 tbcir aaslitance. Humours must 
be flattered; the tnollia tanpora must be studied 
and known; confidence acquired foj seeming A-ank- 
aass, and prof tad of by silent SUM. And, stove 
•n, ya« must gmu aad engage .the iMSrt,. to betray 
the oadarstanding tp yen. * Hm «ibi eraat artes/ i 
91ie death of the iTince of Wal^ who was inoee 
•itleved for Ms affability and goofkoatnre, tbab 
«aleerand for Us steadineas and coulvet, has giveii 
•eoneera to many, and apprehtaukms to all. Tbe 
.fvaat diAerenee of age in tiiftKingaad PrinceGeoegt, 
•preeeats the. prospect of a minority; a disagreeable 
f rotpect fbr any aatioal Bvt it is to be hoped, and 
%» nest probable, Hiat tlM> king, who is now perftct- 
4y recovered of Ma late IndispOfeieion, nl*y Hif,^ 
eee his grandson ef agev He-is, acsionsly, a oMtt 
hopeful boy; gentle and geod^naturedT, with good 
aooad sense. Ihia' event has made aU sorts of peo- 
ple here Ustoriaoa, as well as polltieiaiM. Oer Ma- 
tories are rvmmaged for all the partiei|lar eirema. 
ateooev of the iU ndnoritles, we have bad .tiaae 
^e Conqeest, vis. those ef Henry,. HI. Zdwavd 
jn., Klbhard IL, Henry VI., Edward V., and 
Bdward VI. { and th* reasoaiags, the specalatloas, 
4lie ieoBjeet^, and the predietioM, you will b^ 
aUy fanagiae, aiost be inoomerable and e n dkas, in 
llito nation, Vh^^e every porter is a coasoaxaate 
-polltidaa. Doctor flwift ny, very humoaroaalgr, 
^ ^ery man kaawt €hat be uadeietanda religion aad 
-foH^ca, thongh he never learned them ; bat many 
i^eple are eoasdoas they do npt vnderataad maay 
other adtenoee, from having never learned tbett.' 
:A(Mdu. 
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LETTER CCXLIX. 

Londtntt April 7, O. 8, 1751. 
IdY DEAR FRIEM), 
ERE yon have, all together, the pocket>books. 



H 



the compasses, and Che patterns. When yoor 
three Graces have made their option, yoo need only 
send me, ia a letter, small pieces of the three uno- 
faairs they fix upon. If I can find no way of send- 
ing them saiely, and directly to Paris; I vill con- 
tivTe to have tfaem left with Madame Morel, at Ca> 
.lais ; who, being Madame Monconseirs agent there, 
may find means of fiirAering them to your three la- 
dies, who all belong to yoor fKend Mftdame Mon- 
•conseil. Two of the three, I am told, a.re hand- 
some ; Madame Folignsw, I can swear, is not so ; 
Imt however, as the world goes, two out of tliree is 
a very good' composition. 

You will also find, in the packet, a compass ring, 
•et round with little diamonds, whith I advise yoa 
to make a present of to Abb^ Quasco, who has been 
useful to you, and will continue to be b6 ; as it is a 
inere bauble, you must add to the value of it by 
jour manner of giving it him. Show it him first, 
and when he commends it, as probably he will, tell 
him that it is at his service, * et que comme il est 
tottjonrs par vo'ie et par cbemins, U est absoluroent 
H^cessaire qu*il ait une boossole.' All those little 
gsllaatfies depend entirely upon the manner oT do- 
ing them ; as, in truth, what does not ?. The great- 
nt favours may be done so awkwardly and bung- 
liagly as to offend ; and disagreeable things may be 
done so agreeably, as almost to Oblige. Endeavour 
to acquire this great secret; It exists, it is to be 
found, and is worth a great deid moine thait the 
grand secret of the alcbcmista would be, if it w«re. 
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MltUnol, tobfifdviul. This is only to be l««nied 
ia eoorts, where clashing vie^rs, jarring opinions, 
•ad oerdUl hatreds, are softened, and kept within 
decent hounds, l»y politeness end menners. Fre- 
quent, observe, aikd learn courts. Are jon free of 
tbnt of St. Cloud ? Are jon often at Versailles ? In- 
sinuate and wriggle younelf into favour at diose 
places.. L'Abb^ de U ViUe, my old friend, will help 
you at the latter; your tliree ladies niey establish 
jon in theformeri The good-breeding ' de la vHIi 
^de la coor'are dtiTerent; but, without deciding 
which is intrinsically the b^t, that of the court is, 
wathout doubt, the most necessary for you, who are 
to Uve, to grow, and to rise in courts. In two years 
time, which vrill be as osoon as you are fit for it, 1 
hope to be able to plant you in the soil of a young 
tourt here ; where, if you have all the addrea% the 
suppleness, and versatility of a, good courtier, you 
win have a great chance of thriving and flourishifig. 
Young favour is easily acquired, if the proper means 
are emplpyed; and, when acquired, it is warm, if 
not durably and the warm moments must be snatch- 
ed and improved; ' Quitte pour ce qui en pent ar- 
liver apris.* Do not mention this view of mine for 
you to any mortal; but learn to keep your own se- 
crets, which, by the way, very few people can do. 
■ If your course of experimental philosophy with 
Abh^ KoUt is over, I would have you apply to Abb^ 
SlUier, for a master to give you a general notion of 
astronomy and geometry : of both which yon may 
know as much as I desire you should, in six moqtht 
tuuje. I only desire that you should have a clear 
notion of the present planetary system, and the hi- 
story of ail the former systems : Fontenelle's PUira* 
liU da ^tfbiufef will almost teach you all you need 
know upon that subject^ Ab for geometry, the se- 
ven first books of Euclid will be a sufficient portion 
of it for you. It is right to havp a general notion of 
tl)<iie «|bstnw« tcienfies, so as not to appew quite ig- 
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aaraMtoC'tbMol^ wheft ttey. Tif ^^i « 

tlMy de^ t<rbe tiiB tofiiet of « 

httowledec of Ifaeiii tt m rn kna tao i 

friiseft tteaiad too OMMik 1 ropeai it agite «■! 

•tai»toyo(a> l«t the gMot boik of thowridberyoot 

pfkici|Mil •tody. 



•MM oiri J Itai best odMnm. 

WtMfteter nay be snd at Paris (rfaiy apMcb ^i« 
Dm biU for the fefonwtioB ofihe pieieiit cafcate) 
oa arhatewar applama it aMyha^ ant vitfekaM^ the 
vhole^ I mawmun^yim, is wing to the vockii^ mat 
to Iho' ddweryv but by ao aMMs to th« onMMr) 
Vhich»aal tol4yoa.ia a fionnat lettoi^ I«a»ail 
awitorof. ImeatiOB tbioagaiii,to 4haw jpan* ibl 
iBqpvtanoa of veU-eboaen worcK barnw io d a f» 
iiods, and 8oo4 delivery ; for, b rt ar toay a a a a d ij 
Lard Kaoclesfieki*-8 speech trae, in troth, wortb-a 
tooBiaad of aiae. It iriU eooa be pnatod, and I 
idU eaod it yoiL It iaveryinslnKtive. Yovmjv 
that 9o»inih to speak bat taatfaawell aa I dM) 
you may easily speak full aa veil aa aver I did; If 
you will but gwe tiMsame atfeeaition to diaE laaiiob* 
jaets that I did at your age, addfor mas^ yeata.«d 
tecwards ; I maao coiTectuen^ pvrity, aad efaigsmy 
itfstyH kannony of peiiodB, and giaeefnineas of de- 
nsely.. Read over aod over again the third book dl 
fHoero dc Ora»m%, in wbteb be particniariy w an 
of thfromanHintal parte of oratory; they aratadaad 
proporly oratory; for aU theiesfe depeoda only npad 
oamm6n scase, and- soma knowledge of the subfeeH 
you speak apon. Battfyouwonid please, panvada 
and prevail in spea|iing, it mast be by the 0M» 
toeatal parts of oratory. Make theavtbarsfoWh ba< 
bitoal to you; aod rawlve never to aaytha aitot 
eonanon tiitogs, even to your footmao, bnr in -toe 
best words yon can find, and with the bast uttM^ 
aMa. ThiSkwitb<laanMMl«rH^la4)o»iMfay«ld« 
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mqr^RivilMlvfttftem both ! Adien. 



LETTER CCl.. ^ 

il Lcmdres, 15 4pW2, F. & Vf$l^ 
; MDK CHER AMI, 
f^^GMMlSM^ DMif tea Gbtmeix Iw munereSf le» 

^ • m Oudro .wt hwme atoatite ? L«8)irenc»WMMf 
yfrf>t» roua Jm progp^r? La grand sscrM o^ett rut 
«l«^^laii«; et ^ett un* irbtiu.'U ne tieM qufl^iki»diat 
OMi d^in^wfiriry mpponntUB certnin fiond dft aeoa 
cMMWfub' Va te\ roaa ipltat par tsl aadrait; eMb^. 
va^Uutifaikm^oir faita^ camrae lui^ ct-iom plakcs 
jiM !■ itiimB cttdfoit awr mmt^u* ¥omtpk&at mat 
tmmmm, M-fent itre coato}^ ctoi h o aiiiita ; Etiidm' 
pWce atiKfamaBKi^l fMrt «(avoir pluta amefennes. 
"ftnafiiaiiiii^ doat 1ft vank^ at saps oontlnedife is> 
paiiiud dbmiaaots* l«ttoav«at> iatt^to par let attea* 
tiaM'tfliirhatkwieqttiaali g^D^raifsmeat! etfUm^ pev* 
ml lea hommes. Quand U eat nmrqu^ 4 C8> aoia, 
aii«»i«i»doidMat)«eoiir8)C*eatiiHiire,l«iniode. De 
Kirataa efttift, aw iKNmne sna aatimable parmi les< 
ha mnw-a, aana* poavtaoft tera*ainrabU^ n le»fenHn«a 
a^-ont par aiia la demiem ama; ILest auan n4» 
i'iaaaiiiu<nle4gatd»«Bi seQceBtra^vailleDtA sa perfitetioa 
*fa?if ton iltre; porter tfar ftanmaa le m^rite da v6tva 
ataa^ Toas^ea rap p oi'terealk doucenr, hsaagr^mena, 
«t hv g^aoaa^da tour ; et lea hoannesf qui tous eali- 
iMBtHtt rfettleroeat aaparavaat,^ voua aimentnt aprte. 
ibda Mamn* aoat le» r^tabka rafBaeaaes da Tor 
iftaScnKa; ellestn':^ ajeoteat pas du poads il est^raai,- 
ladiaAlieBydoBneBvrfclatetiabrillantt A.-propos,. 
O0 mtiasara qae MadiiKieda Biot» aaoa avoir des 
trato, eat joUa eonuM no oorar, at qoa ^o^ H> l w(ta^i^ 
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ceU, dle-s*eii est teone juBctofci i«mnti ■■■laiii 
•on nuri, qupi<|a*U y ait d^j^iiliM &na -sd qoMIe 
est marine. Elle a*y pem« pw r U ftMit * dtcMlttr 
cette feniroe-lA. D^crottea voos done torn l^«dMk 
j^dproqnement. Force, aaatdait^ att09tk»ai^rB> 
gards tendres, et d^laiatioiu paaakMui^ea d« tAtR 
tbU, prodmront as moiiis qu^m mtUaM d« aiatt. 
Et quaad one fois la veUeit6 eat^ lea caavm aft«nt 

. pas loin. 

Comme je tobs tiens po«rle pnmtr Jt u lt fmU m 
et politiqae de tout le corps Gennaotqae, je soppoae 
que vons aurea In la iettre du Roi deFlrasM k VBteo- 
teur de Maience, an 8mjeC<ie I'elaction d*am Peidl 
Romains. Et de Fautre ctU, me pi^ce. JnliMd^ 

. MepriienUKtion impmfiale 4n» qtd mtjumttt 
rigard tU VSUctUm dVm Boi dt$ Rmudmy^kei 
Ia premiere est trte Ueii ^cnte, mail pea femfateiw 
les loix et les asagas de Tetapire; la aeooade eit 
tr^s mal ^crite, an nu>ius en Fra&fois, awaa ftMuMn 
Je crois qu'elle aura ^ ^arite par qeetque AUemaad 
qui s'^it mis dans resprttqu'ilentnidoit leFcanfeit* 
Je snis persuade poortant que T^Mgaooe et le dMi» 
oatesse de la Iettre do Roi de Praiae im impoaeraat 
anx deux tiers da pnblic en d^pit de la aeUdife^ etde 
le v^rit^ de Tentre pi^ce. Telle est la force de Yiik- 
gft&ce 9t de la d^icaiwsBe.- 

Je soahaiterois qoevoua eewieB la bontd-l^ema 
detailler on pea plos parttcuU^renMatvae aUdres t 
Paris. 06. est ce, par exeniple,'qtte^oae itieO'teet 
les Vendredis, aree oet aimeble et respaetaMe vioil. 
lard Fontenelle? Qaelle est le maiMm qui est peer 
ainsi dire v6tre domicile ? Car on en e toajoers 
one, o4 Ton est pins etabli, et pins i son aise qa*att- 
lears. Qai sont les jeanes f^an^oia airec leaqn^ 
voos Ates le plus li^ } Frequentee-voosrhfttol d'H0l- 
lande; et vona Atea-voes foerr^ encore dens celai da 
Comte de Cavnitx? Monsieor de Plgnatelii «-Ml 
rhonneur d'tee do nombre de vos servitevrsf Et 
le nonce da pape vous apt41 ooMpriB dans son je- 
Idl^? Bitis moi ansii utaBeUenent oMNiMBt voiii 
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j$tm'9mm Ifilord Huatiiicdoa ; la vo!a vwa son- 
VMit? le .oiiltivm>voM r R^ndes ip^dfiqiie. 
mmut k toolM oflt'qoflitlaiia daasvotre premi^ 



.' Ob n« dii qM to Vim de Dn Clot ii*ett paa k ta 
«Mde i 9arii, et qu'ea le critique fnTievBement ; 
c^Mt sppaMiameiit paree qn'oii ^enteod, ct ce ii*est 
flMkiMode»d'4tr«isteUigiMe. Je rB^>€Ctb infinl. 
mentlla iiiod«, mais je mpecte Men pint ee livre, 
qae ja^oKve an mteia torn vril, Mlide, et brillant. 
Hy a BiAme das eptgnumnea : qae ^ntaa de plas I 
Mr. * • • tarn parti (je oompta) da- Paris pour son 
9i)Out' de Tovtoaae. J'esp^ qn'il y prandra das 
HMJaifii mm matas en a-t-il Man basoia. H est 
Ijwake, tt est tadturoa, at B*a pas la moindraan- 
tngemtf yalirts pourtant tr6s neeassaires poor se 
dieClDgMiF an dans les aAiras^ on dans la baan 
PMmde. An-«rai* «aa dans cboaaa sont si liias; 
Qn^nn haeanie ne fignreia jamais dans las afiaires 
4«i ne s^ait paa briHer anssi dans la baan monda. Bt 
pew fdnasir paifiitMnant bian dans I'nn on dans 
Haatre* U ibvt Mm *n utmrnpte pdrahlu. Pnis- 
stanvmu I^Atra, mon altar ami ! at snr ce, nous toos 



P. S. Lord and Lady BlesaiB|toB, ariat tiiair soii 
iOTdHonnlioy, ivill be at Paris next vaak, in their 
Way an the^sontb of Fkance: I send you a little 
pecbat of books by tliani.' Pray go to valt upon 
^fiam, aa soon as yon hear of their aitiTal, and show 
tlHHB att'tfan aCtsMion»yon can. 



vol*. U. P 
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^H AT M«p«« With tjM i«M«B, Mui te tk» aMti^ 

tiUBCf to inditptoaably Me giw u r y to iiidttc wm 

fraMialhMBP The great »««wti> tl>»f»of pH^iiiag; 
Md liMt ait if to te altaiMd by «r«rf MM wW tet 
»toad fond of comnoa-tenM. If yarn wm pUami 
vJthaiijrpcrsoOyaMmiBewby; 4oM h g4a<t{ aMlyts 
viUchMnadMra bytha mom thteit'«p|ricl»flMM 
jMifahim. T« be likad by vfAMBrywa'Avet %• 
ftewnadbyeaea; ud to f lease vMir, yatt Mil W 
•greeakle to wemaa. Vanity i» tta^u totie a a lil y lia 
tilling paMJna ia woaaa j airiitk«a4l|iMtorad-bf 
thaattoatiMiiof«manarhategaa eii Hyii U a ia i # »y 
nan: wfaaftfaiavMviliiastoceiTei^tiieetoaipariMr 
•lipratMilioii, wiHDen taake ft emveiit, dMt ia to a^, 
put him in fuhion. On the otbav baaid, if « smb 
hat not received the last polish from wonaea, ha may 
W estiwaMa amaag mea, but ha will a<w a r tea aiai- 
9M: TbaaeoeaiveocaofthatwaiaMliaaanaen- 
Mry ta the perisction of anv being, as to tiie fovtoa. 
tiofofit. gb — oog wowiatt wiHi the gaod q u a W tf to 
of yam Mx,and yoa will aoi(«li« froai iMni tha wft. 
ness and the graces af tfieirs. Maa wHl tiiaMadd 
affectioD to Uie esteem wbich they before had for 
you. Women are the only refiners of tiie metit of 
Aen ; it is true, they cannot add weight, but lliay 
polish and give lustre to it. A propot, I am aaaarad 
that Madame de Blot, although she has no great fa- 
gularity of features, b, notwithstanding, exceaahraly 
pretty ; and that, for all that, she has as yet baen 
scrupulously constant to her hosband, thoogb aha 
has now been married above a year. Safely tb« does 
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w&t rtiettr tbaft hoomb vaatt poUah^. I wottirfr 
have you polish one another reciprocally. Fftrce, 
— WniriM, attanlioAa, tewUr ioDto^ aiui pwiinnite 
dariaiwtipai, en ywir tide, «Bl produce some i£res»> 
tagM «Wwt» at leaat, on Imw; and even when the 
ittfhteet wiahee ariae, the rest will soon follaw. 
. ihettBkeyttotobethegreateat^riljMKtiaaad 
felilieiaA ef the whole Oannwio bodj> I auppoAe 
jpe« vill ham feed the King-of Pmema's letter to 
the elector of Maaence, upon the election of a King 
mt the Remans^ ^d» ea int other kide^ a tttemeiial, 
mktod, < Impartial Repreieatatioa af what la jne« 
«Mi neffui^to the Blee^a of aKing of the Reinaaa, 
4m.* The firet ia eataevMly «elt written, bat aot 
geoOTdfid upo« tike lawa aad cuttoms ef the em- 
fim, Theaeeeiidia«eryiUwntteB<aUeeiiiaAenehX 
tet trail gKMKadtd ; 1 luKf the aathor ia aeme Gar* 
9tt»» 1^ has tahan inia hia head that he nnderataode 
Xrettch. Iani» however, pwauaded, that the e l e ga n e y 
taA daliMcjr of the Kiag of Pvuvia't letter will pre- 
vail «i«b «w«-thinla of thet. pvblic, ia ipite of the se- 
lidi^aaA troths ce»tained in the other piece. Such 
ia the foree of an el^ant and delicate style ! 

I wish yon woald be so good as to give me a more 
particular and circumstantial account of the method 
of passing your time at Paris. For instance, where 
ia k that yen dine every Friday, in company with 
that aniaUB and raapevtable old man, Fontenelle ? 
Whidi is the house where ypa think yourself at 
home ? for one always has such a one, where one is 
batter established, and mere at ease, than any where 
•lee. Who are the young Fteochaaeo with whom 
yen ava most intimately ceoaeeted i Do you fre- 
qoent the Dutch ambassador's? Have you pene- 
tt o t e d yet inte Ceuat Oauaits'e house i Has Moa- 
aieuf do Pignatalli the honour of being one of your 
homlile servants i and has the Pope's Nuncio ia* 
olodad you ia his jubilee » Tell roe also finely how 
yon am with l4Ded Hoatioffdao: Do you see him 
ofteaf Do yoo coooect youfseif with him i Att^ 
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swec^H thete <^a wti »u i ci rwiirt a nrtailf io y^mtSaft 
letler. i , ,. .^ 

X «m told that Da Cto»*s book i» not^w^ t o ^ wp^t- 
Buis, and that itisvioleotljrcnclciMd ; Iniippmfthifc 
it because one uadentMids tt; and beia#inty H%i bte 
U now no longer the fashion. I have a voiyifMpft 
respect for fashion, bat a mueh . gr ea t e r foi-.Hm 
book ; which is, all at OBce» troe^ flotid,<and.biighttf 
It contains even epigrams i what can one wfsti $m 
more i . t 

Mr. ••• wUl, I suppoie, have l^t Paris bf thi* 
tune, for his residence at ToutooM. I hope he with 
acquire manners there ; I am sure be^w^u^bef*^ 
Ue is awkward, he ia silent, and has nothiogagrae^ 
able in bis address : most necessary qiia l ififfal ie t lO: 
distinguish j>jie's self in business, aaweUasaa the. 
polUeworldf In truth* these two things aftfse^on. 
nected, that a man cannot make a figure<in ImsindM^ 
who is not qualified to shine in the great wqrid; «nd 
to succeed perfectly in either Uie one oc the othe^ 
one must be in utrumque ptaratus. Afay ye« be 
that, my dear friend! axid so we wish yoaegeod 
night. 



LETTER CCLL 

London, AprU 98, O. S. ]T5l. . 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I APPLY to you now, as to the greatest «snMai*<' 
of this, or perhaps any oth«r age ; <»e whoee-a*^. 
perior judgement and distinguishing eye hind^tsd' 
the King of Poland from buying a bad picture 4^. 
Venice, and whose decisious tn the reaUna oC vkr%^ 
$afi final and without appeal. Now to the poieti. .£<, 
have had a catalogue sent me, < d'une rente Ai*eifO%( : 
ble de tableaux dea plus grands maitreai^^artiMiHbt 
aa Sieuf Axaignon Aper^, valet de chMtbrtt^^M:. 
Heine, sur le quai de la M^isserie* an com dePAivhe 
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'Atetok.* TlMfroIolMertetWo large pIctuMS of Titian 
as described in the endesed page of the catalogue, 
9^ m, iriiieh I should be glftd to purchase upon two 
#«aditions } the first is, that they be itndonbted ori- 
Mrts of Titian, in good preservation, and tlie other 
IhiH the^" tome eheap. To ascertain the first (but 
•tHdhoiit disparaging jroiir skill) I wbh yon woaM 
«M some tindonbted connoisseurs to examine them 
jcMnMlf; and if, upon such critical examination, 
ifliey should be unammousljall(yred>to be undisputed 
oiAglnals of Titian, and well preserved, Uien comes 
the second point, tbe price: I will not go above two 
hondred pounds sterling for the two together ; but 
•a mmth less as you cui ^t them for. I acknowledge 
that two hundred pounds seems to be a very small 
Mm for two undoubted Titians of that siae ; but, on 
the othe> band, as large Italian pictures are now out 
cffuMon at Paris, where fashion decides of every 
tUng, and as these pictures are too large for common 
rooinsi they may possibly come within the price above 
limited. I leave the whole of tbb trausiction (the 
price excepted, which I will not exceed) to your 
oonsummate skill and prudence, with proper advice 
joined to them. Should yon h^pen to buy them 
/or that price, carry them to your own lodgings, and 
get n frame made to the second, which I observe has 
none, exactly the same with the other frame, and 
hnve the old one new gilt; and then get them care- 
folly padced up, and sent me by Rouen. 

I hear much oi your convernng with Ui beaux e*> 
j»titoat Paris ; I am very glad of it; it gives a de- 
gree of reputation, especially at Parif; and their con* 
▼oieation is generally instructive, though sometimes 
aJfected. it must be owned, tiiat the polite conversa* 
tiett of the men ai^d women of tehion at Paris, though 
not always very deep, is much less futile and frivo- 
loM'tlMm oars here. It turns at least upon some 
§u ^t %U aodietliing of taste, some point of history, 
aHMMn^ «nd even philosophy ; which, though pro* 
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Mbly not qtdtt bo solM ^ Mr. Lo»rt% Is' hD W e w i 
b«tter, and mom bcco^nftfctlBiiil beings, tiMaoar 
IH«o1oi» <tt80trtMioii«\p(M tbe t to t Um; «»r «pMi 
-whist. Moiitlear4ttCl(»obanrteB«SDdItliiak'««7 
JosUy, ' qti*ll y a & preMBt e» ftesee nae ftf t wjt » 
tloii uaiverBalledeUmlsonqoi trad iM derelttpper.' 
WbeneM, I tin sorry to tay, that here tbat feii ea to 
don seens to hat« been over aoiAe yean ago^ the 
spirit evaporated, and only Hie dregs left. Moreeiviiv 
lei beawt tapriig at Farii are coaaiBoely w clMw ed , 
which otirs very firequentty are not; with tbe Sotmm 
yoar tnanners will be fbrmed ; with the latter wit 
mnst generally be componnded for at the expeaaeef 
ttannefs. Are yon acquainted with lCariTaan« irh» 
Im8 certainly studied, and ia well Acquainted with 
the faeert ; but Who refines so much npon its pMtti 
repHs, and describef thtfm so aiectcdly/ tiiet fa» 
often is unintelligible to his readers, a«d aoaaetinns 
so, T dare say, to himself ? Drr you know Cr^taiHott 
lefilsf He is a fine psnnter« and a pleasing wrinr; 
his charac^rs are admirable, and his refleetiona Just. 
Frequent these peopte, and be glad but not proud of 
frequenting them : ne^er bea^ wf it, as a proof of 
your own merit, wnf insait, in nmanner, otbf* eotts» 
pawies, by telltag tliem affectedly what yen. Men* 
tesquieo, and Fontenelle, were tnlUag of tho wchcr 
day ; as I have known nrany people do here with 
regard to Pope end Swift, Hrho had never bee* twlee 
in company with either: nor carry into otliercoi^ 
panles the lotiof those meetlBia of ^ensur es jwtti. 
Talk Hteratnre, taste, pUlesophy, &c. with tlnos A 
UtbomtehfitreT but then, with ilia asneaaaw, assd 
more erffotttmMt, talk po tmp utU r miHrtti Sta* with 
Madame de Blot, if she reqafaraa It.- Al&ioet«v«^ 
eabject in rhe werid has Ha prapertine and flwaas 
in wbieh no one it above or betow^tiseassiew. Hm 
point Is, to talk well ajNmthe subject ymi taHt wpaa; 
and the most trifltog «Hvoloas suljaets wW^tW fiea 
a nan of parts n oppartaalty of sbovteg ^bmm^ 
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limttitt du ffrattd mmuU cm alone tMob tlnit« 
ThiM WW fcbe ilkthigaishmK cbarftc€srlstie of AlciU^ 
t4w* MMi « hafip; one it was; Cbnt be could OGcasio» 
«Uy» «AdwifehsaiBQch ease, adopt tlie most diffsi^ 
•Wt» and evea Ae fliott «ppo8lte habits and inaQaer% 
that each a ee m ed satural to him. rMpare youneK 
for the gpeac world, aa Che «f Me^ov cted to do for 
their eaereiaes ; oil (if I mvf ase that ex|»re8sioa) 
your Blind* and yoar anaDers, to gfrre them the 
«ecaaaary sitppleneia and fleaibiHtf | atresgtb alone 
wiU not do» aa yeuag people are too apt to thiak. 

ilow do yoar eaereiaei go on 1 Can jfott managa 
aprettj vigDieusMMtearbefcwef«litepiUars? Aia 
50« got iato atirrapt jrel \ ' Faitea-Toaa asaaat aaa 
amea? Bat above aU» what doaa Marcel say of 
yott? Is he aatiafiad ^ Pray be OMte particular la 
yoor acf^iats of yourself) for, tboa^ I have fra* 
qaeotacooaata of yoa froan otheis, I desire to bava 
jwarowntuo.. Adieu. 

Toars, truly and taoderly. 



LETX£R CGLII. 

LonOan, iiapZ, O.S, 1751. 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

nnwo acooanta which I have very lately rereived 
-■■ of you, from two good jadgei, have put m^ ioto 
great spirita; a» chey have givea me teasooable 
Itopea, that yoa w|ll sooa acipiire all that 1 brieve 
yon want; I owaa, the air, llie addresiy the grao<^ 
and the manners, of a man of fashion. As these two 
pictaras of yoa art very anlllie that whidl I receiifed 
and seal you some moaiha ago, I will name the two 
{ndntcrs } the first is aa old friend aad acquainUflce 
of aOiie, Moasiear d* AiUon. His piecare is, I hopOk 
1^ f»u ; for It is a very good ohe: Monsiear Tol- 
lat>*a la atttl • batter-; aad to adtantageous a oatf, 
that I will not send you a copy of it, for fear of ata1(» 
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iag yott too vain. 80 fw I will ten yQn,*t!b0t,iim* 
was only one but in either of their aeoonnts : maA it 
4rasthis: I gave d* Aillon the qneition, ordiMiy aad 
extraordinary, upon the important article of no*, 
ners; and extorted thiifromhim: •Maianvowvoaln 
II Itti manqne encore ce dernier beaavamia «ini nhffm 
lea coulears, et qui donne I'^cUt 4 U piece. Coapp* 
tez qu*il Taura r il » trop d'etprit ponr a'ea pas con. 
noitre tont le phx, et je me trompe bieo» on plna 
d'une peraonne travaiUe 4 le Inl donner.' MooflUor 
ToUot Mys> i * 11 ne loi manque abaolument* pour 
dtretout ce que voui aonbaitea qu*il aoit, qneces 
petits. rieoa, cea graces de d^taulf oette atsance aim- 
able que Tusage du grand monde pent seul lui don- 
ner. A cet ^gard on m*aasure qn'il eat en de bMUMS 
mains ; je ne s^is si .on n^ vent pas dire par«14| 
' dans les beaox bras.' Without ent^ing into a nioe 
discussion of the last question, I oongratalate you 
and myself upon your being so near .that point at 
which I so anxiously wish^ you may arrive. 1 am 
sure that all your attention and endeavours will be 
exerted ; and, if exerted, they will succeed. Mr. 
Tollot says, that you are inclined to be fat; but 1 
hope you will decline it as much as you can ; not 
by iaMng any thing corrosive to make yon lean, b«t 



• * But, since you will know it, he sUtl 
that last beautiful varnish, which raisea the colouia, 
and gives brilUancy to the piece. Be perannded that 
he will acquire it; he has t^ much sense not to 
know its value; and if. I am not greatly mistaken, 
more persons than one are now endeavouring to give 
it him.* 

t ' la order to be exactly all that you wish him, lie 
, only wants those little nothings, those graces in d6> 
tail, and that amiable ease, which can only be ac 
quired by usage of the great world. I ,am.aaaared 
that be is, in that respect, in flood hands ; I do ao| 
know whether that does not rather imply* in 690 
arms,* 
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•Iqrtiiiiittolitde at 7M era of tiioflt thian that 
liMd «ttk« ta« fill. Driak aa ebooolate» take yoar 
='40ffiM'Mfboiit teraami yoQ eaanot pottibly avoid 
li^p**** i%' PaHs/ ualcts you avoid compaaj too^ 
^ ^lifMeh'I*«Niatd hj no means have yoa do i bat eat as 
* yy^ *> npp^M yxiv eaB» and ataka «ve» aa at. 
lo^mioo #8* that' Ihtta at yoor cBoaera. Tlaka, occa* 
aloiMt))r<ia doable dose of ridiof and fencteg; and 
mnm t^at'lhe swnmtr it coma* walk a good deal in 
tte Ttiitleries : it Is a r^i tneoaivenience to aaj 
fcody lo bo fat j and, ^esides^ it is ungraeefal fbf a 
ymt ftliow. A pnpof^ I had like to kave foi^ot 
totoll yea, tbat I charged ToUm to attend partiea. 
li»ly to yoarottenitare and diction ? two points of 
Ibo ubaemte importaa«e. To the iirat be says, • < II 
■eV^MMw pas mai, tnab il seroiti soahait^r cjuHl 
le fit ohtiote OMeu*; et i» »*expritne avee plas do 
fraifavdi^Mgaorft LNttagedelahooneYMnpagaie 
BKttrb.alissi ordM * tout cela.' These, I allear, are 
aU littio ehinga separately; hut, aggfejately, they 
make a mostimpovtaat and great arttele in the ac« 
aoant e^a fenCtonaa. la the House «f CommoM 
yea can aevet nak* e figuio withoat elegancy of 
styles and grareldlBasa of uttaraace: and youcaa 
Mveveiioaaad asa donctter, • at yotir own coartr oe 
as a miaistcr at aoy other, withoat these inanracffa* 
U* * petlts iMas'daas lea manieres, et dans lea at. 
miMoMJ /|tr. Torke4s by this time at Ftois ; ttoAm 
yourcoiiftio hia%, b«t nAt saas lo dbgost, in the 
teaar, Laid Aibemarie; who auy peasibly dislike 
yaw s aas tdM id g Mn Yorho as the ntftt of bnaineis, 
aad Idti' as > oaty ^mh* oHscr ittteeam. Whatever 
yaor oplaioa any he opoa tba$jMfbut, take care not 
f la» it appear; bat toe weU with tiiasboth, to 
ahawlag a»p«Mtc pt^Neaeeto dthic. 

■ • «.Htfr' oBoaeiatioa is net had^ hot it is to bo 
wiahed ^hat ft were still better; and ha expresses 
hMai«rdnm<n0MirttiitoelesaBBy. Usage of good 
comptpy iriU insmiat Mas likparisa in that.* > 
Ft 
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thoQglt I moft neceMailly Ml istb iwpmiUuui; 
^ treating tiie same rabject so oft«a, I tMbbt liri^ 
re'ctfmniendiiig to you again the ptwoet «tiaflwi te 
jjrour air and address. Ap^ljjo\m^thom*wr'Mm' 
oers lectures, as diligently as yon did IbriMi^rto' 
Prc^essor Mascow's ; desire him to teach yon every 
genteel attitude that the human body can be put 
into ; let him make you go in and out of hte room 
frequently, and inesent yourself to him, as if he 
were by turns different persons ; such as a minister, 
a lady, a superior, an equal, an Inferior, Sec. Ijeuu 
to sit genteelly in different companies ; to loll jok 
ti^y, and with good manners, in those companies 
whisre you are autUwised to be free } imd to ilftlBp 
tespectfnlly where the same freedom is not allfhr. 
abl^. Learn even to compose yom> <o<wHwnanci.ei&. 
casionally to the respectful, the--ohMrfril, .aad tte 
insinaating. Take particular care that the mmlMii 
' of your hands and arms be easy and gmeeAili lte> 
the genteelness t>f a mtn orasfots nuire in tlie» -than 
in any thing dse, especially in hk daacinf. Desire 
some women to tell you of any littM nwkiMBrdaess 
th4t they may observe in yourearriage : they ave the 
best judges of those things ; and if they aee antis. 
fted, the men will be so too. v Thank, nam, mtAf of 
these decorations* Are you acquainted -witii Ma* 
dame OeoffraSn, who has a great' deal of ' wit ; uad 
who, I am inform«fr receives only the % my h< al 
company in her house ? Do you know M adaaie do 
Pin, who I remember had beauty, -and I hear Ims 
wit and reading ^ I could wiA ye« to u— m a u 
only with those who, either fr«B their nnh, their 
merit, or their beauty, inquire constant 'attention ; 
for a young man can never improve in tirrntapy, 
where he thinks he may neglect himsdf. A aew 
bow must be constantly kept bent; wbea it grow 
older, and has taken tbe-right turn, itmi^vewdbd 
then be relaxed; -* -> -> * i 

ru,^>«^-^ tjtiiljniii iliiaglil urn$i Mk 

itwAsst^atfdlnavery good hmii •Uck^f 
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jttalkftVaMd li«Bd SMor te vtittea withotft tht uitot- 
•Msofaugic. Kptlmif provokes me much mora 
Ikmt ft» h>irpf>npU indolenaj My» that they cannot 
^m irtet it in arery body's power to do, if it be b«t 
inAti§wUU Adiea. 



LETTER CCLIII. 

Lomd«m,Masf6,O.S.175U 
; MY DEAR FRIEND, 

THE best aotbors ara always tha severest critics of 
tbeir own works ; thoy wvise, correct, fiie,' and 
:fo)tsb thomr till they think they have brought them 
>to y er ti cl ton. Considering you as my work, I do 
. «oft ioob«pon myself as a bad author, and am tbere> 
.lore a severe eiitie. I examine narrowly into th« 
teesbinaconraoy or inelegancy, in order to correct, 
not to expose tliem, and that the work may be per- 
fect at isst. You aret . I know, exceedingly Im- 
fveved is your air, address, and manners, since you 
ba«e been nt Facia; but stiU there is, I believe, room 
for farther improvrment, before you come to that 
tptrtetkm wMeh I iiave set my heart upon seeing 
jpou arrive at: andr till that moment, I must coati- 
^Mie filing and polishins. In a letter that I received 
by last-post^ iiofa a friend of yours at Paris, then 
' was Ibis psfagrapb : • * Sans ilatterie, j'ai Thonneur 
^VMM seswier ^ue MooMeur Stanhope r^ussit id 
sMMM4deee4|u*osiattendroitd*nneptrBonnedeson ' 
-»••$ U vftit tste bonne compegnie, et ce petit ton 
i|u'0Mi segardoit d'abord eomme un peA d^d^ et on 

?• • *, ' I have the honour to assure you, without lls^ 

b teif » ihM.Mr. ^laabope aucceeds beyond what mlglit 

be expected from a person of his age. He goes into 

. <ttr>fpe<i-qos> »fi? y -, a»d that kind of manner, which 

'^1M*«I Am ibowght|o^ too decisive and percmpr 
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pen IM-Mliira, a^Mt ci«n aiciint ipt oiia» fM#^*H . 
est TeffBt de i» fraaohin^ MDonpfegnA* d« la ^ai^ 
taaMetdeUdtf^naoe. lii'^UidieiiPMfe^MMy 
reuaiit. MMiMMdarPaisieaxeDpavloikl^amj«ar 
avec compUisaoee et int^r^ : «oa»«a tw ievlufc- 
& tous ^gards.' This n extntnelj veU» aad X re> 
joice at it : oq« Utile circuiustaiice only iaa7» amli 
hope wiU» be altered for the better. Take pains to 
undeceive those "irbo thought that * petit toa aa pea 
d^d^ et an peu bnuque;* as it is not meaat eo^ let 
it aot appear m. CooipoM your coantenance to aa 
air of gentlnieas and doucatr: use some eoqwessicRis 
of diffidence of yonr own vpinioo, had defivAtee to 
other peopie'a; aatii aa, • *S'Mm*«at parais dn le 
dire— .je aroirab— aa aevoil«e pa> -platftt camme 
cola? Aa laoiaa J*ai Caat iien de ned^Sar dr asal. 
m^e :* each mitigatxnti engagfaig words da bf no 
meaas weaken yoar arganeot s bat» aa tka csBtra- 
rji make it ooia powtrfal^ hf makiag it anre^pteas- 
ing. If itisaquiak and bastf maanerof apokiBg 
that p«>plo mittake « poor d^cid^ at bmaqae^* pra- 
«aat their mistakes lor the futnre^ by speaking mora 
deUberafeeljr^ aad taking a sofitor tone of voice ; as ia 
this case ym Are ine ffom the goUt* be free fmak 
Ike saspicioa loo* Maakind, as I iunre often told 
yon, is more governed by appaaraacest than by ra> 
alitins: and, with regard to opinsaa, one had iMttar 
be really rough and hard, with the appear^ncae af 
gentleness aad aoftness) tJnn j ustttfaa rewene. Few 



tory, is now judged otherwise; heoaaae it i» a» 
kaowledned to be the eftiot of aa iagsMmas ivaak- 
aes9« acrompauied by poiitaaess* a»d by a pcoper 
definreaoe. He stadics to please^ and aaroaadak 
Madame de Puisieux was the otlier day speaking of 
^im with comphiceaey and friaadship. Yoa will be 
satisfied with him inidi aspects.' . 

• < If I oiigbtiwpetmitlad to say*^ slia«dd4hiafr 
•"•Is it aot lathsr soi At Jeast I Jwa tha«raacast 
"MseaeoJwdlfideBbafinisetf. ^ 
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pM^tetfM* jjMwriiHiii caoash to 4i0oot«r, «cta»> 
daft WMWgli «• «Mnrv«, er cfnin oolibriii enoo gh !• 
iiMiil>ii» b ay ot i-HK csMrior; they l»k« tbeir ao> 
tiwu-ftOB UtMvrAfM, mmI go no detpw; tliey «oiii»> 
flmd; M ttefAOMt «Ml ttistuttwod mn in the 
varld; that amn wiioin»tli« moM agtgiag extsrior 
tttuamr, tiKnigh peMiblytbey ba^ be«n but onee la 
liit «DaifMay/ Au air> a tooa of voice, a coaaposara 
«f coooceaaacc to rnHdaeM aad softiMBt, vbidi are 
•It aaiHy aaqafa-ad, <k> the badnrat ; and witbout 
farlbar aaamlaatidB, aad fMwslbly with tba coatiary 
^tHdltict, that aiaa iK toekmied tba gratlest, fb« no- 
ilavtttt^ and tba baBt-natarad nan sli««. Happy tba 
tnati, wba, with a OMtahi f^od af fiaitt and kaoar- 
i^dgSr geta adqnalntad vtth tiie ararld miy eaoagli 
ca Maka it bta babblfli, at an t^ wben naat paopla 
ava tba babMaa 4>f tha ararld I Ibt that it tlia oam. 
Maaaaseaifyoatb. They grow tritar when It itiiaa 
lata( and, aihamed aad Taxed at taaviag baea bolK 
Met M lotigi tea olln tam kaavet at hut. Dp «iat, 
tbarafiirak tnist ta app«eaiancaa and oatsid« yoofL 
aalt bat pay other t>eoplaWlth then; beaaiiie yaa 
anay be »ara thatniaa fa tea of anakiod do, aad aver 
wfH/tnttt to than. TMt ts by nb mews a cftanlnal 
or blanaiMe ahablation. If aot lited ititb an ill hi. * 
temkm. I a» by iw neaas ManeaMa io daaiiinf ta 
iMtaa loaher people's foad word, g«iod will, and af- 
feottan, if t da not aieaa to abuse than. Toor 
haar^' I kaow, is goad, your tense is seondr and 
yoar knowledge eRtaotive. Wbit then ranaiat for 
yon ta da? KvcMag, but to adorn t)M»e Amdanen. 
tal qualificMions, with sach engaging and captivat> 
fag uuHMian, saftaase, and geotlenMs, as will en- 
4laar you to thasa who are sMe to judge oir your veal 
ideilt, aad wMdi always stand in tba stead of n»- 
iH witfi thosa wba aaa aoi. I do aaf nasn by this 
ta lati o M unad to yon iBfK^dmiceirewf, the Insipid 
aoHoBBB -of a.'fentfa Ibal : no, as sa rt yanr own apih 
adaa, appose oihar peapia's whM waoag ; bat let 
, year air, yawiOMhtr bai')r9«r taaa 
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«r voleep be toti sad gentle, e&d tket ewfly Mil t». 
tersllj, not efieetedly. Use fwlHetivee when jree 
eontradict; such es, I miiy be odeMben, I •» oot 
sure, but I believe, 1 ihoald vntbeKthidbyte. W^ 
nish any argument or dtopute with aoine tittle <gnn4^ 
humoiired pleasantry, to shefw that you a^ neltber 
hurt yourself, nor«ieaBt tie hoit your aotegoniat; 
for an argument, kept up a good while, olten ocea^ 
sioos a temporary alienatioa on each side. Pray obi- 
serve particularly, in those Fkeneh people who am 
distinguished by that character, ' cette doooeor de 
nMBDfs et de manieres,* which they talk of so m ac h > 
•nd value justly ; see in what it eoniisti ; in meie 
■trifles, and most easy to be acquired, where thaheaft 
is roally good. Imitate, copy it, till it beeonua hn. 
bitoal and easy to yon. Without a eomplimenk «» 
yon, I take it to be the only thing yo« iww waot« 
notbing will sooner give it you than a real panrion^ 
or at least, un g^ui tift for soene women of lashioa; 
and, as I suppose that yeia bnve cither the one or 
the other by this time, yon are oonsequentiy in the 
best school. Besides ^is, if you were to say to 
liady Hervey, Madame Moaconseii, or such otheis 
as you look upon to be your friends, • * On dit que 
■ j'ai un certain petit ton Uopd^ddi^ettrapbnisqne; 
J'intention poortant n'y est pass eamteH*moi» je 
vous en supplie, et ehi^ties moi mtaie puhttquemnnt, 
qnand vous me trooveres snr le fisit. No me paosab 
rien, pousses voire critique jnsqu'4 1'excte ; un juge 
aussi eclair^ est en droit d'etre severe, et je vous 
promets que le coupable tkhera de ae coRsger.' 

• <ItUs»idthftt I have • kind nfmnBaer which 
U rather too decisive, and too pereoipteiy; it ia.BOt 
my intention that it should be so } I entrant $om to 
correct, and even pnbliqly to punish me*', whenevar 
J am guilty. Do not treat me with -the ienac indol- 
geaee, but ciiticase to the utmost. „ fio eteu«igh«nd 
• judge as you baa • right to be seven ; and X pro* 
ipiee you that the criminal wili mMmom to < 
hintselt' 
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. Y«itmdhy I had two of yoar««qvaiiiUooes to UiiM- 
vkfa mo* Baron B. iind Ihs compAiiieD M onsieor 8. 
X canaot lay of the former, < qu*il eat pattri de graoca ;' 
Mid I «OttM cathar advise moi to go and settle quiet- 
ly «t heniek than to ttiink of improving himself by 
farther travels, ' Ce n'est pas le bois dont on en fait.' 
Ilia compmiion is much better, though hehas a strong 
Cveeo di tedueo* They both spoke well of you, and 
ao far I liked tiiem both* * ' Comment vont nos af- 
liireA a«'ec' raimaUe petite^lot ? Se pr«te-t-elle ft 
iroa flenrettes? 4tes*vous oros^ £tre sur les rangs ? 
Madame da •>— « est-eUe votre Madame de Liirsay, 
•t Mtiello qselquefbls des nmads ? Seriea-vous son 
MeUeonr^ BUe », dibon, de la donceor, de Tespril, 
dee MaiaieraB; il y • appcendre dans on tel appren- 
•issagsK^ A- woman Hke her» who has always pleaa. 
ed» andnaftott been pl«Mcd, can best teacli the. art 
of ptoningi that art, without which, ognifaticah 
wwifl. MaraeFs lectures nre no small part of that 
«rt » they are the engaging foremnner of all other ae- 
compUsbmento.' Dress is also an article not to be 
negiocicd, and I hope yon do not neglect it; it helps 
mthaf>ac«io>«i6or)d, which is often decisive. By 
dnaa 1 mean your dothea being well made,, fitting 
yon, in tbnfisahion, and not above it : your hatr well 
done, and a general- deaniineas and sprnceoess in 
I- hope you take infinite caieof your 
a of Mgleoting the mouth ere 



. • ' How go yon on with the amiable little Blot*? 
I>o«8 8herliaten to yonr flattering tale? Are you 
numbered among the list of her admirers ? Is Ma- 
doae du o^*^ your Madame de Lorsay ? does -she 
Bonsatimes knot, and are you her Meiloour ? They 
•ay ^e haa aoflneia» jenaa^ and engaging manners : 
do anahnn appsenticMhip mueh may be learned.' 

f.TUa whde paasage, and soveinl others, allude 
tnC r * hiliw *aj; g n r ei w dn <kmr tide SEtpin»» n 
aantinMotalnovel wfillan about that tim«» aad then. 
anwh.in'YoganaldBaria. .... 
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MTioa, not only to om^ scff, bvt to oChfli^- 
•hore^ my dear child, aeglwt nothiftf; » fitttoi 
^U complete the whole. Adicv. I Immtc •crhaeid 
from you these three weeki, wlueh I ttkik -» gf«» 

while. . - 



LETTBIt CCUV. i 

XMifen, JAiy io» O. «» If fti: 

MY DEAK FRIEND. 

IHBCEIVRD yestmley, «t the MOMtiiM* fwm 
. letters of the 4th attd the tUSk, K. S*; evAlMiiw 
much raore cnreful of my « 
of yoQrs, I do not dehiy one ) 
my final instroetieBe coneeMiiliig tb#^plec«raiw The 
anui, you allow to be a Titta«» attd; l»'| 
vation; the w em a a i> a> itkl i tfi wea ty— d e^^ 
picture; but as I went KheM far f nraitiire fiar it-peni 
ttcttlar room, coaapaaioos am aeoauaiiy, and, there, 
fore, I am wHUegte take the wamm for better foe 
worse, upon aoceuot of tbe mMk; sBd, if afaeiaBOft 
too much damaged, I ean hare bee telenably jepaiB* 
ed, as maey a fine womao ia»'bf » abiltelbBadtlieves 
boi tliea I eypect the Uitj ihaalri Iri. in ■ ■awy 
thrown into tbtt bargeia with tbe matt ) .and, is lUf 
state of affUn« the wOflMrii batet'vMith iitHe or m* 
tbiug, I will set go above fouraeoie Lowis for tiie 
ewo Cogetii«r. Aefoxlw Kemfaemidt f e i a aaBttCi— , 
tboegh It ir vary ehai^ if goeA, 1 4o!]iol eaee for iU 
r love la Mi€ nattturt ; ReflibniBdk feinis eaiieft* 
tnras. Now for- yew mm «aaHniaai«iM» wbieb yma 
seMii to bewe forgettes. ¥•« OMotioftaatbuig of 
the patteraa wMeb yovTbeafoedbyMeuieivdMiei^ 
tboit|b I teld yQiftteaiM«iarlett«% wtedifyfta >Mii> 
heve badltefore tbe^df^aeif yw i a l a at ^ tiiat ftabMkI 
ecay till I received the patteme ptta)|#d upott byyoae 
Mes7 feraa ffr 4iM bMUvetfeM mMAymmm^ cm 
ia Madame Monconseil's hand, I cenkd find mo na» 
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lyiiWia .London, thatexactly answwod tluit de> 
•criptioo : I ^«U, thereforo, vcit till jon tend mi 
(vUch yon may eiuily do in a letter) the pMtornt 
«h«MD ^ your three Graces. 
. I woold, by all means, have you go aow and then» 
. inr two or three days, to Har^chal Coigny*S, at Orll t 
it is bat a proper civility totfaat fiunily, which hai 
been particalarly civil to yon ; and, moreover, I 
would have yon finniliarise yovrself with, and learn 
tfie interior and dooMttie manners of people of. that 
rank and fsshion. I also desire that you ^Ul fr» 
qoMityersailles and St. Cloud, at botii which cqjorts 
you have been received with distinction. Profit by 
^tbaC distinction, and familiarise yourself at both. 
Oveat courts are die seats of true good-breeding } 
you are to live at courts, lose no time in learning 
them. Oo and stay sometimes -at Versailles for three 
«r ftmr days, where you will be domestk in the best 
femilies, by means of your friend, Madame de Pul- 
sieux ; and mine, I/Abb^ de la Ville. Oo to the 
^ -king's and the dauphin's levees; and distiogoisb 
,yo«rselffirora tberestof your countrymen, who, 1 dare 
say, never go there when they can help it. Though 
tiie young Firenehmen of fashion may not be worth 
.forming intimate connexions with, tbey are well * 
wortbauddng acquaintance of; and I do not see how 
yon can avoid it, frequenting so many good French 
houses as yon do, where, to be sure, many of thegi 
come. Be cautions how yon contract friendships ; 
but be desirous, and even indnatrions, to obtain an 
mdversal acquaintance. Be<ea»y» and even forward, 
in making new acquaintances ; that is the only wey 
ef kni ii i«g manners and characters in general, which 
is, at present, your great objiect. You aie eitAin< 
ds /kmiUe in three ministets' bouses; but! wish 
you had a botingt at least, iu thirteen: and th«t, I 
should thmk, you might easUy bring about, bytlwt 

.• By mehairs w wippose hU lonlship means tab* 
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^taOBOU tfiaiiiy wbidi, lo » nrtain degrat, eeaMcli 
those j«a do ttot, trhh tfaoM jom do know. For i»> 
•tanes, I Mppose fcbat neith«tr Lord Albemarle, nor 
Marquis de St. Oermaia^ wottld make the least di^ 
ealtj to pretent you to Comte CaoAitB« the Bsn«io, 
tea, * 11 fiat Atre rompii au monde/ which caa oaly 
he dene bj an eztensiTe, varioea, and almofet ttnfe 
Venal aoqoaiataace. 

Wbeo yea have got your emaciated PhUofflath, I 
dedre thathb Uianfiet^ rhomholda^^e. may net 
keep you cme moment out of the good oompeoy you 
woi|ld etherwite be ia. Swallow ail your Icamiag 
in the momingt but digest It in corapeny in the eren* 
iogs. The reading of ten new characters ia UMue 
your business now, than the reading oi twenty old 
hooks ; showish and ahiniag people always get the 
betUrof all others, thou^ ever so solid. If you 
would be a great saan in the world when ^ou ate 
old, shine and be showish in it while you are young; 
kaow every body, and endeavour to please every 
body, I mean eaterierly } for fundamentally it is im- 
possible. Try te engage the heart of every woaaao* 
and the affections oft almost every man you meet 
wktb* Madame Monconseil assures me, that you 
■re most sorprisiugly in^roved ia your air» manners, 
and address; g6 on, my dear child, and never think 
that yon are come to a sufficient d^iree of p«r- 
HKtioa ; * Nil actum repuoins, si quid superesaet 
agendum ;* and in those staining parte of the cbe- 
racttr of a ge ntle m a n, there is always something re> 
jnalning to be acquired. Modes and manners vary 
ia diCeient places, and at different times ; you must 
Jieep pace with them, know them, and ndopt th«m 
wherever you find them. The great usage of the 
world, the knowledge of charactars, the briiiatU 
oPtMi gmkmt M0mm€» is all that yo<» now want. 
Study Maroel and the *eda« jnomle with giuafe appli- 
cation ; but read Homer and Horace only when you 
tare nothing else to do. Pray who is to bdU Ma- 
dame dc Case- whom, I know you frequent i I like 



by Google 



lEITEKS Tn mo «oj& 96i 

the epithet given her very wen ; if she deserves it, 
ibe deserves your attendon too. A man of fisshion 
should be gallant tb a fitte WOmttt, though be does 
not make love to her, or may be otherwise engaged. 
* On liri doit des pftlitestas, ou fait I'^loge de ses 
charmes, et il n'en est ni plus ni moins pour cela :' 
it pleases, it flatters ; yoil get their good word, and 
50Q los« notliing by it. Th«M gftttiUeati should be 
•ccompanied, as ibdeed every thing •!•• should, wiHi 
< un air, on ton d« doiie«ar «t 4a pollteBSe/ La 
gractt must be of the party, or It trttt ftflver d« ; and 
they are so easily had, that it is astMisbing tolM 
«vcry body has them not; they ara M6tter gained 
than any woman of comBion iiepm tMtim and d<MAh 
cy. Parsue them but with care and anmtitD, and 
you are sure to enjoy them at last: witbout theiMf, 
I am sure yon will never Mtjoy aay body els«t T<Mi 
observe truly, that Mr. «•«>• is gaucht j It Is to be 
hoped that will mend with beeping companyi atid Is 
yet pardonable in htm, as just come ftimi sehool.' But 
reflect what you would think «f a man, ttrho had been 
any time in the world, and yet slMuld be so awk- 
ward. For Ckod*s sake, therefore, noir, think of ne. 
thing but shilling, and even dtstlttguisMng ytivA- 
self in the most polite ooorts, by your air, yemr 
Address, your manaers, yonr politeness, yottr d^ii. 
eeur, your graces. Widi those advantages (and 
not without them) take itoy word for it, you will get 
the better of all rivals, in business, as well as in 
rueUtM. Adieu. Send me your patterns by the next 
post, and abe your testraotiotts to Oftmmhop abotft 
tbe seal, which y<9« seem to have forgotten. 
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LKn^R COtV. 

' London, May 16, 0. S. tJtSU 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
N abont ibnc months, from this dAy, tre s^all 



T 

•■- probaUy meet. I look upon Utax moment «& « 
junng vi^iUMi dots -upon h«r bridal n^bt : I expect 
.tb« greatest f leMore, and yet cannot help fearing 
some IHUe mtatare of pain. My reason bids me 
jdoobt a little of wkat my imagination 6iakes me ex- 
^ct. In seme arlkles I am very sure, that, my most 
aangoine wishes will not be disappointed; and those 
.are th« most material ones. In others, I ffear a>pme- 
.thing or other, whkfa 1 can better ftel than describe. 
-However, ; 'will attempt it. I fear the want of that 
amiable and eogagmg ,76 tie tfttis ^fttoi, which, as 
some philosophers have, anintelUglbly enough, said 
of the soul, is nil in all, and all in every part: it 
should shed its InAuence «ver every word and 
.notion. I fe^r the want of that mr, and first ttbord, 
.which suddenly lays hold of the heart, one does4iot 
know, distinctly how, nor wfay« I fear an inaccu> 
racy, or, at least, iaelegancy of diction, which win 
wrong, and lower, the best and justest matter. And, 
lastly, I fear an ungraceful, if not an unpleasant ut- 
.terance, which would disgrace and vilify the whole. 
Should these fears be at present fbnnded, yet the 
.objecU of them are (thank Ood) of such a nature, 
that you may, if you please, between this.and oOr 
meeting, remove every one of them. All these en- 
gaging and endearing accomplishments are mecha- 
nicftl, and to be acquired by care and observatioa,^ 
as easily as turning, or any other mecbanifcal trade. 
A common country fellow, taken from the plough,, 
and enlisted iu an old corps, soon lay! ande his ^ 
shambUng gait, his slouching tar, his clumsy and 
nwkward motions; and aitqidres the martid air, the " 
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CtfiAlff BiMi6Ds» and the whole «x«rcise«f dMrooriM; 
end particularly of his fight and l^ft-hand tnao; 
How so ? Kot from ius parts ; which were just Uie 
seme before as after he was enlisted ;' but ^ther from 
« cppim^ndable ambition of being like, and equal to 
Uxne he is to live with ; or else ^m the fear of be- 
ing punished for not being so. If th«i both or either 
of th^se motives dumge such a fUlow, in thont six' 
mouths time» to soch a degree, as that he is not to 
be known again, how mndi stronger should both 
these moUres be with ye«v to acquire, in die utmost , 
perfection, the whole exercise of the people of: 
fashion, qritbwhom you are to lire all your life I' 
Ambition should make you reaolre to be at least' 
their equal in that exercise, as well as thefehrof 
punishment ; whidi most ine^tably will attend tlie 
want of it. By that. exercise, I men the air', the' 
manners, the .graces, «nd the sQrle of people of 
fisshion. A friend of yours, in a tetter I recdved 
from bim by the last post, after some other com- 
mendaiioQS of you, says, • < 11 est ^tonnant, que 
peusaut avec tantde ^olidit^ qu*tl fait, et aiant le 
gout aussi sur, et avssi d^icatquHl-ra, il s'exprime 
av)ec si peu d'^legauce et de d^licateise. II neglige 
m€me totalement le choix des mots et le touhaurd' 
des phrases.' This I should net be so much suN^ 
prised or concerned at, if itieiaud only^ the English 
language, which hitherto, you have had no o|>portu- 
nity of studying,, and but few of speakiof, at least' 
to those who could correct your Hiaecurades. But' 
if you do not express yourself elegantly and d«li- 
eaiely in French and Qermas <botli which ianguages 
I know you possess perfectly, and speak eternally), 
it can be only from an unpardonable inattention to 

• It is surpii&ing, ^hat,'thinkingwith8onttidi so^ 
Udity as he does, and haying sa true 'And refined a 
taste, he should express himself with so Kttle ele- 
gancy and delicacy. He even totally neglecti the 
eboi^ of woi^ds and tarn of p' 
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T^itk jM »Ml: amMOMly think » lkti« •l^ai^ 
tboiifH. U tntth, ais ope of the voh^ kaport^a^f 
90«r life. 8oliiiit7«nd doUoacy af Chon^it m«M to 
^vi»«»{ it cannot bo Mquired, Chovgb it aoj^te 
InpiovMl } bqtdegMcy mxtd dsUeaeyof oxpraiMtB 
n^Ay be ocqnived by vhoever will toko the iMcenMy 
««ro »iid pMBs. I am sun ycvk love me a» wol^ 
tbot you vrouW be very lonry, whoo w meot, tbar 
I fboold be oithsr dtsappointed or motrtified ; aod I 
Ifnro you. to wflM> that, lutoio yon, I sbonld be 
botb, if I should find you ««nt tmy of tkoait exte- 
ridr wsceopliabmeiiU which are the tadispeasably 
necessary 9teps to that igure and fbrtnne, which I 
so earnestly wish yo« may «na day make in the 
world. 

I hope you do notBeglfict jrour exerciaca of fii- 
lug* feiMciof^ aod danoiag, batpaftiimlarly tbolab> 
tar; fo»fcb6yaUcooQiirtad4s:9W«Nr» aadtogivea 
certwUi air. To hde«reU« is not only a proper and 
gr«e»ftil aocQBfiplishiDeot im a gentleaian, but nay 
also a»vt yoa many a f«li hcieaftcr; to fonee wall, 
may pottibly save your lifo ; and la dance well, is 
abaolntely a^essary, in order to sit. stand, and 
walk well. To tell yon the truth, my friend, I have 
S9iB« little auspiaioo, that you now and then neglect 
or omit your eaerciaes. Sag more serioaa studies. 
%At now nmt ett ku loeut, every thing has its ttate; 
aid thia U ya«rs Sot your exeecises ; for, when yea 
rettjTO to Pans, I only peopose your.oentinning year 
dMf:iDg» whifib you shall two years longer, ir' yoa 
bnppen M be wliore there is a good danciQg.4naster. 
Iic«re, I will see you take some laasons with year 
old QAastrr Daaooyers, who is par Marcel. 

What says Madaoae du Piu to yeu ? I am told 
she is very handsome still ; I know she was so some 
£»w years ago* She has good parts, reading, man* 
ttBfs, jJ»d di sl ic acy; suck an mnrai^itmetU woaM 
be bath oreditaUe and advaatafeeua to you. Sbs 
wiU iHfiect to n e at i wi th all the geod-bieedaDf aoi 
delicacy that she hrii^ ; and as she ia past the gUia 
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«nd 4iit0$ of yottth, mfiy ^ tb« «u>r« wlUioff ito 
|»fC«a to jQtir story, if joa toll it well. For an «t* 
tMbneot, I ibonlf) pr«£Rr her to I»pttit*Blofi aixi 
Urm vam9 gaUantry, I should prefer l^ jftHU Btat t» 
Jmt ; fo th»t thi^ are coasi^teat, ' et I'an m'ewtfMie 
fWfFantre/ Adieo. Semamber'ladoueaflrettof 
Cracet.* 

IXTTER CCLyi. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE tbis momeat received your letter of tht 
fl^Jth, N. 9. ; Rod l>eiQg rather somewhat aspre atr 
teotive te my eommisNoss, tiHaa yoa are to yours, 
reium you this iounediRte answer te the qmtstion 
you ask me about tlie two pictures : I will not give 
pf>e Uwt more thao what I toid fou Ut my last* 
buying 9p sort of occasioQ for them> a«d 9ot kaow- 
iof very well where to put them, if I had them. 

I wait with impatieoce f»r your final nrdtrs abo¥t 

1^ mohairs ; the mercer persecuting me ^v^y day, 

. for three pieces which I tbpught pretty, an4 vliich 

i haire kept hy me eventually, to secure tham, in 

.ftaac your ladies should piuh upon them' 

What do you mean by yonr • $i j'osoia ? Qu'est- 
pc qui TQUS empSche d'oaer i On o«e teujonia quand 
il y a cap^aoce de succis; et on ne perd rien k oaefi 
Quaad mtoie il n'y en a pea, Un honnidte bomme 
95^ caer, et quaad il faut oser, U ouvre la tranche 
par des travauv, des soins, et des attentions ; s'il 
p^enestpas (t^log^ d'abord, il avance toujoura 4 

• }f I darst! Whet should hinder ynu from dar« 
ing? One alwaya dsffs, if there are hopea ef su<q* 
cess ; and if even there are none, on« ja no toaer by 
^aiauf. Aman^tflaahionknowshow, aa4«hen»tP 
4ni^, He hfiiuahia arfmw^eab^r diMant aUap|i«« 
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&S6 zMD ctfttisrsuMstD's 

I%tCMiiie dft fa frtsee mltee. Apr^ de certiitaes\i^ 
ffoebet le sticcM estinfiiilllMe, et II ii> « que ttt 
nigttttdt qui «n doiMent, ooi qui ne fe tentent p«l|nt. 
Serait €• 1« camct^re respectable de Madaitie d«la 
Valiere q«i vom etnp^he d*o»er, oil seitHt-cfe la vp. 
tn farovMBbe de Madame do Pin qtA'vous retieift? 
Xa sagesse tavificible de la belle Madame Ca3tf tou 
d^onrage-t-e!le plus que sa beant^ ne vous invite? 
Mais si done. Soiec ronvaincn que la femme la pltxs 
" sage se troare flatt^. Men loin d*(^tre offens^, j^ 
one declaration d'amour, fait avec politesse, et agr^ 
meati 11 se p«ttt bien qu'elle ne s*y prfttera point, 
e'est idire, si elle a an gont ou one passion poor 
qu^se autre ; mais en tout cas elle ne vons en 
Bfsura pas mauvids gr^ ; de fa^en qn'il n*est' pas 
question d*oser d^ quMI n*y a pas de danger. Mais 
si eilea'y prAte, si elle" ^eoiite, ct qtt'ellc tods per- 
met de redoubler vbtre dilatation, comptes qu*elle 

by assiduities, and by attentions. If l\f is not tin- 
mediately and totally repulsed, he continues to ad- 
vance. After "certain steps, success is infallible; 
and none but very sil ly fellows cab t^en either doabt, 
or not attempt It. Is it the respectSable character of 
Madame de la Valiere, trfaich phevetfCS your daring; 
or are you intimidated at the fierce virtue of Ma- 
dame du Pin ? Does the invincible modesty of tba 
handsome Madam« Case discourage, more than her 
lieanty iavites you ? Fie fbr shame ! Be convinced 
Chat the most virttaou's woman, Far from being ofiend- 
ed at n declaration of love, is flattei<ed by it, if it !s 
made in a polite and agreeable manner, Tt impossi- 
ble that she may not be propitious to' yo6r vOws ; 
that is CO say, if she has a liking or a jMoidon fbk- an- 
other person. But, at all events, she will not be 
displeased with you for it ; to that, as ttcrc is no 
danger, tius eaonot even be diiled dai^itts. I6ue if 
abe attends, if she listens/ and allows y&a to rep«kt 
your declaration, be persuaded tfatt, if yon do not 
dwhtU tiM Mtt, «b« will laugh at you. I advis ^ 
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^pnttt. JeviM8«oaMUle.a«(l«hul«r.pta«l«fiirJI*- 
tijinfr du,F^ qoiaenGpre dfll% bwuit^ jtas i|i^ 

jMlii (iii.i»«o<U, dfi r«spnl, 4« U iliUcstnsfr; .mm 
ICi jM.lvi laisM |»a» nboolument le eboix^ Mt 

les oift«a dd vo» tr^ humbles »«rvkM* Dtstbtstt«s 
la done par voe attentions* at dea regards tendrfes, 
iPrenez les occasions favorables de loi dii^ k r<M^lle 
que Tous voudrias bien que Tamiti^ et Vestime fba- 
aent les seuls motifs de vos ^gards poar elle, mais 
qua des sentimens bien plus tendres tin sout les v^- 
iritables sources : que vous ^ouiFries bien en les loi 
declarant ; mats que vous souffries encore plus en 
les lui cachanL 

Je sens bien qu'en lui disant cela pour la premiere 
fois vous aurea I'air assez sot, et ass^ peaaud, et 
que vous le direz fort mal. Tant mieuz, eile attri- 
buera votre d^sordre k Texc^ de votre amour, au 

yon to begin; rather by Madame du IKn, vrho has 
itill more than beauty enough for such a youngster 
as you. She lias, besides, knowledge of the world, 
9ense, and delicacy. As she is not so extremely 
young, the choice of her lovers cannot be entirely at 
her option. I promise youshevill not refuse the 
,tender of your most humble services. Distinguish 
her then by attentions, and by tender looks. Take 
ftiVQur^le oppbrtunitiea of ^whispering, that you 
wish esteem and friendship were the only motives of 
your r^ard for her; but that it derives from senti- 
ments of a much more tender nature: that you made 
uot tills declaration without pain ; but that the con* 
ceaUng your passion is still a greater torment. 

I am sensible that, in saying this for the first time, 
you will look silly, abashed, and even express yo«fr- 
seif very ill. So much the better; for Instead of at- 
tributing your confusion to tbe little usage you have 
of the wt>rld« paniculariy in these sort of snbjecCi, 
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tm uoKD caMgnMMoufs 

Ueo d« l*«ttrib«Mr 4 la vMtable tmm, ««m pro 
d*aMge d« moMer Mrtoai dbas ecv arati^^. ' £a 
^areil eas raaow-propra Mt 1« iMciv ainl de I'teimc 
Kcoaigiiea doacriea, Mieagatent homiatf; |krkt 
hifen» €t on vont tomtara. 8i cm na ao«s ii^mU 
pas la premiere, paitoa mw Me«mdai» vaa tttMbam, 
ane <|iiatfieme fMs ; si la place n*est pas.d4jA friae, 
so'ies sor qa*4 la l<mgae elle est preaable. 

I aro verj glad you are going to Orll, and from 
fhence to St. Cload ; go to both, and toTersailles 
also, often. It b that interior domestic familiarity 
with people of fashion, that alone can give yon 
' Tusage du monde, et les manieres aisees.* It b 
only with women one loves, or men one r»pecti, 
that the desire of pleasing exerts itself; and with- 
out the desire of pleasing, no man living can please. 
Let that desire be the spring of all your words and 
actions. That happy talent, the art of pleasing, 
which so7ew do, though almost all might, possess. 
Is worth all your learning and knowledge pot toge- 
ther. The latter can never raise you high, without 
the former; but tlie ifbrmer may carry you, as it hat 
cairied thousands, a great way without Uie latter. 

I am glad that you dance so well, as to be xeckoa- 
rd by Marcel among his best scholars : go on, and 
dance bettt^r still. Dancing well is pleasing pr9 
ianto, and inakes a part of that necessary oAote 
which is composed of a thousand parts, many of 
them ' les iofinimeat petits quoiqu' infiniment necea* 
salres.* 

I shall never have done upon this subject, which 
h indispensably necessary towards your making ^j 

she will think that excess of love is the occasion of 
it. In such a case the Iover*s best ftlend is self-love. 
Do not then be afraid; behave gallantly. Speak 
well, and you will be heard. If yoi| are not listen- 
ed to the first time, try a second, a third, and a 
fourth. If the pface is not already taken* depend 
ttpoB it, it may be conquered. 
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XETTERS TO BIS 80K. 9gg 

fisan «r taBiiiiiB in.^ votM ; batb urtiieh I ta«« 
•flt mr facwtupoii, MMl fttrboth vbieh you bow itb« 
Mmttfvitait iko OB* thtag trat the avtof pteuiflg j 
Mdl mnatmot coact«l'Awi jrott» tbtit y oa b«^ ttilla 
|«Ri wayt» go, befoT«7o« acrimatlt. Yon still wm* 
tthmund of tboMHtttealteMiODS that iin|lly«d«oli« 
•tifktmtiugi yoawaat»tfoiiMKrafoiruul«aprtMkm 
ttel eogages: yon want an etegoacy Mid'delieiey of 
c^imiMm, oeccsMry to adorn tbe beet wose -and 
9Mat toKd inatter: ia short, you still want a great 
doal of the briUaM and the poU, Get them at any 
rate : sacrifice hecatombs of books to them : seek 
for them is company, and renounce yoor closet till 
yoa liave got them . I ne\'er received the letter yo« 
iffer to, if ever you wrote it. Adiev ; et bon wir, 
Momdigneur* 



LETTER CCtVU. 

Greanoick, June 6, O. S. 1751. 
HY DSAR FRIEltD, 

SOUCITOUS and anxious as I have ever been to 
form your heart, your niad, and your manncn 3 
nod to bring yon as nanr perfcctioii as tbe iuperfiBe* 
tlon of our Aatucs will allows I have ckhaasted. 
In the course «f our corvespeadence, all that my <nra 
mlad could suggest, and have)%«rrow«d ftion «il»ini 
whatever I thought could be uaefiil to you; bntlhie 
1ms necessarily been interruptedly and 1>y snatches. 
It is now time, and you are of no age, to review and 
to weigh in your own mind all that you have heard, 
and all that you have read upon these subjects { and 
H> form ybnr own character, your conduct, and your 
' maanert, for the rest of your lift ] iUotring fi>r %ach 
improvements as a fkrther knowledge of the world 
' will naturally (t^ve you. Tn this view, 1 would ^s- 
' coinmead to you to ntd, wttb tbegrastett attentton, 



by Google 



sadi books m tre^ {MidMalailar of ttiOBO iwl u ocH i 
reflecting seriously upon thein» ao4 (hen oomporint 
the speculation with the practice. For ex»ap«4e,.i# 
jon read in the morning some of la Eoc he fo nceatf ii 
maums; consider them, examine tbem.veU,«a4 
compare them with the real charactera yo« moet 
with in the evening. ReadlaBruyereinthiexaQfaip 
in& and see in the evening whether bis pictures an 
like. Study the heart and mind of maa» and b^fin 
vrith your own. Meditation and reflection most 1^ 
the foundation of that knowledge; but cxperieooi 
and practice ronst, and alone can complete it* BookSb 
It is true, point ont the operations of the mind, tba 
sentiments of the heart, the influence of :tUo pas- 
fiQUs; and so far they are of previous use: b«( 
without subsequent practice, experience,, and obaflp- 
vation, they are as ineffectual, and would evenie^ 
you into as many errors, iu fact, as a vof^ would do* 
If you were to toke your notions of the towns mod 
provinces from tfieir delineations in it. A mau would 
reap very little benefit by his travels, if he made 
them only in his closet upon a map of the whole 
world. Next to the two books that I have alreadj 
mentioned, I do not know a better for you to read 
and seriously reflect upon, than, *Avis d'uae Me^ 
i un ills, par la Marquise de lAmbext.* She was « 
woman of a superior understanding and knowledgo 
of the world, had always kept the best company, 
was solicitous that her son should make a figure and 
M. fortune in tlie world, and knew better than any 
body how to point out the means. It is very short* 
and will take you much less time to read, tbanyoM 
ouglit to employ in reflecUug upon it, after yo»iio«i 
read it. Her son was in the army, she wished ha 
might rise there ; but, she well knew, tliat, in orM^ 
to Jise, he must first please : she says to him there* 
fore*, *iL regard de ceux dontvons d^p^nd«%4ft 
t I • - . , - 

. • With regard to those upon whom joa 
(be chief merit is to please. . ^ . 
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tBTTERS TO H16 SOK. S4f 

fi»«fiitof m^te est d(« plaire/ And, tn toother place; 
^DUkS les eniplois subalternes vous neTous sontenes 
4fu€ per les agr^meii). Les raattrea sont cbmme les 
maftresaes ; qtielque service que vous tear aliea ren* 
lift; lis telsent de voos aimer quand vous cessez de leor 
•^Alre.' This, I can assure you, is at least as true fo 
iiottrts is in camps, and possibly more so. If to your 
Ikwrtt and knowledge you add the aft of pleasin^f, 
^4Mt may very probaMy come in time t6 be secretar]f 
' |»f state; but, take my vrord for it, 'twice your merit 
}nMi knowledge, without the art of pleashig, would at 
BMfst, raise you to the important post of resident 
fttllafhbvrgfa or Ratisbon. I need not tell you now, 
A>rf often' have, and your own discernment must 
bfeve told you, of what numberless little ingredients 
Chat art of pleasing is compounded, and how the 
4raot c^ the least of them lowers the whole f but 
Hm pHndpal ingredient is, undoubtedly, ' la douceur 
^lan les mabieres :' nothing will give you this more 
fkaii keeping company with your superiors. Madame 
IiSaBbert tells her son, * t que vos liaisons soient avee 
tfes'personnes an dessus d^vous; par 14 vous vous 
•MOutumes au respect et & la politesse : avec sea 
^ux on se neglige, I'esprit s*as80upit.* She advisea 
IHu to frequent those people, and to see their inside ; 
«til «st bon d'approcher les hommes, de les voir k 
&6oom9ent et avec tear m^rite de tous les jours ;' •■ 
iia^ expression t It was for this reason that I hare 

i « In subaltern employmenU, the art of pleasing 
ntit be your support. Masters are like mistresses; 
lnhatever services they may be Indebted to you for, 
•My cease' to love when you cease to be agreeable. 
• t Let your connexions be with people above you ; 
ky that means you will acquire a habit of respect and 
fwHtenesS. With doe's equals one is apt to becomi* 
< s g l lgen t, and the mind grows torpid. 
. } In order to judge of men, one must be intimate- 
ly eMfietlad; tiras yoo see them witliout a v«il, a»d 
vM^thalr BMTt awy-day OMlft. 
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M9 LORB CH£flTfiRFIBUy% 

40 often advised yoa to establuh and < 

younelf, wherever you can, in good bootet of pM» 

pie above you, that yea may see their cBery d^ 

characters, mauners, habtu. Sec. One mnU, awptd- 

pie undressed, to judge truly of Mr itep«; «tail 

they are dresaed to 1© *»*ad, *■«• ^■•ws *« «*> 

tnmA to eoaeeal, or at least pAUiate, tiie'«^ 

fects of it; as fiai-bottomad wigs woe eoBtriMH 

for the Doke of Burgundy, to conceal his hni^ 

hack. Happy those who have no faults to mtM» 

nor weaknesses to conceal ! there tre few, if iny 

SQch : but unhappy thoae, who know ao ttttle of Ite 

world as to judge by outwtfd appearances. Govrti 

are the best keys to characters : there every paiiieB 

Is bosy, every art exerted, every character annlyeed: 

jealousy, ever watchful, not only discovert, Imt-eib 

poses, the mysteries of tiie trade, so that ewen ^ 

Standers * y apprennent i^ d^Mner.* There t^ tne 

great art of pleasing is practised, taught, and ]«am> 

ed, with all its graces and delicacies. It^ b th« frtt 

thing needful there : it is the absolutely neeostafy 

harbinger of merit and talents, let th«n be ever M 

great. There is no ^vancing a step witfaont it. Left 

misanthropes and would*be philosophers deebam as 

much es they please againH the vices, the ainkala* 

tion, the diasimulatton, of coarts .* these te v c eU fe s 

are always the result (ft Ignorance, BUhvSMMr, hr 

envy. Let them show me a eoQa^ -^ere thero ire 

not the same vices of which they accuse courts; with 

this difierance oidy, that in a eMtage tlfey«pp§w^in 

their naUve deformity, and that» in comrfts, mamitas 

and good^reeding make ftera lets ahoekln^; end 

blunt their edge. No: be convinced tiiat the |«ed. 

hfeeding, the ' tonmnre> la detie«iir dans: tar ma- 

nieres,' which alone are to-be tfsqoifed «l cowts^-dre 

not the sliowish ^es only wbich aome people call 

or think them ; they, are a solid good ; they prevent 

a grant deal of realmiaehief ; thc(y.craat!e» adoln, 

and strengthen, firlendshipt} they keep hatred wRhla 

bounds ; they promote good-hnmoar and jgood^wltt 
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Ml fiiwitMt, where the want of good-l»reediQ( end 
SMtleoees ol manners it commonlj the origUui 
ciMe of discont.' Oettheti, b^ToM it is too late, a 
iMbit of these mtitiare$ viftutei: practise them apos 
9fVf tite ItaaloecaAott, that the^ may be easy and 
f^MoUiarto you upon the greatest; for they lose a 
great degree of their merit if they seem laboured* 
•lidflpBly calked in upon ectraordiaaryoebasiods. I 
.«ril yo« truly, this is now the only doilbtfhl part of 
four character with roe; and it is for that reaSoA 
that I dwell npou it so much, and hicnleate it lo (^ 
ien» I ahali tocU see whether thb doubt of mine U 
^foooded; orrather, I hope I shall soon see that ft 

XhisflBoment I recede your Irtter of the 9th, K.8L 
.J am .sorry to fiAd tltat you have had, thw^ ever 
«o aiifl^t, a retorn of your Camtolan disorder; and 
I hope your condosioii will prove a true ode, send 
«|Me $Ms wiU be the last. I wfll send the akKhairs 
^y the first opportunity. As for the pictures, I anl 
already ao f^, that I am resolved not to buy ob4 
snore, onlcas by great accident I shbuld meet wi& 
•omeUdng surprisingly good, and as aorpiisin^ly 



I should have thought that Lord ««•, «t his agd, 
, nd with bts parts aifd address, need not have bee« 
reduced to keep«n o^^ara w-^-^-«, itt such f( place aa 
iparts, where so many woiheii of fiiihibn ^enerouslt 
«erve as volunteers. I am sttil tAhre sorry that hk 
Is in Ittfve with her; fof that Will take hioii olH oT 
food company, and sittk Kim int6 b^; sach as fijf> 
diets, pipers, anil id gtttm onuti / moiit unedifyin| 
dad tfiibe<temin| cotopuny ibr a man of fashioii ! 

Lady Chesterfield Makes Vbn i'thbdltthd coUplC> 
diettta. Adiia, ay dMrchudL 
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BETTER CCLTIU. 

Greemticht June 10^ O.S. ITtft. 
MT DEAH FRIEND, '^ 

OUR ladies were so slow in givinf their a 



Y 



orders, that the mohairs, of which yon at laat 
fent me the patterns, were all sold. However, (o , 
prevent fiarther delajs (for ladies are apt to be very 
impatient, when at last they know thair own tnindsX 
I have talen the quantities desired ofahr^jsmohaira 
which come nearest to the description ypo sent me 
some time ago, in Madame Moncouseil*s ownhandj 
and I will send them to Calais by the first opporti^ 
aity. In giving la petite Blot her piece* you iww9 
a fine occasion of saying fine things, if so indiaed. 

Lady Hervey, who is your puff and paaegyrial^ 
writes me word, that she saw you lately dance at a 
ImU, and that you dance very genteelly. I am ex- 
tremely glad to hear it ; for (by the maxim, that 
* omne miyus continet in se miDUs'), if you dance 
genteelly, I presume yoa walk, sit, and stand gen- 
teelly top; things which are much more easy, though 
much more necessary, than dandog well. I have 
known many very genteel people, who could not 
dance well ; but I never knew any body dance wel*^ 
who was not genteel in other things. Too will |vo- 
bahly often have occasion to stand in circles, at^tbe 
Jkrees of princes and ministers, when it is very neces- 
sary < de pajer de sa personne, et.d*^tr^ Inen plants/ 
with your feet n<St too near, nor too distant from eac^ 
otiier. More people stand and walk, than ait, gen> 
teelly. Awkward, ill-bred people, being ashamed^ 
commonly sit bolt upright, and stiff; others, too 
negligent and easy, ' se vautrent dans leur Aiuteail/ 
which is ungraceful and ill-bred, unless wherp the 
familiarity is extreme ; but a man of fashion makes 
himself easy, and appears so, by leaning gsacefully. 
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latteftd of lolling sapinely: and by \8i7ing fhMse 
iBMnrAClitiides, instead' of Uiat stiff immobility of a 
btsnfbtboo^. Toa cannot boaeeive, nor nan I ex- 
frtiHf How advantageous n good alf, genteel mo- 
tUnai add ^gaging "addrMs' are, not only amon^ 
aromeA, but among nied« and^iren in tlie cdotseof 
bnatn^sft; th«y faseiwite the affections, they steal a 
fMibfliice!, tii^y fyi^y bbobt ^he heaH tilUliey eil^ 
^*ge4t.' 1 knffvt a Inan, and'so d6 you; Vhd, ^tb- 
tfbt *' gyftiii'49f niertt; Vno^^adge, or talents, has, 
iliised him«6)f minfons df degrees abdve his level, 
glumly by a ' goMl^ ait and 'ingfftging manneirs ; inso- 
Much,' thAt th« 'v)»ry'prtn«e Hrho raised him so high, 
c^ts hhh, mow aimabK wtutid%*i but of this Ap 
AM o|}^fa your Yi^;'ptmr iitUte. I give you this se*^ 
ttist; MB tb« strongest ^>rddfiihiLginable of the efficacy', 
of idr, address, * toumure, et tousces'p^tits riensJ' 
' TohT otherpuflT add t>«negyrist, lir. Harte,' is 
||onet« Windsor, iik'his Wky tb Conlwal!, In order 
tid^ be badi so>db enoogh' to' nieet yoti liere : t really , 
beHef^^htf 1^ as impatient for l(hat moment as I am, 
< €t efest tout dire :> but, hovrever, notwithstanding 
iny ihipatieoce. If, by' chance, you should then be 
Id a sifuation, thkt living Paris ^ould cost your 
hbdrt too matiy pangs, I allow yoii to put ojf your 
Joltmey, and to tett m(<, aK Festus did Paul, '* at a 
more -cdnv^nldnt'seasbn 1 Mil speak to thee.' You 
M)i'9y tMs, that I eventually saciifice my sentiments 
to ^ours, and this in a very uncommon object of pa- , 
td^al 'CompIsi<ianc€. Provided always, and be it 
fn^elntobd (as they' s^ In acts of parliamenl), that 
' qnss te comque doniat Venus, non erubescendii 
adurlt ignibtis.' If your heart will let you come, 
bring'wlth you only your valet-de-cbambre Christian, 
and your ourn footman; not your valet-de-place, 
whom you may dismiss for the time, as also your 
coach ; but you had best keep on your lodgings, tlie 
intprinediate expense of which will be but iaconsi/i 

• Th« Marshal de Bichelieii. 
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dorabl«, aad yon iriU want thwi tolMve yaarboohi 
and baggage in. Bring only the clothes yoa trwid 
^, one anit of Uaek, for the noiiniing for the priooe 
ytUX not be qniie out by that time, and one snit of 
jour fine dothest.tvo ^ thr«eof yoor laeed shirti^ 
and the rest, plain ones : of other ^lingii, aa bagr, 
feathers, &c. aa you think proper. Brii^ no bookiw 
unless two^ or three for your amnipment vpon IM 
raadii for we must ftpply sknply to En^ah, in whidi . 
yon are certainly no puride; and I will simply yoe 
Mfficiently with the proper English aatbeca. lifaell 
probably keep you b^a till about tM niddle ef Oo 
tober, and certainly notloager; ife being abeoi aMy 
aecMsary for you to pass iko neict winter at Paris; 
»o that should any fine eyea abed teftra for yo«r 4»> 
parting, you may dry them by Ihe praniseQf few 
return in two months. , 

, Have you got a roaster for ge o roeii y ? Iftfaewen- 
ther is very hot, you may leeiw youir ridiag «t ftfaa 
mafi^ffs till you return toFwis, unless yon think 
the exercise does you more good than the heat can 
do you harm ; but I desire you will not leave eff 
Marccd for one moment? your fencing likMri»e»iif 
you have a mind, may subside for the anmnMr ;: birt 
you will do well to resume it in the winCef^ nad ^ 
be adroit at it, but by no means for eiencaw «Mif 
ibr defonce in case of necessity. Good oight* . 



P. S. I forgot to give yon oqecommisaioA* .wlMn 
you come here; which is, net to foil briagfcig <bt 
graea along with yen. 



Digitized by Google 



' UTTIM lO HIS 80K. Sl^ 



LETTER CCLTX. 

Greenwich, June li, O. 8, 1751. 
". MY.DEAR FEIEKD» 

i£^ dtom^ofieei* are • ittott necMsary part of tb« 
toMrMge of the world. Thef consist in the 
relations of persons, things, time, and place ; good 
t e n se poiiM them ont, good company perfeets tiiem 
(sopfosing always an intentioo and a desire to 
pleaw), and good poliey iecemmends themt * ' 
•^ VNit^ you to converse with a king, you ought to 
to as .easy and nn en i har r as sed as with your owti'va^ 
loe<lo«hnabre < but yet every look, word, and aeti^a» 
•hoold imply the utmost respect. What would be 
yeoper and weU<bred with others, much your supe^ 
«iori| would be absurd and ill-bred with one so very 
much so. -You must wait till you are spoken to; 
you must receive, not give, the sut^iect of eonvert*- 
bion I and yoo must even take care thai the given 
uubfeet of such conversation do not lead you into 
•ny iapio]»iety. Tfau art would be to carry it, if 
yoes&Ue, Co tome indirect flattery : such as commendl' 
lag those idrtues in some oth«r person, inVrliich that . 
prince either thinks ho does^ or at least would be 
lliought by others to, excel. Almost the same pre- 
cautions are necessairy to be used with miiiisters, ge- 
aeeals»^Be. who expect to bo treated with very near 
ihe fame respett as their masters, and commonly 
deserve it beMer. There is, however, this diffinence; 
iliat one m^ begin the conversation with them, if, 
on their side, it should happen to drop, provided 
one does not carry It to any subject upon which it is 
improper cither for ti>em to speak or to be spok^ to. 
In these two eases, certain attitudes and actions 

- • This M«gl6 word implies decorum, geod4ireM- 
tng, and propriety. '' 
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trevld be estramely w i m m i, ^memmm^i^^mtfi^^md 

conieqnsntlj disraspectfnl. As for imtmW t If 91* 
^were to pot jovxjicm^ ^crots ia soxithtmam, tvii 
jeur 8iiuff>bOx, tnUnple with your foet»«ar«teli yav 
hc«i,.dEC. itvoaldbe shockingly iU-toed ia «tat 
company ; and» indeed, not eztremriy wcll4»ed ii 
anyother. Tho grttat dificufty i» thoai cMii, th— ffc 
ftVMf mnnouauUeone ty .a tft ic M i «t^.< 
i» to join perfect inwiMid f«se with.i 
fwpect^ .• . • - ..- -^•» 

. .InjnB^zedcoinfeB^wHhy»ttr«q«ails<l«-i»«iaii 
^^aip^miet |41 i^cepleMe t»<a.cmeip decroe efBiQ 
greater ease aadiibertyjatoAMffvedc;. hm^A»§ ««• 
h|rae their bounds m.tid^'kitmA0mm^ /I htw ^ m m m 
cMireqp«ct«eoeM«yi yoinaay m«t ypgy w en eii h 
|9ct of oo^ven^ttoia vith w<»flest9» tali^ gpea* met 
^however, •'dt n^ jamais papler-de 0wfdeit dttisli 
naisoi) d'vn peml^* Yoor word^ gna f we, eeit m 
ittudes^Jiaye ^ greater degM» of bititad^ thwglily 
n^t; means an nnbonntted Qiie« Yoqoiay fanreyMr 
hands ia your pockety ts^fnnff, j6i>» standi eeeo- 
nationally valk^tw yon iilai^ bntlheiiemepMivaMid 
aot thiak it very Uvu^ant to «biati% pat ea ftm 
hat»^ looseayoor garters or your IhioUob» iiedeva 
nppaa condi or go to bed» end ipeltir in •«'«>^ 
chair. Tbeae are negltgeneas aad f ~ 
oae^caa only take when qniteataM*: 
riens to ^npcrtors, gbockfag.ead ;rf e B s i re tot e 
hiatal and imaklns taiofi«nank > Thefts caaiaeaief 
t^rriagie aod beha^ar* whit^ is eaceediaglr aagai^ 
ing, widely differt. 6ren» aqgligeBeeand i aa ti in ti ii ^ 
and 1^ no means implies ifcatoBC may da w h a in iw 
ene,pleas«a{ itaaky menna that eneia naato he sHi^ 
^Braial«,epibaKraased»,discoaairtnd» -and jobana^ 
likf eooaMy boaipk|aa» aad p^oplaarholwva aetii 
b^eniagaMl oNapany; bntitr p f ia es jiini mm 
lioa to^ andascwpntooaebtenratioaafi imUmmi 

» 
• leaver to mentioa a rope la the fiAaly af a naa 
-who has beea hanged. 
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^(f flM|i««iMt»«tr.«Be(Mi^to4i»i»t»ha4«Bewilir 

, f^ Mte «m| oMoacem ; wfa»tovcri» ioipioper mmmoc 

j^y iM-^p^ «| all. la ndJCMl conpuuMAlio, differant 

g, «lp»«Md«aBM4une «o Iw diffefffiiaj addvaiseit. y«K 



i^ jTM^.' .yvopto^ • d^jTMk 01 dofimnvs luidfv^vdk 

« 7«« aliMld^beiiiU M«MY with tktna.M nilh people 

^ AlyaiMPOiVB.fOMrS'j iMt jRomr maiuoK noftt be di^ 

fovnpt ; BioM re#pect most (le implied ; B9d it it aot 

g t fHi wloi m i M t ii , that ftom tbeai yo« expoot to 

. loan* UilaCtien ud eomfiorts «ce^ ibrnot beiof 

«lM«<te tik»o pert in tlie ;|03r wd titler of youth. ^ 

^•mm.ifpm ibosld alveye eddrani joonetf wlA 

gMMt ontwerd reipeek end itttenttoa^vheisvcr yo« 

iM& iowafdiyi tliAr eex i» by loi« pioecv^ptwo emi^- 

lEiod, lo it; 4nid i« is omong tbe dotiee^f bUmifimmt 

eft-thoMoio tine thet reepoet is wry properiyv- eod 

Wf'avmai^j, mixed with a-degrwof ev^euaMR^ 

if yovhetveit; h«t thca» thette4iMag« wast either 

directly or indirectly lend to their praise* end even 

aolihe iteUe to n nadidoi»coi«rtnietaon to tiieir die- 

ndwnlsfBi But bore loo* greot ettfntion.Bittek he 

iNi^to-lliediftiienee of ege< raak> aAdeitmition. -A 

mmr^kttit of fifty mnstnot be ployed vitfa liko^ 

qe^ne tt o of iftoei ; rei p o ct end serious eib- 

if I may eonpie thqse two «osde» nsiMt 

>> n s oa Loii b thofaww, end mere ^ bodinege» nestd 

mikm dNm p«« de polisBonerie,' is. peidonohie vilb 

*lbolntter. 

ifffmff^mk p^ft Iff in Wniil'mnHit seldom 
' to,f it not te rma yoot own pr eint 



^body9 bnt to o h se w e» oontemlo^ end edopft 
Ibr^naaiple^ if yoaheppened to boift hii^ 
> and eAowtof epMtSb won i d 9o»«* 
inj*pn*«eHf*» oroutn^nper, toUMes^ 
chide de Coisny, the pope's nnndo, or Abbi Sallirr. 

•BeUad.. . ..^... ^ 
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or to uaj f«rt0n of natorat gravity and itieteft«9Affy^ 
or who at that tiaie shovld be in- grief t I-b«Ii«v« 
bot: as* on the other band, I suppose, that if yo« 
were in lowsfrirtts, or real grief, yon vrtnAd-not 
fehooseto bewail your situation with la jmNM BtoK 
If you caimot command your present humo«F and 
disposition) single out those to converse #ltfa, who 
happen to be in the humour the nearest to your ^»w». 

• Loud laughter is extremely ineoasisfenit wKh* let 
Hemianet§, as it is only the illiberal and noisy te»> 
Itoionyof tiie joy of the mob, tt some very sillj^ 
thing. A gentlemsn to often seen, but very 8«ido(ltt 
heard, -^to laugh. Kotbing is more contrary to ii» 
Utnsitmea than horse>play, orjeus dt mmindi 
any kind whatever, and has often very seriottft» MOM^ 
limes very fistal consequences. Romping, stiik^ 
"gUng, throwing things at one -another's head, «r# 
the becoming pleasantries of the mob, *bnt degrade 
A gentleman ; ' gincoo di maao, giueeo dl vUteno/ 
is a very true saying, among the few true sayiugs of 
the Italians. 

• Peremptoriness and deeision in yoimg people ii 
« contraire anz biens^ancest' they should seldoai 
4eem to assert, and always use some softei^g miti> 
gating expresdon ; such as ' s'il m*e8t permis de lu 
dlre» je croirois plotftt^ si j*ose m'expliquer,' wfaieh 
aoiieens the manner, without giving up, or even 
weakening, the thing. Peopleof mrawageaad ejrpe»> 
sienoe expect, and are entitled to, thatdegMe ofde. 
ference. < 

' There is a biemiance also with regaid-toTMOpie 
lot the lowest degree ; a gentleman observes «tt with 
his footman, even widi th»b^garin the street. He 
considers them as objects of eompassionv not uf hs. 
suit: he speak* to neither «i%n toMimufue,but 
cotteets the tone coolly, and tefiisae the «ther with 
humanity. There is no one oeoasien In the wurid^ 
Jftwhich te tonhrmtfw i* heeemipg a genlAsmiB* 
In short, kaUtMaimcm are another ward for mm* 
Mav^andeKlawttoeNnuyptftpf life* Xh^sm 
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W99tittSi the Omoes abonld atttad U «iider t» 
•QVptete them ; the OncM enable as to do, gea. 
teeUj md pleaaiogty, what lo M emtia n oe t nt^vaat 
l^bedmMatall. XhelattefrareanoU^atton upoA 
mmy n«mf the fonner are an infinite advan^ge and 
Moanant to any man. May ^eu nnUe both ! 
: Though jou dance well, do not think that pm 
dance veil enongh, and consequently not endeavony 
^davce.atUl better. And though jreu ahooM.be 
told that jrott are genteel» itill aim at beings genteel* 
«r.. If Ifarcel ahonld, do not you, be tatui^ed. G# 
on, court the Qracea dl your life-time; yon will 
ted no better friends at court: tliey will speak in 
jppor limmr, to the hearts of ponces, ministers, and 
nia«wsMs. 

. .Vow that all tumnltueiis passions and quick se»> 
aations have subsided with me, and that I have no 
tMUMming Mures nor boisterous pleasures to agitate 
m% my greatest joy .is to consider the fair prospect 
jo« have bef<H« you, and to hope and believe you 
will enjoy it. You are already In the w<M-ld, at an 
•fe when othess have hardly heard of it. Your cha> 
meter is hitherto net only unhlgmished in iu moral 
part, but even unsullied by any low, dirty, and no- 
fentiwanl4k»vice ; and will, I hope, continue so. 
Toor knowledge issoond, extensive, and avowed | 
eepedaUy in ev^ry thing relative to your desti n ation* 
With such materials to begin, what then is wanting i 
Kot fortune^ as yon have found by experience. You 
have had, and shall have, fortune sufficient to assist 
your mf^t and your industry; and, if I can helpi|» 
you never thall have enough to make yon negligent 
of either. .You have too aseiuaana incarpore mnOf 
the gceatsst blessiag of all. AU therefore that yo« 
want is M much in your power to aoquire, as to eat 
your breakfast when set before you: it is only that 
knowledge of the world, that elegancy of maoaers, 
that universal politeness, and those graces, which 
keeping jgood company, and seeing variety of places 
tfnA ^Mncter^ mo«t in^ivxtablyr withthe ioatt att**" 
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tfoo OB jour ^Mitf giv« yon* Tov'Anvigtf ^kmUmf 
tioiiloMl» to' the grmtMtthlAgvt' <Bd y<M»|l«aM 
awwtary attoatton wittfSiftMiWto y of pi o Blt— . ^€JiMli 
•l4or thoB tfaH ploartag prospett m amiltt^ ly ff < r 
yowMlf, «tIc(nMiaferltfiNr you. L«M>ur«Mk yMP 
part to reattae it, a» I 'wiHOB artao toaaibr aMtf ti rt 
aMa yott to ^ It. ^NuttttU nBkeii »b«i» tt ill 

' Adiev^mydaardiUd! I conat the da^rs tilt I liiM 
die'pleaiitireof'<Mel»g yov: l^ihall aooiit^diMt dite 
Itoarei and at laattlieriiifliit»»'it«lfc inerenMiif tt^ 



PiS. Tb« mohairtw^ tfalft d^ ittiwIhHB beoe* 
ibr CaWt, l eu oia ma ute d m^Osmtmn laT MkdamdWo- 
rel» and directed, atf deaiivd, to the c o mp t» Wfe r r»' 
ne^. TlM^ tlii«« ple*ees'«otM to' Bfo l»iMfiMI''Ad 
eighty Freaiicfr*ltwes. " * ' '....-- 



LETXEB. ecu. . ^ 

Oreatt«4oA, ^M0 9P, O. a. f^i 
Mr DEAR FBIENP, 

SO t«i)ry fe# i>eo|pfe, especially jottng traveBen, 
ie» what they <fec, ,or hear what th ey l ie a r , that 
tboogh'I really believe ft may bfrtttftoeoeesu^widi 
yoiif yet tiiefe 'CMk be no ham i&'reniHioii^'yiaa, 
froiBthnet»tim«, «» we what yonae^, and to hear 
what YOU hear; that it, to ^ and hear aa yon Ukonfcf 
do. FrivolotisAttil^ people, #hbteake at leaitfllrvc^ 
parts fai fmr ofmiBoAfntf, onH destre to a^ and h^tr 
what their M^olooi and ftitilii pi^eorsbra h<v«-teen 
and{>eu>d ; aaSt. Betfer'a, the^pope, aad'hrKl^yass, 
at Rome ; TWtrdMiriie, Veraallles, theFrwach^HnK ' 
andtheFrendiOomedy.lntiwi^e. !A tnai^of prtif 
aee« and h^aravety diflferfentfyfroih th^r-'jlMitliU 
men, andagreatdealmofls. He eitamfneilnidlii. 
ftwtna hhnsalf tborongfaly oftfvery CUng h«Ml ^ 
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fem»^ aad more paitienlsriy, asHto rcUtWft tahte 
own funpfeMum or destiaatton. Your desdnatioa: i* 
polUacal ; tb« ol^t, tbarefore, of your inqoiric* 
und oN«rv»tiOM» shosld be the political interior «f 
thiv^ ; the fonnt of governnenty Uew, rftgtilatioDfl^ 
enatoms* trade* maaufactures^ &e. of Uie ievera( wt" 
tiooa of Eiiro|>e. This kaowiedge it lUueb better ae^ 
quired by couversation with aeosible and wellon- 
fomMid people, than by books, the best of wfaloi 
upon ttMM aebjects are always imparfect. FOi ek^ 
ample, there are Present States of France, as thar* 
are of Bogland ; bvt they aro always defective, be* 
in^|nri>lisbed by people naiufonued, who <Mily ce^y 
one another: they are, however, worth Ihoking 
late; because they point ont objects for inquiry, 
trhich otitarwise might posi^bly ueter have occurred 
■to one's mind : but an hour's tonversation with a 
sensible pritident or comeilUr, will let you more 
inte the true state of the parliament of Paris, than 
Ul the books in France. In the same maaaer, th* 
Almumach MUUedri is Worth- your having ; but 
two or daree conversations with officers will inform 
you orach better of thdr military regolatioas. Peo- 
ple have* commonly, a partiality for their own pro* 
fieaaions, love to talk of them, and are even flattered 
hy bcipg rmiMlted upon the sabjeet; when, lbere>- 
fore* you are with any of those military geatkaiea 
(aad. you can hardly be in any company without 
some), ask them military questions. Inquire inte 
their methods of discipline, quartering^ and doih^ 
ing their men ; inform youiself of their pay, their 
perquisites, ' leurs monUes* leors ^pes, dM.', Do 
the same as to the mariiu, and make yourself paiv 
ticalarly master of tliat dHaUs wldch has, and ai> 
"Ways will have, a great relation to the afaira of 
England ; and* in proportion as you get good infiacb 
tna&on, nu^e minutes of them in writin§. 
• Tbi^n^gulations of trade and commerce ia itanca 
are excellent, as appears but too plainly Car ui^ by 
Ihe great Increase of both within the«e lhtrt|.Ktf»^ 
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f9tp iiot4k» flMnlioii^eur estnf iv^ poauaencm Ift tatt 
th« East luuk W«jit ladies tbcgr ha^e got the wktk 
trade of the Levent from oa ; and now 9app|y il 
the formgn markets with thdr eufiirsp to thp xm 
almoet of oor tugif colomeSf as Jamaie*, B4K|»> 
4im, and the Leewfnl UUnda.. G^ therafcff^ 
what iofonnatk>n jfoo can of these ma^ecs alto. 

Inquire too into their chjoith matters ; for wind 
the prasent diipnlm betfreeo. tht, court watd tfci 
deriy gim yon £wr and fireqi^ent eppo a it mu li y . 
Know the paitkalar ri^lits of the OaUtcna chofcK 
4» opposition to the prelensioArof the see of Boms. 
J need not recommend ecdettasticid histoid to jas^ 
•ince I hear yoo stndy du Pin very aasidnooalj. 

Yiincaoootim'agkieliowmiiph Uus solidnud oaeAl 
knowledge of other oeontries will distingoifth /onia 
foor own (where, to say thc^tmth, it is Tery Uok 
huo wn or ciiltiYated)» beiides the great ttse it is of ia 
all foreign negotiations; not to mention* tfiat it ei» 
bles a man ta shine ia all companies. Wheb kitagtJitid 
princes havoany knowledge^ it is of this sor^ alkd 
mere particularly: therefore, it Is the usual topiasf 
4heir levoe cisnyersations, in which it wiA qosUfy 
you to betf a considerable part : it brings yoo mole 
hoquaintod with them ; andthey are. pleased lo basu 
people talk to them on a Jttbjea in whkh tlmy tftirf 



There is « sort of chit-chat, orjmoll *alk, wbici 
48 the general run of conversation at courts, and iu 
Mask mixed companies. It is n sort of middling 
eooseiMtion, neither silly uor edifying^ but* how& 
over, very n ece ssa r y for you to be master of, M$ 
tnins upon the public events of Europe, and tiien ii 
etiubest; v«^ often opOn the number, tbe^ooA 
nesB,orbadiw8a, the dlsripKne, or the doChfaif^ of 
the troops of different princes; soasetimes upon tiib 
famiUes, the maraiages, the relations, of princ«,aad 
eoosiderable people ^ and sometimes mir la M6it 
J*eiw tke magntfieence of publk entertttnmeotn^ 
baU«, OMqMrMles, &c I would wish you le tfi 
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^ble to UOc «pw aillte^ tibingt better, Md wMi 
jpaot^kmenAtige, thim other people; iosonnicli that 
'e i j p y 'q>e>e occasions, jou ihonld be eppUed to, Mid 
tliat. people should say, / dart toy J^. Sitmhopc 

-^ Secojid-rate knowledge end middliiigtalentt cany 
^ man farther at courts, and in the busy part of the 
world, than snperior knowledge and shi^ag parts. 
'Tadtvs Terjr jnstly accounts for a man^s having al- 
^ays kept in favour, and enjoyed the belt employe 
- wentf, under the tyrannical reigns of three evibvr 
•f the very worst emperors, by saying, that it waa 
not ' propter aliquam eximiam artem,. sed quia par 
Qegotiit usque supra erat.' Discretion Is the great 
article ; all these things are to be leariied and only 
^ learned by keeping a great deal of the bestcomjpanTw 
^ n«quent those good houses where you have already 
a footing, and wriggle yourself som^ow or otfier in- 
to every other. Haunt the courts particularly, in 
order to get that routi$te. 

Thii moment I reedved yours of the 18th, V, S* 
Tou will have had some time ago my final answers 
concerning the pictures; and by my last, an account 
that the mohairs were gone to Madame Morel, at 
Caleb, witii the proper directions. 

I am sorry .that your two sons-in*law, the ptincei 
B - " t are such boobies ; however, as they have the 
honour of bdng so nearty related to you, I wUI show 
them what civilities I can. 

I confess you have not time fbr long ahsetnet 

from Paris at present, because of your varioMrn» 

' Btect, aU wbkh I would have you apply l» eloidy, 

' while you are now in that capital: but Irben yotti» 

' tarn tbitlt^^ after the visit you intend ne the IM- 

near of, I do not propose yiMur having any master at 

* all, except Mskreel oace or tirlee a i»eak. Ani 

^ then thd courts wOl, I hope, be no iMger strti^e 

^ comntries to you ; for I would have you run dowm 

lireqiieiitly tb Vemdlles aid St: Cloud, fbrlhrne or 

'ihkrdsyt at s tiiAe. Too kiw# tisa AIMd* le 
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ViOt', wfao will present yon toothers ; so that pk 
IMII soon be favJiU with the rest of the coon 
Court b the soil in which you are to gro v and flo» 
Tish ; yon Ought to be well Acquainted witb the ati 
ture of it ; lik^ all other soil, it is iu aoaue jplacei 
Heeper, in others lighter; bat always capable of 
great improvement by cultivation and experience. * 
You say that you want some hints for a letter t» 
IjAdy Cbester6eld; more use and knowledge of titf 
-world will teach you occasionally to write and tatt 
genteelly tur da riens^ which I can tell yon is « 
very toseful part of worldly knowledge ; for in aomlt 
^companies it would be imprudent to tidk upon aof 
.thing else, and with very many people it is impooK 
ble td talk of any thing else ; Aey would not undeiv 
stand you. Adieu ! . 



LETTER CCI*XI. 

LondontSufUti,0,S.VtSl* 
MY DEAR FRIEND* 

AIR, address, maimers, and graces, are of sadt 
infinite advantage to whoever has theai, and s^ 
pecalfarly and essentially necessary for you, that 
hiow, as die time of our meeting draws near, I tredl- 
l»le for fear I should not find you possessed of them i 
and, to tell yon the truth, I doubt you are not yet 
• utte i e uU y convinced of their importance. There 
is» for Uistaaee, your intimate friend, Mr. H— — >> 
who, witii great merit, deep knowIMge, and a thou* 
•and good qualities, will never make t figure in the 
w*rld while he fives^ Why f Merely for want of , 
these external and shoirish accompllsbments, which ' 
he began the world too late to acquire; and whtcb^ 
with his stadioos sad philosophical turn, I believe '' 
he Hdttks are not worth Ms attention. He may, very ' 
vcetaMy, make a figors ia the repoblic of lettert; 
>at|iahMltni tboaisadtiiMsbfttwaik«s«|t*' 
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XEXTSilfl TO HIS 80V. SfiT 

M ft tnua of the world, and of barin«M ia ti)e repul^ 
He af the United Provinoes ; vhich, take mj word 
for it, he never will. 

* As I open myself, without the least reserve, ix^en- 
ever I think tiiac my doing so can be of any use to 
If on, t will give you a ahort account of myself wbe« 
i first came into the world, which was at the age yoq 
Iffe of now, so that (by the way) you have got the 
9tart of me in that important article by two or thre« 
years at least. At nineteen I left tlie university of 
Cambridge, where I was an absolute pedant : 'when 
I talked my best, I quoted Horace ; when I aimed 
•t being facetious, I quoted Martial ; and when I 
)iad a mind to be a fine gentleman, I talked Ovid. I 
was convinced that none but the ancients had com^ 
000 sense ; that the classics contained every tbiof 
that was either necessary, useful, or ornamental t9 
men ; and J was not without thoughts of wearing 
She toga vMlis of the Romans, instead of the vul- 
gar and illiberal dress of the moderns. With thesf 
•xcellent notions, I went first to the Hague, where* 
bylJie help of several letters of recommendation, I 
WM soon introduced into all the best company ; and 
where I very soon discovered, that I was totally 
oiisUken in almost every one notion 1 had entertaia«> 
«d. Fortunately, I had a strong desire to plcaa« 
(the mixed res^lt of good-nature, and a vanity by 
«o means blameable), And wa? sensible that I huA 
nothing but the desire. 1 therefore resolved, if pos» 
aible, to acquire the means too. I studied attentive* 
Ig and minutely the dress, th/e air, the manner, the 
Address, and the turn of conversation, of all thos« 
whom I found to be the people in fashion, and most 
genendly allowed to please. I imitated them a^ 
wel) as I could: if I heard that one man was reck- 
oned remarkably genteel, I carefully watched hifr 
dreas, motions, and attitudes, and formed my own 
wpoin them. When I heard of another, whose conm 
versatioa was agreeable and .engaging, I IJateaa^ 
flnd Mtcndpd to t^ie turn of it. I fwldrepa^}! myMtl^ 
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tbottgh * d0 tr^ naiuraise grace/ to «ll tlw aoti 
fiuhioaable fine ladiee ; coufeu^d umI laughed vith 
them at my own awkwardness and rawness* reoaai» 
mending myself as an object for them to try tbdr 
•kill in forming. By these means, and with a ps* 
nonate desire of pleasing overy body, I came ^j d» 
grees to please some; and I can assara yoo, that 
what little igure I have made in the world has beea 
moch more owing to that paaBaonatr deaiiw I had of 
pleasing universally, thnn to any intriaaic merit, or 
aound knowledge, I might ever have been master 
of. Mf passion for pteasing waa so stmng (and I 
am very glad it waa ao^ that I own to yon faiiiy, I 
wished to make every woman I saw in love with mti 
end every man I metwith admire me. Without this 
passion for the object, I should, never have been ae 
attentive to the meana; and 1 own I cannot coa- 
eeive how it is possible for any man of good>natiiie 
end good sense to be adthoui this passion. Doei 
not good-oatine ioclme ot to pieaae all those we 
coeverse with, of whatever rank or atijitioa they may 
be f iknd does not good-eeose, Mid common ehser> 
vation, ahow of what infinite use it is to pleased 
* Oh ! bet one may [4ease by the good qoaKtiea of 
the heart, and the knowledge of the bead, witboQt 
that foshionsMe air, addresa, and manner, wUch la 
mere tinael.' I deny it. A man may be esteemed 
and respected, but I defy htm to please, wxthoet 
them. Moreover, at yooc age^ I would not have 
eentented mya^ with barely pleasing; I wauted to 
abine, and to distingaish myself in the world, aa » 
man of faahion and gallantry, as well aa buaiaeaa. 
And that amlntion, or vanity, call it what yoe 
please, was a right one; it hart nobody, and made 
me eaert whatever talents I had. It is the spring ef 
e thousand right and good things. 

I was talking you over the other day with one very 
much your friend, and who had often been with 
you, both at Paris and in Italy. Among the innu- 
merafoie questieBs, which yeo may be ton I aakwl 
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him conemrhig yon, I htppened to aientioQ yo«r 
dftm (Amv to tsy the truth, it vm the only thing of 
wMeh I tiionght him « competoit jodge) ; upon 
Whkli 1m Mid, tiiat yon dmaed tolorably w«ll nt 
Birit ; bttt thftt In Italy yon drfttsed so ill, that he 
tksed to joke vith yon upon it, and even to tear 
your dotiies. Kow I must tell you, tliat at your 
mgfi it is as Tidicaleus toot to be T«ry well dressed, 
«s et my age it #oi^ be, If I were to wear a wliite 
II^MlMraiid rM^Meled thoes. Dress is one of the 
^Mlotts In g re di ents tiikt oontribete to the art of 
f^leaaing ; ft pleasesthe eyte at least, and more espe* 
•iaUy of women. Address yourself to Mie senses. If 
f<m woold please ;^ daaaM ttieeyes, footh and flaUer 
Hie elM, of mankind; engage their hearts, and let 
HMtt reason do its worsit against yve. SuavtUr in 
liiMle ts the great secret. Wbeaever you aM yeniw 
«elf engafed imeUsibly in favour of aby body of no 
ittpctior irietlt, nor distinSuifthed talents, examine, 
ntad see what it to that has iktade those impretslont 
kp&ti yon : you will find it to be that donenir, that 
Mtttfeness of manners, that air and address, which 
1 Mire 90 often recommeaded'to yoii: and frcNon 
ttie&ee draw this obvious conclosion, that what 
ttteases yon in them, iHIl please others In yon ; fbr 
Ve areaH made of the same day, though sottie df 
the lumps are a little fiaer, and some a little coarser ; 
Irat, Id geMry, th^ snreM way to judge of eDiers it 
to examine and analyteoM^s self thoroughly. When 
%e meet, t will asabt you hi that analysb, in which 
every man wantt lotte assbteJMe against his own 
t«ff-1ore; Adiee. 
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LETTER CCLXII. 

GreeHmich,Jtme9a,0.8,mL 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

pUAY giT« the^endoted to our ftieiui tbe abM; 
4 it is to cougratalate him upon bis raium'ij^^ 
which I am really very glad of, and I hope it vll 
fiitten him up to BoUean's chanoimei at praaant Jm 
is as meagre as an apostle, or a pio|Aet. By tfaf 
Way, has he ever introduced you to la 1>y<^MB« 
d'Aignillon? If he hat not, make him present yoe ; 
jBnd if he has, frequent her, and make her maj^ can. 
pliments from ma. She has uttcoipmoB seese wmi 
knowledge for a weHnan, and her house is the reaoct 
ef one set of let beaux ttpiiU, It is a nari^arH^m, 
and a sort of credit, to be acquainted wit(i tfaooe 
gentlemen; and it pots a young fellow in fasbioa. 
*. A propos de beaux esprits ;' have you lev citfr^ at 
Lady Sandwich's ; who, old as she was when I aav 
her last, had the stiongest parts of any woman | 
ever knew in my lifof If you ace not acquidnted 
with her, either the Dndiesse d'Aigi^iUoa or Ladj 
Hervey can, and I dare say will, introduce you. • | 
can assure yon, it is very well worth your wfailfl^ 
both upon her own account, and for the sake of tbe 
people of wit and learning who ftequeni her. la 
such companiestfthere is always something to be 
lesamed, as w^ as manners: the conversation turas 
upon something above trifles ; somo p(^t of lites»> 
ture,. criticism, hiai(6iiy, &c. is disbussed with inge- 
nui^ and good<4nanners; for I must do tiie Fieadi 
people of learning justice: they are not hears, as 
most of ours are ; they ar« gentlemen. 

Our abb^ writes me word that you were gone to 
Compiegne; I am very glad of it ; other court* 
must form you for your own. He tells me too, that 
you havieftoff ri<&if at theimm^^- 1 baveae 
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ttortifalg; 'Uid If y<ini.ltBw>got sgcntoel md ^kiii 
•est on faorM^bMk* it ,ii cwragli' -fbr you> sbtr ti«t 
tuts and toariMne&ts a^ laid mdM* l^mpfmBytl^ 

r^lpKMi liutitari «t .C uiinmilm a The 'Ung^/ bvmtfftt 
tbere, I am toM, i»«f aeidflM^ I'Stw FiPeaeh mUniir 
of hunting it g8nticaiaa>iilEe ; ckui is only for biMpb 
Mtt *«^ itoobios;* file pobrbm^ tMemnffar^ 
•AMd'awl toB'dwini tyyuodi greater* beatt» ttui» 

• t hoa n Bil w i i ted tha 4ni« Brifhh ilUc-immter ts m4m 
ymtouMi B il y a spociaa appiiiprlaeed ftad 'fei*uMd->» 

- tln»«oiuilry, trtiieh no other part of tho globe pt^- 



V I ho^ .jwa apply tbO tine yott have-'ssved'fhsai 
tho9ldiag-lio«Bet»iisefM%R>r^ than to InVoadpiiiL 
fOMOf for 1 oaA a sso rt '^ y^ o th^y' are rery dlffhrrat 
Uddgs; I «o«ld hw^o you alloV bat bne boor aidsy 
AnrOreek ; < and that aaofe tiblceep triiat yoa have^ 
tinfl lo faereaso it t 'bf Greek, I ifieas useful (M^ek 
booka,- fooh m Detnoethenes, Tha^ydidesi 8te. nkd 
not tlisr poets, with whom yon are alrettdy ^dagh 
ae^kudnted. Your Latin will uke care of ittolfl 
Wkatevar taora time ' you taave for reaUihg/^pray bo- 
alna it npon those books^^Hdfh are inmiidlately re^ 
latfare to yovrdestiiMlon ; soeh as ftaodero tlitdry 
in the modem languages, memoirs,aneMotM, letter^ 
aogotialioosf ■ ftif. C6ltect iaAlo, if you tin, autlifen- 
IkaUy, thrprMent«tat» bf lAI tlie-dourtb add cqun>> 
tne»in Europe, the eharicteffs of ' tbe' kings and 
priMcosv tlwif Wi»e i» thelriniifMtert; aud^their w-^s ; 
ahal^ Mrwal views; conneidoite, and tnteresoj ; ' tbe 
state of tb«ir ftntmcti, th«ir milicary forte, their 
tradoy manvfscuines, and ootatnek^. This is the 
nsefhl, the necessary knowledge for yoo, and in^ 
dced'fiv'oviBry'gbiitlAmad.' But with aU this, ire- 
member that living ttookr^re mueh'bett^than fiettd 
doaay -mnd throw away no (Inrt (tbrlt ts thrown Hway) 
-Mill tfielattoTv #Mch yov cas ekuj^fo^ iirtn with the 
iNiliert Am- 4>ooks%idst'n0Wbe'4nIy' youi'^aiunset- 
mmmti bvl by iiviiitjn ^«ir tethMM. ' 1 hciimitf 
VOL. II. R 
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tether thst fma. men pMskmAttly to hrreifWi aomt 
4etermiae<l ooquette of conditidii (who woiiJd leM 
you » dance, fashion, sapple, and poMah yau), than 
that you kttev all Plato and Amtatle by heart : an 
hMT at Versaillea, Gompiegne, or St. Cloud, U wm 
irortb more to yo« than three booM to yow dot^ 
with the best hooka that eter vere written. 

I bear the dUpote between the conrt and the 
felergy is made up amicably ; both parties hava yiebi. 
ed something ; the king being afraid of losing more 
of bis soul, and the clergy more, of thdr vevenne. 
Xhose gentlemen are very skilful to making the most 
of the vices and the weaknesses of the laity. I hope 
yoo have read and tofbrroed yourself fWly of every 
thing rcUtive to that afcir; it is a very impottaat 
qoestiob, to which the priesthood of every couutvy 
to Europe is highly concerned. If yon would be 
thoroughly convinced that their tithes arc of divtoe 
institutioiy, and their property the property of God 
himself, not to be touched by any poww on earth, 
read Fra-Paolo de beneficiis, an excellent and sliort 
book ; for which, and some other treatises agaiiiat 
the cotttt of Rone, he was stilettoed, which mnd« 
him say nfterward^ upon seeing an anonymons book 
written against Mm, by order of the pope, * Conosca 
bene lo stUe Romano. 

The paifiameai of Paris, and the stntea of Langtie* 
doc, will, 1 believe, liardly scramble off; having 
only reason and justice, but no tenors on Aeir side. 
Thoaa arc political and cowtitntional qneattona, that 
well deserve your attention and inquiriea ; I hope 
you are thoroughly master of tiiem. It is also worth 
your while to collect and keep all the pieces written 
upon those subjects. ^ 

I hope you have been thanked by your ladies, «i 
iMst, if not paid to money, for the mohairs, whi^ 
I sent by ^ courier to Paris some time ago, instenil 
of sending to Madame Horel, at Calais; as I told 
you I should. Do they like tham; and do tbey 
UU yo« tbn better Ibrgettthg tiiem? < Im petite 
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Mo^dlvroitAO maim pener de Mt penoosek' As for 
iiftdtme de Poligoac, I believe yea will viirjrwiljU 
ii^ty h6ld her excused fr<«» petsoiul pi^oi^t* 
i^^Beftireryou retura to£ngiiiiid, prayg9 again tt 
^M, for UFO or tliree days» and aifo to St. Cloudy 
iM mtleiLlo scfiure af oo4 •receptioa there at your re- 
tnrn. Aak liie Iforquisde Matignoa looi if he h«a 
jMh^ :order9 for y^u in £QclaBd» or aoy let^v or 
I for Jjotd Bolingbroke. Adieu 1 Go oay aa4 



^ , LETtER CCLXIII. 

... , Oreenafich,Jtay»,O.S.175X. 

^ ■ iky HAKVi FRIBI^D, 

THE la9t mail brought me your, letter oF Uie 3d 
July^ N. S. J am glad that you fre so well with 
Colonel Yorke , as lo be let into secret correspond- 
4ti|9ee<. Lord Albemarle's I'eserve to you is, I be- 
iieye* more owing to his secretary tlian to himself ; 
j^f you seem to be much ia favour with him; and 
p{M)^ly too he has no very seci et letters to comtnu* 
jkicate. However, take care not to discover the 
It^t dissalisfactiuQ upon tliis score : make the pro* 
pv acknowledgements to Colonel Yorke, for what 
%% does abow you ; but let neither Lord Albemarle, 
-Dpr hjif pftPple, perceive the least coldness on your 

rK, upQ]^ account of what tiiey do not show you. 
49 very often necessary not to manifest all one 
feelft* Make your court to, and connect yourself as 
much as possible witli, Colonel Yorke, he may be of 
ipreatnse to you hereafter; and when you take leave, 
not only offer to bring over any letters or packets by 
frfjT of 8e(;uricy; hut even ask, as a favour, to be 
^f parrier of a letter from him to his father tlie 
/:)iaoceUor. A propos of your coming here; I cpn- 
^ik th^ I am weekly ioipatient for it, and[ xHt^ ^ 
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few dap worth geuing ; I woold^there/bre* 
of the «5tii of oext month, N . S. which was ti» d*5 
that •ome time ago I appoiated for yowr leaving Pi* 
^. have you set «it on Friday the fiOth Angast, 
3l,S.; mcon»eqtte*coofwhichyOttwiUfceatGibfc 
MMsetime oatheS«nday iWlowing. and proimblyit 
Dover iiithin four-*nd«twBntf hoofs afterwarda. n 
yoa land in the moMng, you may, in k po a^cha i w, 
get to Sittmgboriio that day: if yoli cdroe on sfaoie 
in the evening, you can only get to Canterhuiy, 
where you will be better lodged than at I>over. I 
will not have you travel in the night, nor fatigoe 
and over-heat yourself, by runnii^g on four-«M« 
mUe* the moment you land. You will come straight 
to Blackheath, where I shall be ready to meet yom 
and Which is diredtly upon the Dover road to Loo- 
don; and we wUl go to town together, after yoa 
have rented yourself a day or two here. All the 
6ther directions, w*»tch I gave you in my former 1<^ 
ter, hold stUl the same. But notwithstanding tUs 
regulation, should you have any particular reasooi 
for leaving Paris two or three days sooner, or tattr, 
than the above^eutloned, < vdua 6t«s l« mattre.' 
Make all your tetraftgemeiu at Paris for atyout a Ha. 
w«eks' stay in EugUnd, at fcftihest. ^ _, _ ^ 

I had a letter the other day from lA»rd Hantiiif- 
don of which one half at least was your panegyriet 
it was extrtmely welcome to me fi^m so goo« i 
hand. Cttltivat* that friendship; it will do yon bo* 
new. «nd give you streagth. Ctmnexlona, in tn» 
mixed parli^ffleiitary government, a*« of great use. 
I send you here etoclosed the paracular prite 6f 
each of the mohairs ; but I do not suppose that yort 
will receive a ^faUftnif for any oue of them. Ho%^ 
ever, if auy of your IMtes sbeald ta^e an odd IKncy 
to pay, the shortett way in the eeurse df btuihtees b, 
for you to keep the Money,' and to take so kdiicfa 
less ftom Sir John Xambert in your next draught 
upon him. 
I am very sdny to haar.tlwt I<ady Hervey is flj. 
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pBtis does not seem to agree with her ; she used to 
have great health there. A propos of her: remem- 
ber, when you are with roe, act to mention her but 
Tfhen yoa apd I are quite alone, for reasons whic^ 
i will tell you when we meet : but this is only ba* 
tveen you and me ; and I desire that you yiiXl not 
90 much as hint it to her, or any body else. 
. If old kuraay goes to the valley of Jehoshapha^ 
J cannot help >t; it will be an ease to our friend Ma^ 
dame Moaconse^l, wbp I believe maiutaias )ier, and 
^ little "7111 not satisfy Y^erxyi apy way. 

Remember, to brlpg. your m9tl|er some little pre- 
sents : they aeed pot be Qf value, bpt only marks of 
your aSaf jciop ^n<} dn^y for one who has always 
))eep tenderly fopd .of you. You ma^ bring Lady 
Chpster^eld a iiltl^ Martin snu^-box, of about fivQ 
louis; an^.y^u need biing pverno other presents ; 
y9U and I not wapting * l^f petits preseas pour ear 
^eteoir rapaiti^.' 

Sio/^ I wrp(e what goes before, I have tainted you 
over minutely with Lord Albemarle ; who told moi 
^h^t ha could very .sincerely cpmipepd you upon 
^iory article hu( oi^e ; but upon that opp you wero 
9ftfa jokedj ^otb by him and o^ers. I desired to 
know wMt that w.as : he laughed^ and told m^i i% 
was th^ fufticl^ of dreis> ip which y^u were e}(ceed« 
ipg^ ^egUgept... Though ke laughed, I can assufv 
jou that it is no laughipg matter for you; and you 
jn\\ possibly be surprised when I 9^^tt (hut* upon 
pay word, it is, literally Jrue) tl»at to be very watt 
((fi^js^^d is of ip^qb more importance toyop, than aU 
the Greek you know w^l be of these thirty years* 
;ie|P9IDbff« tbeiirffrld is now yopr only ^u^jqqbs; 
Sl^d you rnvsj^ adept its- customs ^nd n^aopers, bA 
frey ff^yj 9r l« t;^. »?', "Po n^glpct ypuf dress, is 
an affront to all the women you keep company withi 
%l it. implies^ thjityo«i do not think them worth that 
attpntipp Fhlch every body else doth ; they min4 
^as,,pp4 ysa.will npvpr please them if yop peglecf 
^wv»-9 «p4> Mfvt^^w^ pU9i»jthe.vfiia«Vy.;oii 
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will pot please half the men yna othefwfse txii^btl 
it is tbe womca who put a yonng feHotr in fiuhio^ 
^en with d)e men. A young fallow boght to fa^ve 
» certain fund of coquetry ; which shfl>tild mAttftam 
Jtry all the means of pleasing, as mdcli aA' Aa^ ^ 
quette in Europe can do. Old a^ T am, tod HMe 
tliinking of women, God knows, I am very f^ from 
being negligent of my dress ; and why? From con- 
formity to custom; and out of decency to men, wlio 
expect that degree of complaisance. I do not, in- 
deed, wear feathers and red' heels ; wfaicb woatd iU 
suk my age ; biit I take care to have my t:Iothes 
Veil made, tny wig well combed and powdered, my 
lin^n and person extreinely elean. 1 even allow my 
footmen forty shillings a year eztraor^ffiiikry, HtMl 
they may be spruce and neat. Your figure' esjpecinl- 
ly, which from its stature caniioll be very lUajestie 
and interesting, should ht this more attended to in 
point of dress : as it cannot be impotantet it shoold 
be gcntilUf aimable, bien mist. It will not admit 
f>f negligence and carelessness. 

I believe Mr. Hayes thinks you have sli^ted faim 
a little of late, since yon liave got Into so much 
other company. I do not, by any means, blame yon 
for not frequenting his bouse so much as you did at 
first, before you bad got into so many other houste, 
more entertaining and more instructing than his : 
on the contrary, you do very well ; however, as he 
was extremely chril to you) take Care to be so to him» 
and make up in manner, what yon omit in aiatt»-. 
See him, dine with him before you come away, and 
ask his commands for England. - ' .^ 

Tour triangular seal Is done, and I ha^e given it 
to an'English gentleman, who sets out (n acetic (br 
Paris, and who wUl deliver it to Si^ Jobti lAmbtet 
for you. : ' 'c* 

I cannot eonclade thift Iftter, wftitout r«ttfhH&e 
again to the showish, the ornamental,^ th# liSSS^ 
parts of your diaractel- ; wM«^h if yOunegTett, ttpba 
my word ytitrwMr rettder tht sdlid MeliteoMtay 
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tiaekM : nay, such is the present tern of the world, 
that some valoeble qualities ure even ii(Hcat6uS, if 
«ot mccompanied by the genteeler accompUshmeiiii. 
;^Miniiess, simplicttj, add Qaakerism. eitlierib dren 
«r manners, will bj no means do ; they must both ba 
laced and embroidered: speaking or writing sense, 
without elegancy and turn, will be very little per- 
toasive ; and the best figure in the world, wittvonc 
air and address, will be iery ineffectual. Some pe- 
dants may have told you, that sound sense, and 
learning, stand in need of no omatnents ; and, to 
support that assertion, elegantly quote the vulgar 
ftroverbr, \JkaX good wine needs no hmhj but, surely, 
the little experience you have already had of the 
worW most have convinced you, that the contrary 
' of that assertion is true. All those accomptishiheuts 
are now in yonr power ; ihink of them, and of them 
only. I hope you frequent La Foire St. Laurent, 
which 1 see is now open : you will improve more, 
by going there with your mistress, than by staying 
at home, and reading Euclid with your geometry- 
master. 'Adieu« ' Divertissea vous, il n*y a rien da 
tei.* 



LETTER CCLXIV. 

Greenwich, July 1^, O. $. 1T5I. 
MY DEAR PRIE«b, 

AS this is tlie last, or the last letter but one, tiiat 
*^ I think I shall write before I have the pleasure 
•f seeing you here, it may not be amiss to prepare 
you a little for our interview, and for the time wa 
shaH pass together. Befi»e kings and princes meet, 
. niii^iiers on each side adjust the important points of 
preeedence, arm-chairs, right lumd and left, &c. so 
that they know previously what they are to expect, 
fri^ they havfi to Imst to: wul ti is right the# 
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i|)0m14 ; . for. tlie J .ccmmiinl j ma^j fi^. bft^. Ii«| f 

rery diS(»p«t^PJ?n»i, wfi want »o luch jiyj>roii^yi#t» 
]rou kjpfr>Ml.mjrtfpG|era«s8, I k^ow l(^<)f itrilltiOBi 
m^ QuJiy qluet^t, til ere fore* ^ to maK^ yoqr f^pct 
^y vitb nvi as y^^ful. as I <;it9i tg. j^q ; . Mdt 
j<M^rs, \ bop^ i» tp.^TQ-operatf with m^ Wb#(hi|^ 
^ ixiakiAg it wholf^ome, I shall majce 4t plea^wl^lH 
ypu, 1 .891 oot surf. Eipetics and catlu^rtics I.4h«U 
Ii0t t^dmiiustiM'* b^oaose I aqu sure yoq.dp not m^9(^ 
them: bvtt^fpr alteratives youinu^t «zp^t a gi«»| 
nany ; aqd I can tell you, tbfit I l^aye a iMimber ^f 
|U»^n^f > vl}icU I shall coaun^jucate to nobody bat 
jQt^mUf. To 4p«ak yitbovt » o^etaphor, J ^a44 «i» 
^favour to m^ist your youth with all t^a ezpeiisiNBp 
ibat I have purchased, at the prfcf^ ofi sayea-amk 
fifty years. . H ftf^cr to this, fre^v»ent ^fpsopfvcMv 
sections, and admonitions, will.be nece^s^ry^ IHU 
tben, I promise you» tbat they ^hall be in a gfutle^ 
friendly, and secret manner; they shall not put yoa 
out of countenance in company, i^or put pf humous 
when we are ^Ipofi. J do mX expect, tlmt a( mm^ 
teen you should have that knowledge of the worhJ»- 
th\>sc roaoners, that dexterity, which few people 
have at nine-and-tweuty. But I will endeavour to 
give them you ; and I am sure you will endeavour 
to learn them, as^far as your yontfi,^ my experience, 
and the time we shall pass togetlier, will allow. Yoa 
mpy have many, inaccuracies C^d to be sure yoa 
have, for who has npt at your age ?) which few peo. 
pie will tell you of, and some uobody can tell y«n 
^( but mys^f., Yq}^ may possibly ba^s othf^ra to^p 
which eyes less iot^rested,, and less vi^f^&t tba» , 
mine, do not discover; alj ^ose ypu shall 4mW o6i 
from one, whose teiid9rne9a for yoq will e^citf. Jiif .. 
curiosity, and sharpen hi^ p<3i^tra<ion. ^h^^simUt 
est inattention, or error ip;9f.an,ners, the nMPA^«MHh.( 
elegancy of diction, thelpast§yjLirar4afii^J^JlPHr,» 
drc^ss and carriage, wi^lnpt; escape n\y obeeniatiopf , 
nor pass \ritJiopt wvcfkWe /CWflWit^Qlj, X|fft,pUhfr. i 
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r ittttmito friefi«l« in tli« world can fretAy tell 
muAt «Cb«ir tb«ir faul», «ttd evtn their crimes ; b«t' 
t poflBiMy tell each other of certain little weak- 
, awlnrardtt«ssr«« and bHndoeasear of self-love/ 
to authorise that nnreser>'ed freedom, the relation . 
betwem ns is absolutely necessai-y. For example r 
1 bad a very worthy fk-i«nd, with whom I was inti- 
ttata«nough to tell him his faults ; he bad fbutlHrr 
J'XqM him of thtm ) he t6oli' it kindly of me, and 
oorvected tliem. But then be had some weaknesses 
that 1 eould n«ver tell him of directly, and whtcfa h« 
ima so little sensible of himself, that hints of .tfaem 
were lost upOA him. He had a scrag ueck, of 4||ont 
a yard long ; notivithstanding which, bags being in 
fashion, truly h« waald v^ear ooa to his wig, and 
did so ; bnt never behind faim ; for, upon every mo- . 
tioaof bb bead, his baigicstrae forward over one 
abooMflr or the other. ' He took it into his head too» 
tint he mast ocoMioeatty dand^ minuets, because 
oAer peppfe did ; and he did so, not only extreme- 
ly ill/ but so awkward, so dikjointed, so slim, so 
meagre, was his figure^ Ibnt,' tiad he danced as weH 
as ever Marcel did, it wotdd have been ridiculous in 
him to have danced at aU. I hinted these things to 
him as plainly as friendship would allow, and to no 
purpoae; but to have told htan tdi'e whole, so as to 
cure him, I must have been his Hth^, which,- thank 
God> I am not. As facers commonly go, itissel- , 
dom a misfortune to be fatherless j and considering 
the general run of sons, as seldom a misfortune to 
be childless. You and I form, I believe, an excep- 
tion to that role; fori am persuaded, that we 
vouid neither of us change our relation, i#ere it in 
our power. You will, I both hope and believe, be 
not only the comfort, but the pride of m^ age ; and, 
I am sure, I will be the support, tlie friend, die 
guide of your youth. Trust me without reserve ; I 
will advise you without private hatereet, or secret 
envy. Mr. Harte will do so too ; but still there 
nay be «0Bie tittle things proper for you to know. 
K2 
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«n4 necessary for you to correoti .wbich «wi hi* 
frieadabip would itot let bioa tell yon of so froeljF m 
1 should ; and some of which be may aoft|MMsiUy W 
«o good a judge of as I am, not liaviag liT«d.f« 
, muob ia the great world* 4 -. . , .^ ; 

. One priadpal topic of onr Gomrersatioa vUL b% 
aot only the parity^ twt the elegaacy of tlie £i»gUsii, 
language ; in both which ^ou are vwy ^tueAmmk* 
Another will be the constitttUon of this cooatry, of 
which, I believe, you know less than of most nthac 
ooantries in Europe. Maoners, attentionsy and«d< 
dres9, will also be the fireqaeat subjects of our lee* 
toreaj and whatever I know of tfaat important aad 
necessary art, the art of pleasing, I will unreserved* 
ly commni^cate to yon* Dress too (which, as Uiings 
are, I can logically prove^ requires some attention), 
will not always escape our notice. Thus, my teo^ 
tuns will be aMre varions, and ta.eoma feapeott 
more tisefal, than Proficssor Mascow's; and, thwtf. 
fiare,! i can tell youi that I expect to be paid for 
them ; but, as possibly you would not care to paatt 
wttlfr your ready money, and as. I do not tltink &ak 
it would be quite liaadsomeio me to accept it, I wUI 
compentid for the payment, and take it in atteMMia 
aodprnetice. 

. Pray aemfimber ta part with all your £rieBds» aC4 
qiMaataaioM,aoA mistiasaas, if yon baveany at Fana^ 
ia stt<:h.itniaaiiBr as may make tbem not onJgr «ilb 
tog^: bat impatient, to see you there agaan. Aantt 
tbemai your desire o^ returning to tbem ; and doit 
iaa mnnaer, that tbey may think yoain earnest, tbat 
is, ' wvtt oaction et una asp^ee d'attendrissemantJ 
AU pea|>la S19 fve^ty near tlie same tJuagsupoB 
yM»ae oooasiOns, it is the maaaer only that madEat tha 
difitrenoe; ind that difieteaae is great. Avoid Jio«» 
aver,, as much .as you isaa, charging yoursatf mUM. 
donmirissians^ io your satum from be^ca/to SSarJaT-i- 
Imow/ by ezpeneaae^ 4hat (bay^ara eaceedsaglytioiy 
hiasome^ aoauaoaly.expensive, :and vcrjr attdoos .aaa 
lis^toi^atlosty to thepenoM vhKglteiimiiiAan* 
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ytm OHUiot refnte; to people to whom yon are 
«Migodf and wovld oblige in your tarn; but as t» 
^dmnon 4Mk4BfMle commrissions, you may excuso 
jSmrMlf |r«tii tb«a» with truth, by aayiiif , that yo« 
«i« to ratum to Parb through Ftandera, and mo a^ 
IkMOfiaat I9imt; which I intend yon shall do, and 
^^m wotk ^ fen day« at Brwaels. Adien! A 
fMd jo«rney to yon, if tUs is my last; if not, I 
4MI rif Ml ofainwha^ I shall wish «onsttAtly* 



LETTER CCLXV. 

Zfm4om, Vecmbtr 19, 0,8 WU 
' MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YOU af« now entered upon a scene of business, 
where I hope you will one day make a 6gure* 
Use does a great deal ; but care and attention must 
be joined to it. The first thing necessary in writing 
letters of business, b extreme clearness and per* 
Sfncuity ; every paragraph sliould be so clear, and 
ipnambignous, that the dullest fellow in the world 
may not be able to mistake it, nor obliged to read 
it twio^ in order to understand it. This necessary 
daarness implies a correctness, without excluding 
tm ••l^gaocy of style. Tropes, figures, antitlieses, 
epigrams, &c. would be as misplaced, and as iraper-^ 
Unent in letters of business, as they are sometimes 
^f jndidonsly used) proper and pleasing in familiar 
letters, upon conunon and trite subjects. In busi- 
ness, an elegant simplicity, the result of care, not 
of labour, is required. Business roust be well, not 
vflfectedly, drened ; but by no means negligently. 
Let your first attention be to clearness, and read! 
t ier J M paragcapb Jtfter you have written it, in the 
^tkal v|s|r of discovering whether it is possible 
thatany one man can mistake tba true seost of it 1 
^i»d focftciit^cfordhifijr' 
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Our pronouns and retatiTes^ofbra erf ate dbs^Hlf 
•r ambiguity; be therefore exceedingly attentat tfr 
them, and take care to mark oat vith precision liidi' 
particnlar relations. For exampM^; Mr. JoUsoiiiiS^ 

•quainted me, that he h»d seen Mr. Smith, wbo'fitoft 
promised him to speak to Mr. ClariEe, to return Ibidi 
(Mr. Johnson) those papers, trbich he <Mf . 8mHN) 
)»ad lea some time ago with him (Mr. ClariEe) : itf* 
better to repeat a name, though unnecessaHly, left 
times, than to have the persMi rabtaken once. Whb^ 
you know, is singly relattv^^ persons, and cannot 
be applied to things; xahicK and thalt, are^i«lly 

* relative to tbiugs, but not absolutely exdmive bf 
persons ; for one may say, the man fhalt rcM)ed ^ 
killed sttch-M-oue ; bat itis ma«h better to say, ^le 
man oAa robbed or kilted. One never says, themMs 
or the woman whUh, Which and that, tliough 
ehiefly relative to things, cannot be always used in* 
differently as to things; and the tv^na must some- 
times determine their place. For instance; the Tet- 
ter vhich I received from yon, which you referred 
to in your last, which came by Lord Albemarle*ii 
tnessenger, and which I showed to such-a-one ; ' I 
would change it thus — the letter tfu^ I received 
from you, which ;ou referred to in yonr last, tk(U 
came by Lord Albemarle's messenger, and which I 

..showed to such-a-one. ' " 

Business does not exclude (as possibly yon wish 
it did) the usual terms of politeness and good-1)l-eed- 
ing ; but, on the ^ntrary, strictly requires tibem ; 
such as, ' I liave the honour to acquaint yonr lord- 
ship;* 'Permit me to assure you;* 'Tf Imaybenlloved 
to give my 0{Hnion,' &c. For the minister abrt>ad» 
who writes to the minister at home, writes to hls-^n- 
perior: possibly to his patron, or at least to one 
who he desires should be so. ^ * 

Letters of business will not only admit oF, bWt b# 
the better fior, certain gracct : but then ^Yie/'ifiust 
be scattered with a sparing and skilful hand : l^ej 
must fit their place exactly; they orttlt iDjeihstlY 
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i 4ititli<rat encmnberii^, and modestfy shine 

"VfitlMHitjhuriBg. Bat as this Is the uttuost^ degree 

mi pevfectioain letters of business, I wrould not' a<f- 

ipM fOKito aloiei^t those embellishments, till yoii 

^Tt first laid your foundation well. 

.Canlinald'Ossat's letters are the true letters of 

Attfliaessj'thoae of Monsieur d'Ayanx are excellent; 

SirWillknl Temple's are very pleasing, but. I fear» 

tmo affected. Carefully avoid all Greek or Latin 

quotations ; and bring no precedents from the ' vir. 

ffaoos Spartans, th^ polite Athenians, and the brave 

Homans.* Leave all that to futile pedants. Ko 

Bounces, no declaipatiou. But, I repeat It again, 

there ia an e^gant simplicity and dignity of styfe ' 

,a(|»olutely necessary for good letters of business ; 

^Attend to that carefully. Let your periods be har. 

, monious, irilhoMt seeming to be laboured ; and let 

them not be too long, for that always occasions a 

degree of obscivrity. I should not menlion correct 

ortt^ograp4iy, but that yon very often fail In that 

pi^cular, which will bring ridicule npon you; for 

no man b allowed to spelt ill. t wish too that your 

band-writing were much better; and I cannot co^n- 

. iwive why it is not, since every man may certtdnly 

write whatever hand he pleases. Keiitnets InfMd- 

iog np, sealing, and directing your -packets, is'by 

iio means to be neglected : though; I dare say,-: yea 

. think it 19- But there is something in the extetior 

^voi^f a packet, that may please or displeaisef y and 

coBseiiuently worth somtt attention. 

., You say that your time is very well eniph>yed ; 

, and so it is, though as yet only in the outRnes, and 

4nt routine of business. They are lurevionily ne- 

ceasary to be known ; they smooth the #ay^fer ptfrts 

jftod dexterity. Business requires no eonjuradton, 

ner supemataral talents, . as people miac^ilMteted 

,^ ' w^ K Are . apt to think. Method, mUgeftee, and 

iltacr^tion, wUl carry a mto of good ^trettg«okiriK>n 

tense. mufh higher than tiie fnest pairta, %lltott»* 

^ |^e% can Uo. * Pftr negotiis, neque aupipa,* is tba 
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true chycjMter q( it w«iu>f b iH ioe tt; hut I tmm ifc^ 
plies ready attention, and no eib9encf$i,atad af 
^iity and versatility of attention fro^ op/e object to 
pother, without being engrossed bj anjr one. 

Be upon your guard ag4n9t the ped«|xti7 and aA 
fectatifm of business^ which young p60|4e are fptto 
fall into, frwn the prid^ of being GonoBruaU ifi it 
yonng. They look thoiogbtful, cofnplfttn qf.^m 
freight of business, throw out mysterioiis hint% 4o4 
«eem big with secrets which they do not know. Q« 
you, on the contrary, never talk of bus>of»s, but ^ 
^bose with whom you ar^ tp transact i% ; aail Imis 
to seem wku***, and idle, when you have tbe mt^ 
business. Of all things, tlie voUo sdolto, aad ij^ 
peniieri ttrf$Ht are necessary. Adieu* 



LETTER CCLXVI. 

XofMfora, Deetmbtr 80, 0. 3. 1751. 
MY DEAR I1RIEND. 

3R parUamsats are -the oMvts of jastloe ef 
Itestei aad. ane what oar cents of juMee ie 
in^ttiBluteivHall aralwn. Thegr ased eeelHitif ti 
%ll<Mr tk» coert^' and edmletsteip jasike in'tkmpni 
■eaeeef thekiig. Philip toB«lfifatfliM*fl'a» Pet 
riaiby-eoedietfifUOS. ItoeeaistedtttoefbogeMr 
4kmi0i^ wfneh was caUedte tkttmbrt dm prUmttt 
most of the memben being evclteiaaticei hm iht 
aU rt l ip lkH y of bushMss nsede «t;by degrees aeeeela. 
<3r*p.. ca e ate «e^e»ai other c]lk4|iii^m»/- ifcoastoli iov 
efeeaeajfcewiim.^ ' <• 

Xa gP Um f^ Lh m i ikt ti whleb is tb« kIgbeeC ceett ef 

jnatfaM^ aariitvwbkii appeala4ie lh>m H is^et h w i i • 

£ ea efitr c* eea6wM deatttqmitett mVUk w Wtm 

eaneomawtfpleax i(b4 court oeeedM^ain * * ' 

fim- mmn mMit, ' whleb le« tfafreeeUt jbriatwlij 

^ to ear 01d>B« ii»/ ■■# Mi0 



r,; 
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I Hi aw •mtoaU.tweHe parikmgnti in gfiaee ; 

1. Pftils. 

*». Iboldtrie. 

S. Oi<i6noble. 
*' *'-' 4. Bonrdeaax. 

V. Wjon. 

a. Rouen. 

7. Aix en ProvMice. 

8. Keunes en Bivtagne. 

9. Pau en Kavarre. 

10. Meta. 

11. Bole eii Fmnche Comt^. 
IS. Doaay. 

Hiere are three corueils souoeraim, which may 
almost be called parliaments : thej are those of 
Ferpignan. 
Arras. 
Alsace. 

JPm tetslHr.p*ticalM»,.of dMLffrMuth parliameaUK 
read Bcrsontf d* id Roch^'oin dnParitmtiU d€ 
Frmnet^MaA. other authors, who have treated that 
aviUcil eanslitatl«naUy. . But whal wiU he^tUi bM» 
tfli^ ^MonMOBCkiilion itwitfi^peoiOe of senaar and 
kMwladcB* wbe #iU infittm jrom of the parliejater 
•^ifotk Af the aevtral £A<Mi6ret« jttd the hwanflMM 
9i thA impoatiiremrMhanb. m k»prhidau^ l»pr4k 
tidtm» A mtortitr^ (tbeae. list.so called Iron iheif 
tAtHkv^vt^mfB^ Itafed'irUh.ioldX iniM«f«rM«iM 
nguitf^ Im gK^fieiip, ^ pratmwr ginirml, lei 
mwM* g4m4$imm^ Im fmmiiftfh to* ^^|» r«al 
poiAt in diapttto ia« conetraing tho ^^wan of Iho 
pariianktnt of Paris, in nattera of atalB» and >ral*« 
tivBl9-tolh*«Qi#a* '7hi|f|iraitod«octliefiowera«f 
tbastataigawpralof Braaea»ariwatheyiuaed to the 
MPMObM (whkb I«hi^ tfvty hw* «ot baan. aiMB 
th* reign of. XMriOjUIK^ its tho yaarifild^ Hw 
g^ l i da a i w i h ai r |ire| e n rtiaii and aamWet a thwa 
oalf a».c«iVt»ai^slinft* JCwBavMomito be «• 
MMsldooCtbeiiarMaaMiiiUatUa^iMatio*, whidiia 
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wtrj well worth yoor ieqairy. Bat, be- that atit 
will, the parliament of Paris U certaioly h very re- 
spectable bo4y, and much regarded by ttte whole 
kingdom. The edicts of the crowa, especiaUy thoM 
for levying money on the subjects, ought to be re* 
giaiered in parliament: I do not say to have their 
effect, for the crown would take good care of that; 
but to have a decent appearance, and to procure 
a willing acquiescence in the nation. And tiie 
crown itself, absolute as it is, does not love that 
strong opposition, and those adtnirable remon> 
strances, which it sometimes meets with from the 
parliaments. Many of those detached pieces ara 
very well worth your collecting ; and I remember, 
a year or two aso, a remonstrance of the parliament 
of Douay, upon ^e subject, as I tiiink, of the «»i^- 
tieme, which was, in my mind, onei of the finest 
and most moving compositiont I ever read. TItey 
owned themselves, indeed, 101)6 slaves, and showed 
their chains ; but humbly b^ged of hib majesty to 
make them a little lighter, and less galiiog. 

Thettates of France were genn«l aaaamblies oC 
the three states or orders of the kingdom ; the cler- 
gy, the nobility, and the tier§ Hat, that is, the 
people. They used to be called together by the 
king, upon the most important affairs of state, like oar 
lords and commons in pailiuBeat, and oor clergy in 
convocation. Our parttament \A our states, and the 
French parltamenti are only their courts of jostioer 
The nobility oofuisted of all those of noble ev. 
traction, whether belonging to the tmord, or to the 
robe; excepting such as were chosen (which 8ome> 
times happened) by the tien Hat, aa their deputies 
to the states-general. The tien 4tat was tocactly 
oar house of coanitms ; liiat is, the people repre- 
sented by deputies of tb«r own dioosiag. These 
who had the most considerable' places dtuuiantie, 
assisted at those aasemUies, aa commiaBio&ersoB 
the part of the crown. The states met, lortlie fint 
iKoe that I oaa find (I owwi 1^ ti^ mB» <^ kt 
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4$0ft^^^ie r«igB of PlMritooB4* 4M^ when tb^^ 
f<Pit0raMd tbo S«Ue Isw. From th»t time thejr have 
beea Tety fre^iMBtly assembled, sometimos upoq 
Impertpnl octmIom, •» raftking war and peace, re- 
forming aNie^ty ice, another times upon seemingly 
liiffing ones, as eoroaaUons, marriages, Ike, FrancU 
tluB First assembled them ia 15S6, to declare npU 
and void his fismovs treaty of Madrid, signed and 
9ispni to by b4m, during his captivity there. They 
p9w treublesome to the kings, and to their miui- 
ft«rs» and wwe b«t seldom called, after the power 
9t th^ crewn grew ftrong ; and they have never beea 
^fMird of since tlie year ld}5. Richelieu came sod 
abfiflM tbenntioo ; mid Masarine and Lewis iHf 
J«im«ntli rivetted tbe shackles. 

llNnw atiU svibsist >& some provinces of fVancc, 
viigh Me called paii d^Halt, an hinnble local imi> 
ta|tp% ori«thermimiery, of the great e^a^f, asio 
Langtudoe, Bretagtie, &c. They meet, they speak. 
tb«x grumble,. and dnaily sohmit to v^batever the 
king orders* 

ladependettUy of th« intrinsic uUlity of this kind 
of-k^ovladg^ to every man of business, it b a siiame 
for ABy m|«to ^%norafitof it, especinlly relative* 
ly to «4f cowmy be has been long in. Adieu. 
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anr DKAR FHiEwp, ^^ 

T ^l^MM&^f miAdf pr ioatteotioii, ire as grpaft 
•|m «Mm^ to kjmw4»dgc(, as iMapaeity: fsr in 
iru^ jrha(dii(Breacf is these brtvoeo- « man wh^ 
wiU<D»l»i/in4 »iMn who caaoot»'b« i«f»rm«d? ' Tliia 
dii^^esMff o9lf^ that 4he fofwm 4s fmO^ to bt 
bliVDH»d»lb« tetter to be pitied. A«4 yd how me*jr 
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from luiuess, inattention, and incurioasiies9> wiD 
Wt 4a much AS ask for it, much less take the Ie«it 
sains to acquire it! ,._... rj. 

Our joung English traveller generally dutuifwib 
themselves by a voluntary privation of all that use- 
ful knowledge for which they are sent abroad ; and 
yet, at that age, the most useful knowledge is the 
most easy to be acquired ; conversation being the 
book, and "the best book, in which it b contained. 
The drudgery of dry grammatical learning is over, 
tod the fruits of it are mixed with, and adorned by, 
■ the flowers of conversation. How many of our 
joung men have been a year at Rome, and as long 
at Paris* without knowing the meaning and iastitii- 
tion of the conclave in the former, and of die par- 
h^xamt in the latter! and this merely for want of 
asking the first people they met with in those seve- 
ral places, who could at least have given them some 
ge-neral notions of tho^e matters. 

You will, I hope, be wiser, and omit no oppoita- 
nity (for opportunities present themselves every 
hour in the day) of acquainting yourself with all 
those political and constitutional-particulars of the 
IftngdMU and government of France. For instance; 
whfsn you hear people mention U ehaneeUer, er fe 
' garde du aftaux, is it any great trouble for yon to 
a»k, or for others to tell you, what is tlie nature,tbe 
, powers, the objects, and the profits, of those two 
employments; either when joined together, as they 
often are, or when separate, as they are at present? 
"When you hear of a gouvematr, a UeuttnmU de 
roi^ a commandant^ aAd an iniendani of tbe sane 
province, is it not natural, is it not becoming, is it 
not necessary, for a stranger to inquire into their re- 
spective rights and privileges ? And yet I dare say 
^wre are very few Englbhmen who know the differ- 
ence between the civH department of the intend^t. 
md the milkary powers of the others. When yon 
hear (as I am persuaded you must) ever^ day of tibe 
viHgtitme, which is one in twenty, aad coBseqeeat- 
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^ tivt per cent, inquire Upon what tbftt tax is Ifeid, 
ir)iether upon lands, money, roerchancfise, or upon 
all tliree ; how levied ; and what it is supposed to 
.|d^\ice. When you find in boofcs (as you wil! 
Mtaetimes) allusions to particular laws and custoftti^ 
do not rest rill yon have traced them up to their 
source. To give you two examples ; you will mMt 
fn some French comedies, crit or ctameter de haftfj 
Ask what it means, and you will be told tliat it is » 
term of tlie law in Kormandy, and meant citin;, ar- 
testing, or obliging any person to appear in the 
courts of justice, either upon a civil or a criminal 
account; and that it is derived firom d Baoul, wMdi 
liaoul was anciently I>ulre of Iformaady, and a 
prince eminent for his justice ; insomuch, that when 
any injustice was committed, the cry imme«!iately 
XTHs venez dRabult d, Ra&utt which words are now 
corrupted and jumbled into haro. Another, Ic tol 
du chapons tliat is, a certain district of ground im- 
nediately contiguous to the mansion-seat of a fatal- 
ly, and answers to what we call in English demanei* 
It is in France computed at about I60O feet roiind 
the I10US6, that being supposed to be the extent df 
the Capon*s flight from la haau coUr. This tiftte di* 
strict must go along with the mattsion<«eat, how« 
iever the rest 6f the estate may be divided. 

I do not mean that you should be a French law- 
yer; but I would not have you be unacquainted with 
the general principles of their law, in matters that 
occur every day. Such is the nature of their de- 
ibents ; that is, the inheritauce of lands. Do they 
Idl go to the eldest son, or are theyequaily divided 
amon^ the children of the deceased? In England, 
liU lands unsettled descend to the eldest son, as heir 
at law, unless otherwise disposed of by the father's 
will ; except in the county bf K*iil, wlierefa pafrtl. 
*^ularcnst6m prevails, called gavelkind; by whtehi 
if the father dies intestate, all his children divide Ma 
ttuids equally among them. la Oermany, as von 
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know, rU lands that are not fiefs are equally divided 
vnoDg all Ihe children, which riiias those families ; 
^ttt all male fiefs of the empire descend unalirnablj 
to the next male heir, which preserves those 5»mi- 
iies. In France, I believe, descents vary in differ*, 
^nt provinces. 

The nature of marriage-contracls deserves inqm« 
ry. In England the general practice is, the husband 
takes all the wife's fortune ; and, in consideration 
of it, settles upon her a proper pin-money, as it is 
called; that is, an annuity during his life, and a 
jointure after his death. In France it is not so, par- 
ticularly at Paris; where ' la communaut^ de-s biens' 
^ established. Any married woman at Paris Cif 
you are acqu»inte4 toUh one) can inform you of 
all these particulars. 

• These and other things of the same nature, are 
the useful and rational objects of the curiosity of ^ 
man of sense and business. Could they only be at- 
tained by laborious researches in folio books, and 
^orm-eaten manuscripts, I should not wonder at a 
young fellow> t>eiDg ignorant of them ; but as tbey 
are tlie fjreqoent topics of conversation, and to be 
laown by a very little degree of curiosity, inquiry, 
apd attention, it is unpardonable not to know them. 

Thus I have given you some hints only for your 
inquiries ; VEiat de la France, VAlmanach Royal, 
and twenty other such superficial books, will fiimub 
yoo, with a thousaqdmore. Jpprqfbndissfz. 

Uow often, and how justly » have I since regrev 
ted uefIigeoc.es of this kind in my youth ! And bow 
•iften have I since been at a great trpuble to le«r« 
many thingf , which I could th^n have learned with- 
out any ! . Save yourself nov, then, X beg of yoii^ 
Hbftt regret and trouble hereafter. Ask questions, 
and many questions ; and leave nothing till you aif 
|:lw>roogbly informed of it. Such pertinent questiou 
are frr fipom beii^g ill-bred, or troublesome to thos^ 
9f whofu foutk tJ^m : onthacontraiy, thcgrare^ 
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^»(nt comyUme&t to iheir knowledge; Md peopl* 
liAve a better, opioion of ft youog man, when thej 
«ee.hiiB diesic^ua to be MQnB9d. 

I JMVf bs Uat poit .recieWed joni- ttfo letter^ of 
4be Ut end 5th Jaiwaryy V,i^ ,lm fery gl^ tiift 
3r<m hfve been- at aUlitv#«liow* atVersaiitws flrtr 
:qnenb Ite eonrti. I wn epneeive the munMrasf 
the Fnmcb. at the poomeM of, the iire-work»» Vj 
which . they thought their Vios .or> thfir coootiy df^^ 
.fmded ;, and ii> tr«Ui» were things a) i^ays as they 
ahoold bc^ when kings give shows, they ought to b« 
nagaificent. . , s 

I thank you ^ the t^^ d^ 2«r&»r5o<if»e. whieh 
yon intend to send me* and which I. em unpatieak tn 
noeiTe. But pray read it carefully yourself finfi^ 
•nd inform youmeif what the Sorbonne is, by whpa 
i^ondedi and fer what purposes. 

Since you have time* you haMB d«ne ywj w^.tn 
take'an kaliaa and a Oennan natter ; but pray take 
«are t& leaye yourself time raougb for company : for 
it is in QOfnpany only "that ynu can learn what wiU be 
much more useful to you than either llaUan or Get- 
man} I. mean ' la polic«8se» lea manieresj. et les 
graces/ without whinli, as I told, you long ago^ 
nnd I told yon true» ' ogai fatica ^ vana.* Adieu. 

Pray make my complitnonts to Lady Brown. 
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Londorit January 6, 0. 3. 175f . 
MY DEAR FRIE1?D, 

IRECOMMEKDED to yon» in my last* sqme 
Inquiries intn.Uie constitution of that fonmus sn* 
j^ety the JBorbotmci but» as I cannot wholly trust 
to the diligence of these iaquirte»» I will gife yon 
here the outUues of thai estahlishDieDt ; which maf 
possibly excite yen to inform yourself of particulars 
that you ate aofn kporUt to know than I am. 
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135d> fbr ststeen fMXM* sdH^an in dnrMty ; foar W 
each natkm, of tbe iud««tcl^ of <iHiicb It itaate a 
>ait; sine* ttet It mai been moeheaCMi^rd Mdoi. 
rklied» MpeeUUy fty the litatvfitjrMMl |Mi<te «»r OMu 
dkial RksheNea, who mwle k a hMgnMeMtbeUdftit 
ffM> •fz-Md^bir^ doeioi* df thataMlttty-to liVoivt 
b wi i ii whidi, there «r« six profcssoirs «■< 5ffhd»l^ 
of^vioity. This society hath been long taMMMliBr 
tbeotegical knowledge and exerdtatioiis. Thne^oa- 
intemgiUe points are debated widb pMSien, tiMMgh 
tiiey can ne\'er be determined by reason* LiOfteii 
anhUIU ai tet'eominon ^tnse at deflanoa; and Jnya* 
ttnfl retnetisents disfigure and di^oiie Che intfM 
Miaatj and simplicity ot troe natasal rel^ioo f wIM 
i^iaglnatioarfbnn systems, w Md i ireak mtitdi ii<yt 
irapKdtly, and wbi«h MMe aft* reasoii' oppM* in 
vain ; their rtde^ is not strong eaong^ to bn<hMri 
in schools of divinity. Political views sa« <by a* 
tneans neglected in ttiose tacred places ; and>|iiia- 
tioBs are agitated and decided -aocordlaf to the de- 
gree of regard, or rather anbasiasioa, which the 
gbvereigo is pleased to show the cbnivh. Is the 
king a slate to the church, though a tyrant t» the 
lidty, the least resittanoeto his witt stahM he de- 
clared da&inable. Bat if he will not nc ka o w le d ge 
the superiorily of their sfnritnal over his teanporal. 
nor even admit their imperium in imptrio^ wMch 
b the least he will o(Hnpoand for^ it b e comes merita* 
rions, not only to resist, bat to depose him. And 
I suppose that the bold ^peeitioas in the thesis 
yon mention, are a return for the valualion of lei 
hum du Hergi. 

■ I would advlae you. by all means, tvntlietad two 
or three of their puMie disputations. In order to bo 
infbrmed both of tbe manner jmd the Sabatanoe of 
these soholasUc exerclsea. Fray remeaberiofoan 
ail sueh Mnd of tbhigs. Do not pot it off, as one % 
too apt to do things which one knows can be doM 
WTf 4^, or «ny day ; for one efterwvda rtpmm 
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•xlrciMly« iriieft too late, ihe not having done 



. Bnt Ihere is another (so called) nligioiu society, 
of wfaicb Ihe nuDuteat circaawttmce deserves atMft* 
tftwit and faraisbes fjn^ laetter for osefol refleo* 
tton.' Toa eeaily gaeas shfttZ mesa the tecietj of 
it9 MBiBP*- JmMit9$, estiibtished b«i in the year 
JMO,' by a .Bull of Pope Paul III. Its -profnaiw 
•Ml I nay say its vicierieat were more raiad than 
those of the Roamiis; for vithia |he seme centory 
It governed eli Europe ; aod iu tlie next it extended 
Ha iaAaen^ over the whole world. Its founder was 
OD abaodoDed profligate Apaaish oftcer» ignatlns 
Loyola} who, in tlie year lBi&, beiag wounded in 
the ieg at Ihe siege of Fampelooa, went mad, from 
ttio.smartof hi»woaiid* the reproaches of his coa- 
adenoe, andhis^conifiaemaat, during which he read 
the IWes of the saints. Consciousuess of guilt, a 
icry temper, and a wild imagibalion, the coramoa 
iagrediaats of enthusiasm,. made this raadmaa d^ 
vote himself to the particular seniice of the Virgin 
Mary; whose linighfc<errBQt he declared himaalf» in 
.tka very same form ia which the old knights-errant 
to romances used to dectare titemselves the knights 
and champions of cerlaia beaolifnland iacomparable 
piioceasesr whom sometimes they had, but ofteoer 
bad not, seen. For Dulcinea del Toboso was by no 
floeans the first pnoaess, whom her faitliful and 
•valMons knight had never seen in his life. The ei^ 
.thnslaat went to the Holy Land, from whence be re- 
turned to Spain, where he began to learn Latin and 
^osophy at three^aad-thirty years old, so that no 
doubt but he made a great progress in both. Tha 
better to cany oa has mad and wieked designs, he 
chose four disciples, or rather apostles, aU Spaniards, 
^x. Inynes, Salmenm, BobadilU, and Rodiigv^. Be 
tbea composed the rules and censdtniions -of his 
Older; whkh, in the year 1547, was called tha 
Order of Jesuits, from the church of Jesus in Roma, 
vhich was given them. Ignatius died ia 1656, aged 
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iixt^-firci, thirty'fiw yean After hk co m r e ti U m, mi 
sixleen years after the establishment of this sockly. 
Jift-WBB QMtoBiaedSa the year i609, and U donbdw 
mow a aaintin be«ren. 

If the raUgkMS and moral piincqilei of Ais >•• 
«dety aire to be detfested^ as they jostlj are; tk 
wisdom of their poUt&cal priadptes is as jtt»t^ to be 
^nirei). Suspected, coUecCively as an order, of 
the greatest crimes* and conricfeed of maay,' tey 
have cither escaped punishment, or triumphed ^v 
k(-asin France, intiiertifnof HenrylV. They 
iiave, direcUy or indirectly, governed the con- 
edenoes and tim councils of all the Caiiiolic prinoss 
in Enropc^ they alm(»t governed China in tlie reigb 
•f Oang^ii: and they are now actnally in p<ksaeesioB 
-of the Paraguay in Ameiica, pretending, bat pnjing 
nOf obedience to the crown of Spain. As a coilective 
body they are detected even by all the CaiboBes, 
aot exfcepting the dergy, both seenlar and r«g«lar; 
•nd y^ as iadividuab, diey are loved, reapected, 
and they govern wherever they are. 

Tiro things, I believe, chiefly contribote to tlMfr 
snooess. The first, that passive, impKrit, nnUmited 
tibediaiee to their general (who always rendes «ft 
Rome), and to the supeiiois of their several botiaes* 
appointed by him. This obedience is observed by 
them all, to a most astonishing degree; and, I b» 
lieve, there is no one socie^ in tlie world, of wUoh 
eo many iadividnak sacrifice their private interest to 
the general one of the society ItMlf. Tfaeaecond is, 
the ednditien of youth, wliicfa they have in » man. 
nereagmssAd: there ttiey ginre tlie iiot, and the fim 
are the lastiag impressieati those impresaloas are 
always ealcdJated to be.fivoarable to ^e sodely. I 
iiave known many CatlioUcs, educated l>y the Jesuits^ 
who, though they detebted the aoeitiy /nun reason 
and knowledge, hav4 alwa^ remained attaoiied ta 
it from habU and prejudice. The Jeanits know, 
better than adj setof peoptein the world, the in*. 
portasMof the art of ptoasiiv, aiidat«d/itno»»: 
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thejf become all things to all men, in order to gaiot- 
not a few, but many. In Asia, Africa, and America^ 
thej become more than half Pagans, in order to con> 
vert the Pagans to be less than half Christians. Tn 
private iamilies, they begin by inaAoating themselves 
as friends, they grow to be favonriles, and they end 
dirtcton. Their manners are not like those of any 
other Regulars in the world, but gentle, polite, and 
engaging. They are all carefully bred up to that 
particular destination to which they seem to have a 
natural turn: for which reason one sees most Jesuits 
excel in some particular thing. They even breed up 
some /or martyrdom, in case of need ; as the 8npe-«. 
nor of a Jesuit seminary at Rome told. Lord Doling- 
broke : ' £d abbiamo, auche martiri per. il martirio, 
se bisogna.* 

Inform yourself minutely of every thing eoncenK 
ing this extraordinary establishment : go into their 
houses^ get acquainted with indiTiduals, hear some 
of them preacii. The finest preacher I ever heard 
in my life, is le Pere NeufiriUe, who, I believe* 
preaches still at Paris, and is so much in the best 
Qompaoy, that you may easily get personally ac* 
quMUted with him. 

If yon would know their morale read ^schal'a 
Leiirei ProvincicUcs, in which it is very truly die* 
played from their own writings. 

Upou the whole, this is certain, that a society, of 
which so little good is said, and so much ill believed, 
and that still not only subsists, but flourishes, most 
be a^ery able one. It is always mentioned as A 
proof of the superior abilities of the Cardinal Richer 
lieu, that, though hated by all the nations, and still 
more so by his master, he kept his power in spite of 
both. 

I would earnestly wish you to do every thing now, . 
which I wish that I had done at year. age, and did 
not do. Every country has its peculiarities, which 
one can be much better ii^Mmed'of during one*a re. 
tidence there, than, by teading all the boqksio tli« 

VOL.11. a 
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yfuriii •itMwwrd; While yo ijrt in OatlwHe warn- 
lriM» iahrm jonnM ^t M the Idhm ead eereme* 
aiM of thufc Uvdry drartlki see tfieir oonveofto taolb . 
of mea and woawe, knew their Mverai rulee tmd 
orden, ettcM UMir mett remerkabto intamaaiaa, 
hare their temu ef art explaiaed to ya, their 
t^^rce, MMUt nanm, maiimet, v^frm, oMnpHm / 
their k re & imi r t$, romira, keurm^ 9kmpUU, mg mu , 
4e. things that mumf pMple talk of fmm haWt, 
thotiffa few kaov the true meaMiog of mmj eaa 
of them. OaaTcrae with aad study tite eharaeter of 
atoM of these locarcerated e t hai ia ats. 
soiae ]MM<e<ra^ aad see the air ajU « 
reduae, who are a «iistiiiot w > timm th— s s e h r— , •md 
liheaeotbcn 

I dined yesterday witii Bfrs. F "d, her OMtfaer, 
aod hoshiwid. fie is aa athletle R&beraiaa, hawl. 
ioaie itt his persoa. hut excessiively awhwaid mmd 
vttiiM- io his air ead auuiaer. flhe |fM|i4ifd asaeh 
aftsr yoa» aad I thought with iateresc. 1 a n ower ed 
her as a J tf se i w i no shoold dot * Et je j[u4Md yotro 
tmdrMse, vos seiBs» etves-soopirs,' 
' Wkok you pieei with any Btitiih retuniiaf to 
their own country, pray send me hy them any liltio 
kroekAim, ,fiietmm§t thkta^ 40. qui/kmi dm brmU 
0mdmpiMmwdP»^i, >kdieo, ehMd. 



Limdm,JmnmrjfM,0, 3, IfiC^ 
IfY DEAR FEIE^P, 

HAVE you seen the new tragedy of Faron*, tm4 
what do yoa chink of it I iMmm know, for I 
— s d ete rmhi e d to fbrna my taste upoa jrooas. I 

^ Viittea by the i'sooMtr de OroMj aad at that 
Ha e t hegw n f i m iiopiQ of eo«ivnMtoii 1 
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hftr tkH the BitiMtioM and iocMcnts ire ^^eU 
brought oD, %9d the o«ktMtrophe aMxpeeted a&d 
•vrpriataf i but the versM had. I enppeae it U the 
••bjefit of ell the oooveraetioiis at Peris, where both 
vemea iv»4 eien ere judges and oritice of ell tqcb 
performeeoc* : such ooaversetioes, that both form 
4«d improve tbe teste, and vhet the jndgemeat^ 
eie SWKOly preferable to the cooversatioos of owe 
inUed oofnpaniee here; whkb, if theyheppea to 
iMo above bregg end whi»», iafaUibly stop short of 
every thuif either pleasing or instructive. I take 
tbft reason of this to be, that (as eremea geaeraUy 
give the (011 la the ceuversatien) oar EagUsh woesea 
are net aeer so veil Inrormefl and cultivated as the 
Freach; besides, thet they are natunOly more sa. 
limps tad sUeot. 

I could wish there were a treaty made between 
t|» Freooh end the English theatres, in which both 
pertfe* should midce ooasiderabLe eoncessions. The 
J^agUiii oiight to give up their notorious violatioDS 
of all the unities ; and all their massacres, racks, 
deed bodies, and mangled carcases, which they so 
frequently exhibit apoa the stage. The Freneh 
sjtQald eogvgeoo have more action, and less dedv 
mation ; and not to cram and crowd things together 
tp almost a degree of irapesaibiUty, from a too scr»> 
pulous adherence to the unities. The English 
should restrain Uie licentiousness of their poets, 
and Uie French enlarge the liberty of theirs: their 
poeU are the greatest slaves in their country, and 
that is a bold word ; ours are the most tumultuous 
ai»bieoU in England, and that is saying a good deal. 
Under such regulaUons, one might hope to see a 
pley, in which one should not be lulled to sleep by 
the kagth of e monotonical declamation, nor fright, 
ened and shocked by the baiharity of the ectioo. 
The unity of time extended occasionally to thsee ev 
ff>ur days, and the unity of place broken iato, as for 
as the same street, or sometimes tha «ama towH; 
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both which, I trill affinn, are as probable, as foms. 
and>tirenty boors, and the same room. 

More indulgence too, in my mind, diOQld be 
shown, than the French are willing to allow, to 
bright thonghta, and to shining images ; lor thongb 
I confess, it is not very nataral for a hero or a pria- 
oess to say fine things, in all the violence of grief, 
love, rage, &c.; yet, I can as well suppose that, as 
I can that tliey should talk tc^themselves for half am 
honr ; whidi they must necessarily do, or no U a g e <ly 
could be carried on, unless they had recourse to a 
much greater absurdity, the choruses of the an- 
cients. Tragedy is of a nature, that one must see it 
with a d^ree of self-deception ; we most lend o«r> 
selves a little to the delusion; and I am very willing 
to carry that complaisance a little fiurther than tibe 
French do. 

Tragedy most be something bigger than life, or H 
would not affect us. lu nature the most violent 
passions are silent ; in Tiragedy they most speak, 
and speak with d^;mty too. Hence the necessity of 
their being wiiiten in verse, and unfortunately for 
the French, from the weakness of their language, in 
rhymes. And for the same reason, Cato ttie Stoic, 
expiring at Utim, rhymes masculine and feminine, 
at Paris ; and fetches his last breath at London, in 
the most harmonious and correct blank verse. 

It is quite otherwise with comedy, which should 
be mere common life, and not one jot bigger. Every 
character shooid speak opon the stage, not only 
what it woold otter in tlie situation there represent- 
ed, but in the same manner in wRidi it woold ex- 
press it. For which reason I cannot allow rhymes 
in c<Hnedy, unless they were put into the mouth, and 
came out of the mouth, of a mad poet. But it is 
impossible to deceive one's self enough (nor is it the 
least necessary in comedy) to suppose a dull rogue 
of an usurer cheating, oTgro$Jean Uondering, in 
the iinest rhyraea in the world. 
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' As lor operas, they are essentially too' absurd and 
extravagant to mention : I look upon them as a ma- 
gic scene, contrived to please the eyes and the ears 
4it the expense of the understanding; and I consider 
aingiug, rhyming, and chinung heroes, and prin- 
cesses, and philosophers, as I do the hills, tlie trees, 
.the birds, and the beasts, who amicably joined in 
one common country-dance, to the irresistible tune 
of Orpbeus's lyre. Whenever I go to an opera, I 
leave my sense and reason at the door with my half- 
guinea, and deliver myself up to my eyes and 
my ears. 

Thus I have made you my poetical confession ; in 
which I have acknowledged as many sips against 
the established taste in both countries, as a frank he- 
retic could have owned against the established 
church in either; but I am now privileged by my age 
to taste and. think for myself, and not to care what 
other people think of me in those respects; an ad- 
vantage which youth, among its many advantages, 
hath not. It must occasionally and outwardly con- 
form, to a certain degree, to established tastes, <»- 
shions, and decisions. A young man may, with be- 
coming modesty, dissent, in private companies, from 
public opinions and prejudices: but he must not at- 
tack them with warmth, nor magisterially set up his 
own sentiments against them. Endeavour to hear 
and know all opinions: receive them witli complai- 
sance; form yoor own with coolness, and giv£ it 
with modesty. 

I have re<^ved a letter from Sir John Lambert, 
in which he requests me to use ray interest to 
]Mrbcure him the remittance of Mr. Spencer's mo- 
ney when 1^ goes abroad; and also desires to 
know to whose account he is to place the postage 
of my letters. I do not trouble him with a letter in 
answer, since you can execute the commtssion. 
Pray make my compliments to him, and assure him, 
that I will do idl I can to procure him Mr. 'Spencer's 
IS bat that bb mott effectual way will be by 



by Google 



S90 LORD CHBSTEltnELD^S 

If ttsut. Horn, who ate Mr. Sptncvr's twMirt%, and 
who will, vlidMktfdly, have tbeir c^Mlc* lap^tk 
wbom they will givablm Ma credit. As for Use past- 
age of tfa« letters, jovrpafBeaftdmloebcteg pf^tkT 
near tlie same, do jon pay it, over aad akove yowr 
aaxt drabglit. 

ToarrelatioM, the Frioees B***^, wiU sooa be 
witkyov at Paris; far they leave LoiKiM tfala «6(*: 
whonerer yoa eenverse wUh them, t detite it nuiy 
be ia Italiaa, that languafe aot being yet faltaOiar 
eaoogh to you. 

By our printed papers, there seems to be a tort «f 
compttmise becweeii the king and the parliamaot, 
with regard to the affun of the hospitals, by tftUag 
then o«t of the heads of the ArehUshop of rarls, 
aad placing th«m ia Monsltar d*Argen80B*S : if thia 
be trae, that oompromise, as it is called. Is dearly a 
victory on tlie side of tlieeonrt, and a defeat on the 
part of the parliament ; for if the pariiameot bad a 
.rigfat, they had it as mnch to the eKcliisio& of Ilea* 
sienr d*Argtttson as of the ttfdibiBliop. Adieu. 
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London, Mmmy 6, CM. VH. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YOUR criticism of Varon i$ strictly j«st; batia 
truth severe. Tea Fjraach critics seek for a 
foolt as eagerly asl do for abeaaty : you coasidsr 
things ia the worst light, to show year skill, at the 
expease of yoar pleasure ; I view theai ia the beat, 
that I may have aiore pleasims thoagfa at theexpcase 
af my judgement. 'Atroapeartrompearvtdaai*is 
peattUy said ; end, if yon pleaae,y«a may call « Varoa 
aaNonnaad,'an4 'Sostrate, anMaa9ea«,%aiVaatan 
Mormand at demi;* mil consideriag thi tlinmuimmf 
ia the Jigbt of trick apantrteH,Uwwild«hdaib«sdl^ 
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he below the digBity of fch* boftkin, aad fitter for the 
sock. 

Bnt let lu seo if we caaoot bring off thf author. 
TiiO great question upon which all turafe, is to cU»- 
cover aiMl ascotain who CUottice really i». Tliere 
are doubts concerning her iteU ; how shall they be 
eloared i Had the troth been extorted iiroQi Fdron 
(who alone knew) by the rack, it would have been • 
true tragical iUnouement* But tint would j»ft>ba- 
bly not have done with Varon, who is represented 
as a bold, determined, wicked, and at that time dM» 
perate feUow ; for he was in the hands of an enemy, 
who he knew conld not forgive him, wiih. common 
pmdeaoe or safety. The rack would, therefoce, 
have extorted no truth from him ; but he would have 
died enjoying the doubts of his enemies, and the 
confusion that must necessarily attend those doubts. 
A.stratagem is, therefore, thought of, to disoe^«r 
what force and terror could not; and the stratssaBi 
euch as no king or mioisttf would disdain, to got an 
impm-taot discovery. If you call that stratagem a 
tricki you vilify it, and make it comical ; but caU 
that trkk a Uratagem or a meofwrt, and you dig- 
nify it up to tragedy: so frequently do ridicule er 
dignity turn upon one siagle word. It is cobuikm»> 
iy said, and more pairticularly by Lord Shaftesbury, 
that ridicule is the best test of truth ; for that it will 
not stick where it is not just. I deny it A truth 
learned in a certrin light, and attacked in oertabi 
wovds by men of wit and humour, may, and often 
doth, become ridiculous, at least so fur, tbet the 
truth is only remembered and repeated for the soke 
of the ridicule. The overturn of Mary of Hediois 
into a river, where she was half drowned, would ne- 
ver have been remembered, if Madame deVeniuel, 
whosewit,hadnotsaid,Xar«Jne^o<<. Fleasoreor 
malignity often gives ridicule a weight, which it doee 
not deserve. The versification, I most -eoafoss,; is 
too much neglected* and too often bad ^ but, upon 
the whoic, lfea4 tbe ^y with pleasure* 
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If there is bat a great dtel of wit and cha r act ei- in 
yoor new comedj, I will readily compound for Iti 
having little or no plot. I chiefly mind dialdgve 
and character in comedies. Let doll critics feed 
upon the carcasses of plays ; give me tiie taste and 
the dressing. 

I am very glad yon went to Versailles, to see tiie 
cei^emony of creating the Prince de Cond^ cheoaUer 
de Vordrt : and I do not donbt, but that npon tiiia 
ocoasion, you informed yourself thoroughly of the 
iastitatlon and rules of that order. If yon did, yon 
were certainly told, it was instituted by Henry the 
Third, immediately after hb return, or rathw his 
flight, from Poland ; he took the hint of it at Venice, 
where he had seen the original manuscript of an oiw 
der of the St. EtprU, ou dixM eUHr, which bad 
been instituted in 135e, by Lovis d'Anjon, king of 
Jerusalem and Sicily, and husband to Jane, queen 
of Naples, countess of Provence. This order w^is 
under the protection of St. Nicholas de Bari, whose 
image hung to the c(^ar. Henry tiie Third found 
the order of St. Michael prostituted and degraded, 
during the civil wars ; he therefore joined it to his 
new order of the St. Esprit, and gave them both to- 
gether; for which reason every knight of the St. 
£sprit is now called cheoaUerdm ordretduroL 
The number of tiie knights have been differait, but 
ts now fixed to one hundred, exclusive of the to- 
^rdgn. There are many officers, who wear tiie rib> 
band of this order, like the other knights ; and what 
is Very singular is, that these officers ftequently sell 
their employments, but obtain leave to wear tiie Mae 
ribband stiti, though the purchasers of those offices 
wear it also. 

As you wUI have been a great while in lYuee, 
people wiH expect tiiat you Should be aw/)rttof all 
tiiese sort of things relaUve to that country. But 
the history of all the orders of all countries is veH 
worth your knowledge; the subject occurs ofte^ 
and one shmUd not be IgBonntof iV Iwfosrof 
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SMD» sttdi acdd«Bt a» bapfieBe^ toft MHd Dane «t 
r^«^ who, npoQ 8«tix»t f^rdre 4k M. Jfirp?^, said, 
' )|tt»9 8t» Sspnt ebez novs e'est na ^^bamt.' i4l- 
most lil the priaoes in Oermany have their orders 
too, aot dated, iadeed, Irom any important ereiits, 
or directed to aoy great object ; but became they 
wftU have orders to show that they may; as some 
of them, who have the J^i cudeiuUt monet^ bor* 
row ten shHUnge' worth of gold to coin a ducat. 
However, wherever yeu meet with them, inform 
yoursol^ sad miaiite down a Aort account of them : 
they talie in all the ookmrs of Sir Xsaae Kewton*s 
prisms. N. B. When you inquire about them, do 
oot seem to laugh. 

I thank yeo for le MondemerU dt M o mtigntu r 
VArchenique; it is very well drawn, aud becoming 
an archbishop. But pray do not lose sight of a 
much more important object ; I mean, the political 
disputes between the king and the parliament, and 
the kiog and the clergy ; they seem both to be patch- 
ings up; however, get the whole elae to them, as far 
as they have gone. 

I received a letter yesterday from Madame Mon- 
conseil, who assures me you have gained ground 
' du cot^ des manieres,* and that she looks upon you 
to be * plus qu*i moiti^ chemin.' I am very glad to 
bear this, because, if you are got above huf-way of 
your journey, surely you will finish it, and not faint 
in the course. Why do you think I have Uiis affair 
so extremely at heart, and why do I repeat )t so 
often ^ Ts it for your sake, or for mine P Ton can 
^ immediately answer yourself that question ; you 
certainly have, I cannot possibly have any, interest 
iti it : if dieo you will allow me, ^ I believe you 
may, to be a judge of what is useful and necessary 
to you, you must in consequence be convinced of 
the infinite importance of a point, which I take so 
ranch pains to inculcate. 

I hear that the new Duke of Orleans ' a remerci^ 
Vbnsienr de Mdfbrt,' and I believe, ' pas sans 
SC 
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ndson/ having bad obl^tMiona to him ; * nmi» U ^9 
Fa pas remerci^ ea man poli,* but rather rtrnf^tlj, 
* II faut que ce soit un boorra.' I am uAd $00, t^ 
people get Ints of bis father's rag«4f>j way of relics ; 
I wish them joy, tliey will do tbem a great deal of 
good. See from hence what weaknesses human na> 
tare is capable o^ aad make allowances for such in 
all your plans and reasonings^; study the characters 
of the people you have to do with, and know what 
they are, instead of UUnking them what they should 
bf ; address yourself generally to the senses, to the 
heart, and to the weaknesses of mankind, but very 
rarely to their reason. 

' Good'night, or good morrow to yon, according to 
|hc time that you shall receive this letter from 

Tours. 
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LondoTit Ftbruary 14, O. ^ 175S. 
MT DEAR FRIEND, 
K a month's time, I believe, I shall have the plea> 



I 



sure of sending yon, and you will have the plea- 
sure of reading, a work of Lord Bolingbroke\ in 
tw.o volumes octavo, upou The Uu qf Mistory, in 
several letters to Lord Hyde, then Lord Comhury. 
li is nofr put into the press. It is hard to determine, 
whether this work will instruct or please most: the 
most material historical facts, Aom the great era of 
tjie treaty of Munster, are tot|ched upon, accompa* 
nied by the.mosi solid reflections, and adorned by 
all that elegancy of style, which was peculiar to him- 
self, and in wiiich, if Cicero equals, he certainly 
does not exceed him ; but every other writer fidls 
short of him. I would advise you almost to get this 
book by heart. I think yon have a turn to histwy, 
you love it, jmd have a mempry to retain it ; this 
book will teach yon the proper use of it. Some pto- 
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pt» load thdr metnorles, iadtscrhntnat^ty, with lA- 
•lorical facts, as othen do their stomachs with food ; 
«Dd bring out the one, and bring np the other, en- 
tirely erode and ondigested. Yon will find, in Loitt 
BoHngbrolcei's boolc, ap Infallible specific against that 
epideniicMl complaint*. 

I remember a gentleman, who had read history in 
this thoughtless and nndtsUrtgoishing manner, and 
who, baring travelled, had gone througlitheValteline. 
He told me that it was a miserable poor country, 
and therefore it was, surely, a great error in Cardi- 
nal Richelieu to make such a rout, and put Fraoce 
to so much expense about it. Had my friend read 
Hstory as he ought to have done, he would have 
known that the great object of that great ministar 
was to reduce the power of the house of Austria ; 
and, in order to that, to cut off, as much as he 
could, the communication between the several parts 
of their then extensive dominions; which reflections 
would h»ve justified the cardinal to him, in the af- 
Mr of the Valteline. But it was easier to him to re* 
member facts, than to combine and reflects 

One observation, I liope, you will make in read* 
iog history ; fbr it is an obvious and a true one* It 
is, that more people have made great figures, and 
great fortunes in courts, by their exterior accomplish- 
ments, than by their interior qualifications. Their 
engaging address, the politeness of their manners, 
ih^r ^, their turn, hath almost always paved the 
way fbr their superior abilities, if tbey have such, to 
exert themselves. They have been ftivourites be- 
fyn they have been ministers. I n courts an univer- 
lat gentleness and ' douceur dans les m«ileces' is 

* We cannot but obsetve with pleasure, that al 
this time Lord BoBngbroke*s Philosophical Worics 
had not appeared; which accounts for Lord Ches- 
terfield's Tecommending to his«son, in this as well 
as in some foregoing passages, the Uudy of Lord Be* 
llBgbroke'a writings. 
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most absolntely ueccswry: an offended fbol,- or m 
•lighted veUet de chamkre, may, very poas'tbl j, do 
you more hurt et court than ten men of merit can 
do you good. Fools, and low people, are always 
jealous of tlinir dignity; and never forgH, nor fi»r- 
j^ve what they reckon a slight. On the other hand, 
tiiey take civility, and a little attention, as a fiaTour; 
reoieraber, and acknowledge it : this, in my ndnd, is 
buying them cheap ; and therefore thej are worth 
hoyiof. The prince himself, who is rarely the shift* 
lag genius of his court, esteems you only by hear- 
say, but likes you by his senses ; that te, firocn your 
air, your politeness, and your manner of addressing 
him, of which alone he is a judgje. There is a court 
garment, as well as a wedding garment, witboat 
which you will not lie received. That garment is 
.^iSUDoito adoUo: an imposing air, an elegant po- 
Uteoess, easy and engaging manners, universal at- 
centioa, aad iaeinuatiug gentleness, and all those 
'^ Me spBiffUotftliat compose the graces. - 

I am this moment disagreeably interrruplod by a 
letter, not from you, as I expected, Imt Aom a 
friend of yours at Paris, who informs me, that you 
have a fever, which co^nes you at heme. Since 
you have n fiever, I am glad you have prudence 
enough with it to "sUy at home, and take care of 
yourself; n little more prudence mig^t psobaUy 
hava^prevwited it. Tour Mood is young, and con. 
•aquctttly hot ; and you niAuiuily make a great deal, 
by your good stomach, nod good digestion; yon 
flhouid therefore necessanly attenuate and cool it, 
frofti time CO time^ by gende pniges, or by a very low 
4Uet» Ibr two or three cbys together, if yon wouhi 
avoid fevers. Lord Bacon, who was a very great 
]ihystoian, in both senses of the word, hath this 
opherism, in Ids Bssay upon Health, * Kihil nu^is 
■d sanitetem tribuit quan eroiirtf M domestieee pur> 
Catinaes.* By dm m aUt mf ho means those simpjii un. 
oompoonded por^ves whkh every body can sdmi- 
Ulster t9 themselves; such as ienpHeay.strf)»4 
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Ml •emuL, fihewtag » litUe rhttbarb« or dis- 
■•Ivinc ^^^ Mmcd tad a bftlf of nuuiiM ia fair w»ter, 
w^th tiM i«iicc of hal/ a temoo to tnak« it palatable. 
U m m h gentle tuui uAcoAfiiuiig evacuations would cer- 
. talttly ^^TflDt thoM ftverif h attacks, to wlucb every 
bMty stjov a§t w tuliifeci. 

Bj tiM wru/, I do doiirc^ a«d insitt, that whcoever, 

Cram attf UKUvpoM^kOB^^yoa are aot able to vricis to 

me, upon the fixed days. Christian shall ; and gtx'e 

■M atTMc aocOttot bo«r yon are. I do iiot expect 

from liHD tba Cieorouian epistolary stile ; but I will 

c ontt Ptmyseif with tlio Swiss simplicity and truth. 

I hof9 you eatMul your acquaintance at Parts, 

siad frequent variety of companies ; tlie only way 

•f knowiug the world : every set of company differs 

in feOBM particulars ftxMn another ; and a man of bu- 

Mama must, in the course of liis tife, have to do witii 

•U sorts. It is a very great advantage to know the 

langaagrs of the several countries one travels ia ; 

and di£FBi«nt ooapaniea may, in some degree^. be 

eoAsidved as daffereot ftouatriea : each bath its dis- 

tisctive language^ customs^ and manners: know 

liiem aU, and you will wonder at none. 

Adieu, ebild. Take earn of your health; there are 
■• p^aanreB without it* 
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XondM, Btbrmry W, O. 6, 1T52. 
MY PEAR FRIEND, 

N all syeteeae wbetsoever* whether of religion, go- 
tMWMOkk morals, &c. perftetion is the object 
alivays proposed, though possibly unattainable ; hi- 
thtrlo at least, «N<taiftly unattained. Uowevu; 
those wfee aim earefuUy at the mark itself will on. 
<tiiMtkm«blr«oiiie nearsr it, then those who from 
il«ipsto,fesgli|eaoe, or iMlokMe, leave to cbaoce the 
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work of skill. Tliis maxim holds eqviliy tnM im 
common life; thme who aim at perfsctioo wiil^soBW 
infinitelj nearer it, than those despcmdiaf or iBd»> 
lent spirits who foolishly say to themselv«s» M«kody 
is perfect ; perfoction is nnattainablc ; to t^emfittt 
is chimerical; I shall do as well as othiets; whjrtlNB 
should I give myself trouble to be what I aevo' can, 
and what, according to the common ooune of tfaiogSk 
I need not be, perfiedt 

I am very sure that I need not point oot to yo« 
the weakness and the folly of this reaaoning. if it 
deserves the name of reasoning. It wonld diiftno 
rage, and put a stop to, the exertion of anj one of 
our faculties. On the contrary, a man of soiae aod 
spirit ssys to himself. Though the point of pij i fe c t i— 
may (considering the imperfection of our natsn) ke 
unattainable, my care, my endeavours, my attentioa* 
shall not be wanting to get as near it as I can. IwiU 
approach it every day; possibly I may arrive at it at 
last ; at least (what I am sure is in my own power) 
I will not be distanced. Many foda {speaking of 
you) say to me. What, would you have hte petftot? 
I answer, Why not ? What hurt would it do bimer 
me I Oh, but that is impossible, say they. I ra* 
ply, T am not sure of that : perfection in the abatract, 
I admit to be unattainable ; but what is commealy 
called perfection in a character, I maintain to ba at> 
tainable, and not only that, but in every man*s pow- 
er. He hath, continue they, a good bead, a good 
heart, a good fund of kpowle<^e, which will increase 
daily ; what Would you have more ? Why, I would 
have every thing more that can adorn and complete 
a character. Will it do his head, his heart, or kis 
knowledge, any harm, to have the utraoei delicacy 
of manners, the most shining advantages of- air and 
address, the most endearing attentions, and tbemoit 
engaging graces? But, as he is, say they, ba ii 
loved wherever he is known. I am very ^ad of ic^ 
say T ; but I would have him b« liked boAire be is 
known, and loved afterwards. I would bavaUn, 
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by litts fifst oford and tddreas, make people wish to 
know faUn, and inclined to love him : he will save m 
•giwit deal of time by it. Indeed, reply they, yoa 
are too nice, too exact, and lay too much stress upon 
things that are of very littloconseqnenoe. Indeed, re- 
join I, you know very little of the nature of mankind, 
if yon take those things to be of little consequence : 
one cannot be too attentive to them ; it is they that 
always engage the heart, of which the understanding 
is commonly the bubble. And I would much rather 
thai heerred in a point of grammar, of liistory, of phi- 
loeophy, Sec, than in a point of manners and address. 
But a>nsider, he is very young; all this will come in 
time. I hope so, but that time must be while he is 
young, or it will nevw be at all : the right jnfo' must 
bo taken young, or it will never be easy, nor seem 
natual.. Ck>me, come, say they (stibstituting, as la 
frequently done, assertion instead of argument), de- 
pend npon it, he will do very well ; and you have a 
g;reat deal of reason to be satisfied with him . I hope 
and believe he will do well, hot I would have him 
do better than well. I am very .well pleased with 
bim ; but I would be more, I would be proud of him. 
I would have him have lustre as well as weight. 
l>id you ever know any body that really united ail 
tliese talents ? Yes, I did : I^ord Bolingbroke joined aU 
the poUteness, the manners, and tlie graces of a cour- 
tier, to the solidity of a statesman, and to the leam> 
ing of a pedant. He was omnis homo ; and pray 
what slM>uld hinder my boy from being so too, if he 
hath, as I think he hath, all the other qualifications 
that yon allow him ? Nothing can hinder him, but 
neglect of» or inattention to, those objecu, which his 
own good-sense must tell him are of infinite conse-. 
quence to him, and which therefore 1 will not sup- 
pose him capable of either neglecting or despising. 

This (to tell you the whole truth) is the result of 
a controvosy that passed yesterday, between Lady 
Bervey and mysf If, upon your subject, and almost 
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in the very words. I subnit the deokioa of it fta 
yran^lf: let your own goed-teoM dotsnnnM it, and 
ZM«ke yon act in oonstqueace of that dftfiiinalirMi. 
The receipt to malie tliis compodtioa ia ainrt wad ii^ 
falKUo ; bare I give it yon. 

Take variety of Uie best company, ' 
are ; be minutely attentive to every word and s 
imitate respectively tlioee whom jou < 
distinguished and considered for any < 
pllsbment ; tlieo mix all those acveral aeemBpliah* 
meats together, and serve them upyoareelf to othem. 

I hope your ftir, or rather yonr brown Jimniimm, 
is well. I hear ttwik she makes vwy hnndaamo pre>* 
sents, if tike is not so lieteelf. I am toM, there ava 
people at Paris who expect, from tM» secret eo«uMK> 
ien, to see in ttrtie a volume of letters, sopavior ta 
Madame de Graftgny'S PeruxHaa onea ; I lay^D my 
claim to one of the first copies. 

Francis's C6ni€^ bath been acted twioe, with meet 
universal applause ; to-night b bis thted aight, aa^ 
I am going to it. I did not think It woold have sac- 
ceeded so well, considering how k»ng oor British 
audiences bav& been aecustomed to morder, racks, 
and poison, in every tragedy ; bat it affected die 
heart so much, that it triamphied ever habit and pre> 
jttdice. All the women cried, and all the men were 
moved. T^ prcdogne, which is a very good one, 
was made entirely by Oarrick. The epilogue is old 
Cobber's ; but corrected, though not enough, by 
Francis. He will get a great deal of money by it ; 
and, consequently, be better able to lend yoa six* 
pence, upon any emergency. 

The parliament of Paris, I find by fite newspi^ien, 
has not carried its point, concerning the hospitals; 
and though the king bath given up the ar^lnshep, 
yet, as he has put them under the maaagemeat and 
direction du Orand Consea, tlie parliament ia a^aal- 

^ Francis's Eugenia. 
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1y oat of the question. This will naturally pat yoa 
upon inquiring into the constitution of the Orand 
ComeU. Tou will, doubtless, inform yourself, who 
it is composed of, what tilings are dt son retort ^ whe- . 
tiier or not there lies an appeal from thence to anj 
other place ; and of all other particulars, that may 
give you a clear notion of this assembly. There afe 
also three or four otiier ConseUa in France of which 
yoa oaght to know the constitution, and the objects : 
t dare say you do know them already ; but, if yoa 
do not, lose no time in informing yourself. These 
things, as I have often told you, are best learned in 
various French companies ; but in no English ones : 
for none of our countrymen trouble their heads about 
them. To use a very trite image, collect, like the bee, 
your store from every quarter. In some companies 
Cparmi lea fermiers gen^rauz nomm^ment') yoa 
,m^, by proper inquiries, get a general knowledge, 
«t least, of U$ ^t^ekres des finances. When you are 
•with des gens dt rohe» suck them with regard to the 
constitution, and civil government, etsicde cateris. 
This shows you the advantage of keeping a great 
deal of dififerent French company; an advantage 
much superior to any that you can possibly receive 
fit)m loitering and sauntering away evenings in 
■any English company at Paris, not even excepting 
Lord A*—'*B. Love of ease, and fear of restraint 
(to both which I doubt you are, for a young fellow, 
too much addicted), may invite you among your 
countrymen : but pray widistand those mean temp- 
•tations, et prtnezsur 9ous, for the sake of being ia 
those assemblies, which alone can inform yoor mind, 
and improve your manners. You have not now 
many months to cmitinue at Paris : make tiie most 
of them : get into every honse there, if you can ; 
extend acquaintance, know every thing and every 
body there; tiiat, when yoa leave it for otter 
places, you may be au faitf and even able to ex« 
plain whatever yoo may hear mentioned concero* 
ipgit. 
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LETTER CCLXXm. 

Lmdon, March Z, O. ^. 17&t. 

Mr DEAR FRIBKD, 

WHER^BOUTS ara 700 ia AriMto ? Orlisve 
you gone through that most iogeakms contax- 
turejpf irath and Ues» of aerioiu and extravagaat, of 
knight&^rraat, magiciani, and all that various 11M1&- 
ter» which he atinouaces in tlie beginning of bit 
poem : 

Le Donne, t Cavalier, I'arme, gli ansori, 
Le Gortesie, l'auds«i imprese io canto. 

I am bj no means sore thst Homer bad anperior 
invention, or excelled more ia description than Ari- 
osto. What can be more seducing and voluptuoos, 
than the description of Aldna's person and palace i 
What more ingeniously extravagant^ than the sesreh 
made in the moon for Orlando's lost wits, and the 
account of others people's that were found there ? 
The whole is worth your attention, not only as an 
ingenious poem, but as the source of all modern tales, 
novels, fables, and romances ; as Ovid'a lletamor- 
photps was of the ancient ones j besides tiiat« when 
you haye read this work, nothing will be difficult to 
you in the Italian language. You will read Tasse's 
GicruBatemnUf and Ui« Decfimerone di Boccmecio, 
with great faciii^ afterwards ; and, when yon havt 
read these three authors, you will, in my opinioa^ 
have read idl the works of invention, that are worth 
reading in that iaoguage ; though the Italians would 
be very angry at me for saying so. 

A gentleman should know those which I call clss- 
sical works, in ^very language ; such as Boileao, Cm^ 
neille. Racine^ Moliero, 9cc. ia French ; MUton, Dry. 
den, Pope, Swift, &c. in English; and the three SHthfln 
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•bove-HMutioAed \xk Italiaa : whether yoa b«re aay 
such M Germaa, I »in not quite sure, nor, indeed, 
em I inquMiitive. These sort of books adorn ibe 
mind, improve the fanej, are frequentlj alladed to 
hy, aad are often the subjects of conversations of, the 
best companies. As you have hmguages to read, and 
mecnorjr to retain them, the knowledge of them is 
very w«dl worth the lillle pains it will cost you, and 
wiU enable you to shine in company* It is not pe- 
dantic to quote and allude to them, which it would 
be with regard to the ancients. 

Among the many advantages which you have had 
in your education, I do not consider your knowledge 
of several languages jm the least. You need not 
trust to translations : you can go to the source : you 
can both convettennd negotiitte with people of all 
nations, upon equal terms ; which is by no means 
the case of a man, who converses or negotiates in a 
language which those with wltoro he bath to do know 
iBMCh better than himself. In bosiness a great deal 
may depend upon the force and extent of one word ; 
•ad, in eonvefsatioo, a moderate thought may gain, 
or a food one lose, by the proprie^ or impropriety, 
the elegancy or inelegancy, of one single woi d . As 
therefore you now know four modern languages 
weU, I would have you study (and, by the way, it 
will be very Uttie trouble to you) to know them cor* 
rectly, accurately, and delicately. Read some little 
books that treat of them, and ask questions concern* 
ing their delicacies of those who are able to answer 
yon. As for instance, should I say in French; * la let- 
tre que je vous al ierttt or, * la lettre que je vous ai 
icriUf in which, I think, thd French differ among 
themselves. Thece is a abort f rench Grammar by 
the Port Royal, and another by Pere Buffier, both 
which are worth your reading ; as is also a little 
hook cidled ' les' Synonimes Francois.* There are 
books of that kind upon the Italian language, 
into some of whidi I would advise you to dip : pos- 
siblf ibe German Inogiaf* ipay havo somekfaiDg «' 
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the SHIM sort ; and since you already speak it, the 
more properly you speak it the better: one would, I 
tiiiok, as far as possible, do all one does correctly 
and elegantly. It b extremely engaging to people 
of every nation, to meet with a foreigner who hath 
taken pains enough to speak their language correct- 
ly : it flatters that (bcal and national pride and pre- 
judice, of which every body hatli some diare. 

Francis's Eugenia, which I will send you, pleased 
most people of good taste here : the boxes were 
crowded till the sixth night ; when the pit and gal- 
lery were totally deserted, and it was dropped. 
Distress, without deatli, was not sufficient to affect 
a true British audience, so long accustomed' to 
daggers, racks, and bowls of poison; contrary to 
Horace's rale, they desire to see Medea murder her 
children upon the stage. The sentiments were too 
delicate to move them; and their hearts are to be 
taken by storm, not by parley. 

Have you got tlie things, which were taken from 
.yon at Calais, restored ? <md among them the little 
packet, which my sister gave you for Sir Charles 
Hotham I In tiiia case, have you forwarded it to 
him ? If you have not yet had to opportunity, you 
will have one soon; which I desire yon will not 
omit ; it is by Monsieur d'AiUon, whom you will see 
in a few days at Paris, in his way to Geneva, where 
Sir Charles now is, and will remain some time. 
Adieu. 



LBTTER CCLXXIV. 

London, March 5, O. S. 175«. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

A 8 1 have received no letter from you by the usual 

.^*- post, I am uneasy upon account of your health ; 

for, had you been well, I am sure you would have 

Hvitton, aecordittg to your engagement^ and my re- 
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q«iisitioQ. Yon h«ve not the least ootkni of any 
care of your health ; .but, though I would not have 
you be a valetudhiarian, I must tell you, that the 
best and most robust health requires some dcigree of 
attention to preserve. Young felloes, thinking they, 
hare so much health and time before them, are very 
apt to neglect or.lavish botii, and beggar tliemselves 
before they are aware : w4iereas a prudent teeonooiy 
in both would make them rich indeed ; and, so far 
fkY>m breakii^4n upoq their pleasares^ would improve;, 
and almost perpetuate them. Beyouwisei; and^ 
before it is too late, manage both with care and fru- 
gality ; and Uy out neither, but upon good infeesest 
mxd security. 

I will now confine myself to the employment of 
your time, which, though I liave often touched upon 
it formerly, is a subject that, from its irapmtancet 
will bear repetition. You have, it is trde, a great 
deal of time before you ; but, in this period of your 
life, one hour usefully employed may be worth mcnv 
than four-and-twenty hereaft^': a minute is precious 
to you now; whole days may possibly not be so'forty 
years hence. Whatever time you allow, or can 
snatch for serious reading (I say snatch, because 
company and the knowledge of the world is now 
your chief object), employ it in reading of some one 
book, and that a good one, till you have finished it; 
and do not distract your mind with various matters^ 
at the same time. In tliis light I would recommend 
to you to read touU de tuite Grotius de Jure Btili 
Mt Pads, translated by Barbeyrac, and PuffendorfiTa 
Ju9 Ctentittm, translated by the same hand. Fot 
accidental quarters of hours, read works of invention, 
wit, and humour, of the best, and not of trivial au« 
thors, either ancient or modern. 

Whatever business you have, do it the first mo- 
roent ynu can ; never by halves, but finish it witliout; 
interruption, if possible. Business must not be 
sauntered and trifled with ; and you must not say ta 
U, as -Felix did to Paul, * at a more convenient tea- 
ipn I will speak to thee/ The most conven^Mifc 
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a«Moa for taflnMS U tlM flm; hut sUndj vmA hmA 
mttm la Mine mmsuto fm&t oat tholr ewa timos to 4 
OMUi of 8«oM ; thoe i» oiueli oftcner »qiHu>4ef«i 
mwwf in the woag oboice aad improper metlMMb of 
■moMmeot sad pleatoree. 

' IfeajF pMp^ tblnlt tl^^t they ere io plensiires, pre- 
yiUnd they nv oeftlier in tHuiy uer in iMMioeM. 
HotMo^ tike It ; Ihey ore doing nothing, and migM 
jwtt u* well be asleep. They contract hobitades 
from loilnew, end tbey only frequent tJNiee place* 
#hf«« they are free from all rettraints and attca* 
ttena. Be upon yom' guard against thb idle pre- 
Outon of time; and Jet every plac« you go to 
be either the scene of quick and lively pieasares, 
e» tiie school of year improremrats : let every com- 
pany 70U go into either grati/y your senses, extMMl 
your Icuoffrledge, or reioe your manners. Have 
■Doie decent object of gallantry iu view at sooie 
places^ frequent others where people of wit end 
taste assemble ; get Into others, where people of su- 
parlor r%ak and dignity «oromami respect and atten« 
lien fram the r^t of th^ eompany ; but pray frequent 
no nomrat places, from mere idleness and indelfoce. 
HoCMog forms a young man so much as being used 
be keep respectable and superior company, where a 
constant regard and Attention is necessary. Itia 
true, this is at first a disagreeable sute of restraiot; 
tmt ft soon grows habitual, and consequently easy; 
and you ore aotply paid for it, by the improvement 
yon make, and tiie credit it gives you. What you 
said some time ago waa very trae, coueeraing It 
9ulai$ Maijfal t to one of your age the situation is 
dissgreeable enough: you cannot expect to be much 
taken notice of: but all that time you can take no- 
tice of others; observe their manners, decipher 
their characters, and Insensibly you will become 
o»e of tfieeompaay. 

AU litis I went through myself. When I was of 
your age, I have sate hours in company, without 
beiag tnkea the least notice of; but then I took ne. 
tfeeof tham. and learned, in their eompoay, how to 
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b0hmm iHyweif better in the next, till by degrees I 
became part of the beat comfMuiles myaeif. B«t I 
took great eare not to lavish away my time hi thos# 
oMKpauiea nhere there were aeltiier quick pieatwres, 
nor utefol im^vemeatt, t& be exjtected. 

Sioth, iodoteoee, aad moUaat, are pemiciovs, and 
ttoheeemiDg a yoang fellow; let them be your rMu 
murct forty years heoce at soonest. PetemUne, at 
all events, ^d however disagreeable it may be to 
ypu in some respects, and #or some time, to keep ther 
most distinguished and feshionable company of th« 
plaee you are at, either for d»eir rank, or for their 
laanung, or ' le bel esprit at le gout.* This gives yo« 
credefitials to the best eempaaies, wiierever ye» go 
.afterwards. Fray, therefore, ne indolence, no laal^ 
BOSS ; but employ every minute of your lifo iu acti^ 
pleasures, or usefol employments. Addt«ss youi^ 
self to some woman of fashion and beauty, whereWr 
yott are, and tiy how for that will go. 1/ the place 
be not secured fkefor^and, aadgan4soned,nfale times 
in tea you will take it. By attendons aiid respeet, 
you may always get into the highest company i and, 
by some admiratien and applauee, «4i«^ermerttad et 
Bot, you may be sure of being welcome among <ies 
sf avants et lei beaux esprtts.* There are bul these 
three sorts of company for a youag Mlow; there 
being neither pleasure nor profit in any other. 

My uneasiness wfth regarid to youi[ healtli is this 
moment removed by your letter of the 8th, N. S. 
which, by what accident I do not know, I did not 
receive before, 

I long to read Voltaire's Bjome Sauvie, which, by 
the very faults that your teoere critics find with it, I 
am sure I shall like ; for I will at any time give u^ 
a good deal of regularity for a great deal of btit- 
tant; and for t^-briUmnt, surely, nobody is 
equid to Voltaire. Oatiliue's ooaspiraoy is an un< 
happy subject for tragedy ; it b too single, and gives 
■e opportunity to the poet to excite any of tha ten- 
der passions { tiiB whole is oaa ieteaded act of her* 
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tor. Cr^billoa was sensible of this defect, and ta 
create another interest, most absurdly made Catiline 
Ia love with Cicero's daughter, and her with him. 

I am very glad you went to VersaiUes, and dined 
witl) Monsieur de St. Contest. That is company 
tK> learn < les bonnes manieres' in ; andit seiems you 
had ' les bons mor^eaux' into the bargain. Though 
you were no part of the king of Fnraee^s conversa- 
tiOB witli foreign ministers, and probably not much 
entertained with it; do you think that it is not very 
useful to you to hear it, and to observe the turn and 
manners nf people of that sort i It is extremely useful 
to know it well. The same iu the next rank of people, 
•ucU as ministers of state, &c. in whose <»mpany» 
though yQu cannot yet, at your age, bear a part, and 
consequently be diverted, you ^wili obsen^ and 
learn what hereafter it may be necessary for yon to 
act. 

Tell Sir John Lambert, that I have this day fixed 
Mr. Spencer's having his credit ofKm him; Hr. 
iloare had also reoommended him. I believe Mr. 
Spencer will set out next month for some place iu 
France, but not Pans. I am sure he wants a great 
deal of France, for at present he is most entirely £n> 
(li«h; ^d you know very well what I ttaak of that. 
And so we. bid you heartily good*oigfat. 

LETTER CCLXXV. 

London, March 16, 0. 8, 175f . 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

HOW do you go on .with the most useful and most 
necessary, of ail studies, the study of the world? 
Do you find that you gain knowledge; ? And docs 
your daily experience at once extend and. demon- 
strate your improvement ?. You will possibly ask i^e 
how you can judge of thai yourself. I will tell yea 
a. sure way of kuowio^t £xa9u»e yqura«lf» and mo 
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mimtian yo«riiottmis«f th« wovU are dMBftdv kjr 
espoience, from what theywer« tvoyMnigvki 
tbeory ; for that atone is one faivoiirablc lymptem ef 
iropmveinent. Attbatag»<Xj«meaberill«mys«IO 
mwry notion that one forma is erroaeeos ; eaeJuMll 
«ee> few medals, atad those homo! the Mtl^ te Amvi 
«Be's*self upon. One thisks tba« evevy tUsf is t4 
be carried by a|nrit and vigoar} that* art is mean* 
aeas, a»d that versatility «nd comphdsance are Che 
vefnge of pttsillanimity and weakness. This most 
WMtaken opinion gives an indeHeacy, a iruffwerie, 
atod ronghness lo the manners. Fools, who can 
never be oodeceivf d, retain them es long as they 
live ; reflection Wh a little esperienee^ makes mett 
•f sense siiake them off soon. When they eome to 
be n little better acqwdated with- tkemselves, and 
witli their own speeies, they diseower, tbet plain 
right reaaon is» nine times in ten, the frttersd an4 
' ahnekied aUcodantof the triumph of the heart and 
the passions; consequently, they address themselves 
nine^lteies in ten te the conqueror, not to ther «ieik> 
qnered; and com)uerees» yon knew, mosfie'epi^liedl 
eo in the gentlest, the most engaging; and Che moic 
Kfjiwating manner. ' Heve you found out lhi« 
evety woman is folallibly l» %e gaiMd 1»y evei*f fi»r« 
of flattery,) and every man by one sort or ethe^ 
Have yoto dftscovcred what variety of llNte ^iuglf 
offset timliean, and hvwsotelythey «t>tlMtlrelygsiki^ 
i«? If you hnve, yen have made some progress. T 
i ^ e ul d t i i a man*vkwHdedf<i^f die iittrld, as I wouM 
n acfaoobboy's kawrledge of g er ae e ; not by maikihf 
Jdmeonscrue < MaMtn* atnvis edlte regibus,' wbiell' 
)ier oooia- do in tho line ttrm f bnt by MaminlMjr 
hisa as to the delkncy and ^mrioimfakfUai hf «h«r 
poet; A man reqnirrs veiy little knewled^ end 
espeiienee of ihe'wevid, to flnderttand glariQ#, 
high o o tew rsd, dnd de«Med ehtfratiten ; they ere but* 
ftw, aadtheyeirlkeattrst! botte disifhgui^ the^ 
nlmoelimperci^blli thades, and Ibe nir« |rada«toM ' 
of. viitae wU vk«, sense atid Ml^ strengCh efi^ 
VOL. II. T 
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weakness^ (of which characters are commonly coisi 
posed) demands sorae experiences, great observation, 
and minute attentioa. In the same cases most peo- 
ple do the same things, but with this material differ- 
ence, upon which tlie success commonly turas;— A 
man who bath studied the world knowa when to 
time* and where to place them ; be haith analyied 
the diaracters he applies to, and adapted his address 
and his arguments to tliem ; but a man of what 
is called plain good sense, who hath onlj reasoned 
by liimself, and not acted witli mankind, mis-times, 
mis-places, mos precipitately and bluntly at the 
mark, and foils upon his nose igi the way. In the 
common manners of social life, every man of common 
sense hath the rudiments, the A B C of ciTility ; lie 
means not to offend, and even wishes to please ; and, 
if he hath any real merit, will be received and. toler- 
ated in good company. But that is far.ftom being 
enongb; for, though b^ may be received, he will 
never be desired; though he does, not ofiond, be 
will never be loved;. but, like some little, insignifi- 
cant, neutral power, surrounded by gres^ ones, be 
will neither be feared nor courted, by any; but, by 
turns, invaded by all, whenever it is their interest; 
a most contMnpiible sitoation t Whereas, a man who 
bath carefully attended to, and .experieooed, (he 
various workings of tbe.beiirt^ and theaitificat of 
tiie headi and who, by Mi» skade caa-ti»ca tbepn- 
gressioo of. the whole colour; who can* at th« pro- 
per times, employ all tl)9 several . means: of fienuad- 
ing the understanding, and «B|^ging.the heart; 
may and will have enenaeti.^t'will and must 
have friends : he may be oppMrd> but the will be 
supported too; his talents moy excite the jeatonsy 
of some, but bis engaging atts wiU make htm beloved 
by many more; he will be oonaidenblft^ he will be 
considered. M^ydifierentqAudi^tiobsmaatcea- 
apire to foim such a man; aM».to m«ke him at once 
respectable and amiable, tbe least must be joined to 
the greatest; the latter wouki.bt uitaviuliBg, witlioat • 
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I9i» JblnMr ; -and tike fbnifer woaM bo Aitile Mid firi- 
^^^Motts, wkhoiitth* hAtsr. LearaSnf i«M:i)«iii«4^b3r 
rdtdinf l)6dk»; init the raedi^ now i>eMss«»y 
l9ari&ag» the IciKnrledge-of tke w<l*ld» it oady tb 
. l^-vccruired hy reediOfp men'Md «tu<lyiiif eU Ihe 
VarioMedHieBs of them^' Many words in evory 
leng«ag[e we generatty tboegheto be ayne aymw i a ; 
imt those who study the laagoa^ attentively -wfit 
ited, that ^lere is no such thing ; they iHH discotver 
SMse little difference, tome distincttoa betwven aU 
tlfose words that are wlgarty called syncikiyniOtte ; 
^Mie hath aHrays more en^y, extent, ordelicaey» 
th4n another: if is^^aame wfth^mra; alt are in^Cb 
tieral, and yet no tw(» in ptrtieiibir cxaetly, alike. 
Jhfm who have notaeeurately aiodiedr peipet«aUy 
nittalce tlitm; Aey do not disoim the staadet^and 
^fadftti^ns dwt distitagrnisli charaetert tecmtegly 
«Blce. Gompma jr various company, it the only 
•ehook Ar this kaewledge. Ton ought tg> bm^bf 
this-tinet at least in tbe third foftt of that school, 
{roB»'«]kcMa«herise to the upfyeraiost is easy and 
^puxk I bttt tlien you mustJiave appltcationend vi> 
Viwity; aad yea mutt not enlj^bear with, but even 
jffdc^ fetMifit is^ott companlet, instead of stagnait' 
ing hr eM or two dnlyy whert indotonte and love of 
•tiM may^ladulged. ^ 

In flM^fUNi which J gave you in my teste, for yonr 
AiteremdtU^nak Ilbi<get^ teU you, that, if a king 
wftbe Remaat should be elMsen this* year, yeothaU 
cerCtil^ybe«tthateteetion4 aades, upon tteseoc- 
eastent, all ttraugen are exfllMied ftem:the pdaoe of 
Che eleeiioa, eaeept sush as betong to tome embas- 
sador, I have already eventually secured you a place 
in-the JKtte of the Iteg's eleetoral ambassador, who 
wfH be sent npoa that account to Frankfort, or wher- 
averMtetfaewleotiMimaybe. ThiswiUnotot^ secure 
ye« a tight oftfie shew, tatmiEnowledgeof the whole 
tAti^i ^ttidi^is ttkaly to be a contested one, Jrom 

i.M>i. e.{EhaUaltflrtsiDlsiiBg. »■ 
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tteoppoMtonofsowtol t»ael— to w, Midth»pftttBiti 
^s9m«oftbf pfSMwoCtbetrapir*. Tbti >loctio«, 
iirthef«Uoo«, wili, w mj opimoa, teaMMaonhte 
•TKiMthf history of tbefimpirtt; p«a»aklMat,if oat 
9WfrcU, will b»4rMm; ttd ink, if aot blood, will 
bo ptentif^y •had, by the •oniradiac partki la 
^nt dispute. Duhag tii« ftmj, joa may aacaiaiy 
^imdar» and add to your praaeot stock af kaov> 
Mc* oC «ba «i«« pablieaili iaipariL' The cattrtaf 
9n9^ bach* I ioi toM, -appointed le P fr^ aid aa t 
Qgiar, a fluaoT giaat abilities, to go imm a d iatel y to 
lUtisbaa, 'powyaoaAtrladiacorda.' Itaraseba 
a«iiad» that Franca hath al«a|| prafitad ahyfafiy 
of iu haivkkt gaaraatiad the traa^ of Ifanaiia; 
whiah hath gtwto iH a oaastaaC pie t eac e to Urat 
kaalf into the aAifs of thea mpU e w Whan Ihenca 
gat Abaos yioMad by taaa^, it «as ^paky adUhig ta 
bcvabaldiiasaiaf of thamnpire; ba» the esspira 
was Iben wiacr. fivery po«rcr ahonM %e vary tar^ 
Ad not to gii« tin least prstfaoab tB-a nai gh banria g 
power tomaddikwifth the aiairs af its intotian 
«wa«SD bath alraady felt the eActe of tlmcaaslBa^ 
aaUing hertalf gnatanhsa of tts- p i u aa a t Anm «f g» 
>ssi>MaiH. in rtmsnuaanrp of thntmaTj-nf Tfanntnrtl[ 
aeafiMMd «fterwa»ds hy 4hat of Aba ; tbaagfa, la 
trath, that goarantee was rather o p soa ii l o» aghast 
fbDasia*h Htlaaiplkag tovltay the than nafP^ftaMirited 
1mm af g ga e tf a mawt ingwadiHw than any fight |l *tn 
ta JUNiirto- hinder' thO'Swadns'llmni aoMUMiag 
^rtit #P«n af g qeans an m they yleaaad» mand^fleai 
both, ifyoaeawgatllMni. Adleift 
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MY DEAR FRIEND. 

RECEIVE this moment yoor letter af the l^lb^ 
N . S. witU ibe facloMd pUeM reUttre to the pn- 
Mnt4iispu(e between tih« kiiig«Ad the pitfliMMBt. 
I »hal\ Tetura them bj Loril HtutiiiiidoB, wlKra ytm 
will soon MO M Pwis* ftn4 wbo viU UkewiM carry 
you the fnece, irhich 1 forgotia meklBf up the packet 
l^entjAM by.tbe Spimtsh eroboeia4or. The ttpr^ 
•en i at io a «f fcbe .parliament is vary vett duawni • •«•» 
vitev i» mode, forfcit^r ib f»»' They ceU the king wry 
rfftpaotfollj^ that -in a ecrtain cai% * Vrhioh tfaay 
alMHild thiikk it cruniual to auppoBe^' lh«y -wonltlnot 
obey. him. Thit halb b teftdMtcy tm whab wn call 
here rbvolBtkoii>pri*ciplet. 1 do not know what th« 
l4ord'» anointed, ln» Ticegareat npan earth, diviaeiy 
app(»ated by him, and acoownfcabie to ague b«t him 
for hi^. aotioatf will eitfier thnk or do^ npoa theao 
tyiaptomaof raasqnand good eenee, which aeem tob« 
bniakiBf .oat all over Franea: but thia I fon>sae, that, 
be fqgra the end of thia ecatory, the trade af both 
king and pri^at will not be half so good a one aa it 
hae bof^ D« Gloa, in bit reflettioM, hath obeervad 
and very tmly, * ^'il y % lui ferme de raisen qnl 
eommence 4 se d^velopper eft France}' a divdcppe^ 
ment that most prore fktal to rtgal and papal pre* 
tahsions. Pradence may, in many cases, recommend 
an oceafiooal enbmifflion to either ; but wi»en that 
iffikoraoce, upon which an impUcit fisith in both 
oould only be f*«nd#d» is onee removed, God*t 
vioAferant, and Ghtiat'e vicar, 1^1 only be obeyed 
and Nikted, as lac as what the one orders, -and th« 
atfaer saya, is cohfecmAble ta reason and to truth. 
.1 al» veiy glad (te mm avnifar tspreMito) thbt 
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«M;I«Bi«veitUtlMliiceK«rt«^t«tcDpM. 9»«f 
leave off eelitoly yoer gree^> iieawy jHHij, te 
cnams^iiii indigestible dumpliQgs; end tftaKjea 
need sotooliine yoweelf to tviiiU nmits, 'vUch 1 4» 
sol take te betee jet wtelenmcrtkafe bedv aattno^ 
«kd pertridge. 

'.¥ekaire' amt ne, from Berlin, his Ifistofy rf» 
3Me^ ^ XeMirXlV. It ceme et e Tery pfopev 
time ; Lord BoUagbroke bed jost teogbt me bow 
Usttuyehottld be read; Voltrire abows nie how it 
rtweld b» written. I am sensible that it wiU meet 
with; nbBost es manj'ciitks as ^eadeis. Yeitatra 
most be- eriticiBed^; besidee, every man*e ftftutJln 
isaetadied; Ibr every pi^^ndiee ie evpneed, and 
par prejadkMsare oar miitiesssi-; r eseoa is-at best 
onr wife» very (rfton iieard indeed, b«t seldem 
minded. It is the history of the fanman vnder- 
stuidioff writl«D t^ a man of part^ fcr tlie nse 
of men of parts. Weak ndods will not fike it, 
even thoogh they do not ondemtand it; which i« 
commonly the measore of their edftiration. Dtdl 
ones will want those miante and vnintsreeting da* 
tails, with wfaieb most other histories ana iar—ii 
berad. He tells me all -I want- to know* aad a«> 
thing more. His refleetiens are fhart, j«Bt» aaA 
pDedttce others ia his readers. n«e from religi- 
oos, philoeo|)hical, politieal, and national yn^ 
diees, beyond any historiaa I ever met with, be 
relates aU those matters as tmly, and as imfiar- 
tially, as eertaki regards^ which urast idwaye be to 
some degree observed, wtU allow him; fbraneaeee 
plainly, that he oAen says mncb less than he wo«M 
teyif be mighL He hath. made me mnch b^Etee 
aeqnainted with the times of LewirXiy-thea the 
innomeraUe volames which I had read eaald do^ 
and heth suMMled thie refleolion tome^wbW^I 
had never made belore>»His veniCy^ nor his bnew^ 
ledge, made him eoeoorage al^ und iatoednee maar* 
eitsawlscleM^sinhlacomstfy. m^frnMn^ 
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' XITTIBB TO HIS 90K 410 

iBMBBer th« bimifts 'imdantaMBBf in Tnibetit and 

.hRMightitt»k»titmiMtperfeettoa; hi^agt •qvuiUe4 

in all, tmA fraatlj exceeded in many tldngs^pardeA 

■M/^pedanto!) tlie.AiiguiUn/ This wa» sreatand 

«aj^ ; bnt still it might be dene, bj the enttvrage- 

Biait» the ap p laa ae , and the rewaid** of a vaio^ 

libend, and magnificent prince. What is madi 

I— rti luipiiiing is, that he stopped the opentions 

■«f the: human mind jast where he |deased; and 

•MMmed to say ** thvs far shalt thou go, and no Ihw 

^er.^ For, a Ugot to Ids religion, andjaakms of 

•Us power, free and rational thongfat open etttaer 

never entered into a French Jiead daring his feign f 

^nd 4he gceatest geaiases that oyer any^age pni» 

•daoKdmmer entertained a doubt of the divine right 

Of ^ngs^ or the in&UihiUty of the cfanceb. Poelt, 

.ocaton, and phihisopbers, ignorant <tf their natnnd 

vlgfala, dierished their chains; and Uiud actim 

fttith-tiinmpbed, in those great minds, over, silent 

-sind passive raason. The reverse of tlds seems now 

to be the case in France r reason opens itself; teMgr 

and invention fide and decline. 

' I will send you a copy«f this histosy by Lord 

Uuatingdoo, as I dunlc it very probaUe that it is 

jiot aUowed to be published and sold at Paris. 

Xlmy lead it more than once,* and with attention, 

psanioularly the second volume j wlaieb coatainB 

abort but very clear accounts of many very i»> 

.mestiog things which are talked of by every body, 

vtl^gh ^irly uodefstood -by very iSow. Theru 

are two very puerile alfoctations, which 1 wish this 

book had been free from; the oneis» the total 

eubversioo ofall the old established Bpencb ottboi. 

grapby j the otheriSk the not making use>of an^ 

fine eapital letter tbroufcheuttho whole bookgsasspt 

at tbe beginning of a paragraph. It offands mf 

eyes to see roase, paris,^ fiunee, esMarylienry the 4tlH 

dm^ beglmwith smaU letters; and I do not conceive 

that there can be any reason for doing it, half 

«o.stf«if MttaerMMMOf long«si«e4s to tbecojip 
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; . Jl h«4 m laikief .ft few :d^uag» 4 

apcwtij in. viMah Iib ttiqp, ^ ^_ 

' ¥«Hi4tt.vary,«aU« iU» yMr idoMiMtioM tat 
D tiMt,«o Mcceed tefieat tMagsy «w «MR 

A*t9 ptMMi&riitt|#0*W. EamfeBgtMB. 

aftwladdietnamtprefw— Aeir«yl«rau|iM»i 

Mllail irtlh:lta4riUiB»of Itouter M tat hft trospi 
«maisl»4AM «5if of tlw aUtaik ^rtiea MitiMtf tiMir 
ii»iiiiliriiM, i»f» luft «»n •hw»lft Hw ^arnnm 
«i«MV oo«ld doit. The D«iU oT Mftritardngfa li»d 
lK>.aMr«Mttti>i»«ffiftto.UM9 tni«bad«aMa«Mr, 
irtdik lw<>toldaqt> ■Dddfcd—t^wtkt VoHilM, 
IMMf 1»o«Mttd UtttcdBliMCttMMlna or4lMtlitMl, 
Myt «r tte • wko M to h i VoaUtode, /•^oV ^tadt rMMi- 
•M It plB9 iMiUant at to plus tiniRble do iMawnv, 
et <]saikiaegendffe d« gdndnd «t-ntaiflf<^ 11 wnik 
ptmt lai Ift tvnw pubUqve.* Tarloos little ttrtmsa- 
«t«ac« of tfaot MMt wm often sales man of gieat 
feol nerit be hated, if ha^uilh aocaddren and laaa. 
nen to make Mm be Unred. Coniider all yoor own 
civeviMtaocei eeriontly; and joo win ted, that; of 
lit arts, the art of pleaaiiig n the nnoet aeeaMary for 
yoa to ftndy and poitett. A Ally, tyrant stdd, 
^dderiotb modr ftmeMt:* «tHM Mad w*old Itove 
«dd,nm>dbunM,«IM«MMMNmcRdiHii.* jadgt, 
Amd ynhrnvadaltyexperlenee, oTtUe «fllcacyof 
.«hM pleaMbf^tf MevpM^tndl, wtupn yoo iM, at yon 
nMI ^feiy Iw4^f eertnhily does, "that In men tt k 
— - - - * - to- * - ■ - - 



S Mii «d MolKMl oMl Lady**^ (#h» vn-ftbt >r«t 
nMved^.-bMnttae «i«y JMV« lattily dMtt^yiM^^UAt 
idway» £tt«y, tmt t «M Mi iMt WNnMbhir ttew (N»h- 
byMilait; 1I0| 
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i 4ittrast tte judgemit of Lor4 aM finfy *^ fat 
tbofe — «)■■ aboQt trWcfa I ma most tRqvMd^. 
.jflHy Iwaniiaad their o#n mo, by, wttaK th«y call- 
^ aadK thoofht* loviog falm. Tbtgr hvre made him 
latfavA that the wofld was iiMide fw Mm, not he ftir 
Uw wftfU ) sod nalon hs stays atooad-a-f reat wfail^, 
and faUa into vary good oom^aay, bo nil! oxpoet 
what bo wlUoovor. find; tho a tt o tiong aodoomplat- 
jaacefrom otben whkh he has hMiefto btfito otod 
tofirompapaaodnuumuu This, I fear, it too mooh 
thocate of Mr. —— ; ^ho, I do«bV will bo roll 
tbtOB^ the body* and b#iioar4iyioc, boforo hokiwwa 
liow- to ,Uve. .However yo« may tarn out, yon oMi 
•neyer make AM ony of these refWoaclMa. liMM^od 
no sUly> w fl m aa ii ii fo&doess for yooi loataad of ia- 
Qia^ng my teoiiemess upon yo«, I have taken all 
possible, methods to make you il as sf a o H; andtlnttk 
Ood ypw do; ai least, I know b«t onenrtidein wMMk 
yon aro dUlerent from what I coald wilb yon ; sud 
yott very well know whiA that is. I wuit, that I and 
all ihe world sbonld-Uke you, as well as I loeo yo«. 
Adiea. 
^ . . t 

LETTBR CCLXXVn. 

Ltmdon, AprU 30, 0. S. 1T52. 

MT DEAtt FRIEMD, 

AyOJRdunumd^'u, id n^l opinion, averyjoat 

'^. and happy expresaionf for bavinc address^ asa*- 

oers, aad for knowiagliow to behave pnperiy iaall 

companies; and it impliaa very: truly, thataoMa. 

that hfth not these aoeompiiahaieQftSf is.<iot of tba 

world, WithMitthem, tbo; best parts, art incffidaat. 

civ^ityisabsard,aodfireedomofitosiire* A Via rand 

panon, niatiaf .ia hip cell at Oafofd or Oaadtfidfo, 

wjU reasoa adosirsbly well upon the aati(fa»of asai^ 

will pcofonadly analyse the hoad, tlMS heactk^lM laa 

soo, th(nriil|> t j h e p oMioa iy th u s ea a r a^i hft sa pH i mw i t i i 

T2 
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gfi^ ii H ll rtiiqmtl ».to fcaDmwMitat of JBVM IbMib 
M^^n^t ttvtA.Hitltkttikt Md i»iga ofMtW >rit^ 
m^om ii»»4t>,i hnh i * i , pi«i«4aoes»ui*«MiM^tlitt 

«ie!irp,iA»i^iM Wt 4M»«iWttft«« air jmm ii0». 

^^ 4Mi f«p«ieiwQ«a dywr kmrtm M tiMte wisM 
fba4i««IMi ffMhUiMW^ tPf«tlMr.tii«b tb»vM«lt«r 

f^; 4p4 «»I7m niui:!?, fiwn dM^rent sttualiMM, m 

jmi.<l^i wwu l <^ ka»«»«U this fnm liii •«» cvpn. 
riMMilM fltwi—iljnis B» • n aoi »i i>«dg «loistWMl 

14s. firiMdH Ml »ba«ff<i aad impmfcr; a&4 heiaoto « 
MrilF^ldljn***** wmiW daaoe, vIm» had aevw 
»tlWjoi>W» dtpotw iwr hguaad of > dancMii iwiHi ; 

»9r», of those qui ant d« monde.* see by whM ■§■ 
Ifeods tboy 6BSt nuke, feud aftenrmrdt improve, in. 
fveysioM ia tt»fAr fivranv, Tb^ii^ HnproMioBt ere 
mvteh ofte»er oviog^ to little ceases, thiu toiotriaaie 
QfdX ; iid)icb.i^ le9ft vQ)«UUt( end beth not so euddeo 
eo effect. Strong ratads have uj^oofcttfjiiy m eeees- 
dent over week o»es, m Oaligei Mar^hele d'Aacre 
«0fy. JwHiy «taBfffe4^ ^idiea, t» tbe dieg r ee t * «4je. 
pflMoh^'- tlute.tinieB^ ebe — i y e n ii i » * .fa>.haviag 
|»wVMd ifairy «rf liedkfo ^tke eMi •# mUeMlPeft 
.«»d:iMpBt .-Jtat'Cbeik*a».eveMideiitJe totv-gidMd 
•fey de gJ» e B% en d Aytheef ene^HlsF-wbleil eafgrkiMe 
jwd tfceJkMowtodi^of the;i»e iid t e wlm ^ <W INr 
imne* ewMiil^ to fee bvlOed^ ttMUgfe edtoefr era 
.iiMisnfesfe fei^ fe« feotMMk i hie* •fte* efeM 
.peeftk'of e npei <a » ,. f i| wii ai fes^ peep kn ^ Mmw lrH- 
a ww»|wrt »..#<thbd»feaoertey<Mree»it e wtyett li^fe< t 
,tfeey««M»gee«M4i Tfe h i ei » 1y h » n ^ » ^Mi 
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0Mrttni3r Mid cx^erirace^ Mia ttatt th«yg«««r»r 
Xli^»e*tke««fc Mil iMgautiei (Mfft, Md fln»ly t» 
U iLi^ late it> and all -^tevMt fbNvwt. WMM 
yao taitt «illMff smb or vdmca) aad vtary «iab «f 
aaMBa4aHmt»8dbitedi)«^%«tiltei*oiNtt. Y^ 
hme hmi. more upfi iiiaHliiB^ifcan mnr aay iM* 
b«d,.«| ybatagai af a c^airiay <t m w i O. Y«irliii«« 
IfeeaiaUieb erta oB tp iMaaf m a w ai a m riw ^iaMliiHa 
ivHaii oibara IwmlHnitf toea M^njaoaiinaif atMf < 
Y<o ara* mater W all thcaa^trtigaagi,JWlimilbli» 
TroU aahkMB apeaks at aH, aad; nHw vallt aaafei^ 
QUaatly ya* naad ba a slrabgaf vi> wbani. ^Thii 1i 
tba-wap, aad tkeio^ytMjri «f iMialag iktmoMtti 
km% if yo« liaararit sat, aad lia^e Mill «»y Bwna NM^ 
tiaKy abo«t yan^inay oavaolkip^ t» ytw tbe Itili 
4mm» 4J90edta< of Horade ? 

This knowledge of the world leiahts as m^n |MN 
ticolariy two things, boUi which are of infinite con- 
i0(|iieace, -aad to MailiiH* af -wUefet nature intUAes 
as ; I mean the commiuid «f Oar temper^ and of ottf 
coiMlaoaaca. Ainaiiwlioh«ifeOfno»Mfci»tnAimi«d 
with aofeiv br am^ilaiad with feham^^-at^very (lto» 
giaeaUe incident : the a^ malMe -htin act ad tM 
Ukeanadnmn; the other malicahto look like a IboU 
Bmt a nan who haa dn mmtUt Mama not tx> uuder^ 
ttaod.whathaeanttatoreiigfcftnottor«aeat< Ifh« 
makaa a alip lu a we lf, he tocortfra ithy his OM)he«ii 
instead of plaagiig dee(>* hy his co&fMAft» tilt^ a 
ataaibUag iiana. Ha is firaH bat gentle ; aiMI prte* 
liaes thai meat aaeailaat anadm, * taanrlttr ta tnado, 
fertitite in re.' Tha other is tba'irMtoadollotiMM' 
aierkatracti.* Fieapla nnwad to the worid hava bab^ 
hUa« eottatenancea ; aad era nnskillbl eaough te^ 
Shaw what they hoirc sense anoogh not »t> tell. In 
tha cawae of the worldf a man mast Very often put 
on an oasyi frank ooaatenaace, mpok vtty dI s ag iraeK' 

aWai taiiir^.thariwistaaamiilaaied^ When ha iv 

imy ttuah^athfrwiae? hftmvst b*aM« to aaaoM aml^ 
mcasra^piib t aji i l a i thhs a Wtapm^ha iroai da w w h rA 
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UflttdHoaide ««tu All «M»iiMf» aay m m t ^t'Atmt 
vkiKmt falMhood and mmdtitrji IbrtetMMtto-M 
^r^MT thn poUleMtraftd dMUMiB, lai iiwn Mi^ 
liiort of aMiirMwet aad p wfm i— ■ of itiBatelta 
ffiOHlsliip. Oood wift»>'4o tlMMOM tfAesMr 
l<»ve, are ao mere abreaeii^tronfa, than ' yifc — 
We servMBt'Mtke tottmtt «f ft dudlw«e is ; tMt 



^ingt ef coftne. Tbgy a» ne cittet y g*ar4$€>9tbM 
49C«nqrawl.|i«fteiof.tocietjr tlMj most onlj act 
defeMively; ftad thfts not with anm p o is wd 
vitb perfidy. Tnitb« but not tbe vbele trstfa, 
9iu»t iM the invaneUe principle of every nl«B, vho 
hatb either ^reUgieA, boMor, or prodenco^ Those 
irfao violate U OMtyh* OMftiag, bst therare net 
able. I^ and perfidy aia the nfoce of foote aad 
cowards. Adieal ' 

. ^. S. I nuut recommead to yoo again, to lakk 
your leave of all your Fraaiah aoqoaiiitaDea ta ««di a 
manner as may make tiiem refret yoor de p a rtaW !, 
and wish to see aad wekaoM yea at Parie 9ii$liMi 
vhfre yov may possibly retMni before it la vary loaf . 
This most not be done ia a eoId> civil manner, bat 
vrith at least seeming wanath, senttmeatf-aadcea. 
«em. Acknowledge the obMgatioas yonha^.'to 
tiiem for the kindness they have shown yoa daiiag 
your stay at Paris; assare them, t^ irtierever yoa 
are, yon wilt remember them with gratitade; wMi 
for opportanitifs of giviag them pfloofc.«f your < pies 
tendre et respectnenx soaventT;* beg of «hem, in 
case yoor good fortune shoald^any yon fte«By peic 
of the worid where you coiridbe of asiy thetleattaie 
to them, that they woaldeaipiey yoa^itbaat i»- 
serve. Say aU this, and a great deal mimm, ii|ii<|i. 
cally and paaietlcally ; for yen know $t vi»mtfien 
—This can do you no hann» if yon ae^Ofrttahifo 
Pari* ; but if you do, as pfobaMy yoo may, it will 
be of Infinite ase to yoa. • ftimamtii ta% astls 
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Wiii <gn*>i t^ev^fjMxMMey where jron hav«e«erlM«o 
OMity'-te t w ifc^if wjt aad reoovoiiiead yourself to tb«ir 
romeiDt^«Me. The repKUtioft vhiob yoo leave at 
Qj|#jf leee where ^mi have been* will circulate ; and 
3lii«t«ill meet noth itet tw«Bty placet, where jfov 
are^to^^ ..^[batiae laboiv oever qoiite lost, 

XhieJetter wtU show yoa# that the eccident whid\, 
happened to me yesterday, and of which Silr. Qreveo> 
hop gime an«ooou»t, hath had w> bad coiwequeQceff. 
lily eicapa wis a gi«at ooe. 



, LETTER CCLXXVIII. 

ZnuUn, May 11, O. S, 1752* 
' StfTDEAR ttllEND, 

I BREAK my word by writing thu letter ; but I 
hntk\ it eo the aUowahie side* by doing more than 

Iprc^icr,!. I'. \( !.'.-.'m;;i ii, iv riting to you : and 
• you ma^' possibly have some profit iu reading what 
I write ; either of the motives were siifl&cjent for me, 
both I cannot withstand. By your last, I calculate 
that you will leave Paris this day se'ennight; upon 
that supposition, this letter may still find you there. 
X , Colonel Perry arrived here two or three days ago, 
aud sent me a book from you ; Cassandra abridged. 
I am sure it cannot be too much abridged. The 
spirit of that most voluminous work, fairly extracted, 
may be contained in the smallest duodecimo ; aud 
it is most astonishing, that there ever could have 
been people idle enough to write or read such end- 
less heaps of the same stuff. It was, however, tlie 
■■ occupation of thousands in the last century ; and is 
stili tlie private, though disavowed, amusement of 
young 8"l3i a^d sentimental ladies. A love-sick girl 
finds in the captain with wliom she is iu love all the 
courage and all the graces of the teuder and accom- 
plished Orooadates ; and many a grown-up, senti- 
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ineatal Udj , talW^i«^ CleU» to «h« fatf^ ■!!■■ 
she would engage u> eteraai love, «», k flwH vitb 
ber tUat lov« U not etcanal. 

Ah ! quUl est doux d'Miner» ti Tob aioMU loll|««atl 
Mais helas ! U D'«ai point d'4Ura«UM ■Mean. 

It is» however, very well to have read ooe of tlMti 
extravagant wnrks (of all which La Oalfra»eda*tf 
are the best), because it i« well to bo ahtie la talhi 
with some degree of knowledge, a|>on all those 
subjects ttiat other peofde talk sometimes upon : 
and I would bj no means have any thiuf that b 
known to othefs, \» totally anknowb to yoa. It 
is a great advantage for any man, to be able to talk 
or to hear, neitlier ignorantly nor absurdly, apoa 
any subjects ; for I nave known people, who have 
not said one word, hearlgnorantly hitd abaordly; 
it has appeavtd in tlieir ioatteAlive aad msmeaaint 
^Mts. 

This, I think, is as little likely "to happen lo you* 
as to any body of your age : and if yoa wiU hat 
add a veisatU&ty and easy conformity of manarrai I 
hnow fto company in which yen ara likely la bedt 
trap. 

This versatility is more patti^larly necenary ht 
you at this time, now ttiat yon an gotng to «o mtmf 
different places ; Ibr, tboogh the maonen and «» 
tomx of the several courts of Otfmaay am In fane* 
ral the same, yet avery one has ile paiticnlar cfaaiia* 
teristic ; some pecnliaiity or other* wh&eh dislia* 
fttishea it from the neat. This yon sfaenki atrsfoUy 
attend to, and iamwdiately adopi. HotUag tattm 
people norav nor make! atrangem «a areliUMMj at 
audi an occasional conformity. I da not moan by 
this, that you #ionld mimic the air and stiisass 
of every awkward German eeatt; n^ by lo niiisniL 
bdt I mean that yon ahnold only hlwwrfaHyasw|il| 
and fialUa with^ certain Jocai habi^ tt^ mtnmtt 
aiati diet^ tarn of conTetaalio% dMt. Fmp^ V^M 
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M latilyc«me fran Pftris, andwlid have heen a 
goad ivlrite tlMTC^ aref«iierftlly «u8paetMl, ud esp«- 
oially In Genatmy, of having a d^we of oonlempt 
Ibr every other place. Take great care that nothing 
of thia kind appear, at least outwardly, in yonr be- 
haviouc ; bat oomnand whatever deserves any do* 
gKO of commaadatioa, without conparing it with 
what you nay have left, mnch better, of the same 
kind, at Faris. As for Instaaco, the German kiteheci 
iSt wUbooit doobt, execrable, and Che French delict- 
•«s; however, never commend the French kitchen at 
a Oermaa table i b«t eat of what yon can find toleiw 
4>le there, and commend it, without comparing it 
to a^y thing better. I have known many British 
yahoos, who, ttioagh while they were at Paris they cen- 
Itf mod to BO one French custom, as soon as tliey got 
any v^re else, talked of nothing hot what tliey did, 
saWf and eat, at Paris. The freedom of the French is 
not to be osed indiseriminately at all the conrts In 
Oerraany, dbough their easiness may, and ought; 
hat khm-toe at seme places more than others. The 
apoits of Manheim and Bonn, I take to be a Uttie 
MoA wabsfbarised than some others ; that of MaY- 
eaee, an eeeleslastital one, as w^l as that of Treves 
faaither of which is much fre«ittented by fereiKners), 
Mitias, I eeaeeive, a great deal of the OoUi and 
Vandal still. There more reserve and ceremony 
aUB aeeessary ; and not a word of the French. At 
Berlin, yo<» cannot be too French. Hanover, Bmns- 
wick, Osssel, Ue. are of the mixed kind, * on pen 
d^orelldsf mats paa assee.* 

Another thing, which I most earnestly recommend 
t» yoa, oat only in Germany, but In every part of 
the world, wherc yeitmay ever be, b not only real, 
bat seeming atteatio», to whomever yoa speak to, or 
whoever speaks to yon. There is nothing so brutally 
sheektng, aorso Htila forgiven,- as a seeming inattea- 
tlett' t& the person who is speaking to yoa ; and T 
lisir»ku«WB many a man knocked down, for (In my 
ofUilaa) amaeh sifter provocftdon, ^an «b«l 
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ahockinf ioattentioB which I mMo. I baiw. mm 
nuojr people, who, while you luce speajdng to thtng 
instead of lookiag t, and atteading to jot^ fix their 
eyes apoo the cieliaf^ or some other part of the 
room, look out at the window, play with a dot» twirl 
their snuff-box, or pick their nose. Kc^hiog diaoK 
▼ers a little, futile, frivotous mind more thaa thia^ 
and nothing is so offensively ill-bred : it is aa caipls« 
dt declaration on your part, tiiat every the moat tri- 
fling object deserves your attention more . than all 
that can be said by the person who ia speaking to 
you. Judge of the sentiments of hatred uimI resent' 
ment, which such ti eatment must excite in meqf. 
breast where any degree of self4ove dwdls ; ,«nd I 
am sme I never yet met with that brea«t irtiere then 
was not a great deal, I repeat it againnaci again (te 
it IS highly necessary for you. to remember ixX that 
so^t of vanity and self-love is inseparable from human 
nature, whatever may be its rank or ennditMn ;. even 
your footttan will sooner fprget and ^Mgiveabeatia^ 
than any manifest mark of slight and contempt. Be 
therefore, I beg of you, not only really, bntseeming- 
ly and manifestly, attentive to whoever apenks to 
you; nay more, take their ton; and tune younelf 
to their unison. Be serious with the senons, g^ 
witli t^e gay, and trifle with the triflers. |n aasnair 
ing these various shapes, endeavour to make each fd 
them seem to ait easy upon you, and even to «pP^*f 
to be your omtu natural one. This is the true and use- 
ful versatility, of which a thorough knowledge of ttie 
.world at once teaches the utility, and the means of 
acquiring. 

I am very sure, at least I hope, that yon will nenr 
make use of a silly expression,^which ia^tbe lavoorite 
expression and the absurd excuse of all fools and 
blockheads; Icanttoi dotuck athimgf a thing by 
no means either moraUy or physacnUy impossiUe. 
I catmot attend long togi^ther to the aame thhtl* 
says one fool: that U, he is such a fool that be will 
not. I remember a Tery awkwnrd t^ow, wht 
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tfd lM>t know what to do witb ^is s word, and who al- 
ways took it ofTbefore 'inner, saying, that be could 
aot possiMy dine with bis swttrd on; upon which I 
coaldteot help'toHlng Mm, that I really believed he 
hlm\d without any probable danger either to liim- 
flilf'or othat*« It it a StHOno and an absurdity, 
lor any man to say, that he cannot do all those 
things, wlrich are commonly done by all the rest of 
maakittd. 

Another thing, tkst I inwt earnestly Wan yon 
«gfliast» Is laitoese ; by wbieh more pebple have lost 
the froit of their travels, than (perhaps) by any 
other tiling. Pray be always in motion. Early in 
die morning go and see things ; and the rest of the 
day go and seto people. If you stay but a week at k 
|)laee, and that an insignillcant one, see, hoi^ever, alt 
that is to be seen there; know as many people, And 
get into as many hooses, as ever yon can. 

I recommend to you likewise, though probably 
you have thought of it youfself, to carry in your 
pocket k map of Germany, in which the post roads 
are marked ; and also kome short book of travels 
through Germany, llie former will help to imprint 
tn your memory situations and distances ; and the 
latrer Will point out many things for you to see, that 
Wight other#t8e possibly escape yon ; and which, 
titou^li they may in themselves be of little conse- 
^ence, you wooM regret not having seen, after bat- 
ing been M the places where they were. 

Thus warned and provided for your journey, God 
■pe«d yeu ; nOSxfcnrtium^ejUf Adie«. 
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LETTER CCLXXIX. 

London, May 9^, O. & 1758. 
Wr DEAR FRIEND, 
SEND you the enclosed original, from a friend of 



I 



our», with my own comnienUries upon the text; a 
.text which Ihave so often paraphraied, and comineat> 
ed upon already, that 1 believe I can hardly say any 
thing new upon it ; but, however, I cannot give.U 
.9ver till I am better convinced, than I yet am, that 
jou feel all the utility, the ipiportance, and the na> 
cestity of it; nay, not only feel, but practise it. 
Your panegyrist allows you what most fathers would 
be more than satisfied with in a spn, and chides mp 
■for not contenting myself with re$ientieUementbon; 
but I, who have been in no one respect like other 
lathers, cannot neither, like them, content myself 
with VeuentieUement bon; because J know that it 
will not do your business in the world, while" yo« 
want ' quelques couches de vemis.' Few fathen 
care much for their sons, or at least, most of thev 
care more for their money; and consequently content 
themselves with giving them, at the cheapest rate, 
the common run of education ; that is, a school till 
eighteen ; the university till twenty ; and » couple 
of years riding post through the several towns of Eu- 
rope : impatient till th^ boQ))ies come home to be 
married, and, as they call it, settled. Of those who 
really love their sous, few know how to do it. Some 
spoil them by fondling tUem while they are yoimg, 
and then quarrel with them wheji they are grown 
up, for having been spoiled; some love them like 
mothers, and attend only to the bodily healtJbi w^d 
strength of th? hopes of their family,, solemnise his 
birth-day, and rejoice, like the subjects of the Great 
Mogul, at the increase of his balk: wbUe otb«n» 
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iDinding, as they think, only «ssentisds, take paiias 
amd pleasure to see in their heir all their favourite 
weaknesses and imperfections. I hope and believe 
that 1 have kept clear of all these errors* in the edu- 
cation ^hich I have given you. No weaknesses of 
ztry owti have warped it, no parsimony has starved 
it, no rigour has deformed it. Sound «nd extensive 
Jeamiug was the foundation which I meant to lay t 
t have laid it; but that alone, I knew, would by nlH 
means be sufficient: the ornamental, the showfsh, the 
plea^g superstructure was to be begun. In that 
«iaw I threw you into the great world, intirely yotir 
own master, at an age when others either gnaile «t 
the university, or are sent abroad in servitude H 
some awkward, pedantic, Scotch governor. Thh 
Was to put you in tlie way, and the only way; of ac- 
qairing those manners, that address, and those 
graces, which exclusively distinguish people of 
fashion; and wiUiout which all moral viitues, and 
•all acquired learning^ are of no sort of use tn courts 
and U beau mondej on the contrary, I aift not sure 
if they are not an hindrance. They are feared and 
disliked in those places, as too severe, if n6t smooths 
ed and introduced by the gracis; but of these graces, 
of this necessary beau vernii, it seems, there are still 
' qoelques couches qui matfqueni.' Now, pray If t 
m^ ask you, coolly and seriously, ' pourquoi ces 
couches manquent-elles P ' For you may as* easily 
ti4ce them, as you may wear niore or less pbwder in 
your hair, tnore or less lace upon your coat.- I can, 
therefore, account for yonr wanting them no other 
way in the world, than from yonr not being yet con- 
vinced of their full value. You have heard some 
^glish bucks say, < Damn these finical ontlandfarf& 
fin: give me a manly resolute manner. They make 
firontwith their graces, and talk . like a parcel of 
dancing-masters, and dress likeaparcel of fops ; one 
gopd Englishman wilt beat three of them.' But Jet 
your own observation undeceive you of these preju- 
dice!. I will give ^ou oae instiiQce only, instead 
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of an bimdred that I could give yon, of a verj I 
ing fortune and figure^ raised upoa no odker ftmncto* 
tioQ irhatftoever, tiian that of addresa, i 
gracea. Between you and nie (tor this c 
go no farther) iHiat do yen think made obf i 
liord 4****e» colot^ of a regimeDt of guards, gavoiv 
ttor of Virginia, groom of the stole, and fmbaciartor 
to Paris: amoiiating in all to auteen or » c > — f c i ' 
thoDtand pounds a year ? Was it bis birth ? No: a 
putch gentlcoDan tmly. Was it his estale? Vm, 
he had none. Was it hi« leamlog« faia parts, tass pofr 
ta^ aUUtica and appUeatioo? Yonxan answ» those 
Huestions as easily* and as soon^ as I can ask tbeoi* 
What WM it then i Mtmy people woiMief<>d, bat I 
do not; for 1 know, aad will tell yo«. . Itaras Ui 
^r, his addnsss, his manneis, and bis graces.- Hp 
pleased, and by pleasing becaioM a fiavowita ; aad by 
becoming a favoarite beeama all tliat ha-has besa 
liae<^ Show me any oiae instance, whan iaiMask 
arorth and ainrit» unassisted by exterior aceom|>lisbb 
mmits, htfre raised any man so high. Ton know the 
Due de Richelieu, now Mdrichal, Cordon bUu, 
OtntUhomme de In Chambre, twice embassador, 
4cc. By whiA means ? Mot by the pori^ of hte cba* 
racter, the depth of hb knowledge, or ray unconMBoa 
|»enetration and sagacity.' Womeb alone fbnnad 
and raised him. Hie Dudiess of Bnrgondy took a 
fancy to him, aad had falm before ha was sixtsfltt 
fears old ; this put ban In fashion aoMmg the dean 
monde: and the late laganlfs eldest daoghter, bow 
Madame de Modeoe, took him next, and was nesr 
marrying bira. These early t^nexlons with WMncA 
of the first disUnetion gave him those laannen, graeM^ 
aad address, which ydasva be has; and whicb, I eaa 
assure yoti, are all that he has; for strip fahn af tb«iq» 
and he wiU be one of the poorest mte in Eaiope. 
Man or wam«a oaaoot raaist aftengagH^ etUfritt; 
it will pltese, it will make Itk way. Too wsat, II 
seems, but ^uOqua eouehet,* for God's sake, Ion 
aatiaeJogBfilagthMiij and «ow j|oa hftva gtfes •• 
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far, complete the work. Think of nothing else till 
that w(H-k is ftni^hed: unwearied application will 
bring about any thing ; and surely your application 
can never be so well employed as upon that object, 
wMefa is absolutely necessary to facilitate all others. 
With your knowledge and parts, if adorned by man- 
ners and graces, what may you not hope one day to 
be ? But without them, you will be in the situation 
of a man who would be very fleet of one leg, but 
very lame of the other. He could not run : the lame 
leg would check and clog the well one, which would 
be very near useless. 

From my original plan for your education I meant 
to make you un homme tmiverad; what depended 
upon me is executed, the little that remains undone 
depends singly upon you. Do not then disappoint, 
-^hen yoB can so easily gratify me. It is your own 
interest whidi I am pressing you to pursue, and it Is 
the only return that I desire for all the care and affec* 
tion of, Yours. 
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